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"complacency" of science, he takes the way of an 
expiorer of propagation of electromagnetic waves 
in multi- conductor systems. The experience thus 
obtained is published in some seventy scientific 
papers and books. The Mystery of Unicity and 
multitude of the symbols of the world arc the main 
subject of his prose. He was asked to join politics, 
being a connoisseur of Bosnian conditions and 
European intentions. Thus he has become a direct 
witness and participant in dramatic events 
concerning Bosnia at the beginning of the last 
decade of the second millennium. One of the few 
main initiators and organizers of the "The Patriot 
League", the main force in defending- Bosnia. 
Acted in the capacity of Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister in the Government of the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina from the beginning of 
1991 till the end of 1993, when he refused the new 
appointment of a minister in the Government, 
disagreeing with some aspects of strategy in 
Bosnian politics. 
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B osnia, a unity of different cultures and 
civilisations, has been under threat 
throughout her history, and only power of 
will has enabled her to sunnve the ferocity of the 
attacks launched against her. She gives the lie to a 
world-view defined by European blood-and-soil 
nationalism. Europe is drenched with the blood 
that has drawn the borders of nation-states. 
Bosnia, throughout her history, has been a space 
where Serbia and Croatia have projected their de¬ 
signs for expanding their "nation-states", in the 
worst possible sense of the term. This expansion is 
to be achieved by destivying Bosnia's existence 
from without and poisoning it from within. To fur¬ 
ther the Grand Plans of Greater Croatia and 
Greater Serbia, the Catholic (i.e. Croat) and the 
Orthodox (i.e. Serb) components of Bosnia are as¬ 
signed the role of "defenders” of Croat and Serb 
"interests" in Bosnia. The Grand Plans involve 
creating an artificial peril - Bosnian Islam - to 
Catholicism and Orthodoxy (i.e. Croathood and 
Serbhood), thus enabling hatred and violence to 
be unleashed by Serbia and Croatia against 
Bosnia. In the Greater-Serb and Greater-Croat at¬ 
tempts to destroy the unity of Bosnia, Serbia as¬ 
signs itself the role of protector of the Bosnian 
Serbs, and Croatia of the Bosnian Croats. These 
two "guardian states" fabricate and provoke 
threats and dangers allegedly directed at their 
compatriots in Bosnia as an excuse for interfer¬ 
ence and occupation. The Bosnian Muslims, there¬ 
fore, lie at the focus of their attacks and destruc¬ 
tion. To further the Greater Serb and Croat Grand 
Plans, they must be deprived of the political right 
to nationhood, barredfrom a full understanding of 
the world, andforced under the yoke of nationalist 
ideology. Such a process, which would result in 
the creation of a hypothetical nation-state of 
Bosnian Muslims on a part of Bosnian territory, 
would be tantamount to legalising and rewarding 
the crimes committed by the Nazis of Greater Ser¬ 
bia and Greater Croatia against Bosnia and her 
Muslim population. Moreover, the Muslims would 


be left without a Bosnia, waiting, in a small en¬ 
clave of a mutilated countly, for a Final Solution 
to be perpetrated at their enemies' leisure. 

Bosnian Muslims are at the heart of Europe s na¬ 
tionalist maelstrom. The old Greater Russian de¬ 
signs for a foothold on the Mediterranean presup¬ 
pose the existence of powerful client states, first of 
all Serbia. But here the Greater Russian advance 
is crossed by the potential expansion of Germanic 
influence towards the East. France and Great 
Britain support Serbia as a possible counter¬ 
weight to a Germanic presence in the borderlands 
of the Near East. As for the United States, they are 
seeking in all this a solution of their own that will 
guarantee their security and promote their pres¬ 
ence in the Middle East, whilst preventing Europe, 
in whole or part, and Russia from developing into 
forces that might threaten American world power. 

Thus the Balkans - and Bosnia first and foremost - 
become an arena where trials of strength within 
and between Western alliances and oppositions 
grimly concur with Balkan nationalisms and the 
re-animation of old hatreds. The Crusader fallacy 
is alive and kicking again, in and around Bosnia. 
Nationalistic ideologies, fuelled by a modern sa- 
tanization of everything Islamic and powered by 
new-found military might, are now focusing their 
evil energies against Bosnia and her Muslims. 

Today, Bosnia's citadel of culture and civilisation 
is assailed from all sides. The United Nations, the 
European Community, the Conference on Security 
and Co-operation in Europe, NATO and so on are 
no more than a cover for the rape, murder, exile 
and annihilation of Bosnian Muslims. In the inva¬ 
sion of Bosnia and her resistance we are seeing 
yet again the archetypal battle between good and 
evil, between David and Goliath. The injustice 
done by the outside world to Bosnia and her Mus¬ 
lims is plain for all to see. Assailed on all sides by 
criminals, they are deprived of the right to self- 






defence. The fighting is tut-tutted over eveiy day, 
hut the truth does not seem to reach those whose 
duty' it is to help. Today all eyes are fixed on 
Bosnia, yet she is utterly alone. The new world or¬ 
der, in the case of Bosnia, is a deceit through 
which the great and powerfid tiy to preserve and 
expand their rule. 

This book is a selection of essays and intennews 
paralleling the author's political fight for a living 
Bosnia. It reflects views satanized by all sides, 
since they do not fit in with the destruction willed 
upon the in tegrity of the Bosnian state. It is an at¬ 
tempt to counter the criminal intentions of 
Bosnia's aggressors, just as her enemies use all 
available means to cripple a holistic response on 
the part of the Bosnians. Because Bosnia's ene¬ 
mies have realised all along that they needed to 
poison the minds of the Bosnian people - and es¬ 
pecially those of the Bosnian Muslims - so that 
they would not realise what was happening to 
them. In this way they were to be driven to partici¬ 
pate in their own annihilation. Their eyes were di¬ 
rected to the outer form of their suffering, under¬ 
mining their awareness and their power to resist. 


the crimes committed against Bosnia and its peo¬ 
ple can never be Justified, and that the military oc¬ 
cupation of Bosnian territoiy can never be accept¬ 
ed or legalised. 

The texts appear in sequence of original publica¬ 
tion. The reader should note that all the collected 
texts were written in a space of less than three 
years - three years full of dramatic events, whose 
speed and complexity are often beyond the grasp 
of a polished, academic approach. Some of the 
texts, especially the interviews, are chosen in or¬ 
der to sketch the political conditions of the time 
when they came into being. 

Sarajevo, February 9, 1994 



All the texts in this book are presented as original¬ 
ly published, except in a few cases where I give the 
original versions of texts or interviews, i.e. before 
post-editing by the newspaper or magazine con¬ 
cerned - for some editorial boards changed the 
original text out of disagreement with the author's 
views or out of unwillingness to resist the political 
will of those he criticised. The texts selected came 
into existence in various circumstances and for 
various reasons. Sometimes they are merely a re¬ 
action to events, and sometimes they involve polit¬ 
ical comment and predictions. But it is unified by 
one underlying theme: that a clear line must be 
drawn between debate about the internal makeup 
of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its 
defence as an integral state. The texts in this vol¬ 
ume show different aspects of a single stance: that 
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Bosnia, 

Supreme 

Archipelago 

Had God not enabled men to defend themselves from 
one another, monasteries, churches, synagogues and 
mosques - wherein God's Name is richly praised - 
would surely have been destroyed. 

(Qur'an, XXII:40) 

And secret and sly as a Western spy 

You'll bum my home down 

To the ground 

Till all 

Fall 

And then you'll say these dark words 

This nest is done for 
This cursed cur 
Will be slain 
With pain 

But by a miracle I will still dream be on earth 
And like a wise watchman from the East 
Who forbids others to dream and think 
You'll pour poison 
Into the spring 
From which 
I drink 

And you'll laugh you'll roar 
That I am 
No more 

(You know nothing of the town I live in 
You cannot imagine the house I eat in 
You know nothing 
Of the icy spring 
From which 
I drink) 


lii(ro(liiclioii 

The harmony and interplay of the politieal, religious 
and ethnic diversity of the Balkans have long been un¬ 
der strain, with genocide by the stronger against the 
weaker as a far from infrequent result. Through its 
complex weft, various interpretations and implementa¬ 
tions of trans-nationalism and nationalism intertwine, 
from the sanctity of man as God's most perfect cre¬ 
ation to the "sanctities of supreme leaders of men". 

The histories of peoples interweave, permeate and 
clash in the Balkans, creating an enigma to which there 
is no answer. Attempts to apply a logical framework 
meet the fate of all utopias, for they fail to grasp one 
aspect or element of the complex reality of the Balka¬ 
ns. Minor variations in language, religion or historical 
experience become a source of insurmountable divi¬ 
sions. They generate ambitions for exclusive rights to 
territory and overlordship over others. Islands of ethnic 
and religious identity are scatttered like some enchant¬ 
ed archipelago: borders cannot divide them, and any 
attempt to draw or change these borders brings down 
turmoil and tempest. When one island imposes its rule 
over others, the silence of death looms over the archi¬ 
pelago, threatening the invader with doom. 

Even if Croats, Bosnian Muslims*, Serbs, Montene¬ 
grins, Albanians, Bulgarians, Greeks and others could 
come to an agreement on mutual recognition as sepa¬ 
rate "nations"** , the sovereignty issue would give rise 
to well-nigh insoluble conflicts. The concept of the na¬ 
tion-state as the only effective instrument of sov^ign- 
ty is almost impossible to impose on the Balkan^ith- 
out bringing genocide in its wake. A key to the con¬ 
frontations of the Balkans might be sought in trans-na¬ 
tional concepts. But when ethnic divisions in the 
Balkans are at issue, trans-nationalisms themselves 
come into conflict: each fiercely supports the national¬ 
ism traditionally linked to its own world-view. Thus 
trans-nationalisms, directly or indirectly, endorse de- 


* I use Bosnian Muslims, as the most familiar term in the 
outside world, to translate both Bosanski Muslimani and 
Bosnjaci: Translator. 

**In (ex-)Yugoslav political terminology, naeija ("nation") 
means not only "country", but also a constitutionally- 
recognised ethnic group. I usually translate it as ethnic 
group, people, community, etc., though sometimes as 
"nation”; without quotation marks, however, I use nation 
in its more usual sense of "(sovereign) state". The same 
goes for the adjective nacionalni: Translator. 


(Mak Dizdar, Stone Sleeper, Sarajevo, 1966) 



mands for a nation-state as a prerequisite for "nation¬ 
al" sovereignty. Which means they are a party to eth¬ 
nic confrontations. Since the Balkan peninsula is "oc¬ 
cupied" by two religious trans-nationalisms - Chris¬ 
tianity, in its two forms, and Islam - as well as by a 
welter of nationalisms, it is worth considering the com¬ 
peting premises of trans-national and national ideolo¬ 
gies in this part of the world. We will focus on the 
Bosnian situation from the viewpoints of Orthodoxy, 
Catholicism, Islam, Serbhood, Croathood and Bosn- 
ian-Muslimhood. 

Sovereignty 

The development of a contemporary European under¬ 
standing of sovereignty can be traced back to the dis¬ 
cussions published by Jean Bodin and Pierre de Belloy 
towards the end of the 16th century. Here the concept 
of sovereignty is related to that of monarchy. It is creat¬ 
ed by God, therefore the monarch is responsible to God 
alone. Sovereignty belongs to the monarch, since it has 
been given to him by the Absolute Sovereign. There 
can be no negotiated relationship between the monarch 
and his subjects. Though conferring absolute power on 
the monarch, Bodin saw him as duty-bound to accept 
and respect the natural rights of his subjects. This idea 
of Divine Right as the source of a monarch's sover¬ 
eignty proved to be a substantial barrier to civil and re¬ 
ligious wars in Europe. On the other hand, it relegated 
man to an inferior position and denied him the right to 
equality as an individual among God's creatures. The 
Renaissance, with its strong interest in civil society, 
man^nd nature, stimulated the growth of the civil po¬ 
litical theories of humanism and naturalism. These re¬ 
moved the absolute nature of the monarch's sovereign¬ 
ty over his subjects. Church gave way to secular au¬ 
thority, while the focus shifted from religion to poli¬ 
tics. Meanwhile, confrontation between nation-states 
and a lack of inner cohesion and stability progressively 
reduced sovereignty to that of the nation or state. This 
imposed a need for new political theories, and with it, a 
need to determine the moral status of political power. 
This in turn led to an increased interest in the issues of 
national unity, state power, internal stability and secu¬ 
rity, and international justice. A series of new political 
theories appeared in Italy, England, France and the 
Netherlands. Niccolo Machiavelli placed the cause of 
the state above that of morality. Thomas Hobbes devel¬ 
oped a theory, exclusively state-based, which focused 
on the protection of individual and social interests. 
Here sovereignty is transferred, by social agreement, to 
an individual, who in return gives security to the com¬ 


munity. The theory of sovereignty took on a new di¬ 
mension among German political writers of the 19th 
century. They introduced the notion of divided sover¬ 
eignty, where sovereignty is divided between the em¬ 
pire and its federal units. Georg Waitz advanced a the¬ 
ory of sovereignty divided between central govern¬ 
ment and the member states. The same theory was re¬ 
examined by Max von Seydel towards the end of the 
19th century; his position is that sovereignty can be 
neither divided nor conferred. Georg Jellinek attempts 
to decipher the paradox of the division of sovereignty. 
In accordance with legal theory concerning voluntary 
restrictions on sovereignty, Leon Duguit explains the 
laws restricting sovereignty from a socio-positivist 
standpoint. A similar approach was adopted by Mau¬ 
rice Haurion, who elaborates the theory of political in¬ 
stitutions. In a nutshell, all this helps us to understand 
the notion of sovereignty as the right to create and 
manage a state, and the skills it involves. 

The idea of national sovereignty is most convincingly 
expressed in the American Declaration of Indepen¬ 
dence (1776). An additional change to the original idea 
is stated in the French Constitution from 1791. Sover¬ 
eignty is one and carmot be divided, alienated or con¬ 
ferred. It belongs to the people as a whole, and no par¬ 
ticular group or individual has exclusive right to it. 
Thus the idea of popular sovereignty becomes that of 
national sovereignty. Examining who wields sover¬ 
eignty on behalf of a nation or state, John Austin states 
that sovereignty is conferred to the national parliament 
as the supreme legislative organ that passes laws bind¬ 
ing on all, but which is not itself bound by laws and 
can change them at will. Nevertheless, the Constitution 
of the USA does not grant unlimited power to the legis¬ 
lature: it also imposes substantial restrictions on the 
law-makers. From this idea springs the notion of dual 
sovereignty, which applies to any federal framework. 
Sovereignty, therefore, can be achieved on a functional 
basis. Theories of "compound sovereignty" have been 
promoted in the present century by various political, 
economic and religious groups. 

In these models, sovereignty is related in different 
ways to a people, a "nation" and a state, these entities 
permeating and conditioning one another. The UN 
Charter lays down the principle of equal sovereign 
rights for all member states as a fundamental principle 
of international relations. This means that sovereignty 
is no longer a synonym for unlimited state power, since 
states have accepted substantial limitations on their 
sovereignty. 


If all the complex variations on the political notion of 
sovereignty are applied to the Balkans, countless con- 
tioversics arise. The early Middle Ages in the Balkans 
saw the establishment of states to which the develop¬ 
ment of today's nations is related. Though borders have 
changed out of recognition and peoples have migrated, 
disintegrated and merged into new ethnic strata, all to¬ 
day's nation-states still mine a seam of historical mem¬ 
ory deep in their medieval past. The borders of the pre¬ 
sent states attest partly to historical continuity, but also 
to the circumstances of their development. No Balkan 
people can acheive sovereignty in a single state with¬ 
out denying this right to other peoples. State sovereign¬ 
ty cannot be conferred exclusively on one people with¬ 
out putting into jeopardy the fundamental rights of a 
substantial part of its citizens. Yet these contradictions 
do not prevent the stubborn pursuit, by Serbs and 
Croats, of "national"/ethnic programmes which threat¬ 
en the very existence of the other peoples with whom 
they share the same geo-political space. The popula¬ 
tion of each Balkan state is made up of several peoples. 
Each Balkan people lives in more than one state. Popu¬ 
lar sovereignty must not exclude the sovereignty of 
any ethnic group. A sovereign state must grant equal 
rights to all its citizens and to all of its different ethnic 
groupings. 

So what is the relationship between Catholic, Orthodox 
and Islamic trans-nationalisms and the issue of popu¬ 
lar, "national" and state sovereignty? In what way do 
they support or suppress the Balkan debate? 

Christianity 

The Western Christian concept of the state reveals two 
main trends: one linked to Augustine, and the other to 
Aquinas. These two standpoints diverged from those of 
Eastern Christianity when the Byzantine Emperor 
Constantine became a "Christian monarch". Overnight, 
Constantine proclaimed Christianity to be the state re¬ 
ligion. Realising that the spiritual-ecclesiastical system 
is the key to establishing and maintaining a stable state, 
he turned the greatest enemy of the Roman Empire in¬ 
to an instrument for achieving state goals. Church uni¬ 
ty, therefore, became a fundamental state issue. Euse¬ 
bius of Caesarea, Constantine's Court theologian, 
pointed to an inseparable bond between the Empire 
and the Imperial Church. At the centre of this empire 
stood not a spiritual pontiff but a Christian governor. 
Constantine, the archetype of the Christian ruler, was, 
in Eusebius' eyes, the "reflection of Divine Will on 
earth (...) by God's order he is armed with weapons of 


war to cleanse the world of those who deny the Truth". 
The political metaphysics of Eusebius of Caesarea are 
the key to a historical awareness of the Orthodox 
Christian concepts of Church and State. The church, in 
Orthodox understanding, is a tool in the hands of the 
state. This is the reason why, in relations between the 
Churches of the Orthodox world, national selfishness 
has prevailed over ecumenical strivings. This has also 
been clearly expressed in the participation of the na¬ 
tional Orthodox Churches in the tragic conflicts that 
have racked the Balkans. Orthodox churches have nev¬ 
er played the role of conciliator, of protector of the vul¬ 
nerable. Promoting the idea of a people's right to hear 
the Gospel or Liturgy in their mother tongue has reaf¬ 
firmed the tight links between Orthodox Christianity 
and the ethnic identity of some Orthodox peoples. This 
has led to the involvement of "national" churches in 
ethnic and nation-state agendas. 

The differences between the assumptions of Eusebius 
and of Augustine about the relations between Church 
and State substantially influenced later interpretations 
within the frameworks of Orthodox and Roman- 
Catholic Christianity. For Augustine, the fallen pagan 
Roman Empire did not find its counter-image in Chris¬ 
tian Byzantium, but in the Catholic Church, which, 
created in its terrestrial form by Christ himself, is the 
manifestation and incarnation of God's Kingdom here 
on earth. Augustine strongly influenced various politi¬ 
cal ideologists, such as the Papist writers of the 12th 
and 13 th century. He also influenced, though some¬ 
what differently, John Calvin and Martin Luther, and 
also Reinhold Niebuhr, their interpreter in the century 
to follow. 

For Augustine, man is not primarily a rational being. 
He is a passionate being, and his building of the world 
is entirely determined by his passionate nature. In this 
world, man finds or creates false gods which he serves 
with a love fuelled by this inner nature. Satisfying such 
love is what governs individuals, groups and peoples, 
who achieve stability in social relations on the basis of 
a balance of power. However, the transience of this 
balance brings destruction and suffering in its wake, 
and in the end, the victors join the vanquished in the 
peace of the graveyard. All loyalties to this world are, 
for Augustine, suicidal traps, their symbol all the 
world's Rivers of Babylon. Those who realise that the 
world is a vale of tears and refuse to honour false gods, 
must weep all the more by its Rivers. Nations and 
states give vent to passion and desire in endless con¬ 
flict. Belonging to the same religion is not enough for 



one to be an effective judge or conciliator in these con¬ 
flicts. Only those who deny the world and turn towards 
God alone can be saved. This is Augustine's notorious 
pessimism, which dissuades man from looking outside 
himself for ways to overcome his Fall and the suffering 
that is his fate. But it may also be seen as political real¬ 
ism, an awareness of the millions killed and exiled in 
the name of justice, an awareness that all murderers are 
convinced of the righteousness of their deeds. 

According to Augustine, love for God and denial of 
self leads to Jerusalem, which is the Church of this 
world but also a celestial community of saints. Augus¬ 
tine, however, had few illusions that turning towards 
heaven would produce order in this world. 

For Aquinas, the state is a meaning in life which estab¬ 
lished by public discourse. It reflects people's rational 
nature and has political order as its consequence. The 
state as res publica enables people to Mfil general in¬ 
stead of merely ephemeral needs. Man's natural capac¬ 
ities, including his primary moral principles, are a con¬ 
sequence of man's similarity to God. Rationality, ac¬ 
cording to Aquinas, is at the very core of humanity. 
Man's nature leads him to overcome social selfishness 
and build a society within a framework of political or¬ 
der. The civil law of all nations must follow natural 
law. If there is a schism between Christian nations con¬ 
cerning the practical application of these supreme nat¬ 
ural laws, there must also be, according to Aquinas, a 
supra-national interpreter of supreme authority, who is 
never directly involved in state affairs but who, in ex¬ 
ceptional cases, can and must employ his authority in 
order to pass judgement in a spirit of justice. Aquinas 
firmly believed that the authority of the Roman Pope 
would become recognised as sacrosanct in relations 
between Christian nations. "In order to separate the 
spiritual from the transient", he says, "the rule of this 
kingdom has been given not to the kings of this world 
but to the priests, and before all to the greatest among 
them, the heir to St, Peter, vicar of Christ, the Roman 
Pope, to whom all kings must be subject, just as they 
are subject to Jesus our Lord." 

But just as Aquinas was proposing this vision of order 
within and between states, history swept the Christian 
West in a completely different direction. The immedi¬ 
ate future belonged not to a united Christian empire, 
but to individual nation-states. A sense of national be¬ 
longing came to outweigh other loyalties. People, in 
their expectations, turned to the peace their national 
army could provide, and not to a Roman Pope. 


Taking a Christian viewpoint of the relationship be¬ 
tween the national and the trarjs-national, let us look 
briefly at what principles of modem political relations 
we can see in the Balkans. The Catholic Church dis¬ 
tances itself from the quest for national sovereignty: 
this occurs through the creation and expansion of na¬ 
tion-states. It regularly participates in the modelling 
and implementing of Catholic national plans, but it is 
never a mere too! in the hands of a particular state. 
Though the Catholic Church can often exert strong 
pressure on national politics, there is a clear distinction 
between this and the actions of the Orthodox Churches, 
which have always been the tool of national politics 
and its subordinate. The Catholic Church maintains its 
trans-national nature, finding support for its aims in na¬ 
tional plans, whereas the Orthodox Church derives its 
trans-nationalism .from subservience to the purposes of 
national plans. 

Since the Christian understanding of history is linear, 
there can be no tmths revealed by God after Christ. This 
means that Christianity in all its forms cannot accept 
the tmth of Islam: though forced to explain it as a phe¬ 
nomenon, Christianity must deny it as a spiritual truth. 

Islam 

Islam is held to be God's final and complete revelation. 
It rounds off the sequence of revelations since the first 
Man, via a long series of prophets, till their sealing in 
the person of the Prophet Mohammed - who, through 
God's revelation, came to embrace the whole of the 
world and humanity, of individual and social life. Man, 
as God's most perfect creature, stands at the centre of 
Islamic revelation. Human nature expresses itself 
along a scale from awareness of God to oblivion of 
self. Relations between people, Islamic or otherwise, 
take their shape according to their position on this 
scale. People, according to Islam, are divided into 
races, nations, tribes and religions in order to know and 
compete with one another. Belonging to any of these 
entities brings no advantage: there is only awareness of 
God and the duty to do good and prevent evil. Human¬ 
ity, therefore, is an entity that has to comply with the 
Law of God. And this means that it is the aim of Islam 
to create conditions where human nature, which of it¬ 
self strives for devotion to God, can express itself free 
of hindrance and false values (kufr). The basic unit of 
human relationships is, according to Islam, the family. 
Islam points to the simplicity of man's biological ori¬ 
gins ("a drop of seed") and the fact that all, from first to 
last, as children of one ancestral marriage, share the 






same family tree. The Revelation's ideal applieation, 
its perfect model, is to follow it, as the Prophet Mo¬ 
hammed demonstrated to man. His followers form the 
ideal community, guided by the duty to establish a 
place where people will submit to a Divine moral order 
{medina). Wherever Muslims (followers of Islam) live, 
they shape their community and their society on the 
basis of the Revelation and Example of the Prophet of 
God. It is their aim to make the whole earth a medina, 
or community of believers. However, this does not 
mean that they want to establish a world order that ex¬ 
cludes diversity of religious traditions, for God "ap¬ 
pointed law and way of life" unto every nation. Hu¬ 
manity as a whole forms one umma, a single mother- 
community; this is made up of smaller ummas, each 
defined by its adherence to a revelation preceding that 
of the Qur'an (Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, Bud¬ 
dhists, and so on). These individual ummas are gov¬ 
erned by their own religious laws and can coexist in 
medina. Their independence ceases only if it curtails or 
jeopardises the leading role of Islam as the final and 
complete revelation of God. Each of the individual um¬ 
mas can include members of different races, nations 
and tribes. Value-systems stem from the Divine scale 
of values, hence they cannot conflict with the rulings 
of Islam. If they do, this is a consequence of their not 
accepting the indivisibility of the sovereignty of God. 
Medina, as the Islamic State, is the realisation of this 
sovereignty within human society; in it, no individual 
or collective can hold sovereignty without total subju¬ 
gation to the guidance of God, as revealed in His Epis¬ 
tle and the example of His Prophet. If one seeks for 
analogies in European political theory, the source of 
modem concepts of sovereignty, it appears that the Is¬ 
lamic model of the state implies both constitutional 
sovereignty, as determined by the Qur'an and the Sun- 
nah, and judicial sovereignty, as determined by law 
and the Community's duty to ensure that the holders of 
power submit themselves utterly to the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah. Islamic law is therefore divine law, but the 
revelation and the example of God's Prophet give Mus¬ 
lims the duty, as witnesses before all other peoples, to 
follow God's instmetions and prohibitions. 

Nations, according to Islam, are recognisable and ac¬ 
ceptable parts of the umma, whether as general human 
or as Muslim communities. Just as Islam categorises 
the world by its submission or opposition to Islam, so 
nations either side with Islam or side with war. Sover¬ 
eignty, for a nation that sides with Islam, implies the 
ability to defend itself fi’om the imposition of all over¬ 
lordship but that of God and of all laws but those of Is¬ 


lam. A nation-state is therefore un-Islamic and in con¬ 
flict with Islam, unless it is a medina - a state where 
people are included in the moral system of God. 

A chronological view of revelation, as with Islam and 
Christianity, leads Christianity and Islam into near-in- 
soluble conflict. Christianity denies truth to Islam, for 
Islam denies Christ as the final and ultimate word of 
God. Islam affinns Christ as the word of God, but sees 
this word as one element in the total revelation given 
by the Qur'an and the Sunnah. The consequence of this 
relationship can be seen by the fact that where Islam 
holds sway, Christianity has survived for centuries. 
Wherever the political rule of Christianity has been es¬ 
tablished, however, Muslims and their culture are no 
more than exceptions. Here Bosnia is the prime exam¬ 
ple. Wherever the political rule of Islam was estab¬ 
lished, both churches and monasteries have survived, 
but wherever its rule was destroyed, Muslims, mosques 
and all their cultural heritage have ceased to exist. 

Although Islam admits the fact that nations exist, it 
does not admit value-systems generated by national 
myths. In such systems, tribes and "nations" raise what 
is good for themselves to the level of principle, outlaw¬ 
ing all that opposes this good, regardless of whether it 
is good for others. It justifies doing unto others what 
would be unacceptable if done by others unto oneself. 
Islam resolutely rejects such blinkered value-systems 
as a threat to fundamental human intuitions and values. 

Islam, by contrast, resolutely proclaims a political vi¬ 
sion of the world as a unity in space. This is not an 
umma of Muslims, who form only one sector of an Is¬ 
lamic state. The basis for the organisation of each in¬ 
dividual umma is its religious tradition; and the basis 
for relations between Muslims and other communities 
is the Qur'an's principle that religious compulsion is 
unacceptable. 

The concept of a world Muslim conununity is a radical 
and integrationist political ideal of a community 
shaped by Divine rather than human laws - laws that no 
sovereign or authority can alter. This concept - of a plu¬ 
ralist system of laws based on Divine Authority - has 
had no influence on political thought in the West. 

Serbhood 

The idea of Serbian national liberation and the creation 
of a Serbian nation-state is essentially an anti-Islamic 
one. Serbhood sees Islam as the destroyer of the me- 



dicval Tsar DuJSan's Serbian, Orlbodox Hmpire, since 
shrouded in mystique. This liiupirc's rcslorulion is only 
possible through the annihilation of everything Islam¬ 
ic. The root-and-branch genocide of Muslims in Serbia 
proper during the Serbian Uprisings of the early 19th 
century brought about the first objective - the forma¬ 
tion of a core for a Serbia that would be "Dusan's Em¬ 
pire reborn". This enabled long-tenu schemes for a 
Greater Serbia gradually to appear on the political 
scene. These can be recognised in a series of political 
and quasi-political acts spanning almost two centuries, 
from Vuk Stefanovic Karadzic* to the penners of the 
Serbian Academy's Draft Memorandum.** 

As the Balkan lands which are the target of Greater- 
Serb aspirations are occupied by different ethnic 
groups, the Greater Serbia scheme proclaims ail these 
territories Serb on the basis of "sacred historic rights . 
All populations inhabiting these geo-political areas are 
proclaimed Serb, and must be subjected to a "general 
unification of all Serbs". Subjugation or removal of 
ethnic groups that are not and do not consider them¬ 
selves Serbian is part and parcel of the Greater Serb 
plan. Here Bosnian Muslims, Croats, Albanians and 
Montenegrins are in the first line of fire. The main, 
central thrust of the creation of a Greater Serb State, in 
other words, is directed against Bosnian Muslims and 
Albanians. Only in the final drawing of the Greater 
State's borders will the Idea entail conflict with Bulgar¬ 
ians, Hungarians and Croats. In their eradication of the 
Bosnian Muslims and their culture, the executors of the 
Greater Serb plan assume the support of every world 
state established or inspired by Christianity. 

The Draft Memorandum proclaims Montenegro and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina as key areas of expansion in the 
battle for a Greater Serbia. This presupposes support 
fi^om "Bosnian Catholic clerical circles". Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is one of the main targets of such policies. 
Jovan Cvijic stated in 1908 that "the sine qua non of 
nationalism is that foreigners, a foreign state, must 
never be given the centre and heartland of a nation, for 
this is what Bosnia and Herzegovina means to the Serb 
people." Hence any manifestations of national identity 
among Bosnian Muslims must be denied and sup¬ 
pressed from within. If historical conditions allow, 
they should be physically erased, by the sort of means 

* Lexicographer and folk-song collector, the "father of the 
Serbian language": Translator, 

**The mid-1980s document that gave intellectual re¬ 
spectability to the Greater Serbian idea: Translator . 


advocated by Vasa Oiibrilovic, drawing on historical 
experience of genocide against Bosnian Muslims and 
Albanians, in his programmatic lecture The Tviclion of 
the AriHiiili (1907). 

The cult of Sava, Serbia's patron saint, in Orthodox-na¬ 
tionalist ideology aims to unite all Orthodox believers 
as the ruling tribes of the territory of Du.san s erstwhile 
Empire. It is not hard to understand how Nikolaj Ve- 
limirovic, Bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church, re¬ 
alised in the 20th century the true nature of St. Sava's 
sanctity: "Yet one cannot deny respect to the present 
German leader Adolf Hitler, who, as a simple crafts¬ 
man and common man, has realised that nationalism 
without religion is but an anomaly, a cold and unreli¬ 
able clockwork. Here in the 20th century he has dis¬ 
covered St. Sava's ideal, and though an amateur, he has 
undertaken among his people the supreme task, fit for a 
saint, a genius and a hero alone..." The Greater Serb 
Idea must be imposed by hook or by crook on all who 
are not Serbs or do not consider themselves as such. 
They must be ruthlessly destroyed or expelled, and all 
traces of their culture and existence (cities, mosques, 
cemeteries, schools, libraries, and so on) be destroyed. 
Thus, on the territory of historical Bosnia - which 
spread beyond the borders of present-day Bosnia and 
Herzegovina - systematic annihilation of the Bosnian 
Muslims and everything related to their presence has 
been carried out for over three centuries. The various 
acts of genocide, perpetrated on the territories that 
were either occupied or prepared for occupation during 
the so-called Serb Uprisings and changes in land own¬ 
ership, are there for the telling. 

Croathood 

In the face of an aggressive, expansionist Serb national 
policy, Croat national policy assumes a defensive pos¬ 
ture. This means it is often a mere reflection of Serb 
national policy, providing its more active opponent 
with a raison d'etre. The proponents of the Greater 
Serb ideal lay claim to all of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and substantial parts of present-day Croatia, with Croa¬ 
tian national space restricted to those territories which 
they think can be "amputated". In reply, Croat national 
policy insists on a Greater Croatia that includes Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, at least in part. Appeal is made to 
historic right, which relies on the same Greater State 
logic that we find in Greater Serb policies. This stance 
vis-a-vis Bosnia and Herzegovina can be recognised in 
the writings of leading Croat politicians, from Ante 
StarCevid to Franjo Tudman. 








The concept of Croat national sovereignty implies the 
creation of a Croat state that would include all Croats. 
If one adds the need for Croatia to break the geo-polit¬ 
ical jaws between which it is clenched today, there is 
only one solution - to annex parts of Bosnia. The nu¬ 
merical advantage of the Serbs over the Croats has in¬ 
spired Croat politicians to count the Bosnian Muslims 
as Croats. Thus all areas which Bosnjoci (i.e. Muslims) 
and Croats (i.e. Catholics) share are proclaimed "Croat 
ethnic territories". With conflicting Croat and Serb am¬ 
bitions towards Bosnia, and with the Muslims forming 
an obstacle to both Greater States, the political future of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is seen by these two policies 
as a purely Serb-Croat matter. Any Bosnian-Muslim na¬ 
tional interests are completely ignored. All the territo¬ 
ries where Muslims form the majority are left to the 
Greater Serb imperialists. Greater Croatian and Greater 
Serb policies disagree on the division of territory, but 
are strikingly identical on the issue of Bosnia and the 
Bosnian Muslims. Castigating the Serb Academy's 
Memorandum for its "destruction of fraternity, harmo¬ 
ny and all opportunities for Croat-Serb coexistence, 
with the aim of replacing coexistence in harmony and 
mutual respect with the legalisation of Greater Serb im¬ 
perialism and an unashamed lust for conquest with the 
purpose of creating a Greater Serbia", Miroslav Brandt 
in Anti-Memorandum (1986) defines the territory of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina - one of Greater Serbia s 
prospective conquests - as "Serb-Croat territory'. 

Although Greater Croat and Greater Serb policies are 
directly opposed to one another, they are, it appears, in 
agreement on their negative stance towards Bosnian 
Muslims and the Bosnian state. They come up with the 
same excuses for their schemes of conquest for Bosnia. 
Both Greater-State policies fondly quote the medieval 
slogan antemurale christianitatis, which presupposes a 
supportive alliance of Christian nations and trans-na¬ 
tionalisms. As Stjepan Radic writes in his book Croat¬ 
ia's Living Right to Bosnia and Herzegovina, "each Eu¬ 
ropean people must be first and foremost Christian in 
culture, European in political aspirations, and both 
Christian and European in legal concepts." 

The Christian denial of the truth of Islam as divine rev¬ 
elation has had a devastating impact wherever Mus¬ 
lims have an established culture and Croats are now in 
the majority. Behind Croat national sovereignty stands 
the Catholic Church, insofar as Croat national feeling 
is linked to Catholicism - a faith which, directly or in¬ 
directly, denies truthfulness to Islam and hence to all 
its creations. And this attitude goes hand-in-glove with 


the plan for establishing a single Croat state, which de¬ 
mands the complete or partial annexation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. 

Bosnian Miislimhood 

Although both Orthodox and Catholic Christians have 
lived in Bosnia throughout its history, it has never 
formed part of any Serb or Croat state. For over one 
thousand years Bosnia has been a unity of religious di¬ 
versity. The medieval Bosnian Church was a frantic at¬ 
tempt to gather together this diversity in the face of ef¬ 
forts by the surrounding church systems to take over 
the land and its people. If we take Bosnjastvo as the 
marker of this unity*, the Bosnjaci, or Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, are a people in their own right by any European 
criteria. The key factor here is their sense and aware¬ 
ness of a unified religious tradition. As Islam, in 
Bosnia's complex archipelago of diversity, lies in com¬ 
plex contact with Orthodoxy and Catholicism, it is un¬ 
surprising that Bosnjastvo/Bosnian Muslimhood be¬ 
comes identified with Islam. The linear model of reli¬ 
gious history mentioned earlier forces Muslims to 
recognise Christian communities, as they are recog¬ 
nised by the Revelation of God. But the Christian com¬ 
munities themselves, in accordance with their belief in 
the finality of Christ's revelation, do not recognise Is¬ 
lam. The Bosnian Catholics therefore become ethnic 
Croats, whilst maintaining, of course, an awareness of 
Bosnia as their homeland. Likewise, members of the 
Orthodox church become Serbs who see Bosnia as 
their homeland. Muslims bear, deep in their collective 
psyche, the feeling that by adopting Bosnian Muslim¬ 
hood as their "nationality", they are increasing the pos¬ 
sibility of Bosnia's break-up. For if Bosnia is split into 
three parts - Croat, Serb and Muslim - then, as a conse¬ 
quence, the latter will have to define their own ethnic 
territory. Which cannot be Bosnia, but only a part of it. 
Their part will be seen as "Islamic", thus bringing them 
into a conflict with the West, and enabling Croats and 
Serbs in Bosnia to legitimately demand their own eth¬ 
nic territories and annex them to Croatia and Serbia. 


* The medieval Bosnian state was largely Christian, but its 
Church was significantly different from Catholicism or 
Orthodoxy - for which it found itself the target of "anti¬ 
heretic" Crusades. After Bosnia's conquest by the Ot¬ 
toman Turks in the late 14th century, most Bosnian Chris¬ 
tians became Moslem. The term Bosnjaci (in contrast to 
Bosanski Muslimani) expresses this ethnic continuity: 
Translator. 








The issue of national/ethnic sovereignly in Bosnia is a 
highly complex one. The Croats are a people whose 
right to sovereignty cannot be disputed, which also 
means the right to unite in one state. The same applies 
to the Serbs. But this means denying state sovereignty 
to Bosnia. Bosnia, therefore, has to be divided into 
three "ethnic territories" belonging to her three peo¬ 
ples, which can only lead to the union of Bosnian terri¬ 
tories with their neighbours. Here the Greater Croat 
and Greater Serb plans are in broad agreement. Once 
the division of Bosnia into three parts is justified, then, 
on the grounds of the Euro-Christian denial of Islam, 
the way lies open for full partition. And as Bosnian 
Muslims are an obstacle to partition, they must be de¬ 
stroyed from within and from without. From without, 
through brute force and denial of civil rights, which 
has been their experience for centuries. The effects of 
destruction from within can be seen in a lack of aware¬ 
ness of Bosnia's historical status as a cultural and polit¬ 
ical unity. The ebbing of Bosnian power is shown by 
the erasure from memory of the areas where genocide 
against Muslims resulted in Serb or Croat ethnic domi¬ 
nance. Whereas an ever-stronger awareness of histori¬ 
cal continuity is a key goal of Croat and Serb national¬ 
ism, this right is denied to the Muslims/^o^nyuc/. They 
are ruthlessly separated from the medieval bases of 
their modem and historical rights to Bosnia. If the long 
tide of withdrawal, dispossession and genocide is to be 
turned, we need to draw up and promote a mental map 
of Bosnia as a cultural and historical symbol of state¬ 
hood inseparable from the entirety of Bosnian-Muslim 
politics. 

The state sovereignty of Bosnia, therefore, must be re¬ 
alised in such a way as not to jeopardise the sovereign¬ 
ty of the Croats, the Serbs and the Muslims. The Mus- 
WmsIBosnjaci cannot be split off from the rest of 
Bosnia, for then their national sovereignty would not 
be realisable in terms of Bosnjastvo. Greater Croat and 
Greater Serb policies provide clear evidence of this: 
they want to impose external sovereignty on the Mus¬ 
lims, which would mean Bosnia's disappearance as a 
sovereign state. 

Conclusion 

In the Balkans, the rival trans-nationalisms of Chris¬ 
tianity and Islam intertwine with Serb, Croat and Mus- 
litn/Bosnjak nationalisms. None of the existing trans¬ 
nationalisms can see beyond the particular concerns of 
their member peoples, and concepts of national and 
state sovereignty mean no more than the emshing of 


the weak. Alliances are formed whose aim is the de¬ 
struction of states with their own history and culture, 
such as Montenegro and Bosnia-Herzegovina, as a 
means to the creation of a Greater Serbia and a Greater 
Croatia. Anti-pluralist religious prejudice on the part of 
the West, tarring the Muslims with the brush of a de¬ 
monised Islam, provides an excuse for renewed geno¬ 
cide against an ancient European people who are 
squeezed to the limits of endurance between two mili¬ 
tant nationalisms. 
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If Bosnian Muslims, as one of Europe's community 
of peoples, are compared to others in this communi¬ 
ty, they lean more strongly towards an intuitive 
rather than a rational system of values. This has 
made them, until recently, hesitant and indecisive 
when faced by the dominance of a system biased to¬ 
wards the sensory and rational. But in a time of 
flux, an intuitive set of cultural values can make one 
more adaptable and better prepared for the next 
stage in the cultural cycle. 

F or the Muslim people, force of external circum¬ 
stance has long dominated the expression of 
their inner impulses. With self-content so far off, 
they have felt only discontent with what is close at 
hand. They have been shadowed by the choice between 
a misty self-awareness and the dualism of Serb and 
Croat national ideology. Having to fix their position 
relative to the shifting relationships and borders be¬ 
tween the Western and Eastern wings of Southern 
Slavdom imposes an impossible dilemma. Siding with 
either Serbs or Croats is the first option. This, however. 




would inevitably bring about their own downfall, de¬ 
spite an intuitive feeling of inter-relatedness through¬ 
out the area of the language they share with Serbs, 
Croats and Montenegrins. The inevitable acceptance of 
this downfall is one horn of the dilemma. The other op¬ 
tion is to stress their own individuality, mirroring the 
claims of the Serbs and the Croats. But this gives rise 
to a double paradox. It requires Muslims to build their 
own national ideology in opposition or in parallel to 
those of the Serbs and Croats. On the one hand, as a 
moment's careful thought will indicate, this would set 
Bosnian Muslims directly against those with whom 
they share the same land, the same language, the same 
ethnogenesis, the same history, and so on. And it would 
also bring them into conflict with themselves, with 
their own preference for an intuitive system of values 
in which the European concept of ethnic identity has a 
different meaning. 

This dilemma reverberates throughout the political, 
economic, cultural and psychological universe of 
Bosnian Muslims. It is where all their hesitations, con¬ 
flicts and disagreements are rooted. Without examining 
this dilemma, we cannot understand the present situa¬ 
tion or foresee the future course of Bosnian Muslim 
politics and culture. 

Lack of self-awareness 

If Bosnian Muslims, therefore, as one of Europe's 
community of peoples, are compared to others in this 
community, they lean more strongly towards an intu¬ 
itive rather than a rational system of values. This has 
made them, until recently, hesitant and indecisive 
when faced by the dominance of a system biased to¬ 
wards the sensory and rational. But in a time of flux, 
an intuitive set of cultural values can make one more 
adaptable and better prepared for the next stage in the 
cultural cycle. 

The Musl im perception of self is, first and foremost, an 
intuitive, psychological one. It has never found full re¬ 
flection at a rational level, thus preventing the building 
of a clear and consistent political base that might have 
allowed Bosnia to defend herself and develop academ¬ 
ic, political and economic institutions akin to those of 
modem Europe. The Bosnian Muslims, to our knowl¬ 
edge, are the only European people of today who do 
not have a single political institution of their own as a 
base for their competitive and co-operative urges. 

Today, therefore, we can clearly state that the Bosnian 
Muslims have a strong sense of self relative to others. 


but that this fails to find expression in coherent con¬ 
cepts of politics and nationhood. This is the subject of 
disagreement amongst Bosnian Muslim intellectuals, 
often leading to open conflict in which any moral basis 
for Bosnian Muslimhood is lost. To which should be 
added the gloomiest fact in this rag-bag of diversity: 
that the opposing factions are so intent on having their 
say that they do not listen to each other. The differ¬ 
ences and divergences refuse to form a unified pattern 
which might show that opposites can also complement 
each other. As dialogue by European mles is possible 
only at the level of the rational, it must perforce be in¬ 
adequate, for it lacks a grounding in the intuitive foun¬ 
dations of the Muslim community. And so the Bosnian 
Muslims' questings gain an ever more distinct and dra¬ 
matic dimension as the Serb-Croat confrontation 
grows ever tenser. They are almost entirely prompted 
from outside. They become overshadowed by the dual¬ 
ity of exterior facts and their reflections, so that iimer 
uncertainties become pushed back ever deeper into the 
collective subconscious. The scattered shards of the 
Bosnian Muslim whole are then subjected to forces of 
destmction or an overriding sense of being pushed to 
the fringes of existence. They turn to an illusory centre 
situated somewhere outside their homeland, where 
they expect to find a solution or to be offered a per¬ 
spective that will enable them to navigate the harsh 
archipelago of their existence. The fiinges of the Mus¬ 
lim community adopt distant "models" that often enjoy 
no status in their immediate surroundings. Thus Mus¬ 
lims evaluate their speakers and philosophers, their 
champions and leaders by external standards. Those 
who are close at hand, whose lives vouch for their 
Muslimhood, might well remain inconspicuous, disre¬ 
spected and not infrequently despised. On the other 
hand, wielders of external symbols, with their skill in 
feigning compassion and courage, are raised up and 
honoured with positions of power and trust. What is 
more, this only leads to disappointment, thus sapping 
the strength needed to develop a politics, economics 
and culture that stem from within the national con¬ 
sciousness. 

An orientation towards the external turns Bosnian 
Muslims away from their own selves. Today, though 
they may wonder at the absurdity of the position of 
others, they fail to see that their own landscape is over¬ 
shadowed with grim omens of their own condition. 

Bosnian and/or Muslim? 

It is this level at which the notorious dualism appears: 
Bosnian and/or Muslim? This dualism vividly encap- 



sulatcs how their own sensibility and self-awareness, 
the intuitive values that arc truly theirs, have been lost 
and forgotten. In its place has come a rational striving 
after a framework for national identity that is a faith¬ 
ful copy, with slight variations of lines and colour, of 
the framework which Serbs and Croats have used for 
centuries. 

A people feels the way it feels. Forever confronted with 
oneself and one's environment, this feeling changes, be¬ 
coming stronger or weaker with time. A people gives 
this feeling the label that seems most fitting - one 
which, first and foremost, corresponds to the core of its 
national identity or its own over-riding intuition. Such 
a label is not exclusive, nor is it unchangeable. Further¬ 
more, it may be multiple and heterogeneous; if so, it 
will have its own hierarchy that corresponds to the 
multiple nature of self-memory. Thus the people we 
are concerned with here label their self-memory Mus¬ 
lim - the first of the names they give themseJves or arc 
given by others. In such a name a person can trace 
one's esoteric path back to its source, and onward till it 
meets the sea of ultimate cosmic diversity. In this name 
one recognises the sacred forms that shape one's path 
and enable one to walk it, thus giving one the strength 
to resist oppression from within and without. Along 
with this first and most decisive of labels one can be a 
Bosnian Muslim in the wider sense, or - more narrow¬ 
ly - a Herzegovinian, Montenegrin, Sandzaklija, Croat, 
Serb, and so on (the label "Bosnian-Muslim intellectu¬ 
al" is ample proof of this assertion!). But no single la¬ 
bel can encompass the whole of a people's sense of 
identity. Each label, moreover, conflicts to a certain ex¬ 
tent with this identity, as it tends to express one's com¬ 
mon fate within the South Slav community. However, 
this common fate in diversity is always more multiplex 
and all-embracing. Each of these labels brings the 
Muslim a certain uneasiness in his relationship with a 
Serb or a Croat, for he adopts them whiJst understand¬ 
ing them in a different way. Of course, they express 
highly subtle nuances of relationship, often invisible 
and incomprehensible even to well-meaning observers, 
if they lack sensitivity of insight. An insight which can¬ 
not be acquired by merely loading one's memory with 
unreliable traditions and bookish facts. 

Such relationships can be reconciled, conflicting 
though they seem. They give rise to two kinds of for¬ 
getting. The first is to forget Bosnia, Bosnian history, 
Bosnian culture, Bosnian politics, etc., in favour of 
loyalty to Islam, Islamic history, Islamic culture, Is¬ 
lamic politics, and so on. The second is to forget Islam, 


Islamic history, Islamic culture, Islamic politics, etc., 
in favour of Bosnia, Bosnian history, Bosnian, culture, 
Bosnian politics, and so on. Both kinds of forgetting 
exist and have undeniable effects. They are most fre¬ 
quently seen, however, through a secularist lens, by 
which each and every institution of the Islamic com¬ 
munity is seen as completely analogous to the Church 
in Western nations. Furthermore, they actually influ¬ 
ence these institutions into taking such a direction by 
forcing Islam and Islamic culture into an ecclesiastical 
mould. Thus the entire public domain, politics and eco¬ 
nomics in particular, is made an "Islamic-free zone", 
laying it open for remodelling in accordance with vari¬ 
ous ideologies and submission to the rule of non-Mus¬ 
lim centres of power. Here it is worth stressing yet 
again that Islam has no Church, and that a Church can¬ 
not be imposed on any Muslim people if they are to 
safeguard the right to their own future. This is why 
Bosnian Muslims are unable to adopt the concept of 
secularisation as affirmed in traditional European cul¬ 
tural circles. For this is a concept that is becoming in¬ 
creasingly invalid in its own birthplace, and is being 
vociferously accused for its role in today's violence 
against man and his world, which is the source of to¬ 
day's global crisis. 

The very visibiility of this crisis, which points to a sea- 
change in cultural development, indicates that value- 
systems typical of the Muslim heritage should be seen 
as the cultural patterns of the coming age. 

In the all-embracing and cosmopolitan nature of Islam 
some see the risk of forgetting Bosnia and a conse® 
quent lack of commitment to its defence from the de¬ 
signs of others driven by national ideologies. This fear 
can be understood, but not justified. Indeed, there is no 
sense in denying or demoting to second place the most 
decisive factor in the Bosnian Muslims' independence 
of identity. 

Regaining or creating self-awareness presupposes, nat¬ 
urally, being at home in one's homeland - not with 
ethnogenesis as the key factor, but rather on the basis 
of the awareness that we are all bom free and, conse¬ 
quently, are responsible for ourselves and all those 
around us. Thus we must prove our world-view by our 
own actions in the place where we first touched the 
earth, whilst rejecting the fallacy that our ancestry enti¬ 
tles us to anything not gained by such actions. 

Disagreements, splits... 

Let us leave, for a moment, this subtle thread of feeling 
that all Bosnian Muslims share, exposed as they are. 


without the carapace of reason, to the blows of earth 
and heaven. It is time to look at the multiple divisions 
that separate the Bosnian Muslim people. 

The first division is formed by our ignorance of self on 
the one hand, and the knowledge that others have of us 
on the other. This ignorancc/knowlcdgc has numerous 
consequences, in which the feeble rays of our waxing 
and waning awareness are all too often lost. The moth¬ 
er of this ignorance is an ignorance of Islam as the 
source of Muslim identity. What is most dangerous 
about this ignorance is that we are not conscious of it. 
We think we know Islam. However, our knowledge is 
no more than a handful of prejudices gained through 
the assumptions and teachings of outside obserx'ers, 
who define what their own acts as culture and every¬ 
thing else as non-culture. 

The second division arises from the promotion of the 
secularist concepts of education, science, technology, 
and even art, to the top of the hierarchy of cultural val¬ 
ues. This implies that "Muslim culture" is an all-but- 
impossible concept, as secularism is alien to its being. 

The third division within the Muslim people stems 
from a conflict between the intuitive value-system of 
traditional Muslim culture and the views prevailing 
among Muslim intellectuals educated according to a 
European Cartesian-mechanistic model of the world. 
An additional division arises, of course, between intel¬ 
lectuals from the humanities on the one hand, who are 
- unless discussing art and its history - tied finnly into 
ideological frameworks far from their Muslim spiritual 
roots, and science- or technology- oriented intellectu¬ 
als on the other, who see their heritage as ideological 
independence whilst denying any relationship with the 
source of their Muslim self Completety absorbed into 
the framework of "unprejudiced" European scientific 
thought, they fail to see that it is, for that very reason, a 
structure of prejudices and their modern-day conse¬ 
quences. They are ignorant of "the reproachful soul". 

The fourth division arises from unawareness that unity 
can lie in diversity. All today's conflicts are, in some 
people's eyes, a sign of decadence, of a future that will 
lead Muslims into oblivion. Others, however, see the 
strength of the opposition as a sign of a grand plan that 
will be revealed by fate once all the Bosnian Muslim 
people's contradictions are recognised as part of a unity. 

These four underlying divisions in Bosnian Muslim 
identity are the only ones. Indeed, no others are possi¬ 


ble. Every variiilion in people's understanding and 
.sense ol national identity, in their awareness and igno¬ 
rance of language, politics and culture, arc only rcriec- 
tions, changeable and deceptive on the surface, of 
these and similar divisions. 

Cemeteries arc not enough 

The Bosnian Muslims of today have all the diversity 
they need to understand their world and help steer it to¬ 
wards a harmony in keeping with itself. Giving this 
sort of expression to such a vast diversity would be pos¬ 
sible through its systematic inter-relatedness, guided by 
the principle of carefully balancing odd and even. In 
other words, comparing all only makes sense in rela» 
tion to the One, which is comparable to nothing else. 

The Bosnian Muslim intellect nowadays is a folkloris- 
tic "craft workshop" which shows little sense of Mus¬ 
lim identity or harmony with its own self-image. To¬ 
day's Bosnian Muslims have no institution correspond¬ 
ing to what they feel in their hearts. No -1 was wrong! 
They do have an institution which is theirs and sepa¬ 
rate - the Muslim cemeteries! True, they are badly ne¬ 
glected and have even been systematically destroyed. 
Yet these are theirs alone. 

Admittedly, the Muslims also have their religious com¬ 
munity. For a long time it played an honourable role in 
the cruel history of the Bosnian Muslims. However, it 
has usually been linked to the cemetery model just 
mentioned, which has reduced Muslim spirituality to a 
tenuous sandbar of existence, defenceless against the 
batterings of a European Christian sea. 

Now is the time to face the question of how Bosnian 
Muslim intellectuals must rally together and unite. 
Where must we raise the pillars of the temple beneath 
whose roof we might gather all these diversities and di¬ 
visions? How can we build a roof of our own for all the 
Muslim thinkers who now shelter under other roofs, 
beside ancestral graves across the land, or abroad? 
How can we gather them here and still preserve their 
presence in the world? Consider the creation of male 
and female! Surely your striving is to diverse ends. 
How can this question be raised amongst them? 

And the issues just addressed can be tested close at 
hand. Only if we learn to recognise ourselves here, in 
the space of everyday encounters, in all our towns and 
villages, only if we learn to talk about our differences 
and divisions - only then will we be able to recognise 


ourselves in a wider world that is seeking us and re¬ 
minding us of how we have forgotten ourselves. For let 
us not forget that any conversation requires language, 
and that language reflects a person's depths and pro¬ 
claims his fate. But let us also accept that we all have 
something to communicate to others or to hear from 
each other. 

The unity of the Bosnian Muslim people might fonn a 
model for a deeper self-awareness. Yet their intellectu¬ 
als are disunited and scattered, without parallel any¬ 
where in Europe. 

But can they recognise themselves in today's changes 
and the culture to come? 

Prospects of change in the Western cultural model 

The decades to which we belong attest to changes in 
the cultural cycle. Describing such change can yield 
different schemata which sketch the process in greater 
or lesser detail. To look at just the outlines of the pre¬ 
sent changes, let us take the model of cultural evolu¬ 
tion by fluctuations in value systems, adopted by the 
American sociologist Pitrim Alexandrovitch Sorokin 
(1889-1968) in his influential work Social and Cultur¬ 
al Dynamics. All manifestations of culture, according 
to Sorokin's model, are based on three fundamental 
value systems: conceptual, sensory and idealistic. The 
conceptual value system considers the reality of the 
world to be outside the material world. This reality is 
seen as situated in the spiritual domain, with knowl¬ 
edge being acquired through spiritual experience. This 
system emphasises absolute moral values and the 
supreme human measures of justice, truth and beauty. 
The hypothesis that matter is the ultimate reality and 
that spiritual phenomeria are only the expressions of 
this reality, gives rise to the sensory value system. Ac¬ 
cording to this concept, all moral values are relative, 
and sensory perception is the sole source of knowledge 
and truth. Thus measurable reality is the only reality. 
Thus what science cannot reach, what is beyond senso¬ 
ry perception, is not real. 

These two systems of culture are in constant interplay, 
the effects of which are evident, from time to time, in a 
middle and unifying system that represents a hannony 
between them. This harmony is usually called the ide¬ 
alistic value system. In this system, reality has sensory 
and supra-sensory aspects that are simultaneously pre¬ 
sent as parts of a unified whole. It is clear that the Is¬ 
lamic classical tradition represents one of the most sig- 


iiificant expressions of the idealistic systems balance 
and harmony. Such a balance, with the exception of its 
reflection in the Renaissance, has not yet been reached 
in the general course of European cultural develop¬ 
ment. However, if we look at the whole picture, we are 
now witnessing the waning of the sensory culture 
across the widest of planes. We are approaching a sea- 
change in the cultural eyeJe. And this imposes the need 
to question the basic assumptions, teachings and values 
of Western rationalism and its intellectualist con¬ 
structs. Plus the need to reject all the procedures for 
modelling reality that were sacrosanct until recently, 
including the models widely adopted by the sciences. 
On the other hand, some of the models that used to be 
considered non-scientific and inappropriate to Western 
culture are turning out to be gloriously valid after all. 
The centuries after the Renaissance permitted rational 
thought while tacitly avoiding or rejecting intuitive 
thought, despite the fact that they are two complemen¬ 
tary sides of the same thing. The former belongs to the 
domain of reason, its role being one of discernment, 
judgement and classification. But this means that ratio¬ 
nal perception is doomed to ineompleteness. Intuitive 
perception, however, is rooted in direct experience of 
reality. In other words, it comes from a state of expand¬ 
ed consciousness. Such perception aims at being syn¬ 
thesising, non-linear and holistic. Intuitive wisdom in¬ 
spires ecological action, in contrast with rational per¬ 
ception, which breeds cultural egocentricity. Sure signs 
of change are a growing refusal to accept the domi¬ 
nance of rational perception over intuitive wisdom, sci¬ 
ence over religion, competitiveness over co-operation, 
the exploitation of natural resources over their hus¬ 
banding, and so on. This dominance has thrown the 
world perilously out of balance, as the 20th century of 
the Christian Era has painfully borne witness. 

This imbalance has many reverberations: in thought 
and feeling, values and viewpoints, social and political 
structures. Furthemiore, it has produced a mutuaily 
supporting structure of academic, political and eco¬ 
nomic institutions which remain completely blind to 
the lethal imbalance of the value system which they are 
based upon. 

We have lost touch with our own biological base more 
completely than ever before. We are witnessing a glar¬ 
ing mismatch between intellectual power, scientific 
knowledge and technological skill on the one hand, 
and wisdom, spirituality and ethics on the other. Now 
the diserepancy has reached breaking point: a cultural 
sea-change is inevitable. This is what is restoring va- 


lidity and relevance to the value categories that have 
civen Bosnian Muslims their intuitive self-awareness. 
The astonishing tragedy of their situation oiTcrs, per¬ 
haps. the promise of a vital, fruitful mission in the mod¬ 
em \\orld that has emerged on Europe's labyrinthine 
borderlands. 

Signs of political and intellectual unity 

The first outlines of unity are taking shape amongst 
Bosnian Muslim intelleetuals. A Europe-wide culture 
shift is bringing an end to their powerlessness and 
paralysis, and initiating a widespread process of politi¬ 
cal organisation. 

This begs a question; what place does all this intellec¬ 
tual diversity have relative to the wider philosophical, 
spiritual and political movements of the contemporary 
world? 

Nowadays many, with good reason, recognise the origi¬ 
nal values of Islam in the present shift of value systems 
- in the growth of eco-consciousness and a stronger 
sense of ethical beliefs and orientations, in the ever 
more prevalent view that the small mirrors the great 
and is therefore just as worthy of human attention, in 
voluntary modesty and self-denial, in the redirecting of 
economic growth towards internal growth and devel¬ 
opment, and so on. Countless books published all over 
the world speak of this today, as do countless high-lev¬ 
el Western academic conferences. More and more peo¬ 
ple are seeing Western science as the errant son of the 
Islamic-Hellenistic legacy, whose original assumptions 
should be brought to the world's attention. 

However, if such assumptions are to be adopted, there 
must be more than one entry point into the aspect of 
Western civilisation which, during this time of flux, is 
becoming enriched by the neglected principles of intu¬ 
itive wisdom. And this might well give the Bosnian 
Muslims, as a European people, the privilege to be in= 
terpreters of Islam's holistic views to the West on the 
one hand, and messengers to the "Islamic world of 
those transformations in European culture which af¬ 
firm Islamic values on the other. This also means that 
we, as a community caught between two European 
concepts of nationhood, must grasp, deepen and de¬ 
fend our individuality by following the golden mean 
between rational perception and intuitive wisdom, and 
see our actions as conditioned by the new age - an age 
which all humanity is entering as it undergoes an un¬ 
stoppable culture-shift. 


Our espousal of a different concept of ethnic identity, 
by which the Bosnian Muslim community can preserve 
its own intuitive perception, has proved prophetic. But 
whether it is to bear fruit now depends on how we ear¬ 
ly out our task: for Muslim intellectuals to gather to¬ 
gether beneath the roof of unity in diversity. 



And what now? 


The Serbs and Croats must accommodate all as¬ 
pects of their development to that of the Bosnian 
Muslims. It is in their interest. Co-operation and 
competition is the road to survival and progress. 

I t is said that a condition for happiness in this world 
is the belief that all we do has its reflection in 
Heaven. It is also said that the lack of such a belief 
is both the source and explanation of the violent explo¬ 
sion of ugliness that threatens to cover the face of the 
Earth. 

But who today still sets his sights and course by the 
distant stars? Who still directs his thoughts and actions 
to a goal outside the frame of days and years? 

The elections in Bosnia are over now. Many took them 
as their goal, pursuing them with passionate abandon. 
All Bosnia was tense, as if before a storm. But there 
was no storm. Only thunder, followed by a gentle re¬ 
lease and a vague fear at the uncertainty of new tasks. 

The Bosnian Muslim people are their own masters 
again, after more than a century. In the space of hardly 
six months they have taken their politics into their own 
hands. But this time it was with a clear basis for solv¬ 
ing the issues that earlier Bosnian Muslim political 
movements had faced. In other words, the present 
Bosnian Muslim political movement has no doubts 
about its people's identity. Furthermore, it is rooted 





both in local conditions, i.e. tlic sovereignly of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, and in European trends in which the 
general and the particular are clearer than ever before. 
The overthrow and dissolution of power, as with the re¬ 
building and unification happening before our eyes 
from the Urals to the Atlantic, is no longer accompa¬ 
nied by troop movements, arrests and killings. The 
world is a big place, like a building site where struc¬ 
tures are raised and demolished at the whim of the 
Holy Trinity of finance, politics and ideology. Alt at¬ 
tempts to establish a rule in defiance of this three-way 
equilibrium are doomed to failure. 

The ancien regime faced inevitable collapse mainly 
because it had not balanced the first dimension of the 
equilibrium. Unable to reach equilibrium by accepting 
the importance of the financial element of the I’rinity, it 
had to suffer the consequences of an'ogating political 
power and clothing itself in the rags of ideology. Alien¬ 
ated from the wishes and creative power of the people, 
it signed its own death warrant. Moreover, it became 
an active agent in stifling intellectual, manual and en- 
trepreneural talent at birth. 

So will the changes brought about by the elections be 
merely a reflection of collapse as part of the historical 
process? 

The answer to this question has to take account of all 
three dimensions of change. If seen from the Bosnian 
Muslims' point of view, it means that they must estab¬ 
lish unity in individuality, with the means of protecting 
and developing their individuality. Furthermore, the 
Bosnian Muslims must help the state of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to remain the first guarantee of their sov¬ 
ereignty, which can only be done by ensuring that sov¬ 
ereign and individual rights for the Bosnian Serbs and 
Croats are never in question. And then the Bosnian 
Muslims must ensure the definition and promotion of 
their place in the European community of peoples. 

These, then, are the three goals which are detemiined 
by the contemporary framework. But they provide Jit- 
tie insight into how they can be achieved. 

How are we to ensure financial power, which will em¬ 
power and stimulate the Bosnian Muslim people in 
their creative efforts? 

How are we to ensure the stability and effectiveness of 
political rule, which will allow the desires and interests 
of the Bosnian Muslim people to find expression? 


And how arc wc to transform the interests of the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims as a fully-llcdged people into a consistent 
and lasting ideology that will not ignore any knowl¬ 
edge or skill, even if we have to go to the ends of the 
earth to get it - but that will also fully respect the spiri¬ 
tual backbone of Bosnian Muslim identity and make it 
the core of an immutable life force? 

And the sequence is crucial, though not in a chronolog¬ 
ical sense. If a stable future is to be built for Bosnian 
Muslims, all three dimensions must be constmeted si¬ 
multaneously. But in terms of significance the order is 
as follows: fonance, politics and then ideology. 

This is why the question "What now?" is such a com¬ 
plex one. 

Bosnian Muslims must make autonomous decisions 
about financial power, or else they will not be a sover¬ 
eign people. Bosnian Muslims must make autonomous 
decisions about political power, or else they will not be 
a sovereign people. Total autonomy may well not be 
possible in either of these two areas. However, the 
courage and effectiveness of our decisions about the 
principles of change will be the measure of these au¬ 
tonomies. The extent of co-operation and competition 
with other peoples = in particular with Serbs and Croats 
- must be decided upon, conducted and assessed by the 
Muslims. Neither of these "musts" must ever again be 
taken away or transferred to anybody else. And this 
means that the issues of inter-community relations in 
all spheres of life must be assessed and determined. If a 
joint financial system is not in the true interests of the 
Bosnian Muslims, it must be changed and re-modelled 
so as to meet these interests. If the political power 
structure is not in accordance with Bosnian Muslim in¬ 
terests, it must be fundamentally changed, until it re¬ 
flects these interests in the best possible way. If the 
system of culture, science and education is not in total 
harmony with long-tenn Bosnian Muslim interests, it 
should be changed until it can secure the establish¬ 
ment, progress and protection of Bosnian Muslim spir¬ 
itual identity at all levels. There is no such thing as 
"joint interests" if they are contrary to the vital individ¬ 
ual interests of each participant in an accord. 

The Serbs and Croats must accommodate all aspects of 
their development to that of the Bosnian Muslims. It is 
in their interest. Co-operation and competition is the 
road to survival and progress. 

The Bosnian Musiims want to build a complete system 
of inter-community relations that will furnish a style of 







co-operation and competition rcllccting tlicir needs, 
wiiich are detcrmincil by tlicir own roots. 

But in order to make this possible, we now need to ilc- 
finc clearly how much of the Bosnian Muslims' sover¬ 
eignty is outside their inlluenee, and then how to re¬ 
trieve it. After that, we need to define clearly how 
much of that sovereignty can be assigned to others, and 
to detennine or confimi the conditions for sharing or 
delegating it in accordance with the Muslims' long- 
tenn welfare. 



Knots of Muslim 
politics 

No political system in the territory that Bosnian 
Muslims share as their homeland with Serbs, 
Croats, Montenegrins, Albanians and others has 
ever supported the Muslims in their striving for 
sovereignty. 

T he stronger a nation's links with its past, the 
sounder the sense of security and direction it 
finds, generally speaking, in the present. How¬ 
ever, this sense becomes more reliable and clearer 
when the present is turned towards the future. Bosnian 
Muslims, too, need to plot their direction by the inter¬ 
play of their past and their future. Since it is only from 
the present that we can view both face to face, we have 
to choose one of a number of positions to make our 
judgment. 

Today's Bosnian Muslims, it seems, are preoccupied 
with their own politics. This concept also has a whole 
series of specific features, depending whether it is 
looked at and assessed from within - i.e. from a Bosn¬ 


ian Muslim vicwpiiinl - or liom willioiit, i.c, from a 
non-Muslim vicwpoinl. This again tlircaicns Muslims 
with the imposition of external criteria on what is pri¬ 
marily theirs (though not independent of others), thus 
forcing them into a weary round of mouthing others' 
words and logical hair-splitting. The fact that the con¬ 
temporary world cannot be reduced to politics alone 
does not imply that there are phenomena in the world 
that have no political meaning. 

However, given the fact that the Bosnian Muslims have 
never even approximated to the degree of national sov¬ 
ereignty which was reached long ago by the Serbs and 
Croats, they now face the danger of reducing every¬ 
thing to politics, and thus their efforts to establish and 
build on their own sovereignty are in danger of losing 
momentum, and quail before the future and the immen¬ 
sity of the task. Thus the crucial task, in fact, is for the 
Bosnian Muslims to develop their political ideas to the 
full, be they economic, financial, social, cultural, sci¬ 
entific or technological. This task must be accom¬ 
plished autonomously, precisely because Bosnian 
Muslim politics is restricted by and dependent on oth¬ 
ers. Only from their own perspective will Bosnian 
Muslims be able to discern and assess the internal and 
external dimensions of their politics, its international 
limitations and sources of support. Only on this basis 
will it be possible to ascertain and establish clear rela= 
tions, of trust with the Serbs and Croats. 

No political system in the territory that Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims share as their homeland with Serbs, Croats, Mon¬ 
tenegrins, Albanians and others has ever supported the 
Muslims in their striving for their sovereignty. Indeed, 
every system has directly opposed such a striving, de¬ 
spite the undeniable fact that the national progress of 
the Bosnian Muslims has in no way jeopardised the na¬ 
tional progress of the Serbs, Croats and Montenegrins. 
Today all of them are faced, directly or indirectly, with 
the issue of the statehood of Bosnia and Herzegovina - 
an issue seen exclusively in terms of the national rights 
and needs of the Serbs and Croats. One fact is over¬ 
looked - deliberately and premeditatedly, of course: 
that to deny Bosnia her sovereignty means to deny her 
Muslims the possibility of sovereignty. 

The existence of Bosnia does not in any way jeopar¬ 
dise Serb or Croat national sovereignty. However, the 
existence of Bosnia is, without a shadow of doubt, a 
question of ethnic survival for her Muslims. This is 
why the question of Bosnia is like a knife to the throat 
of Muslim politics. In its cruel subtlety it acts as an 






endless threat to Bosnian Muslims, the effects of which 
are most pernicious if it reduces Muslim politics to a 
state of paralysing obsession. Its presence, more or less 
conspicuous, will inevitably result in the disintegration 
and dissolution of Bosnian Muslim identity, unless a 
firm and wide-ranging process of decision-making as 
to the sense and goals of Bosnian Muslim political life 
is instigated in accordance with the well-spring of 
Muslim views and beliefs. This also implies the estab¬ 
lishment and development of autonomous political 
systems in every field of economic, financial, social, 
cultural, scientific and technological life. 

Today, Bosnian Muslims have to cope with the surviv¬ 
ing outer forms of a politics that scarcely deigned to 
recognise them, and took from them as much as it 
could. The sanctity of some of these political forms 
deeply permeates the consciousness of all the partici¬ 
pants in the Yugoslav drama, instilling much greater 
fear amongst the Bosnian Muslims than amongst other 
South Slav communities. All things considered, this is 
what makes Bosnian Muslims into the quiet observers 
of the dispute between Yugoslavia's two "great pow¬ 
ers". However, this discourse concerns the Bosnian 
Muslims at least as much as those whose involvement 
excludes the Muslims. This exclusion is yet another in¬ 
stance of a deep-rooted belief about the role of Bosnian 
Muslims in Yugoslav politics. In it, they have always 
been putty in the hands of those who controlled Yu¬ 
goslav politics. This is possible even now, just as be¬ 
fore, for the simple reason that the knots of Bosnian 
Muslim politics have not yet been untied, and because 
it is still inadequately supported by and rooted in the 
resources of the Bosnian Muslim people. Though it 
carmot be denied that these resources count today for 
much more than ever before. International conditions 
are in their favour, as well as the efforts towards a de¬ 
nouement of the Yugoslav drama as the curtain rises on 
its next act. 

Many of today's enthusiastic advocates of unity on the 
political front cite the Prophet's well-known maxim: 
"Do not give power to those who demand it!" They, 
however, are forgetting the very core of the message: 
that the worst demands for power lie in the ambitions 
of individuals and groups to take over the positions of 
those who hand over (or refuse to hand over) power. 
Political rule is, it must be said, the struggle of the cun¬ 
ning against the good and reasonable. The dilemma of 
politics is that its means and ends, when reduced to 
politics alone, always favour the cunning. Therefore, 
when faced with politics of whatever ilk, one should 


seek for more reliable standards which will ensure that 
no phenomenon can be reduced to politics alone - stan¬ 
dards that will also ensure the protection of the com¬ 
munity both against the demanders and the granters of 
power. 

And this will be possible when, and only when, every 
national energy-node becomes linked into a network 
that is more powerful than politics in its most literal 
sense (whatever its interpretations by various political 
philosophies). 

These, then, are the knots that bind Bosnian Muslim 
politics. Only the hands of the whole people can unrav¬ 
el them - if the people as a whole become demanders 
and granters of power, in a grand coalition of mind, 
heart, soul and body. This will be possible when the 
words that Bosnian Muslims hold in their hearts are re¬ 
stored to their full and rightful dignity - words that 
have been forced underground, leaving only confusion 
behind them. 



No to a Vrbas 
Banate 

The attempt to carve up Bosnia and Herzegovina 
sounded Yugoslavia's death-knell. This attempt 
contributed substantially to the fires of civil war... 
Despite the mass graves and the torched houses in 
city, town and village, it is clear that the integrity of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot be destroyed. 

I t is vital to express our deep concern today at the 
attempts at galvanizing life into old ideas which 
were once thought to have been consigned to the 
political junkheap. 




It is also vital to declare our steadfast determination to 
oppose all those who threaten a free, democratic and 
sovereign Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is true that those 
who put finn faith in the sanctity of freedom have fear¬ 
lessly spoken out in her defence. But our desire for a 
free, democratic and sovereign Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina is actually a desire for the survival and progress of 
all of us who live within the borders of this ancient and 
dignified state, which Croats, Muslims and Serbs alike 
see as their homeland. Without her survival, there will 
be no future for our offspring in a new, open and com¬ 
plex world community, with all its possibilities and op¬ 
portunities for each individual and each nation. To 
threaten our Republic - let us say it out loud - is to 
threaten, directly and equally, the futures of our Serb, 
our Croat and our Muslim children. It has become clear 
to everybody today that we cannot and will not agree to 
the intentions of certain individuals or groups to carve 
up Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is clear because we 
are now more aware than ever that such a division is 
not possible without a river of blood and destruction, 
without reverting to a dark age of evil and lawlessness. 

It has become obvious to all why the Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian public cannot, and will not, agree to the dark 
schemes of certain groups in this and other parts of our 
Republic to carve Bosnia and Herzegovina into region¬ 
al satrapies shaped to their dark measure. 

We cannot agree with those who wish to carve out a 
new autonomous ethnic area, which today they are 
calling a "community of municipalities centred on 
Banja Luka". 

We cannot agree to such an scheme, because it is un¬ 
constitutional. Although its supporters plead the Con¬ 
stitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which provides 
for the possibility of uniting individual municipalities 
into a "community" on economic and territorial 
grounds, their decision is unconstitutional because the 
territorial principle has been replaced with the tyranny 
of the majority. They intend to "bind off and amputate" 
all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina where Serbs are 
not in the majority. In so doing, they are not at all con¬ 
cerned with "territorial" grounds as specified by the 
Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Such a deci¬ 
sion is unconstitutional because it reduces economic 
grounds to those of ethnicity alone. And, as we are all 
aware, economic factors in the modem world pay little 
attention to ethnic and nation-state borders. 

We cannot agree to such a scheme, because it also ex¬ 
cludes Muslims and Croats from involvement in all 


such arrangements or decisions. This is something we 
cannot accept, as we firmly believe that no freedom is 
possible for Bosnian Muslims if it in any way jeopar¬ 
dises the freedom of the Serbs and everyone else. Like¬ 
wise, we are convinced that there can be no freedom 
for the Serbs without freedom for the Muslims and 
everyone else. 

We caiuiot accept such a scheme because they are try¬ 
ing to pass it without the approval of Muslims or 
Croats, at hastily-convened municipal council meet¬ 
ings where Muslim and Croat representatives find 
themselves outvoted. 

And finally, this scheme is totally unacceptable be¬ 
cause it clearly reflects ideas and programmes which 
deny the sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina, their 
purpose being to create ethnic satrapies in the service 
of the Greater Serb ideal - an ideal that is entirely un¬ 
acceptable, since it negates the basic conditions of our 
existence. 

The supporters of these ideas, who are mainly inspired 
and instigated from outside Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
should realise that both Muslims and Croats in Bosnia 
believe that the majority of Serbs would never approve 
of anjdhing directed against the interests of other peo¬ 
ples in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and against the terri¬ 
torial integrity of our common republic. These groups, 
in fact, seem to have mistaken the Muslims' long and 
stoically borne political leaderlessness for weakness, 
and believe that the long-running process of denial of 
political and cultural rights to Bosnian Muslims can 
now continue by forcing them into the straitjacket of 
"ethnic areas". Our silence in the face of decades of an¬ 
ti-Muslim politics in Banja Luka does not mean igno¬ 
rance. The fact that the percentage of Muslims in the 
overall population of the town has continuously de¬ 
creased for the past hundred years is not something that 
can leave us passive. In 1921 in Banja Luka there were 
7, 201 Muslims, or 40%. This decreased to 15% in 
1971, with the trend continuing to only 12% in 1981. 
These negative population trends are not the only indi¬ 
cator of anti-Muslim politics in Banja Luka. In the 
same period about 30 mosques and many monumental 
Islamic tombs, graveyards, Qu'ran schools and other 
cultural monuments and institutions were destroyed. In 
Banja Luka alone, thirteen mosques have been demol* 
ished since World War II! 

Can these few facts really be the result of chance? 



We say, decisively and clearly, that Ihcy are the cITects 
of a plan which is totally nnacceptablc to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina - to Muslims, Serbs and Croats alike. 

Let us mention a few more facts, so as to sketch out the 
source and goals of this plan directed against Bosnia 
and Herzegovina's freedom and sovereignty. There is a 
striking similarity between the attempted establish¬ 
ment of a new "community of municipalities" centred 
on Banja Luka on the one hand, for instance, and the 
forced carve-up of South Slav historical units that fol¬ 
lowed the notorious January 6th Dictatorship* on the 
other. Yugoslavia was then split into nine provinces, or 
"banates", in order to enable the break-up of the histor¬ 
ical and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina. This genocidal "carve up and cordon off policy 
had the aim of making Bosnian Muslims a minority in 
each banate, thus removing them as a political and cul¬ 
tural factor in Yugoslavia's geography. This "banatisa- 
tion", or "cantonisation" as some present supporters of 
the same idea prefer to call it, made Serbs the majority 
in all the banates formed within present-day Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, and is considered to have dealt the 
death-blow to Bosnia and Herzegovina's statehood. 
This idea found its clearest expression in the establish¬ 
ment of the so-called Vrbas Banate, which strikingly 
resembles the present attempt at establishing a "com¬ 
munity of municipalities". In 1929, instructing Ban 
(Governor) Milosavljevic as to the establishment of the 
Vrbas Banate, King Alexander wrote: "...You are my 
personal choice for the post of Ban, that is. Ban of the 
Vrbas Banate, where a great national task awaits you. 
Here Serbs are in the majority, the very best of Serbs in 
their love for their homeland and patriotism in general; 
but amongst the Muslims and the Croats there are still 
individuals and minorities which cannot accept the 
new state of affairs. Therefore you will also have work 
to do here. Try to maintain good relationships with 
these dissatisfied elements and slowly win them over 
to the idea of state and national unity; but where harm- 
fiil activities need to be prevented, be determined and 
steadfast, destroying them root and branch whilst 
avoiding open battle." 

These ideas were intended to be carried out with all 
available means. The Serbian Cultural Club was partic¬ 
ularly closely involved in the fine details of planning 
and implementing these revived plans for a Greater 
Serbia - i.e. in planning the annexations and "national¬ 
isations" on the Krajina territory required to further the 


* Declared in 1929: 7>a«5/a/or. 


creation of a Greater Serbia. Consequently this Club 
actively promoted the idea of unity for all Serbs, with 
the exclusion of the Bosnian Muslims and Croats, fr 
essence, this idea is no less than an attempt to deny and 
destroy Bosnia and Herzegovina by gradually carving 
it up into regions, in order to cripple the political will 
of the majority of Bosnia and Herzegovina's citizens, 
and to abolish and push into oblivion the international¬ 
ly-recognised borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Supporting reorganisation as a path towards the de¬ 
struction of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dr. Stevan Mo- 
Ijevic, one of the champions of the Greater Serb and 
Chetnik programmes, discussed and explored ways 
and means of uniting all the Krajina Serbs, whilst total¬ 
ly denying all rights to the Bosnian Muslims and 
Croats. In his booklet "The role and significance of the 
Vrbas Banate", published in 1939, we recognise some 
of the arguments heard nowadays for a "community of 
Banja Luka municipalities". Persisting in this dark 
scheme - need it be said? - has brought us into a war 
whose suffering is without precedent in our history. 
What matters now is to believe that reason will prevail, 
and that reasonable people of all ethnic groups who 
live here together will scotch the fanaticism of the un¬ 
reasonable, however much loyalty they swear to their 
own group. 

The attempt to carve up Bosnia and Herzegovina sound¬ 
ed the first Yugoslavia's death-knell. It contributed sub¬ 
stantially to the fires of civil war, which took countless 
Serb, Muslim and Croat lives. Despite the mass graves 
and the torched houses in city, town and village, it be¬ 
came clear that the integrity of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina could not be destroyed. This was stated loud and 
clear by reasonable people from every group, for the 
tragedy of war showed the true deadliness of an idea 
based on the denial and humiliation of others. 

So how long can irresponsible individuals and groups 
insist on forcing people down people's throats a new 
"regionalisation", "banatisation" and "cantonisation" 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

Fully convinced of common-sense and devotion to 
peace, freedom and democracy, I think it is vital to do 
our utmost to deprive the powers of darkness of a fresh 
opportunity to commit their crimes against us, our chil¬ 
dren, our homes and towns! 

Bosnia and Herzegovina means, first and foremost, 
rights for all her people, for all the nations that make 




up her mosaic. Hence any denial of rights to just some 
of her people is out of the question. It imist be stead¬ 
fastly opposed. Questioning Ifosnia and Herzegovina's 
sovereignty, democracy and freedom means question¬ 
ing the luturcs of all individuals and ethnic groups who 
live here. 

Hence we cannot accept any scheme involving a denial 
of the rights of others. 

And an attempt at establishing new regions on an eth¬ 
nic basis within Bosnia and Herzegovina is a denial of 
the rights and interests not only of Bosnian Muslims 
and Croats, but also, I passionately believe, of Serbs. 

Such a union is totally unacceptable. It is unacceptable 
both to the Parliament and to the Government of this 
Republic. 



Forgotten 

question 

Saturday, May 18 

I 'm taking the night train from Sarajevo to Osijek. 
Between sleep and waking I try not to think about 
the dark tangle of events of the last few days. As if 
grasping at mist I return to the mystery of the child¬ 
hood question: "Mother, why were people made? ’ His¬ 
tory hoards and mirrors an infinity of different an¬ 
swers. The faithful say: "We were made for prayer and 
service to God, for virtuous, beautiful and good 
works!" Those with a sense of the sacred might say that 
men were made to create what is useful and beautiful, 
fine and fitting, things which give joy because they are 
filled with spiritual meaning. Creative skill, therefore, 


is a joyful quest for the centre of the self, its origins and 
purpose. 

Long-winded discussions and arguments, the arrogant 
cunning of speakers, ignorance shrouded in the empty 
reciting of rote-learned texts penned by others - all this 
keeps bringing me back to my same question. How dis¬ 
tant it is, I feel, from the brains of the wrinkled men in 
modem European clothing. The people I work with do 
have certain skills, I cannot deny it, but in whatever 
they do, almost no-one seems to find a spiritual mean¬ 
ing. If the spirituat meaning of our actions is superflu¬ 
ous, then one must accept that man himself is superflu¬ 
ous. Isn't this the source of all the emptiness and insa¬ 
tiable greed of our time? 

And while these wisps of thought float in the train 
moving across the Slavonian plain, I recall the words 
of the old button-maker from Fez : "The biggest pity 
nowadays isn't that they're importing plastic buttons 
that are much weaker and don't last as long as my hom 
ones. The dafitest thing is that, to make such buttons, 
people have to stand beside a machine, doing the same 
daft movements again and again, while an ancient 
trade like mine is fading away. What I do might appear 
simple to some, but it has a deeper meaning that you 
can't put into words. I learnt this skill through years of 
hard work and study. And if I wanted to pass it on to 
my son, I couldn't do it unless he wanted to. This skill 
has been handed down from master to apprentice, in a 
chain that began with our ancestor Seth, Adam's son, 
who was the first to teach people what he was taught as 
a prophet. Everything that comes from the prophets 
must have its own iimer and outer piupose. Gradually, 
in my life, I've come to realise that there's nothing acci¬ 
dental about this skill of mine, because each move¬ 
ment, each action and each interruption has its share of 
wisdom. And even if you can't see this, it's still stupid 
to rob a man of the legacy left to him by a prophet, and 
to stand him next to a machine where he does the same 
thing over and over again." 

Travelling from a city where for a month I have been 
involved in an attempt to establish the wisdom of pow¬ 
er, again I recall the division between work and wis¬ 
dom, artistry and holy purpose. For days I have been 
observing parliamentary delegates, cabinet ministers, 
and officials using their skills, but often without an 
awareness of the puipose of what they are doing. It is 
as if any internal meaning to their endeavours has died, 
and their actions have been reduced to a dogged devo¬ 
tion to instructions received long ago. And isn't their 





devotion to their own niytliic images of tlie work! just 
as dogged? How else can their present loyalty to some 
outside commander be explained? 

People, it seems, know least of all about the art of lis¬ 
tening. The importance of the skill deserves wider 
recognition. 

1 had lunch with my three assistants. I did my best to stop 
us discussing politics as we usually do. Yet there was no 
escaping the subject of the violence in Borovo Selo. 

Sunday, May 19 

I m driving towards Ljubljana. Pouring rain prevents 
me from seeing the passing fields. I catch the outlines 
of copses and flooded fields. 

Mesic has not been elected. People are surprised when 
I tell them it's a good thing. I'm finding that a policy of 
saying no to everything has lost all sense. Petty-mind- 
edness is its own judge and prosecutor. Claiming the 
right to admit only your own people to the Presidency, 
regardless of what others may think, and at the same 
time preventing others from getting their representa¬ 
tives in the Presidency, means ruling out all possibility 
of agreement. There are people who seem to think that 
an agreement makes sense only if it supports their 
stance. If not, why bother? 

I've been listening to a modem performance of Renais¬ 
sance music. I do not know how I happen to like this mu¬ 
sic so much. It seems to me that I can recognise in it a 
homeland of my own, long lost in the mists of memory. 

I've read the interview with A. Dilas in Nedelja. It 
makes me think that our political farce could do with a 
better education - spending some time, say, in centres 
of Western learning. If anyone else had said what Dilas 
did about Greater Serb politics, they would have told 
him to "stand up in public and explain his unacceptable 
enmity towards the Serbs". 

Monday, May 20 

I'm sitting in the office of Matija Malesic, Deputy Prime 
Minister of Slovenia. We talk about the changes in the 
Slovenian system of education, science, culture, health, 
old-age and disability pensions... The existing system 
should be harmonised with that of Central Europe. And 
the complexity of the task is stressed once again. 

The University needs fundamental reform. The present 
atomisation of departments, the split between research 
and teaching, the disorientated development of the uni¬ 
versity and the inability of most academics to justify 


their knowledge and status in terms of European stan¬ 
dards, should be done away with as .soon as possible 
This will meet with plenty of resistance and obstacles. 
Nevertheless, they have to be brought round to the idea 
of freeing themselves, as soon as possible, from this 
post-communist chaos. And to do this, let's face it, a 
different environment is needed. 

The time of change in which we live is a time of op¬ 
portunity for new people. With the vital urge to move 
forward and develop conditions for the implementation 
of tried and tested models from the developed West, 
we're seeing the fanatical advocates of nationai-saga 
social justice, the disciples of backwoods ideologists 
and motley orators and warriors of tribal utopias enter¬ 
ing the political scene, now festooned with the trap¬ 
pings of modem journalism. 

I thought that our people with scientific and business 
achievements in the West would be highest on the new 
democracy's request list. But maybe I expected too 
much. 

Ihesday, May 21 

The Assembly convenes. Scenes from past sessions are 
repeated. The Serb Democratic Party and Serb Restora¬ 
tion Movement representatives demand that priority on 
the Agenda should be given to their statement on the at¬ 
tempted assassination of Minister Ostojic. But they 
refuse to say anything about the statement itself. Others 
disapprove of their proposal. The session is adjourned, 
they withdraw for further consultation and then return... 
Eventually, by the end of the day, they submit their 
statement in the form of an ultimatum. We are again 
witnesses of the either-or method. "If it's not the way 
we want, we leave the Assembly" is the message of the 
statement, consisting of six questions addressed to the 
two partner parties in the Parliament and the Govern¬ 
ment. The request, it seems, forms part of the position 
ta en by Radovan Karadzic a few days ago: "In case of 
a split between coalition partners we will set up a paral¬ 
lel government." The constitution of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, however, provides for only one government. 
How is It possible to have two parallel governments? 
Which would then be anti-constitutional, and how could 
the constitutional one stop the unconstitutional one? 

Wednesday, May 22 

It appears that those who submitted the ultimatum had 
not expected the answer they got. They added another 
question to those already in their statement; to discuss, 
before all else, the question of the Assembly's stance 



on the position of Bosnia-1 Icrzcgovina in Yugoslavia. 
The answer was that all their deinaiuls were accepted, 
but also that the Assembly should adjourn Ibr seven to 
ten days. 

Threatening to withdraw from the Assembly has be¬ 
come the most powerlul argument in Assembly deci¬ 
sion-making. Voting on anything they dislike lays you 
open to aeeusations of treachery. 

Thursday, May 23 

The representatives of the Party of Democratic Action 
(SDA) have published in today's Oslobodjenje six sets 
of counter-questions demanding a reply from the Serb 
Democratic Party (SDS). These questions, I believe, 
reflect the true essence and depth of the misunder¬ 
standing between the two political factions. 

In the afternoon I talk to D.D. Horn, Second Editor of 
the Washington Post. He is working on a story about 
the Yugoslav question. Assuming that Mr. Horn, like 
many other journalists I have met, is not well-informed 
about the subtlety of the Bosnian mosaic, I try to direct 
his attention to the importance of our subtle differ¬ 
ences, for misunderstanding these differences fre¬ 
quently leads to wrong conclusions. In order to under¬ 
stand a painting properly, you have to pay most atten¬ 
tion to the shades of tone, the nuances, not to the con¬ 
trasts. Serbian, Croatian or Bosnian, say, are labels for 
one language with three shades. This can mean that 
sometimes only a single phoneme can mark the lan¬ 
guage use of an entire people. Catholicism and Ortho¬ 
doxy are based on the same Scriptures, but the lack of 
understanding between these two Churches is on such 
a scale that it overshadows the differences between 
Christianity and paganism. The borders between the 
republics intertwine to such an extent that it would pre¬ 
sumably be impossible to fix them as inter-state fron¬ 
tiers in any classical sense. However, any attempt to 
change them would result in war, after which the bor¬ 
ders would remain unchanged. 

Then I draw Mr. Horn's attention to the American re¬ 
search into our heroic-epic tradition. This is where you 
can find some of the living sources of today's politics. 
Instead of over-simplifying matters, it's better to stress 
that no ethnic group is perfect and no politics either, and 
what is needed is continuous discussion on the disputes 
imposed by such politics. You must not equate an ethnic 
group with a particular politics, of whatever sort. This 
inevitably leads to political paranoia amongst politi¬ 
cians. If living space is shared, then the one group can¬ 
not have rights to it and deny such rights to the other. If 


rights conllicl, there are two possibilities: negotiation or 
war. Concessions should be made by all negotiating 
parties in order to reach an accord. The world has opted 
for negotiation; and - as we can sec in Europe - diversi¬ 
ty of religions, cultures, languages, politics, and so on is 
no hindrance to concord and coexistence. On the con¬ 
trary; differences benefit everyone. And the pattern of 
life here is a European pattern. Ecumenicalism is the 
essence of Bosnia. Everybody has the right to be what 
he is and reach his spiritual core through the line of his 
history, culture and religious tradition. And this core, 
of course, is the same for everyone, whatever the de¬ 
tails of our histories and cultures. Political blindness, 
exclusivity or violence makes it impossible to contact 
this primal core. Without it, all that man has left is the 
ache of the void and self-inflicted violence. 

Friday, May 24 

Another day of long meetings. Once again I think how 
useful it would be to give up all unnecessary and idle 
words. Reams of written and spoken words, to my 
mind, are often a screen for the inability to judge wise¬ 
ly and act effectively. 

I return home choking on the arms news and the Re¬ 
public's security situation. It is Saturday tomorrow, and 
tonight I hope to read a few pages from Arabi's Gems 
of Wisdom. I think again about the question missing 
from all those impassioned speeches whose speakers 
had no star, near or far, to guide them. Everywhere, a 
boundless confusion and lack of wisdom. I whisper: 

"Gross rivalry diverts you, 
even till your visit the tombs. 

No indeed; but soon you shall know. 

Again, no indeed; but soon you shall know. 

No indeed; did you know with the knowledge 

of certainty, 

you shall surely see Hell. 

Again, you shall surely see it with the eye of certainty 
then you shall be questioned that day concerning 

true bliss."* 

There is less and less wisdom. Will violence be needed 
to summon it? 


* Qur'an CII. 








The Bosnian 
fallacy 

Today’s advocates of these old schemes try to hide 
behind the screen of new labels. It is not hard to 
prove that "regionalisation" and "cantonisation" 
are, from their content and their proponents, noth¬ 
ing but Greater-State conspiracies, planned outside 
Bosnia-Herzegovina... 

A ll political programs that presuppose the divi¬ 
sion of Bosnia and Herzegovina start from 
simplistic frameworks. Which means that they 
are founded on dubious hypotheses and gross over¬ 
simplifications. 

The first hypothesis of anti-Bosnian politics is gross 
over-simplification. Rigidly homogeneous ethnic pro¬ 
grammes have proved throughout history to be unsta¬ 
ble and subject to decay. Only the dynamism within a 
living organism can provide the energy necessary for 
life and growth. If you want evidence, look no further 
than the history of Bosnia and Herzegovina! 

The entire history of Bosnia and Herzegovina is the 
sum of its strivings towards a harmony in diversity, 
whilst mirroring a general trend for a world-wide unity 
of religious culture to find its source in the transcen¬ 
dent unity of all religions. Nowhere else in Europe was 
this pattern of coexistence so lasting, despite the differ¬ 
ence in traditions, as here in the land of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Despite being a slow developer in terms 
of some modern-day European political, cultural and 
economic trends, certain forms of coexistence in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have a tremendous energy 
that makes it well suited for an effective and fhiitful in¬ 
tegration into the pattern of European civilisation. This 
integration may well be more than mere imitation or a 
mechanical coupling. 

The temptations of national politicians on the contem¬ 
porary political scene clearly point to their not under¬ 
standing or not wishing to understand such nuances of 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian reality. The so-called "Bosnian 
fallacy" expresses the simplistic political frameworks 


mentioned earlier. In the 20th century there have been 
several manifestations of this fallacy. Take, for exam¬ 
ple, the attempt at carving up Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina's historical, cultural and territorial integrity through 
the creation of "banates", which were introduced in 
1929 under conditions of dictatorship, or the 1939 at¬ 
tempt at partition on the basis of the Cvetkovic-MaCek 
agreement. All the ethnic groups involved paid a high 
price for these attempts, only to realise in the end that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's integrity is much firmer than 
naive political frameworks may indicate. 

Today the "Bosnian fallacy" tempts us again. This fal¬ 
lacy is the malign intent behind today's efforts to found 
Greater-State ideologies on a basis of "ethnic equali¬ 
ty". These efforts subconsciously admit their anachro¬ 
nism and malign intent, for they dare not lay open 
claim to the names and programmes which they derive 
from and which history has judged to be the debased, 
genocidal fantasies of madmen and fanatics. Today's 
advocates of these old schemes try to hide behind the 
screen of new labels. It is not hard to prove that "re¬ 
gionalisation" and "cantonisation" are, from their con¬ 
tent and their proponents, nothing but Greater-State 
conspiracies, planned outside Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
whose task is to pursue anti-Bosnia-Herzegovinian 
policies inside Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Any close analysis of the key factors in the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian equation, however, shows quite clearly 
the impossibility of cutting into Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina's integrity without bringing the agents and advo¬ 
cates of mutilation into conflict with whole ethnic 
groups. In its scale and consequences, such a conflict 
would surpass all the naive predictions of its advo¬ 
cates. And it would imply a direct conflict with all the 
principles upon which the contemporary European 
union of states, peoples, cultures, religions and politics 
is based. 
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Violation 
of integrity 

A ccording to information reaching the Govern¬ 
ment today from Radio-TV Sarajevo and oper¬ 
ational reports of the security services, we 
have learned that the Mount Kozara transmitter was 
captured yesterday by an as yet unidentified armed 
group. The Inner Cabinet, i.e. the President, the three 
Vice-Presidents and the Secretary of State, have decid¬ 
ed that it is important that the public should be in¬ 
formed of this. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina's media-space is as indivisible 
a whole as her physical territory. Any attempt at its vio¬ 
lation is an infringement of Constitutional principles. 

The Government, therefore, resolutely condemns this 
act as unacceptable. There is every indication that it is 
a typical violation of the constitutional and legal order 
and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In view of all this we state that the Government of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina will do all that is necessary to 
thwart the intentions of these terrorists and protect the 
integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina with all available 
Constitutional means. 

(excerpt from TV statement) 

Postscript 

The occupation of one of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
key communications installations on Mount Kozara, is 
an omen which must be studied carefully. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has long been the focus of nationalist 
plans for a Greater Serbia. This is why attempts have 
been made to destroy Bosnia and Herzegovina as a 
historical and cultural whole - before the eyes not only 
of the Serbs, but of the entire world. The designers and 
agents of this plan know that Bosnia has the ability to 
defend herself and to convince others that their sup¬ 
port is vital for her defence. From the fact of the occu¬ 
pation of the Kozara transmitter, which could not have 
occurred without the involvement of the so-called Yu¬ 


goslav People's Army, several conclusions may be 
drawn. 

The first is that the old model of the destruction of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is still alive in the conscious¬ 
ness of Serb nationalist politics, which now has an offi¬ 
cial "Yugoslav" guise. In the past, aggressors and 
thugs, both as individuals and groups, were sent to 
these lands. They attacked, destroyed and killed, while 
the powers that be denied any connection with them. 
Spokespersons of the so-called Yugoslav People's 
Army claim the attack on the TV relay on Kozara was 
also the work of "illegal groups". Such a statement is 
cynical indeed, when we consider that this event hap¬ 
pened in an area entirely controlled by this very army. 
The Kozara bandits, in other words, should be seen as 
scouts and agents of the same centres of power that 
control the so-called Yugoslav People's Army. 

The second conclusion is that these still-secret centres 
of power desire and are instigating the break-up of Yu¬ 
goslavia, with the intention of destroying all forms of 
coexistence between the peoples living in its territory 
and imposing, by force majeure, a political system re¬ 
flecting Serb nationalist designs. Thus, if the integrity 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina's media-space is threatened by 
these powers, it is obvious that they want to kill off a 
media framework in Bosnia and Herzegovina that as¬ 
sumes the equality of all their peoples. This, it appears, 
is the first stage in the isolation of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina and its subjugation to the repressive media and 
propaganda machines of Serbia and Croatia. This will 
be sure to accelerate the process of dissolution within 
Bosnia and Herzegovina into separate and mutually- 
opposed ethnic units. Bosnian forces, therefore, will 
do their utmost to find ways of protecting their media 
system. The result will be the transformation of the me¬ 
dia into petty splinter organisations. Considering the 
state of siege, these will have a disintegrating effect on 
Bosnia's forces. The secret services of her enemies will 
use these propaganda splinter groups to find or create 
their henchmen. In the course of time these petty pro¬ 
paganda machines will develop into extremist mouth¬ 
pieces of every idea and movement where Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's enemies find reasons and excuses for 
their aggression. 

The third conclusion relating to the capture of the 
Kozara relay station is that Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
threatened by an isolation imposed from within, from 
its immediate surroundings. This is especially danger¬ 
ous for the Muslims, for the Nazis of Greater Serbia 


and Greater Croatia would dearly like Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim politics to provide excuses for their behaviour. Un¬ 
less the Muslims have the opportunity of explaining to 
the world what their plans are, they will be explained 
by their enemies, playing on the world*s anti-Muslim 
prejudices. There is the risk that Bosnian Muslims will 
once again become the victims of a horrific genocide 
whilst being portrayed in the outside world as 
scoundrels and criminals. 

The technical possibilities ojfered by satellite commu¬ 
nication make it not only possible, but also vital, to set 
up an independent and secure media system for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina without delay. This would not only 
help safeguard Bosnian Muslims, but would also fight 
against misinformation by the apologists of conquest 
across wide areas of the Balkans. 
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Powerlessness 
from beyond 
the border 


The effects of external interference would soon dis¬ 
appear if the two centres of nationalist fundamen¬ 
talism were to stop their activities, which arc threat¬ 
ening to bury the present community of Yugoslav 
republics. 

F rom personal insight into tlie clirnculties which 
the Government of the Republic ol'Uosnia aiul 
Herzegovina faces in carrying out its constitu¬ 


tional duty to protect the rule of law across the entirg 
territory of the Republic, I feel it would be unfair and 
unjust to claim that difficulties and inefficiency should 
totally discredit a Government's role and performance 
First of all, we need to distinguish the importance and 
the standing of the present government from the fail, 
ings of those individuals who have been, are, and will 
remain in it. In general terms, the Government of this 
state reflects its basis in the law of a democratic system 
and the determination of its citizens to defend and de¬ 
velop an official framework for their individual and 
collective identities. Universal conclusions should not 
be drawn from the particular inefficiencies of this or 
any other government. Most of the difficulties which 
our Republic's Government faces have their immediate 
source beyond our Republic's borders. All too often it 
is completely beyond the Government's powers to ex¬ 
ert any influence on these sources. The effects of exter¬ 
nal interference would soon disappear if the two cen¬ 
tres of nationalist fundamentalism were to stop their 
activities, which are threatening to bury the present 
community of Yugoslav republics. 


Readiness and ability 


The Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina states that 
the Government is "responsible for the condition of all 
domains of social life, the implementation of policy 
and the enforcement of the Republic's laws..." This, in 
fact, is the duty of any government in the world. Yet it 
is impossible to name any government that has been 
wholly efficient in carrying out its duties. Take, for ex¬ 
ample, what we know about the United Kingdom Gov¬ 
ernment and the troubles in Northern Ireland, or the 
French Government and the situation in Corsica, or the 
Italian Government and Sicily. Is it not beyond the 

powers of Western governments to eradicate terrorism, 
say, or drug trafficking? 


V 's the present government’s task to 

0 everything in its power, under the present circuni- 
sances, to protect the Constitutional system. This, 
weyer, may not be enough, especially in view of the 
p exUy of the military, strategic and political con- 
ic s on Its terntory. Us approach to this task is deter- 
ec y oui individual readiness and our ability W 
•. • -, 1^ ^ dignity and status this government pos- 

.y. ' , myselt am all too often ashamed and con¬ 
i'' '*"^^*'’'duals make sweeping generalisa- 

lons a lout "the (iovernmem" on the basis of their own 
I M essness in lace ol the dilficulties imposed by the 
U| exit\ ol situation aiul tasks that confront us. 






The courage of dignity 

All of us here today in the chamber of the Bosnia- 
-Herzegovinian Goveniment will leave again, like many 
before and after us. The Government of the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina will continue to exist - God 
willing - in centuries to come. It will bestow far more 
glory on individuals than the glory most of its mem¬ 
bers will ever contribute in return. Therefore let us not 
hide our powcrlessness by criticising the difficulties of 
the Government, whose dignity and status is far above 
that of individuals. 

1 appeal to you. Ladies and Gentlemen, to remember 
the importance and honour of the position you have 
been entrusted with. Let our feelings of individual 
powerlessness produce at least the courage of dignified 
retreat instead of blustering threats. Let our criticism 
be directed not only at others, but at ourselves as well. 
And let none of us set ourselves higher than the Gov¬ 
ernment. Because the Government has a future without 
any of us. 

(From the official address to the 69th Session of the 
Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, August 1, 
1991) 
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Bully-boy 

behaviour 

O ur trip to the crisis areas and what we saw and 
experienced there has made me believe even 
more strongly that we must enforce, as soon as 
possible, the decision of the Government of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina that the units occupying our territory 
must leave. Things were even worse than we had ex¬ 


pected. We noticed a great deal of unease amongst the 
people, who only yesterday lived at peace with the reg¬ 
ular JNA (Yugoslav National Army) troops. The re¬ 
servists have completely destroyed that peace, first by 
their unseemly behaviour, and also by their looks and 
actions. 

Our delegation personally experienced their bul5y-boy 
tactics. They treated us extremely arrogantly. They in¬ 
sulted us and even pointed their guns at us. We have re¬ 
turned deeply convinced that the people there have 
every reason for fear. The danger looms that regular 
JNA troops may start identifying with the reservists 
and their behaviour. 

(excerpt from TV statement) 

Postscript 

When we stopped at Potkosa, a village in the fertile 
Dubrave region, on the road to Stolac, bearded and 
unkempt "reservists" burst out of the nearby under¬ 
brush. To us, who grew up in these areas, the appear¬ 
ance and the arrogance of such newcomers were all 
too familiar. The fertile and cultivated regions of 
Herzegovina have been visited down the centuries by 
brigands and guerrillas from round about, who came 
to burn, destroy, kill and loot, with the support of 
Bosnia's neighbours. The whole country is covered in 
the ruins of the towns and villages, the cemeteries and 
mosques, the pits and killing grounds where thousands 
of Bosnian Muslims have met their death. Some of 
these newcomers, while we were waiting on the road, 
shouted at us: "This is Serbia!" 

But the people in Stolac, Capljina and Mostar shouted 
and wrote on the road and walls: "This is Bosnia!" 
This gesture was a dramatic attempt by a people to 
cleanse from its soul the effects of a long-term plan for 
the carve-up of Bosnia. Many Bosnian Muslims take 
the perniciously ignorant view that Herzegovina is a 
separate country. Just like Bosnia, and that they are 
two separate entities bound together in one state. This 
view has suited the centres of power outside Bosnia, 
which have insisted on hacking to pieces any form of 
Bosnian integrity upon the principle of separate devel¬ 
opment, so as to build on this apartheid the edifices of 
their greater nation-states. And so the people of Herze¬ 
govina, following their deepest urges, have answered 
that Herzegovina is a province of Bosnia, that it is an 
inseparable part of the cultural, historical and politi¬ 
cal unity that has lasted for a thousand years on the 






teiritoiy bordered by the Adriatic Sea and the Drina, 
Sava and Una rivers, and that Semberija, the Bosnian 
Krajina, Usora and Herzegovina are only provinces of 
the laiity that is Bosnia. Though all Bosnian territories, 
as one organic unit, share the same destiny, fate has 
dealt Herzegovina, it seems, the cruellest hand. The 
Neretva, the main river of Bosnia's Southern province 
of Herzegovina and thus a key arteiy of Bosnian unity, 
is seen by the strategists of Greater Serbia and Greater 
Croatia as the natural border between their hypotheti¬ 
cal states, that are to be established on the remains of 
the living organism of Bosnia. This is why the Muslims 
and every symbol of the Bosnian heritage on both 
banks of this river have been the taigets of destruction. 
On the left bank, everything Muslim and Catholic is 
being desti'oyed, and likewise, on the right bank, every¬ 
thing Muslim and Orthodox. On both banks, countless 
towns and villages, mosques and cemeteries have been 
razed to the ground. On both banks the Muslims are 
heirs to "life's shattered temple". This is why they 
shout "This is Bosnia!" to prove that they are able to 
draw, from the ruins and the graveyards, the living 
water of existence, of their struggle for a future. The 
struggle for the unity of Herzegovina as a part of the 
unity of Bosnia will last until the Bosnian spirit's last 
spark ofphysical strength. The destruction of the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslim heartlands in Eastern and Western Herze¬ 
govina will not result in a forgotten wasteland - on the 
contrary, it will be the undying wellspring of the strug¬ 
gle for the future ofBosnia and her Muslims. 

Not a foot of Herzegovinian soil has escaped the rav¬ 
ages, down the centuries, of criminals from surround¬ 
ing lands - nor has a foot of soil remained defended, 
nor will it ever be ceded. 

Darkness is descending on Herzegovina. The omens 
augur another eclipse. But her people have always 
lived to see the light return. 
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Yellow papers, 
yellow stars 

Can it be coincidence that they recall the yellow 
stars of shame given by the Nazis to the Jews? 

I t is said that no leaf falls from a tree without rea¬ 
son; hence the yellow lists planned for Bosnian 
Muslims and Croats by the leaders of the Serb De¬ 
mocratic Party raise disturbing questions. In Mr 
Karadzic's impassioned statement that Muslims must 
disappear unless they submit to his party line and iden¬ 
tify the leaders and members of the Serb Democratic 
Party with the entire Serb nation, many observers have 
highlighted the uncanny resemblances with the dark 
decrees of the Nazis and fascists. The decision to force 
a total segregation between Bosnia-Herzegovinian 
Serbs on the one hand and Muslims and Croats on the 
other also fits this pattern, which is to be effected by 
the recently-announced referendum of the Bosnian 
Serbs. Karadzic and his entourage blunder ahead, blind 
to the complexity of cultural, political and psychologi¬ 
cal relations in Bosnia, heedless that the course they 
follow will cause irreparable damage to the Serbs in 
the eyes of humanity and history. 

Will it ever be possibUe to remove the blemish from the 
name of the Serb people when one of the cruellest 
crimes in post-war Europe has been committed in its 
name? Will the exterminated village of Ravno become 
the greatest stain on the Serbs' historical identity? 

Will the attack, destruction and plunder of Dubrovnik 
ruin all that the Serbs have built up through the cen¬ 
turies of their history? Did Radovan KaradJic and his 
sidekicks think of the future of the Serbs when they 
planned and ordered VuCurevic's raid, smearing the 
jackboots of the Serb irregulars with the blackest 
moral mud? 

Karadzic and his henchmen have issued yellow papers 
to the Muslims and Croats of Bosnia. Can it only be 
coincidence that they recall the yellow stars of shame 
given by the Nazis to the Jews? And how are future 
generations going to take these shallow speeches of 
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simplc-niimlcd politicians when they leave only bones, 
lies and murders behind them? 

But let us not forget this: "If anyone saves a life, it shall 
be as though he had saved the lives of all mankind." 



OSlOBOUEiyjE 


Sarajevo 

7.XI 

1991 



Forgotten 
suffering; 
measure of the 
Outsider 


"The lament for materialisation, meanwhile, 
prefers to avoid why people suffer rather than de¬ 
nounce it. Evil lies in the conditions that have 
doomed men to powerlessness and apathy, but peo¬ 
ple should change them; it does not lie primarily in 
people and the way these conditions are manifested 
to them." 

(Theodore W. Adorno, "Negative Dialectics") 

W hen jackdaws land on Hajira's bosom, who 
lies numb between the dead in the pit, she 
first thinks they are devils and tries to scare 
them away, her tongue parched and her hand weak¬ 
ened. And then she recalls the mercy of God in these 
dark, swooping birds. When we think today of those of 
us who have suffered, at first we might believe we can 
sense the shape of evil before us. We might recognise 
with joy, perhaps, our awareness of ourselves as out¬ 




siders. Because if we were to cul through our forget¬ 
ting with a beam of life, it would first slice into the fact 
that we have forgotten our dead. Only when they return 
amongst us and tell of themselves and their kiOlers will 
our fear of ourselves and others be born. And this fear 
might, perhaps, bring our thoughts to light and ripen 
them to a wisdom we lack, because we cannot see our¬ 
selves as the outsiders voiced in the hysterical cries of 
"War, jihad, plunderers, flindamentalists, savages..." 

Forgetting our dead and allowing memories to sink in¬ 
to oblivion is a sign of forgetting the agents and perpe¬ 
trators of the crimes. However, Bosnian Muslims have 
exiled their murdered dead to the fringes of collective 
memory for almost half a cenmry - if we allow our 
time to be pared to the bone! Historians have paused 
before this fact as something marginal, depersonalising 
it ad absurdum and glossing over it with the indiffer¬ 
ence of generalisation. Writers have avoided it because 
of the threat that would entail if reflecting upon the vic¬ 
tims' world were suddenly to make sense. Their silence 
is a pledge of their breach of faith towards their own 
spiritual world, and has made them into apologists of 
crimes and criminals. 

The symbols of martyrdom have died with the martyrs, 
forgotten in the lives of the survivors. A sense of un¬ 
derwriting the tmth through one's life has disappeared 
too, and truth has become inferior to self-promotion. 
And the Bosnian Muslims' forgetting has ended in con¬ 
fusion, a people painfully divided with unheard-of im¬ 
moderation - right until the first chilling rumours that 
the murderous ethnic "cleansing" might have begun 
again. Bosnian Muslims, even when seeking the paths 
of reason, have never seen themselves as others see 
them - a people by whose presence the earth is defiled 
and made eager for their death. They flee in haste from 
themselves, lacking the courage to stand before the 
fists and knives of crime, the blade and the old man's 
quivering throat, the petrified girl and the unconscious 
child. This unpreparedness has formed the stage for a 
centuries-long defilade to the grave, a procession 
where Bosnian Muslims are both escorters and escort¬ 
ed. They have borne themselves off on the stretchers of 
their own forgetting, horror-stricken and heedless in 
face of their fate. They have handed themselves over to 
others, like condemned men who are their own judges 
and witnesses, jailers and executors. 

Can any of us live, let us ask ourselves today, while a 
single murdered Muslim is forgotten? What future is 
there for any of us, we must tell ourselves, if the killing 




grounds are lost in the shadows of our forgetting? I low 
can we recognise ourselves in tliis confusion that does 
not recognise or admit that we arc outsiders, like so 
many others? Today we know nothing of the exiles of 
our close and distant kin, we know nothing because we 
arc lost in a forgetting, heedless of the cry of the 
knifed, the blood of those thrown from the bridge. Be¬ 
tween us and the slaughtered lies a lost arc of our cir¬ 
cle. If we cannot determine our locus and theirs on this 
orbit, we cannot know whether the dead are behind us 
or we are travelling towards them. If we do not define 
the locus of the slaughtered on the circle of our poten¬ 
tial, then it cannot become experience. If we do not 
recognise that spot and illuminate it with the iimer light 
of our word, then we too are tumbling senselessly and 
aimlessly into the dark. 

If we adopt the principle of human rights, we should 
recognise in it the rights of all the persecuted and hu¬ 
miliated, of all the tortured and killed. We should make 
a set of scales within us to weigh out justice and rights, 
to allow the victims to freely accuse their persecutors 
and murderers, to allow them to present their case be¬ 
fore the jury of the world. Moreover, they should be 
given the opportunity to accuse us too, for our fear and 
silence, for our relinquishing of the right to free our¬ 
selves from fear by submission to what is good, thus 
making a counterweight to evil. 

We crave the sympathy of the world. Let us have sym¬ 
pathy for ourselves. If we want a balance of power in 
this Balkan region of ours, let us balance our pledge to 
a court where all the killed and tortured can make 
themselves heard. Because their suffering encompass¬ 
es us all and the generations to come. 

«■ 

(Paper presented at the Colloquium on Genocide 
against Bosnian Muslims, November 19,1991) 


Cyrillic is 
Bosnian too 

T he Zadar delegate Nadarevic's demand that the 
Cyrillic alphabet be excluded from all press re¬ 
leases and electronic communications shared by 
all ethnic groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina has no 
historical basis, and is injustifiable in several respects. 
Those who say that Cyrillic is not a Muslim alphabet 
do not know their history. They forget that Cyrillic has 
been retained in our culture as a Muslim alphabet too. 
One part of our Bosnian Muslim tradition is the use of 
the Cyrillic alphabet, and there is no reason why we 
should deny this tradition. On the contrary - let us have 
no truck with any form of exclusiveness In this multi¬ 
cultural land of ours. 
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The beginning 
of a new era 

N othing short of a request for the international 
dejure recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
can ensure a future and a chance of growth for 
the citizens and peoples of this Republic. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a historical and cultural 
entity, has been, for a long period of its history, a de 
facto internationally-recognised and sovereign state. 
Yugoslavia's last Constitution provides for the sover¬ 
eignty and integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This 
was confirmed by the Constitution of the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the complex and open 
course of the dissolution of Yugoslavia - whose culprits 
are to be found within old Yugoslavia herself, for the 
most part in power centres and forces external to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina - we have reached the stage 
when it is only possible to safeguard the existence of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina through international recogni¬ 
tion. Once Bosnia and Herzegovina has become an in¬ 
ternationally recognised ^and protected state, it can help 
to harmonise relations among the various nations and 
religions within and beyond its borders. Only a Bosnia 
and Herzegovina that is equal to its neighbour states 
can act as a mainstay for the creation of a new modus 
Vivendi between the states and peoples of ex-Yu¬ 
goslavia, the Balkans and Europe. 

A request for the international recognition of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina as an independent and sovereign state 
means, first of all, a commitment to equality between 
Croats, Muslims and Serbs. For citizenship of this Re¬ 
public means, by definition, equality between Croats, 
Muslims, Serbs, and all others who live there. And her 
international recognition is an affirmation of this 
equality. However, the precise weave of relationships 
within the diversity that forms the weft of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's unity can only be determined through 
political negotiations between those who make up her 
social fabric. Negotiations can, of course, be fruitful 
only if based upon the acceptance of modem democra¬ 
tic principles and of individual and community rights. 


as defined by the UN Charter, the Final Document of 
the CSCE, the Paris Charter, and so on. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has been assigned the histori¬ 
cal task of uniting and reconciling different ethnic, cul¬ 
tural and political traditions, whilst retaining openness 
and tolerance at the core of its being. It is the duty of all 
of us to protect and develop these underlying values, 
for expansionism, exclusiveness, political one-sided¬ 
ness and cultural immaturity are a constant threat to 
these values of ours. Unity in diversity is our advan¬ 
tage both in the present and in the future. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's openness towards both East and West 
will safeguard the cultural, economic and political in¬ 
tegrity of her Croats, Muslims and Serbs - for history 
has given them, I'm certain, a golden opportunity for 
fulfilment and growth in the constant interaction, the 
give and take between their group personae. 

Here, it seems to me, we are embarking on a new era of 
our existence, where our historical identities will bear 
their finest fhiit. 

Governmental discussions on the draft request for in¬ 
ternational recognition have highlighted many differ¬ 
ences in the views of ministers, but also - I'm happy to 
say - a great maturity in terms of the culture of dia¬ 
logue. In these differences and this readiness to accept 
that our destiny lies in indivisibility, I see a safeguard 
for all that our tradition leads us to hold sacred. If we 
stay faithful to these principles, we can reasonably 
pray for mercy for all of us. 
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Recognition 
of an age-old 
identity 

Does the expected recognition of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina in international law jeopardise the national 
identities of her Muslims, Serbs and Croats? 

T he Presidency and the Government of the Re¬ 
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina has submit¬ 
ted a request to the Council of Ministers of the 
European Community for the recognition of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina as an independent and sovereign 
state. This request has, as might have been expected, 
given rise to both support and argument. It has given 
joy to all those who see, in Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
age-old unity in diversity, a guarantee for the harmo¬ 
nious development of different religious and national 
identities wherever their worlds touch and permeate. It 
has also, of course, upset the instigators and agents of 
those old schemes by which a partial stake in the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state as a whole is to be turned 
into total ownership of some or all of it, in accordance 
with a long-nurtured ideals of an ethnically "pure" and 
"homogeiieous" state. 

Disputes between the former and the latter will certain¬ 
ly not cease for long in the immediate future. In view 
of this fact, however, any possibility of communication 
between the opposing sides in the dispute should be 
encouraged and defended. Communication leads in 
time to constructiveness - in contrast to a lonely fixa¬ 
tion on a single image of our complex world, which 
can only rip apart the interconnections within the 
world and lead to the self-destruction of those who 
refuse to communicate. Thus, with regard to the re¬ 
quest for the international recognition of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, three important questions arise: 

Has Bosnia and Herzegovina been previously recog¬ 
nised in international law? 

Have the present circumstances in the Yugoslav geo¬ 
political field made the international legal recognition 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina into an imperative? 


Docs the expected recognition of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina as an independent and sovereign state in inter¬ 
national law support the group identities of her Mus¬ 
lims, Serbs and Croats? 

We are confronted, in fact, with attempts to obscure or 
distort all three questions, in order to further the old 
plans for the carve-up of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Those who dispute Bosnia and Herzegovina's sover¬ 
eignty and its equality with the other Yugoslav re¬ 
publics try to represent the request for recognition as 
unfounded and unacceptable, citing as proof a negative 
answer to all three questions. So let us look briefly at 
the possible contradictions implied by these objec¬ 
tions. If there are three basic, inter-related precondi¬ 
tions for statehood - territory, population and power - 
then those who dispute the statehood of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina can be seen as following this sequence. 

The present-day borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are recognised both historically and in international 
law. The Bosnian state had its beginnings in the 9th 
century; expanding around this core, at its climax it in¬ 
cluded territories far beyond its present borders. By a 
process of expansion and contractiorj through the cen» 
turies, an internal equilibrium of forces gradually sta¬ 
bilised within Bosnia's state borders. Since Bosnia 
formed part of the Ottoman Empire from 1463 to 1878, 
its borders have a double basis in law: (1) in interna¬ 
tional law, relative to its Christian neighbour-states to 
the North, West and (partly) to the South; (2) in admin¬ 
istrative law, relative to the other parts of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

The borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina were defined 
by the Peace of Karlowitz (Srijemski Karlovci), that 
concluded the Second Ausfro-Turkish War in 1699. 
They followed the River Sava to the North, the River 
Una to the West, while to the South they were almost 
the same as the present borders with Croatian Dalma¬ 
tia. In 1718, the Treaty of Passarowitz (Pozarevac) be¬ 
tween Austria and Turkey changed the borders set at 
Karlowitz. Austria gained six to ten kilometres of land 
on the right banks of the rivers Una and Sava, and the 
town of Bijeljina. Venice won Imotski and CavCina by 
this Peace, while it had to hand over Gabela. Accord¬ 
ing to the agreement with the Republic of Dubrovnik, 
Neum-Klek and Sutorina were assigned to Turkey in 
order to protect the Republic of Dubrovnik from 
Venice. In Belgrade in 1739, when a new peace agree¬ 
ment was concluded between Austria and Turkey, Aus¬ 
tria had to hand back all areas of Bosnia gained by the 
Peace of Passarowitz, except for the town of Fuijan. 


According lo (he IVeaty ol'Sislova, concluded in 1791 
between Austria and I'urkey alter (lie Dubica War 
(1788-1791). Austria took possession of Dubica, Gra- 
diska and Novi, only to return them again in 1797. 
These international borders remained until 1878, when 
Austria-Hungary occupied Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The administrative borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
were, at the time, detennined to the East by the 
Sandzak of Smederevo and to the South-East by the 
Sandzak of Novi Pazar, which in 1872 fonned part of 
the Eyalet ot Bosnia. The border between Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was defined in 1868, after the defeat of 
the Turkish Army at Grahovo. This was done at the re¬ 
quest of the Great Powers, but the border had no clear 
basis in international law. Only at the Berlin Congress 
in 1878 were the borders with Serbia and Montenegro 
finally determined. This, of course, implied recogni¬ 
tion in international law. 

The borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a whole 
were internationally recognised at the Berlin Congress: 
Article 25 of this treaty clearly defined the territory 
which Austria-Hungary had the right to occupy, in ac¬ 
cordance with the decision of the then Great Powers to 
maintain the Sultan's sovereignty. (The Sandzak of 
Novi Pazar, which until 1872 had been part of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, was then cut away and left under Ot¬ 
toman rule.) 

Thus the borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina - after a 
series of partial solutions following the Peace of Kar- 
lowitz - were given full recognition by international 
law at the Congress of Berlin. 

By the Treaty of Saint-Germain in 1919, the borders of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina were reconfirmed in their pre¬ 
sent form - a fact which has been carefully suppressed 
by academics and journalists. Articles 9 and 10 of this 
Treaty define the rights of the so-called minorities: 
these had to be respected in individual states, including 
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes*. At the 
request of the Serbian delegates. Article 9 - the last 
paragraph of the Treaty - expressly denies these rights 
to minorities (Bosnian Muslims among them) in the 
territories that belonged to Serbia on January 1st 1913, 
i.e. the Sandzak of Novi Pazar, Macedonia, and so on. 
Thus Bosnia and Herzegovina was the only territory 
where minority rights would be safeguarded in accor¬ 
dance with Articles 9 and 10 of the Saint-Germain 
Treaty. This is why the Annexes to this Treaty included 
maps showing the borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina 


and delining the territory on which the rights as stated 
by (he Treaty were lo be implemented (as well as im¬ 
plying the international recognition of these borders). 
1'hc borders were inchided in the treaty at the request 
of Austria, which insisted that its commitments to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as laid down by the Treaty of 
Berlin be transferred to the Treaty of Saint-Germain. 

Nevertheless, the ideologists of Greater Serbian expan¬ 
sionism, finnly supported by the policies of the Monar¬ 
chist dictatorship*, strove to destroy the cultural and 
historical integrity of Bosiiia and Herzegovina through 
the arbitrary division of the country into banates in 
1929, and through the notorious Cvetkovic-MaCek 
agreement of 1939. The high-handed ripping apart of 
the Bosnia-Herzegovinian tapestry between the two 
world wars was a key cause of the fierce civil war in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Nazi occupation, 
which resulted in the genocidal slaughter of hundreds 
of thousands of Jews, Muslims, Serbs and Croats. This 
- Bosnia and Herzegovina's greatest tragedy - was a 
profound lesson to all rational and honest people that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina must be recognised and pro¬ 
tected as a political, cultural and historical whole, with 
equal rights for Muslims, Serbs and Croats. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a key region of contact and 
osmosis between the Westem/Catholic and the East- 
em/Orthodox cultures; thus fate has decreed that the 
balance between these two cultural and historical 
worlds be determined by the balance between Mus¬ 
lims, Serbs and Croats as equal participants in the cre¬ 
ation, development and protection of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's sovereignty. This, the underlying princi¬ 
ple of her existence, cannot be exchanged for another 
without tragic consequences. Thus any curtailment of 
legislative, executive or judiciary power in any part of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina has long-term consequences 
across a wider geo-political dimension. On the other 
hand, if such principles are balanced and effective, 
they can bring harmony to the complex relations be¬ 
tween the members of the political, national, cultural 
and religious mosaic that is the Balkans. 


* 1929-1941: Translator. 
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Forced marriage 


Right to an 
independent road 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is once again exposed to 
the actions of nationalist power-centres - Hrst and 
foremost Greater Serbia, which is striving, in col¬ 
laboration with the nationalist enemy within, to 
turn it into a vassal state... Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has obtained de facto recognition by the European 
Community's invitation. 

T he statehood of Bosnia and Herzegovina was re¬ 
stored during World War II. It was further 
strengthened in the constitutional structuring of 
postwar Yugoslavia. According to the Constitution of 
1974 (both the Federal Constitution and that of the 
component Republics), Bosnia and Herzegovina is a 
sovereign state. The sovereignty of all Yugoslav re¬ 
publics was reaffirmed and strengthened through the 
years in different ways, through amendments or re¬ 
placements to their constitutions. Thus Bosnia and 
Herzegovina strengthened its sovereign position 
through amendments to the 1974 Constitution, when it 
was confirmed that it was "a sovereign democratic 
state..." This Consitution saw the Yugoslav Federation 
as issuing from the relationship between the six Re¬ 
publics and the two Autonomous Provinces. It did not 
confirm the position stated in the Constitutional De¬ 
cree that the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
is "a federal state as a state community" (Article 1), 
with a recognized character in international law. It has 
been recently stated by the EC Arbitration Commission 
that the break-up of Yugoslavia has begun. The break¬ 
up of the Federal state is reflected in the Republics and 
Autonomous Provinces, where Federal rule has be¬ 
come de facto restricted to the Republican bodies. The 
process of collapse was engineered and directed at lev¬ 
els below that of the Republics, in order to build new 
Greater-State and nationalist edifices on the levelled 
ruins of the old system. Just as such a collapse involves 
the smashing of cultural-historical wholes and of ex¬ 
ceptionally complex systems of balance, so firm oppo¬ 
sition to such schemes can lead both to political misun¬ 
derstanding and to open war. 


Bosnia and Herzegovina is once again exposed to the 
actions of nationalist power-centres - first and foremost 
Greater Serbia, which is striving, in collaboration with 
the nationalist enemy within, to turn it into a vassal 
state. This striving is summed up in the slogan "all 
Serbs united in one state". Serbia, in faet, is the eorner- 
stone of this scheme. It is, both de facto and de jure a 
sovereign state. (Its new Constitution assures it a de¬ 
gree of sovereignty no different from that of any inde¬ 
pendent European country.) A forced marriage with 
Serbia is imposed on other regions and states of former 
Yugoslavia in various ways. One justification is the de¬ 
fence of Yugoslavia, although this is only a tactical 
trick in the long-term strategy of Greater Serb domina¬ 
tion. It completely ignores, however, all the complex 
intermingling across the territory of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina that has set into a solid pattern of "sovereignty 
of citizens and peoples..." 

The collapse of the Federation is a sign, inter alia, that 
its true basis in international law has ceased to exist - a 
fact of crucial importance at this moment in time. For 
in the present circumstances, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
like the other members of the Federation, lacks the sta¬ 
tus in international law to be able to use its de facto 
sovereignty. In this respect, the joint position taken by 
the EC countries on the recognition of the Yugoslav re¬ 
publics, in accordance with the criteria for the recogni¬ 
tion of new states in Eastern Europe, is the logical con¬ 
sequence of the recent situation in Yugoslavia. What 
the European Community stipulates, in fact, is that the 
independence should be recognised of all republics 
that fulfil clearly-defined conditions. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has obtained de facto recogni¬ 
tion in international law as a result of the present state 
of relations in Yugoslavia, and by the European Com¬ 
munity's invitation. However, in order to achieve com¬ 
plete and final de Jure recognition, which is a necessary 
condition for independent international relations, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to have formal recogni 
tion in international law. 

Full recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina by the Eu 
ropean Community would also represent a victory over 
the vacuum left by the disintegration of the Socia is^ 
Federal Republic of Yugoslav, whose sovereignty 
still recognised by international law and whose co^^ 
lapse has brought much harm to our 
ing to the de facto and de Jure recognition o os 


and Herzegovina would create a legal foundation for 
the re-integration ot Yugoslavia on a new basis, in ac¬ 
cordance with the Helsinki Conference. 

Terms of reintegration 

Since the sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
based upon the equality of its three peoples, all of 
whom represent greater or lesser parts of polycentric 
national groups, imposing a national centre outside 
Bosnia and Herzegovina would jeopardise this equali¬ 
ty. Serb polycentrism is focused on Belgrade, Croat 
polycenti-ism on Zagreb, and Muslim polycentrism on 
Sarajevo. Thus the firmer the internal balance within 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the greater the openness to¬ 
wards Serbia and Croatia. Indeed, a disintegrated or 
loose Bosnia and Herzegovina is actually the greatest 
obstacle to the national unity of Serb people. This 
statement, of course, is diametrically opposed to the 
key fetish of Greater Serb politics. Virtually the same 
could be said about Croat national identity. Further¬ 
more, if Bosnia and Herzegovina is conceivable as an 
independent state, so is a new community of South 
Slav states, where state borders would swiftly become 
mere symbols, of great psychological importance but 
imperceptible at the level of the exchange of ideas, 
people and goods. And this is where one most clearly 
sees the contradictory character of the oft-cited argu¬ 
ment that the international sovereignty of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina should be opposed for the sake of Yu¬ 
goslavia. The argument should be reversed: support for 
the recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina means sup¬ 
port for Yugoslavia. 

In view of the existing balance of power in Yugoslavia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina should have resolutely pressed 
its request for recognition in international law, seeing 
as Slovenia, Croatia and Macedonia had already done 
so, while Serbia and Montenegro assumed they had im 
temational recognition on the basis of their status as in¬ 
dependent states when they entered the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in 1918. Such a request hy 
any Yugoslav Republic and its eventual approval 
eclipses the State Accord that determined relationships 
between Republics. A new Accord is of course vital, 
and it must be based on democratic agreement between 
all members of the former Yugoslav community. Con¬ 
sequently, any foot-dragging about the request for full 
international recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
would mean that this Republic alone remains, de facto 
and de jure, excluded fi'om the new political status quo 
by which Yugoslavia has separated into recognised 


stales. Moreover, this would mean accepting an un¬ 
equal position in relation to Serbia and Croatia, which 
would result in a one-sided imposition of political will 
by Serbia, which, through its appeals to Yugoslavian- 
ism and its own de facto sovereignty, aims at anning it¬ 
self with the means of imposing its political will on 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Unravelling the knots 

And finally, the survival of Bosnia and Herzegovina as 
a tapestry of different yet coexisting ethnic and reli¬ 
gious traditions has two effects. On the one side there 
are outdated ideas about "carving out" borders between 
peoples and their utopian "detachment" from an organ¬ 
ic whole; on the other, the advocates and creators of 
unity in diversity, who see more sense in respect for the 
individual and the experience of modem democracy 
than in nationalist irrationality. Both sides are weigh¬ 
ing up and comparing themselves and each other be¬ 
fore the jury of time. Let no party condemn the other as 
long as democratic talk can try to unravel the knots be¬ 
tween peoples. Such talk is sure to bring participants 
closer to an awareness of the transcendent unity of reli¬ 
gious traditions = a unity to which Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's rich pattern of reconciliation and interweaving 
of differences bears witness. 
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War-mongers 
out to destroy 
the Bosnian 
tapestry 

T he forces of destniction were willed on Bosnia 
and Herzegovina from the outside, although 
they met with support and collaboration within 
Bosnia as well. If so, and if we're on the brink - as I’m 
convinced we are - of another tragic, murderous con¬ 
flict, then it is only reasonable to ask this: What are the 
forces that wish to provoke such conflicts? 

This key question only generates more underlying 
questions. To cite just a few: Who is inciting these 
forces? To what agenda? How much energy and stami¬ 
na do the wreckers have? Who are their allies? Who 
will oppose them? And so on, and so on. 

This issue - that of the polarisation underlying Bosnia 
and Herzegovina - is the key to the dilemma our coun¬ 
try finds itself in today. 

Independence - the only option 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has been, as we have seen, a 
prisoner of fate. It has waited till the eleventh hour to 
make a decision. It is obvious, however, that it will be 
difficult to satisfy the demands of Slovenia and Croatia 
for internationally-recognised political independence. 
(Though 1 think that, sooner or later, the other South 
Slav Republics will also win such recognition, after the 
inevitable dissolution of the remaining shell of former 
Yugoslavia.) When it became obvious that Serbia, by 
its new constitution, had already acquired a degree of 
sovereignty comparable to that of any other European 
state - which both it and Montenegro took to have 
been internationally recognised as far back as the 
Berlin Congress - Bosnia and Herzegovina was left 


wilh only one solution. In fact, its position was such 
(hat it had no iiltcrnativc but to ask for international 
recognition as an independent state. Inevitably, howev¬ 
er, internalionat recognition of a state's formal inde¬ 
pendence is a far cry from true sovereignty and inde¬ 
pendence. Thus, at this moment in time, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has chosen to request that its sovereignty 
be recognised. And what is the other option? No less 
than the destruction of this ancient European state and 
of the dignity of its present heirs. Giving in to pressure 
not to put forward a request for independence would 
imply Bosnia and Herzegovina submitting to the dom¬ 
ination of the Greater Serbian expansionists. Not re¬ 
questing independence would mean sentencing herself 
to the ignominious end of being swallowed up by 
Greater Serbia. Such a capitulation would mean the be¬ 
ginning of a long process of destruction for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's pluralist tapestry - all for the sake of a 
homogenous image of the world. We did not give in, 
because we could not. Instead, we have reaffirmed 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's unity in diversity - our open¬ 
ness to every similarity and difference that surrounds 
us. Against us, we have the schemes in action today for 
the unity of the Serbs, or Croats. There would be no 
reason to mistrust either scheme - if their realisation 
did not involve the destruction of cultural and histori¬ 
cal entities and disrespect for the existence and rights 
of others. Thus the powers that threaten conflict are 
those that are out to destroy Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
unity in diversity. This is, first and foremost, the desire 
to give Serbs the leading, unifying role in all territories 
where Serbs live. The advocates of this scheme are ut¬ 
terly blind to the needs of others. Their self-image un¬ 
masks them as those who would shape the world to the 
sinister pattern of Ein Volk, Ein Reich, Ein Fiihrer, 
which is a permanent source of violence and suffering. 

Opposition to the defence of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
unity in diversity, as expressed in the request for inter¬ 
national recognition, is summed up in the claim that 
the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina will 
break the integrity of the Serb - or the Croat - people. 
The alternative to this is an - as far as possible - undi¬ 
vided Yugoslavia. Given the reality that neither Slove¬ 
nia nor Croatia will accept such a Yugoslavia, this 
means the disruption of the geo-political balance with¬ 
in which Bosnia and Herzegovina's independence has 
crystallized. In this it is obvious that Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina is pulled in two opposite directions. Keeping a 
balance between Serbia and Croatia requires the de¬ 
fence of an undivided Bosnia and Herzegovina. This 
balance cannot be achieved in any other way. Any at- 


tempt to draw on a map a demarcation line between 
Serbia and Croatia is doomed to failnre, All past and 
present attempts to do this show both the mtivctc anil 
the malice ol those who woidd rip a|iari Bosnia and 
Hcr/.cgo\ ina's tapestry. Therefore, in order to preserve 
its balance, this state must ensure itself the same de¬ 
gree of independence as its most independent neigh¬ 
bour. This is the first eondition for Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's sur\'ival. But the second condition derives 
from the fact that the cultural-historical identity of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is composed of Serbs and 
Croats too. In other words, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
must stay open to both Serbia and Croatia, and rela¬ 
tions with them must be good enough to enable the re- 
al - not only the formal - integration of Bosnia's Serbs 
and Croats. This will only be possible if Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is not in an inferior position relative to ei¬ 
ther Serbia or Croatia. 

Furthermore, these two conditions - equal indepen¬ 
dence relative to both Serbia and Croatia and equal 
openness to both Serbia and Croatia - produce polari¬ 
sation in relation to those who want new borderlines 
running through Bosnia and Herzegovina, which 
would affect the very existence of the Muslims as the 
third dimension of our unity in diversity. 

Independence - a condition for stability 

Our task, as I see it, is to resolutely fend off those argu¬ 
ments which claim that the independence of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina threatens to destroy the integrity of 
the Serbs and Croats. The opposite is true, in fact: her 
independence, as a consequence of the final break-up 
of Yugoslavia, would mean the chance of long term 
stability and a new, carefully-planned union across the 
region that would respect Bosnia and Herzegovina s 
overall identity. Insisting on equality for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina actually means insisting on good relation¬ 
ships between Serbs and Croats, and also between oth¬ 
er peoples. 

Even today, when the world has expressed its readiness 
to understand and support it, we are seeing a threat to 
the Bosnia-Herzegovinian pattern. In our experience of 
the eoexistence of different religious traditions we 
have a source of creative energy that could give us a 
useful role in the wider world. For, at the very top of 
the pyramid of perception, religious traditions are re¬ 
vealed to have equal value in that they direct a person 
to the same centre or source. However, if these tradi¬ 
tions have no symbols to show that they lead to the 


self-same source, (hey are only empty shells in the ser¬ 
vice of death. 

So there is not a shred of doubt in my mind that the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian model is of crucial importance 
not only for those woven into its tapestry, but also for its 
neighbours. This model should be a lasting source of 
linkage and dialogue between Muslims, Serbs and Croats 
- between Serbia, Croatia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

And so I suggest we all do ourselves a favour tonight. 
Let there be an initiative, an invitation to every actor 
on today's political stage, to unite all our country s 
forces and plead with one voice for a community of 
Balkan peoples and states - one which neither great nor 
small will see as imposed from above. 

Such an initiative would, I'm certain, safeguard the ex¬ 
istence of Bosnia and Herzegovina at a time when it is 
threatened by looming war. New relations between 
South Slav peoples and states cannot be created to the 
recipe of a restricted set of accords. They will emerge 
from ongoing negotiations, which, depending on how 
far-reaching they are, will serve to remove the psycho¬ 
logical tensions from our complex cultural and histori¬ 
cal body politic. Thus, I believe, the difficult trials of 
fate that we are all going through can be transformed 
into a deeper understanding of the Bosnian model, 
which protects both the individual and the common 
good. This could help to restore relations of harmo¬ 
nious coexistence - to which there is not, nor can ever 
be, any alternative. 






Bosnia: 
a lasting 
temptation 

A potential cause of conflict in this region is the poli¬ 
cy of denying Bosnia and Herzegovina an equal and 
balanced position relative to Serbia and Croatia. 

D uring World War II genocide took place across 
the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina on a 
horrifying scale. Usually only one side of this 
genocide is portrayed, with the victims belonging to 
just one ethnic group. It is forgotten that emphasising 
genocide against one people whilst ignoring genocide 
against others implies an attempt to justify and support 
cold-blooded slaughter. Moreover, the possible reasons 
for this recent tragedy were also kept secret. If there 
can be any doubts about the number of causes of this 
genocide, it is certain that one of the first was an at¬ 
tempt to destroy the historical identity of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. From 1918 to 1941 the advocates of 
Greater-Serb expansionism did everything in their 
power - politically, economically, culturally and finan¬ 
cially - to break the unity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
In their efforts they turned to others for support and 
collaboration, primarily to Croat nationalists. Howev¬ 
er, the fires of war soon focused a sense of wisdom and 
honour amongst Bosnia and Herzegovina's Muslims, 
Serbs and Croats. It became clear to almost everybody 
that the call to defend the unity of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina was at the same time a call to eliminate one of 
the main causes of this hideous conflict and slaughter. 

Criminal and human camps 

New demands and schemes for the carve-up of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina appear before us today. They are 
bringing us all to the brink of war. They are once more 
dividing us into two camps. One side is aware of the 
possible consequences of the ripping up of Bosnia and 


Herzegovina's tapestry. This side is again made up of 
Serbs, Muslims and Croats equally. It is, quite simply 
the human camp. The other, drunk with utopian vi¬ 
sions, is neither Serb, Muslim nor Croat. It is, quite 
simply, the criminal camp, for it has no concern for the 
obvious consequences of its schemes and acts, which 
have already imprinted hundreds of thousands of vio¬ 
lent deaths into the pages of history. 

Assuming we all agree that preserving peace in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is our main task, one question arises: 
Who would want to wage war in Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, and why? This question, of course, gives rise 
to many more, such as: in such a war, who would be on 
which side of the lines? what would be their goaOs? 
who would be their allies? - and so forth. 

We face the reality that Slovenia and Croatia will soon 
become independent states. We cannot rule out the fact 
that Macedonia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, may al¬ 
so become independent. Yet the fact remains that the 
possible independence of Slovenia and Croatia faces 
Bosnia and Herzegovina with a clear dilemma - 
whether: 

(1) to stay in a Yugoslavia in which there is no longer a 
Croatia; or: 

(2) to demand and obtain a status that would bring it in¬ 
to an equal and balanced position in relation to Croatia 
and Serbia. 

Seeking a solution to this dilenuna inevitably brings us 
to the very essence of Bosnia and Herzegovina's cul¬ 
tural, historical and political identity. 

Infantile greed 

If, for example, Bosnia and Herzegovina decided to 
stay within a "Yugoslavia" which had no Croatia, then 
the Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina would be physi¬ 
cally amputated from the source of their ethnic identi¬ 
ty. Furthermore, they would be under the jurisdiction 
of a state largely influenced and modelled by a 
Serb/Orthodox majority. Since this would be unaccept¬ 
able to the Croat people as a whole, there would be a 
destructive force within Bosnia and Herzegovina 
which would eventually result in its break-up, with 
many long-term negative effects. This option is unac¬ 
ceptable to the majority of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
citizens, since it aims to destroy the very foundations 
of their country's thousand-year continuity. 


Now let us consider another possibility. As Croatia will 
soon be independent and Serbia, by its constitution, al¬ 
ready has <ic jocto unconditional state sovereignty, it 
becomes quite clear that Bosnia and Herzegovina can 
overcome its inferior position by requesting a degree 
of sovereignty which would be at least equal to that en¬ 
joyed by Serbia and Croatia. Otherwise, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina would be powerless to prevent cultural, 
economic and political dominance by Serbia or Croatia. 

Since it is possible for neither Serbia nor Croatia to 
dominate the entire territory of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, what remains is the idea of creating a "balance" by 
a two-way division of Bosnia and Herzegovina. But 
such an idea is no more than the infantile greed of 
anachronistic nationalist "strategists", who forget at 
least three factors: (1) Bosnia and Herzegovina is Mus¬ 
lim as well as "Serb" and "Croat"; (2) the whole of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is ethnically, culturally and 
economically so intertwined that division is impossible 
without violence; (3) a geo-political balance in the 
Balkan region cannot be established without a stable, 
protected and balanced Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Natural contact-line 

Thus in Bosnia and Herzegovina there is a "natural 
contact-line" between two peoples whose historical 
fate it is not to share a straight and clear-cut border. Be¬ 
tween them, in fact, the Muslims have been interposed 
as a balancing factor. Neglecting this fact means a 
gross violation of relationships harmonised in the 
course of history. 

We need now to return to our question about the possi¬ 
ble protagonists in any conflict in Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina. Most of her citizens have firmly opted for an 
undivided and sovereign Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
This indivisibility and sovereignty requires the same 
degree of linkage with Serbia as has been imposed with 
Croatia. Thus the identity of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
implies full equality between the three peoples. Only 
an equal and sovereign Bosnia and Herzegovina is ca¬ 
pable of establishing relations with Serbia and Croatia 
that would favour the majority of its citizens and peo¬ 
ples. Any attempt to deny Bosnia and Herzegovina 
such a status relative to Serbia and Croatia is sure to be 
opposed by the majority of her citizens. Thus the main 
threat to peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina lies in out¬ 
siders' attempts to subjugate it to their will, for this 
works counter to the interests of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina s citizens and peoples. If such a will is imposed 


through any kind of force, then it will be met by force. 
In the end, therefore, it appears that the agents of poli¬ 
cies which deny Bosnia and Herzegovina an equal and 
balanced position in relation to Serbia and Croatia are 
potential fomenters of conflict in this region. 


Sarajevo 
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Two-faced 

strategy 

T he strategic principle of Serb nationalist politics 
- "all Serbs in one state" - has been differently 
implemented in different historical circum¬ 
stances. It implies the union of all Serbs on the one 
hand, and the establishment of a nationalist state on the 
other. Since the Serbs live in the Baikans as a polycen- 
trsc people intermingled with other peoples, the real¬ 
ization of their goal of unilateral unity is not possible 
without conflict with Croats, Bosnian Muslims, Alba¬ 
nians, Hungarians and Montenegrins. The persistent 
pursuit of this goal has led to multiple conflicts be¬ 
tween the Serbs and all the peoples with whom they 
share their geo-political territory. Moreover, at various 
periods of history it has produced hideous slaughter 
and mass expulsions; now, as before, it makes if impos¬ 
sible to establish democratic social structures and indi¬ 
vidual and community rights in Balkans. The drive to 
create a single undivided state territory for the Serbs is 
impeded hy the existence of such thousand-year-old 
cultural, historical and geo-political continuities as 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, or Croatia. This is the reason 
why Serb nationalist policies aim to break up Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, trying to make alliances at one mo» 
ment with the Croats and at the other with the Bosnian 
Muslims, offering concessions to either Croat or Mus¬ 
lim nationalist policies by which the integrity of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina would be shattered. These of- 








fers, such as (hey are, tend to be tactical tricks sub- 
ser\'ient to their final goal. They are full of inconsisten¬ 
cies and contradictions, showing a moral recklessness 
unconcerned with historical relationships or conse¬ 
quences. 

Since an open declaration of the strategic goals of 
Greater Serb nationalist politics is not possible without 
open schism with the rest of this region's political as¬ 
sumptions, this strategy has long gone under the guise 
of Yugoslavianism. Serb nationalist politics, in other 
words, at every stage of its development has had two 
faces. One is public, serving to hide its other, secret 
face behind the notion of Yugoslavianism. This other 
face is the true one, reflecting the real goals of Greater 
Serb politics, which has no respect for others and 
which will resort to any means to attain its goal. This 
strategy had its basis in the notorious Draft of llija 
Garasanin, and its best-defined plan of action in Stevan 
Moljevic's paper "A homogeneous Serbia". The pursuit 
of these programs has led to genocide and persecution 
on a horrifying scale ^ a scale about which the world 
still knows little. 

Whenever Greater Serb nationalist politics has been in 
crisis, it has always turned for concessions and support 
to the nationalist politics of Greater Croatia, mainly at 
the expense of Bosnia and her Muslims. With the aid of 
such a tactical alliance it has almost always succeeded 
in ridding itself of the burden of internal pressures, eas¬ 
ing the process of tactical regrouping. Hence the pro- 
Yugoslav stance would either come to the fore or re¬ 
treat, depending on their assessment of international 
circumstances. 

Whenever non-Serb political forces, within a frame¬ 
work of general European trends towards the abolition 
of totalitarianism and the encouragement of democrat¬ 
ic principles, have summoned up enough power and 
decisiveness to oppose the Greater Serb usurpation of 
Yugoslavia, then the hidden face of Greater Serb na¬ 
tionalist strategy has unveiled its will and determina¬ 
tion to rein in "Yugoslavia" within the borders as de¬ 
fined by S. Moljevic, and to establish Greater Serb po¬ 
litical dominance within these borders. The several- 
month-long war with Croatia, urged on by the national¬ 
ist hard core of Serb politics, clearly revealed this strat¬ 
egy's goals, its allies and its present capabilities, 
though they were not announced publicly and official¬ 
ly. The change of borders has been and still is the fun¬ 
damental goal of this politics, which is to be achieved 
by the latest war. Faced with determined opposition 


from the international community, the Greater Serb na¬ 
tionalist strategists suddenly gave up these goals, and 
immediately started proposing an alliance with the na¬ 
tionalists of Greater Croatia against the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims - after having proposed the same to the Muslims, 
but in this case against the Croats. 

Within this context, it is worth decoding the decision of 
Bosnia's Greater-Serb nationalist henchmen, led by R. 
Karadzic and M. Ekmecic, as to the founding of a so- 
called Republic of the Serb People in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. In fact, since it was not possible to prove 
any unequal treatment of Serbs in their Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian homeland, which they share with Muslims 
and Croats, or to justify decisions and actions deriving 
from the hidden face of their policies, all that remained 
was to plead the defence of Yugoslavia. The basic task 
of this "Republic" is to support the alleged continuity 
of Yugoslavia and its successors' rights - which, in their 
opinion, should belong to "those opposed to seces¬ 
sion". The very act of establishment of this "Republic" 
unconditionally supports the idea of a federal Yugoslav 
state. This is a denial of the stance taken by the Badin- 
ter Commission - that Yugoslavia is in a process of dis¬ 
solution. And it is an attempt to make it impossible to 
carry on with the tasks that this dissolution entails by 
international law. 

However, any international recognition that Serbia and 
the so-called Republic of Serb People in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina - along with others, perhaps - make up the 
successor to the Socialist Federal Republic of Yu¬ 
goslavia would lead to further disruption of stability 
and of political and other relations in the Balkans. If 
the international cormnunity accepts that the SFRJ has 
indeed been dissolved, the so-called Republic of Serb 
People in Bosnia and Herzegovina loses all sense, be¬ 
cause there is no federal centre to which it can join - 
forcing most of Bosnia and Herzegovina's population 
along with it, whilst hypocritically offering them "full 
rights to make decisions on their own destiny". The 
Bosnian henchmen of the Greater Serb nationalist 
strategy will then be left with two possibilities: either 
to join openly with Serbia, which will jeopardise the 
international status of that Republic's statehood, or to 
proceed autonomously with the carve-up of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

It is understandable, therefore, why Greater Serb na¬ 
tionalist policies are determinedly set against a "Civil 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina". They speak of 
the possibility of division and demarcation, in the same 


way as they speak of division and demarcation with re¬ 
gard to Croatia. A. Buha explicitly states that it is pos¬ 
sible to "divide up everything" in Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina. This stance reveals a desire for territorial con¬ 
quest and the blocking of civil rights. A civil republic 
implies clearly-defined ownership, even now a known 
quantity in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Stressing the need 
to divide up everything in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
nothing but a desire to undennine the process of de-na¬ 
tionalization in accordance with civil rights, which en¬ 
tail little doubt as to the original and true owners of 
everything in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is therefore 
necessary, from a Greater Serb nationalist political 
standpoint, to propose the imaginary principle of na¬ 
tional/ethnic division, which will enable environmen¬ 
tal devastation and financial croneydom to continue as 
before. A Civil Republic would, however, guarantee 
optimal equality for all in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
therefore it must be stifled at birth. This, according to 
the nationalist political strategists, would ensure an ex¬ 
clusive union with the "federal state" and the "federal 
army". And a persistent undermining of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's constitutional institutions would best 
serve this end. 

One should also add that none of the goaJs of Greater 
Serb politics, as crystalSised in the slogan "all Serbs in 
one state", is supported by the democratic will of the 
citizens of Serbia, Montenegro, or Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina. Nor do these goals have any support in terms 
of resources. Monetary mismanagement in rump Yu¬ 
goslavia has imposed large-scale pauperization and ru¬ 
in on all these territories. With the concentration of 
military forces on the territory of rump Yugoslavia and 
the cutting off of Slovenia and Croatia's financial con¬ 
tribution towards the maintenance of Yugoslav jugger¬ 
naut, the redistribution of the load to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia is the only - in¬ 
adequate - resource left. This is leading to the destruc¬ 
tion of already exhausted and scarce natural resources. 
Therefore only encouragement of democratic social 
principles in Bosnia and Herzegovina - and, first and 
foremost, in Serbia and Montenegro - would stop the 
present aggressive Greater Serb ethnocracy, that threat¬ 
ens to treat the non-Serb population in these territories 
with quasi-fascist ruthlessness. It is a well-known fact 
that in Serbia alone, more than one third of the entire 
population are Albanians, Bosnian Muslims, Gypsies 
and others, while in Bosnia and Herzegovina less than 
one third of the population is Serb. Consequently, the 
strategic goals of Greater Serb politics have no justifi¬ 
cation whatsoever, and their supporters have to rely on 


simplificalion and blindness, inconsistency and 
hypocrisy, forn?ing a source of political instability in 
this region of Europe. 



Presenting a 
world image 

B osnia and her Muslims have been beating like a 
mysterious heart in the South of Europe, a last¬ 
ing but little-known presence both to them¬ 
selves and others. To themselves, because they have 
failed to express themselves decisively and explicitly. 
To others, because they have rarely been observed and 
judged with due respect and without being identified 
with what they are not. This has proved to be of crucial 
and dramatic importance in the restructuring of rela¬ 
tionships between South Slav states, within a frame¬ 
work of greater European integration and the collapse 
of totalitarianism. Bosnia and her Muslims were un¬ 
able to present an earlier image to the world, which 
might have enabled them now, in a time of change, to 
demand and gain its understanding and approval. Mis¬ 
informed prejudices about both prevailed at a Euro¬ 
pean political, cultural and economic level. Hence the 
urgent need to present a new image of Bosnia and her 
Muslims to the world. A series of data/publicity titles, 
Bosnia and the Bosnian Muslims, was launched as a re¬ 
sult. The series was conceived as a means of communi¬ 
cating a Bosnian Muslim vision of Bosnian Muslim 
history, culture and politics to all those who were - or 
needed to be - interested in Bosnia and her Muslims. 
The editor of this series started from the premise that a 
world public needed, first and foremost, an explanation 
and illustration of the relationship between Bosnia's 







geo-political, cultural and historical character anti her 
Muslims, as well as the cultural and historical relation¬ 
ships between the Muslims and the Croats, Serbs, 
Jews, Italians, French, Gennans, Turks, and so on. This 
definitive summary of the links and relationships be¬ 
tween Bosnian Muslims and other peoples will, along 
with other reviews of Bosnian Muslim culture and pol¬ 
itics, contribute to the understanding and encourage¬ 
ment of this ancient European people in the European 
community of peoples. 



Dissecting 
Karadzic's lecture 

Radovan Karadiid says nothing about his instruc¬ 
tions to Vudurevic, his lieutenant, when he report¬ 
ed: "We've got our boots on. Doctor Karadzic, and 
if we take them off now, we'll never build a state." 
He says nothing about the reports that have 
reached him of looted Croat property, of blood- 
smeared gold teeth and earrings, and so on.... But 
what is all this, and the rest of the long list of 
crimes, compared to the need for a new alliance 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina, which must be 
joined to Serbia by hook or by crook...? 

T he Serb Democratic Party delegates to the As¬ 
sembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, elected by 
the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina at the 
first democratic multi-party elections, returned to the 
plenary session despite their promise not to come back 
until their conditions had been satisfied. They were un¬ 
able, however, to come up with a decent excuse for 
their intransigence, by which democracy is only what 
suits their interests, and anything that goes against their 


will is not democracy, but "shouting down", "the tyran¬ 
ny of the majority", and so on. The international com¬ 
munity's suggestion, that the issue of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's sovereignty and independence should 
be put to her citizens, put them in an awkward dilem¬ 
ma. If they oppose a referendum, they identify them¬ 
selves as undemocratic. But if they accept it, then their 
claim to have the majority of their people on their side 
risks coming under scrutiny. They chose to return to 
the Assembly, firmly determined to prevent the citizens 
of this Republic being asked to express their wishes as 
to their country's destiny. Not long after the beginning 
of the session, Momcilo Krajisnik, in accordance with 
the Serbian lobby's preagreed plan, vetoed the inclu¬ 
sion of the referendum issue on the agenda. The item 
could not be included, but discussion was opened. 
Speeches prepared in advance were read, this time tar¬ 
geted at forcing all MPs except for the Serb Democrats 
to leave the Session. When this approach did not 
achieve the required results, they began to call upon 
the Croat Democratic Community delgates to join 
them in their negative stand on the referendum. Even- 
tually, in the lobbies, Muhammed Cengic was talked 
into making a proposal that suited their underlying 
goal - to bOock any decision on calling a referendum. 
When even this failed, their delegates were told to 
leave the Assembly: in other words, putting themselves 
and their political strategies above the Assembly and 
all the other delegates. 

Radovan Karadzic, the Serb Democrat Party leader, 
took the floor like so many times before. Since his 
speech was only a variation upon a familiar theme, a 
rough dissection of the flesh and bones - with their par¬ 
ticularly nasty smell of the past - will suffice. 

Orgies of destruction 

"It is obvious that Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot 
side-step or run away from the changes happening all 
round it", Karadzic began his late-night speech to the 
Assembly. He failed to reveal, however, what sort of 
changes he means. Through the centuries, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has woven its own pattern of coexistence, 
despite religious, ethnic and political differences. This 
principle is the most valuable legacy of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's entire history. Could our night owl be 
thinking, perhaps, that this cultural masterpiece needs 
an overhaul? Bosnia and Herzegovina is the most de¬ 
mocratic region in today's Balkans, with no censorship, 
no political prisoners, no secret police, and so on. Does 
he think, perhaps, that a different course should be tak- 





cn? In Bosnia and Herzegovina diere is no problem of 
inequality between peoples, religions, eultures; there is 
no ethnic minority whose rights are threatened. Maybe 
this doesn't suit our midnight rambler. In the lands 
around Bosnia and Herzegovina, thugs revel in orgies 
of destniction. looting and burning ancient cities, 
churches and hospitals, schools and nurseries. Could 
this be the sort of change our speaker would like to 
see? How’ does it relate to wdiat he is doing? He and his 
cronies are fomenting the break-up of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, by means of one-party referenda and the 
setting-up of phantom ethnic states, which are based on 
ethnic and religious rights drawn from national myth, 
the lives of saints, folk epics, dusty drafts and memo¬ 
randa, and so on. If we have to look around us for mod¬ 
els, we would surely search in vain for anything that 
resembles what Karadzic and his gang are doing in this 
ancient and proud land of ours, with the help and sup¬ 
port of his masters and henchmen. In the end, all one 
can say is that here is speaker impotently seeking a 
rhetorical robe for his naked desire to flaunt his obses¬ 
sion, an obsession that blinds him to Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's pattern of coexistence. Life would be much 
easier for him if had the courage to speak his solitary 
dreams out loud. And less painful for his co-speakers. 
He, anyway, only feeds those seduced and misled souls 
who have failed to step out of the past into the time and 
space allotted to their bodies. 

People's sovereignty - a screen for greed 

The Serb Democrat leader continues: "...and in this 
sense a new referendum would only be acceptable to 
the Serb people after the democratic transformation of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina into a new entity with the as¬ 
sent of all three sovereign peoples." 

We must not avert our gaze from this anatomic dissec¬ 
tion, but we do need to look to heaven and say: "God 
preserve us from conceited creators of history!" For, 
just after his prophecy about Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and its neighbours, our night owl warns us that his 
opinion is that of all his people, and therefore he knows 
exactly what is good and what is bad for them. Cen¬ 
turies of Bosnia-Herzegovinian history are, for him, a 
mere moment in time that can be shifted forwards and 
backwards at will. Is this the scenario of democratic 
transformation outlined in the so-called: "historic Serb 
and Muslim agreement", "Belgrade initiative", or "Bel¬ 
grade Convention", or in the actions of the so-called 
Assembly and Republic of Serb People in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina? Despite the fact that religious funda- 


menliilisMi has been consigned to niiropc's dim and dis¬ 
tant past, here, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, we have its 
latter-day advocate, recommending ethnic apartheid 
and his own brand of folk-saga as a pattern for the cre¬ 
ation of no less than a republic on ethnic and religious 
grounds. He calls this a democratic transformation, 
with no inkling of how grotesque his reveries are. But 
does lie know how violence starts? It starts by ignoring 
the individual for the sake of the "nation", religion, 
party, tribal group, and so on. It starts when warlords, 
petty or grand, hide their sickness, greed and financial 
clout with a screen of "people's sovereignty". And then 
their underhand traffic in everything sacred Hooks to 
party and race to underwrite it. Petty profit is set above 
centuries of history and human lives, while they pro¬ 
tect their race in a way that results in the death, perse¬ 
cution and dreadful suffering of untold individuals. 

Dreaming of locks and keys 

See him hiding behind the shield of "people's sover¬ 
eignty", pretending to be the advocate not only of his 
people, but of others too: "And Serbs and Croats put 
together do not amount to 66.6%, and they will make 
up less and less of the overall population of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina." 

Our speaker laments from the depths of his heart the 
cruel, shared fate of the Croats and the Serbs. But, 
strangely enough, he did not refer to the razing of 
Croatian homes in the Herzegovinian village of Ravno, 
to the plunder and rape of Croats throughout Herze¬ 
govina, Konavle, the Dubrovnik Zupa, Slavonia, and 
Baranja... He says nothing about his instructions to 
Vucurevic, his lieutenant, when he reported: "We've 
got our boots on. Doctor Karadzic, and if we take them 
off now, we'll never build a state." He says nothing 
about the reports that have reached him of looted Croat 
property, of blood-smeared goSd teeth and earrings, 
and so on. Of course, he has the deepest sympathy for 
the Croat people, but he has had to keep silent till 
tonight, so as not to arouse the anger of the Minister for 
Culture and Education in Eastern Herzegovina, who, 
from his Belgrade office, told him to cleanse every 
Croat from Prevlaka and a hundred kilometres along 
the coast. But what is all this, and the rest of the long 
list of crimes, compared to the need for a new alliance 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina, which must be joined 
to Serbia by hook or by erook? 

"So, if we hold a referendum now, before the transfor¬ 
mation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Serbs and 







Croats will be locked and imprisoned inside inlerna- 
tionally recognized borders, which nobody can ever 
change, and they will find themselves completely in 
the power of the lords and masters of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina - that is, those with the biggest population 
at this moment, who are growing in number by the day 
and so, we imagine, will be able to do whatever they 
choose." 

Here, fired by his concern for his people and his 
boundless sympathy for the Croats, he plays the num¬ 
bers game, chamiingly clutching at even bigger future 
figures. And here our nocturnal prophet reveals his 
delusion of grandeur. Passing disguised sentence on 
the human right to be bom and to give birth, he turns 
ratios into absolutes, whilst denying this right to all 
those who are not the biggest and not the richest in 
numbers or land. Establishing this insane principle of 
numerical size, our peddler of prophetic nonsense 
frightens his audience with his own fear of losing some 
imaginary mle, turning on others whom he calls the 
rulers of Bosnia and Herzegovina. And he pretends not 
to know what is clear to anybody with roots in the his¬ 
tory of Bosnia and Herzegovina - that rule over Bosnia 
can only derive from harmony between the rights of its 
religious traditions, its peoples, and its openness to the 
world at large. He overlooks the fact that Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's borders were recognized before the in¬ 
ternational community recognized the present borders 
of Serbia and Montenegro. He denies everything that 
does not fit in with his Draft Memorandum, calling up 
from his imagination all sorts of justifications for his 
passionate wish to carry on in the steps of that old tim¬ 
ber and pig merchant whose trade left a trail of devas¬ 
tated villages and towns. No wonder he sees prison 
doors instead of openness, locks and keys instead of 
coexistence and tolerance. He is afraid of the voice of 
the people, spoken freely, without fear or fealty to 
some mythic ancestral hearth - except to the hearth 
where the living warm themselves. 



A step towards 
justice for all 

G od tempts us with good and with evil! 

And nothing in this world takes its course with¬ 
out the possibility of moving faster or slower, 
to the right or to the left, forwards or backwards. 

Bosnia and everybody in it are faced with a crucial de¬ 
cision. A referendum of all the citizens of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has been called for February 29th and 
March 1st 1992. The referendum is an issue in its own 
right. Calling a referendum confirms the wish of the 
majority of the people's representatives in the Assem¬ 
bly of Bosnia and Herzegovina to ask the citizens of 
the Republic to vote on the sovereignty and indepen¬ 
dence of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state. And the ref¬ 
erendum itself has two possible answers: yes or no. 

We have said that we can accept any relationship with 
Serbia that is acceptable for Croatia as well. If these 
two states can build a federal or confederal relation¬ 
ship, then Bosnia is ready to join in as well. Such a po¬ 
sition, of course, derives from our country's true na¬ 
ture. Its continued existence depends on relationships 
of justice between the three peoples who have Bosnia 
and Herzegovina as their common country. The rela¬ 
tionships of the Serbs and Croats in Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina with Serbia and Croatia proper have to able to 
protect the national integrity of those peoples, without 
jeopardizing the sovereignty and unity of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. When, in accordance with the free will of 
the citizens of Croatia, international sovereignty was 
requested and then obtained, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
following the wishes of its inner being, was left with 
only one option that would ensure its integrity and con¬ 
tinued existence: to request international recognition 
for its decision to become a sovereign and independent 
state. This request met with the suggestion to call a ref¬ 
erendum for all its citizens to vote on the following 
question: "Are you for a sovereign and independent 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, a state of equal citizens, and 
peoples - Muslims, Serbs and Croats and others who 
live there?" 






Saying yos to this question means, inter alia, a new 
coininitment by individuals and peoples: 

• to accept and confirm that dilTerent religious roads 
towards the Good are equally valid, and that their 
followers must guarantee the same rights to others 
that they claim for themselves; 

. that Bosnia and Herzegovina's unity in diversity 
should have a new basis for cooperative and com¬ 
petitive links between peoples and individuals; 

• that a respectful advocacy and criticism of beliefs 
should accept the sanctity of the individual, and 
give each an equal opportunity to speak and listen 
in state discussion and decision-making bodies; 

• that within Bosnia and Herzegovina's old borders 
there should be a mutual guarantee of rights, so that 
all may feel at home in a country whose borders en¬ 
sure love and contentment for all! 

Mutual agreement between all of us in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's time-frame is given an impetus by the 
call for a referendum and the expected choice of sover¬ 
eignty and independence as preconditions for the real¬ 
ization of individual and group rights for all who live 
in this country. 

Voting against a referendum, or a no vote in the refer¬ 
endum itself, would mean, inter alia, the following: 

• that the supporters of such a position refuse to ac¬ 
cept the principle that it is against their own inter¬ 
ests to demand for themselves what they are not 
ready to grant to others; 

• that they wish to achieve their goals at the expense 
of others; 

• that they fail to understand that Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina is a European jewel, cut to sacred traditions, 
whose facets reflect the same light in different 
ways, preserving their individuality and firmly unit¬ 
ing into a single whole; 

• that the European experience of major constitution¬ 
al systems cannot take root in Bosnia's unbroken 
thousand-year history; 

• that politics cannot serve the highest goals which all 
humans desire from the core of their being! 

The referendum is before us. It is a great test, and one 
of our many tests. It may well be a historical turning- 
point for all of us. History, however, isn't a shop selling 


high-class ohjels d'art for us to pick and choose from. 
Wc arc faced with tlic choice between continuing on a 
path of freedom and dignity in this ancient country of 
ours, or being thrown togctlier in the hulk of a forced 
creation where no-one has felt enough at home to be 
able to unite with others in its defence. 

Yugoslavia no longer exists! This truth is undeniable. 
Some persist in denying this fact for the sake of their 
own desires. They want to use the wreckage of this for¬ 
mer state for their own pernicious schemes. But it is up 
to all of us who serve justice to stand up and say a clear 
NO! to those who call for internal and external divi¬ 
sions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Let the referendum 
be a united voice for the common future of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, open to both East and West and defended 
from every threat from within and without. 



Sarajevo 
^ 14.11 
1992 

Where is 
Bosnia? 

H istory is no supermarket, and its stock is al¬ 
ways a modest one. There are two possible op¬ 
tions: either Bosnia will become an indepen¬ 
dent state, or it will stay in a rump Yugoslavia, i.e. 
Greater Serbia. In the latter case, it will most probably 
be destroyed because the Croats will never accept it. In 
fact, Bosnia and Herzegovina must win its own inde¬ 
pendence. There is no other way. The third possibility, 
the division of Bosnia and Herzegovina, has long exist¬ 
ed in the writings of the Greater Serb expansionists. Re¬ 
alistically speaking, this is not possible either. At least, 
not without a vicious and complex war in the region. 

The forces of expansionism are inciting Croat extrem¬ 
ists to make Croats demand, once and for all, their right 
of self-determination in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 











However, in Wcsl Herzegovina there are only 2()(),()()0 
Croats, while 500,000 live elsewhere in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; alter sell-determination, in this seenario, 
the majority would remain in Greater Serbia. The 
Croats in Central Bosnia are fully aware that the ampu¬ 
tation of West Herzegovina would threaten their status 
in Bosnia. 

Why is it that Karadzic has not yet explained the prin¬ 
ciple by which he wants to restructure Bosnia and 
Herzegovina into cantons? In those municipalities, you 
see, where the Serbs are in the majority, they have es¬ 
tablished their own "national mle", often through vio¬ 
lence and the destruction of legal governmental bodies. 
If we implement the ethnic principle across the entire 
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, what do we get? 
More than 50% of the Serbs will find themselves in so- 
called Muslim cantons, where the Muslims are in the 
majority! Would the Serb people accept this? Take any 
principle you like - it amounts to the same. We propose 
modelling ourselves on the Swiss Constitution. They 
will never accept that. The Swiss Constitution makes 
no mention of "peoples". 

The Serbs have no reason to rush into war. You see, 
both Muslims and Croats have moved out of munici¬ 
palities where the Serbian Democratic Party won the 
elections. Serbs have moved out of no municipality 
controlled by the Party of Democratic Action. [And 
this, it should be said, is a pointer to the two political vi¬ 
sions in Bosnia. One, advocated by Milosevic and 
Karadzic and their supporters, aims to destroy Bosnia; 
the other, the Bosnian Muslim vision, believes in the vi¬ 
ability of Bosnia as a unity of diversity. This is why the 
latter is the target of hostilities against Bosnia. The 
clearer it is in its strategy of defending Bosnia as a 
country belonging to all its peoples, the more dangerous 
it becomes for the Greater Serb and the Greater Croat 
plans. And the closer we get to a politics based on reli¬ 
gious and national exclusiveness, the stronger the sup¬ 
port for the anti-Bosnian plotters. The enemies of 
Bosnia will try, as far as possible, to tar Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim politics with a pseudo-Islamist brush' in order to 
give themselves an eventual excuse for their evil goals. 
This, it must be stressed, is a deliberate strategy in the 
war both against Bosnian Muslims and against Islam.] 



A jewel between 

nationalist 

baubles 

Could Europe have imagined a nastier version of a 
religious or ethnic fundamentalist state than the 

"Republic of the Serb People of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina?" 

W e are faced with a new passion for dissect¬ 
ing. Pressures from East and West, threats 
and calls for war, have tried to anaesthetize 
the organism of Bosnia so that its dismemberment can 
take place without spasm or sound. And whenever there 
has been an outcry against the bloodied butchers in their 
surgeons masks, they have merely retreated behind the 
white curtains of their surgeries and passed the job in 
hand over to amateur assistants, black-marketeers mas¬ 
querading as businessmen, and mad doctors. 

The Bosnian Confederation is only a cover for vio¬ 
lence targeted at a living organism which, through cen¬ 
turies of growth, has now reached and tested its full¬ 
ness. This plan, used by half-witted swindlers to cloak 
their evil obsessions, has in it a violent passion still. 
They say it is possible to break Bosnia down into sim¬ 
ple factors, each purely ethnic in content. They have 
been saying this for a long time, but have not yet mas¬ 
tered the necessary skill. (A recent map drawn up on 
Karadzic's psychiatric couch could not even raise a 
laugh, let alone serious attention.) What is the purpose 
of these divisions, so passionately advocated? If their 
goal is a more harmonious functioning of the Bosnian 
organism, it is still not clear why the advocates of divi¬ 
sion demand a national guard, a national currency, a 
national police force, and so on. When they speak 
about restructuring Bosnia and Herzegovina they point 
to the example of Yugoslavia. In doing so they throw 
dust into the eyes of the world, ignoring the fact that 
Yugoslavia and Bosnia have nothing whatsoever in 
common. Yugoslavia was an unnatural combination of 
clearly-defined parts, while Bosnia is an organic unit 






which cannot be divided into simple factors - unless, of 
course, we assume violent dismemberment. But, as is 
well known, violent llssion releases vast amounts of 
energy that backfire on the unskilled operator. 

"If Bosnia cannot be divided on ethnic lines," many 
ask, "why talk about it?" We say "It can’t!" Others say 
"It can!" By accepting talks as a precondition to agree¬ 
ment, we give them chance to prove the truth of their 
statement - that is, testimony to the fact that they are 
wrong. Isn't the psychiatrist's map the best proof of the 
absurdity of their claims? 

Raising national or religious identity to the level of po¬ 
litical imperative, raising the collective above the indi¬ 
vidual, has always spelt trouble for Europe. And at this 
very moment, when a model of individual freedom 
and rights has become a building block for universal 
rights and freedoms, here in Bosnia - where such pat¬ 
tern has long taken root - the fanatical followers of a 
pseudo-mythic image offer religion and ethnicity as 
the cornerstone of a political system. Could Europe 
have imagined a nastier version of a religious or ethnic 
fundamentalist state than the "Republic of the Serb 
People of Bosnia and Herzegovina?" Even the solid ar¬ 
chitecture of Europe's modem age must surely tremble 
at such a notion. 

If this principle were accepted, the world would col=- 
lapse into an abyss of chaos. We would then have a Re¬ 
public of the Catholic People of Germany, a Republic 
of the Flemish People of Belgium, a Republic of the 
German People of Switzerland, and so on, and so forth. 
The world would collapse into a chaos of religious and 
ethnic laws, armies, currencies, and so on. Everything 
would run backwards, like some crazy circus act. But 
the world is more than a circus act. Life's only like that 
in sagas of national derring-do, droned to a one-string 
fiddle by a sooty fireplace. Today's world isn't as sim¬ 
ple as the folk-singer's dreams. 

Bosnia is Europe's jewel, many would say who are 
tired of nationalist and chauvinist baubles. It is a bur¬ 
geoning example of unity in diversity. As a state in 
which individuals can enjoy the protection of those 
rights and freedoms in which all group rights are root¬ 
ed, Bosnia can help dissolve the iron of hatred deep in 
the soul of those greedy for power and territory. Within 
its stable borders, safely defended and open to the traf¬ 
fic of people, ideas and goods, it can establish sensible 
regional divisions that serve the people, not vice versa. 
Such divisions would take account of roads and rivers. 


hills and Helds, towns and forests, for all this can be of¬ 
fered with open arms to meet a person's needs. But not 
the needs of someone who is a slave to a patch of land, 
to a warlord drunk on the naive pratings of diseased 
soul-doctors who know nothing of the soul. 
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Proud strides to 
liberate our land 


The complete liberation of all our Republic from all 
forms of terrorist onslaught, from Trebinje to 
Bosanski Brod, From Cazin to Bijeljina, from Foca 
to Crude... means defending the principle that har¬ 
monious coexistence between different religious 
traditions and different ethnic characteristics is 
both possible and inevitable. 

T he Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, heir to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's cultural and histori¬ 
cal legacy, is a guardian of the principle of unity 
in diversity. This unity includes the firmly-intertwined 
national traditions of Serbs, Croats, Muslims, Jews and 
others who have been living for centuries on Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's soil. This unity also includes the firm in¬ 
tertwining of great sacred traditions, first and foremost 
different forms of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has been, throughout her his¬ 
tory, the best evidence that the origins of different sa¬ 
cred traditions are one and the same, and that the Same 
can manifested itself in different ways. The differences 
between sacred traditions do not deny that each have 
equal validity. These differences are - let it be known - 
the fount of riches, the horn of plenty from which hu- 





man crcatix ily draws its sircnglh. Hnsnia and Ilcr/.c- 
govina is a warranty that harmony bet ween difrerent 
holy traditions is both possible and inevitable. The his- 
toiy of this country, therefore, is one of Riirope's pri/e 
possessions. In its wholeness and oneness it is proof of 
the pattern to whieh humanity aspires. 

Attacked from all sides 

The pattern of Bosnia and Herzegovina's unity in di¬ 
versity is under attack from all sides. From the outside, 
it is threatened by the zealots of ethnic, religious and 
political schemes which claim that Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's unity in diversity can be split into three com¬ 
ponents - "Serb", "Croat" and "Muslim". This is no less 
than the destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina's ta¬ 
pestry of unity in diversity, despite the devotion of the 
overwhelming majority of her citizens to this tapestry. 
This devotion is not felt by one dimension of the unity 
alone. It is just as strong among all - Serbs, Croats and 
Muslims equally. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina's pattern of unity in diversity 
is under violent attack by armed groups, for the most 
part instigated and masterminded outside Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

When the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
gained international recognition, the forces opposed to 
unity in diversity realised that they would not be able 
to slice up her territory with the borders of their em¬ 
pires - empires dreamt up in nationalist dens labouring 
under the delusion of Greater States. So they launched 
a fierce and ruthless assault against the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The prime forces of terrorist 
onslaught are those of Greater Serbia. They can be pro¬ 
visionally divided into a number of elements. The first 
is the political, cultural and security machinery of the 
Serbian state; and the second, its Montenegrin counter¬ 
part. The third is the barefaced, total usurpation of all 
the instruments of the Yugoslav state, or rather their 
remnants. The fourth is made up of a multitude of para¬ 
military and terrorist organizations, for the most part 
instigated and masterminded from Serbia, among 
which the extremist wing of the Serb Democratic Par¬ 
ty, the Chetniks, the White Eagles (the military wing of 
the Serbian National Renewal Movement), the Serb 
National Guard, the Serb Royalists, etc. deserve spe¬ 
cial attention. One should not forget either the logisti¬ 
cal support and striking power of the so-called Yu¬ 
goslav Peoples' Army as a means of mass assault 
against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 


propngniula machines of Serbia, Montenegro and ex- 
Yngoslavia form a basis for verbal aggression and sub¬ 
jugation, wliilc (lie diplomatic service of former Yu¬ 
goslavia forms a network of subterfuge and deception 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina's identity. 


We must not be silent, cither, about the aggression 
against our Republic which stems from the fantasies of 
Greater Croatia, and which is trying to take organized 
shape within the thin layer of Croat extremism. And to 
this we must add the ignorance of certain Muslim ele¬ 
ments which claim that the rights of Bosnian Muslims 
can be achieved without respect for Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's principle of unity in diversity. 


Defending the state 


Resisting the terrorist onslaught launched against the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina means defending 
the principle that each square foot of Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian land belongs inseparably to Croats, Muslims 
and Serbs, to Jews and others who have been living here 
for centuries. Resisting the terrorist onslaught launched 
against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina means 
defending the principle that harmonious coexistence 
between different religious traditions and different eth¬ 
nic characteristics is both possible and inevitable. 

Resisting the terrorist onslaught launched against the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina means believing 
that the world can exist despite all its differences, and 
that the sanctity of each individual can be safeguarded 
along with the right to diversity. 

Resisting the terrorist onslaught launched against the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina means defending 
her democratic institutions, which can only develop 
through democratic decision-making with the partici¬ 
pation of all her citizens, regardless of political and re¬ 
ligious beliefs, regardless of ethnic allegiance. 

Resisting the terrorist onslaught launched against the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina means that each 
individual - regardless of his or her political, ethnic or 
religious allegiance - should fight for the defence and 
development of all that is held sacred by her Muslims, 
Serbs, Croats, and Jews, by every human community 
and every individual. 

Resisting the terrorist onslaught launched against the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina means repudiat¬ 
ing crime and criminals, no matter who they are and 
what image they show to others. 


And so the goals ol'oiir struggle arc the complete liber¬ 
ation or all our Republic from all forms of terrorist on¬ 
slaught. IVom Trebinje to Bosanski Urod. from Cazin to 
Bijeljina, from FoCa to Crude... 

The goal of our struggle is to preserve the democratic 
system and institutions of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Hciztgo\ina - as the expression of the wishes and 
needs of the majority of her citizens, as the true 
guaidians of the individual and collective rights of her 
Muslims, Serbs, Croats, Jews, and other peoples,.. 

The goal ot oui struggJe is to rally together all the 
forces of patriotism in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to 
stride forth against the terrorist onslaught in a proud 
campaign to liberate our land... 

The goal of our struggle is to safeguard and encourage 
the principle of coexistence with mutual respect for 
otherness, so that the borders of the Republic of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina might be lines of contact and osmo¬ 
sis, not barriers or divisions. 
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Bandits in ethnic 

-fundamentalist 

clothing 

63 

C ommunist ideology, underpinned by Soviet im¬ 
perialist strategy, was unable to forge a lasting 
link between the Balkan lands bounded by Yu¬ 
goslavia's state borders. And yet this ideology, with its 
underlying neutrality and amoral secularism, was more ■ 

acceptable than any nationalist framework, which in 
South Slav regions has always led to violence. 

However, the founding hypotheses of Yugoslavia's ide¬ 
ology-driven state system collapsed with the disinte¬ 
gration of the Soviet empire, bringing to the surface the 
lack of connective tissue in the fabric of the Yugoslav 
state. The sheer force of the collapse led to swift and 
total breakdown. Old plans for the coalescence of eth¬ 
nic states appeared on the scene - in other words, the 
resuscitation of old models that refused to accept com¬ 
plex realities and changes wrought by history. The 
Greater Serb strategists planned to restructure Yu¬ 
goslavia in the even more direct and efficient service of 
Serb nationalist interests. This, of course, meant subju¬ 
gating others to the interests of the Greater State. In ac¬ 
cordance with this plan, losses would be reduced to a 
minimum: Slovenia, some of Croatia and some of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Meanwhile, as a spin-off of 
this "amputation", Serbian national feelings and na¬ 
tionalist ideology would be strengthened even further. 

All this was only possible under the absurd assumption 
that distinct groups such as the Macedonians, the Alba¬ 
nians, the Bosnian Muslims or the Croats would be too 
weak to resist the imposition of expansionist rule. If 
these groups were to gather enough strength of purpose 
to stand up against their own annihilation, then, ac¬ 
cording to the Greater Serb strategists, they should be 
opposed one by one. This process of organised disinte¬ 
gration, as planned by the Greater Serb commanders, 
was opposed by the Croats, whose sense of national 
identity powered a decisive and clearly-defined drive 
to ensure political, financial, cultural and economic re- 







silicnco. aiui to strengthen and ring-lenee their sover¬ 
eignty. As ever, this drive alTeetcd Bosnia iind I Icrzc- 
govina. where tlierc has never been a elear dividing- 
line between Croat ethnic interests and tlic interests of 
the Croatian slate. Which, of course, implies entangle¬ 
ment in the complexities of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
Muslim-Serb-Croat troika. Us equilibrium, anchored in 
an enduring alliance between pro-Bosnian Croats, pro- 
Bosnian Serbs and Bosnian Muslims, has been threat¬ 
ened by the unreasonable ambition, on the part of cer¬ 
tain elements in Croat politics, to impose a structure on 
Bosnia and Herzegovina which will somehow or other 
result in the expansion of Croatia's state territory. This 
has helped Greater Serb wishes to call Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's integrity into question and to force dis¬ 
cussions on "borders and the establisliment of ethnic 
territories". Though this may have seemed attractive to 
the supporters of the old Croat nationalist programmes, 
they were obviously not mature enough to realize that 
in so doing they were supporting expansionist plans for 
a Greater Serbia. They initiated a process of carving up 
Bosnia and Herzegovina along ethnic lines, which, 
given Bosnia and Herzegovina's make-up, furthers the 
plans for building a Greater Serb state on the ruins of 
Yugoslavia. Before long, conflicts between Croat and 
Bosnian Muslim policies, together with attempts to 
harmonize Croat and Serb policies, appeared on the 
scene. Bosnian Muslims are suddenly alone in their be¬ 
lief that defending Bosnia and Herzegovina's political, 
cultural and historical identity is in the true interests of 
her Serbs and Croats. Bosiiia and Herzegovina is 
caught in the force-field of two poles of power, both of 
which are outside her borders. 

The two centres of national restructuring outside 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have a different understand¬ 
ing of "borderlines and definitions" within Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's multiple identity. The Belgrade centre 
needed a Bosnia and Herzegovina carved up and weak¬ 
ened to a state of total helplessness, while the Zagreb 
centre wanted to annex as big as possible a chunk of it. 
Bosnian Muslims were left out of these irrational and 
impassioned attempts to draw this on the maps. In fact, 
their existence was a real hindrance to the plans issued 
from the Belgrade and Zagreb ethnic centres. And so 
they were arrogantly depicted as "an invented race", 
and their country, which they have shared throughout 
history with Serbs and Croats, as "an artificial cre¬ 
ation". However, the stronger the urge to split up 
Bosnia and Herzegovina from these external centres, 
the clearer the organic interplay and bonds of identity 
within her ethnic make-up appeared to her Muslims. 


ITirthcrmorc, this led to increasingly strident opposi- 
lion and misunderstanding between Croat and Serb ad¬ 
vocates of the break-up of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Looking at the true interests of Croat and Serb nation¬ 
alist politics, it became more evident by the day that 
any deal at the expense of Bosnian Muslims would not 
only lead to conflict with the latter, but also that its ul¬ 
timate effect would also be a conflict between the main 
body and the extremist wings of Croat and Serb nation¬ 
alist politics. 


The statements on the need for a "democratic restme- 
turing" of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as agreed between 
Zagreb and Belgrade and evident in the coordinated 
activities of Karadzic and Boban, revealed their true 
substance immediately after the international recogni¬ 
tion of Bosnia and Herzegovina's independence and 
sovereignty. Neither the protection of Croat and Serb 
group interests in Bosnia and Herzegovina, nor a more 
effective structuring of the state, were at issue when 
they insisted on "popular sovereignty" - whereby "pop¬ 
ular" meant exclusively "ethnic". It was no more than a 
cover, in fact, for a strategy of carving up the organic 
whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In siding with such 
a scheme, part of the Croat political spectrum gave 
substantial support to the Greater Serb notion of "inter¬ 
nal borders", which was intended to protect and dis¬ 
guise the effects of the brutal ravaging and looting of 
property and possessions. Thus it was not hard to un¬ 
derstand why the high command of Serb extremist pol¬ 
itics in Bosnia and Herzegovina included people who 
were no strangers to robbery with violence as the most 
efficient means of achieving their goals. The indepen¬ 
dence of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a sovereign state, 
by contrast, implies freedom from all political, eco¬ 
nomic, monetary and miSitary manipulation from the 
outside. This, for the extremist black-marketeers and 
bandits, would mean being cut off from their sources 
of support and bolt-holes. For the extremist political 
oligarchy, the rule of law in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
would mean loss of privilege and less elbow-room for 
criminal activities under the guise of nationalist poli¬ 
tics. Hence it is hardly surprising that Karadzic and his 
henchmen decided to continue their assault on the state 
institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina by taking part 
in the worst imaginable terrorist onslaught, making 
Karadzic into Europe's leading bandit chieftain. Today 
he leads a gang of ruthless criminals who commit mur¬ 
der, arson and perjury without a second thought. What 
other explanation is there for the brutal attacks on Bi- 
jeljina, Zvomik, Visegrad, Foca, Sarajevo, Capljina, 
Bosanski Brod? What other explanation is there for 


their conimitmcnt to elltnic fundamentalism, which lias 
spawned the so-called "Assembly of Serb People in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina", the so-called "Republic of 
Serb People in Bosnia and Herzegovina", and so on? 
To refute the ethnic-fundamentalist principle would 
mean not only the direct and indirect encouragement of 
human rights as the basis of all other rights, but also, as 
a consequence, stripping aside the veil of "defence of 
national interests" which hides the pathology of lies, 
robbery and murder. We cannot deny, however, that the 
nationalist chieftains have succeeded in recruiting con¬ 
siderable numbers of supporters to champion their own 
criminal self-interest. There are at least two reasons for 
this. The first is that the majority are not ready to ig¬ 
nore the label of "traitor of national interests" at a time 
when the edifice of communist totalitarianism has mu¬ 
tated into one of nationalist selfishness. The second 
reason is that a wide circle of their compatriots see sub¬ 
stantial profit to be made in the privatisation process, 
which means blocking the identification of the original 
owners of most of Bosnia and Herzegovina's real es¬ 
tate, which was ruthlessly confiscated in a series of 
"agrarian reforms", "nationalizations", "expropria¬ 
tions", and so on. The shell and sniper fire ravaging 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's towns today aims to wreck 
any chance of establishing the rule of law. And also to 
erase all traces of crimes perpetrated under the veil of 
illegal and unjust systems. 

It is naive to expect to reach political agreement with 
the butchers and looters of Bijeljina, Zvomik, Viseg- 
rad, Foca, Sarajevo, Mostar, Capljina and all the other 
towns. They can never lose their outlaw status, for this 
would mean consciously admitting defeat. Democracy 
and the rule of law threaten the very core of these 
gangs of plotters. Thus they cannot accept any discus¬ 
sion which will not approve what they have fixed their 
minds on getting. Such a frame of mind, however, de¬ 
pends on a real power-base created by it or at least sup¬ 
porting it. Without such a power-base the gang will 
fragment into the chaos of extremist splinter-groups 
and go to ground, awaiting the next Bandits' Sabbath. 

And so we come to the prime mover in the frenzy of 
extremist aggression amongst the higher echelons of 
Karadzic's nationalist hierarchy. The so-called "Yu¬ 
goslav People's Army" (JNA) is still the key factor in 
the extremist equation of Karadzic and his henchmen. 
Without this force, the Serb ethnic-fundamentalist edi¬ 
fices in Bosnia and Herzegovina would lose all form 
and content. Though the collaboration between the 
"JNA" and the Serb Democratic Party remained more 


or less hidden utilil (he moment when international 
public opinion decisively supported the independence 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it soon dropped that pre¬ 
tence, for acting otherwise would have meant cutting 
the umbilical cord with Belgrade, in other words with 
the Greater Serb despoilers of the corpse of Yu¬ 
goslavia. It should therefore be realized that the tide of 
terrorist onslaught against Bosnia and Herzegovina 
cannot be turned through skirmishes with bandits 
roaming the mountainsides around Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's towns or with highway robbers wearing Chet- 
nik badges. Resistance to terrorist onslaught in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina means, first and foremost, denying 
Belgrade and other external power-bases the right and 
the means to mastermind and foment events in an inde¬ 
pendent state. This also means calling off the so-called 
"Yugoslav Peoples Army" from any action beyond its 
basic right to self-defence until a final restructuring has 
been decided on. Along with this, continuing dialogue 
within a democratic institutional framework must be 
built up and encouraged as the only means of ensuring 
harmony between rights and duties within Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as an independent state. The terrorist tide 
can only be stemmed by the steadfastness of the Re¬ 
public's democratic institutions. These institutions are 
surely more solid than the positions taken by the armed 
aggressors. The springs which feed the schemes of ter¬ 
rorist onslaught are becoming less generous, and with 
each day that passes the time they will dry up draws 
closer. Until that time comes, we must grit our teeth 
and stand firm in the defence of democracy in an inde¬ 
pendent Bosnia and Herzegovina - which, in its experi¬ 
ence of unity in diversity, is a jewel in the Mediter¬ 
ranean's ring of culture. 







Stopping and 
crushing 
the criminal 
onslaught 

Y ou ask me about the present situation and my 
predictions for the future? I walk the streets of 
Sarajevo every day. And I must admit, my 
meetings with people and my impressions encourage 
me more than my continual Juggling of facts and my 
attempts to use them to predict the progress of the war 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is a city in every mean¬ 
ing of the word. Its foundations firm and strongly- 
bonded, its people with their roots deep in the soil and 
their eyes wide open to the heavens. Just look: you will 
see no hurry on the streets, no worry or grief, though 
the air reverberates with the sound of bullets and ex¬ 
plosions. The faces of passers-by show only scorn for 
inhumanity and violence. The endurance and resilience 
of all the strata laid down here through the centuries 
unmask the fragile pettiness of the schemes of the ban¬ 
dits who dream, as they look down at the city from the 
hills, of grabbing all that has been created through cen¬ 
turies of patient thought and toil. 

The terrorist violence threatens all that is precious 
here, whether it be Serb, Croat, Muslim or Jewish... 
The criminal onslaught must not only be stopped, but 
crushed by force of arms, and all of them, without ex¬ 
ception, must be brought to justice. It is a long, hard 
road that we rhust take, to the very borders of our state. 
It is also a duty for us all, if we want to be worthy heirs 
to this country - the jewel of Europe, the miraculous 
land of unity in diversity. 


I cannot help thinking of Lisbon. What is going on 
there now, I believe, is an insult to basic human values. 
No-one in this land - at any rate, no-one who respects 
what is sacred in man - can stomach the fact that the fu¬ 
ture make-up of Bosnia and Herzegovina is being dis¬ 
cussed by someone guilty of so much killing and de¬ 
struction. All that Radovan Karadzic supports is evil, 
and his appeal to the Serb national heritage is a stain - 
it is my sorrow to say - on the Serb soul. He and his 
henchmen will have to realize that Bosnia is one, and 
will never be divided. Undivided it will remain (can he 
and his sidekicks understand this?), undivided in all its 
diversity, undivided in the inviolability of human life 
and the rights of each individual, regardless of politi¬ 
cal, religious and ethnic allegiance. 

Those who have died defending the Republic of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina are the swallows that will make this 
country's summer. Their flight denies all the borders in¬ 
vented in the blinkered minds of Bosnia's butchers - of 
those with no understanding or feeling for the music 
made by what is still a single instrument, though it has 
many strings and plays in harmony with others. 
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And we have something to fight for! This is the answer 
to any question we might think of or be asked today. 






SIripped l>iire 


Split in 

Bosnia's 

poison-clouds 

T he dark poison-clouds of terrorist onslaught 
cover the face of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Though people and country know the aggres¬ 
sor's ideas, words and deeds all too well, we still need 
to repeat and convince others that this violence origi¬ 
nates in the lethal ly-venomous ideology of "Greater 
Serbia". Serbia and Montenegro are the bases that give 
succour and shelter to the gangs of killers and wreckers 
ravaging this land. Genocide against the citizens of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, looting and destruction are 
being carried out today by the Serbian White Eagles 
and Chetniks, the Serb National Guard, the Serb Roy¬ 
alist Movement and the military wing of the Serb De¬ 
mocratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which had 
its HQ in Sarajevo. All these terrorist organizations, 
bearing a horrifying burden of crimes throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, derive most of their support 
from the past and present organisations bearing the 
"Yugoslav" label. Overtly and covertly, the "Yugoslav 
Peoples' Army" gives an underlying supply and logisti¬ 
cal framework to all the terrorist organizations just 
mentioned. But it does not only give logistical and ma¬ 
terial support to the aggressors and terrorists - it is their 
most inseparable, most vital element. What is more, 
the "Yugoslav" financial/monetary institutions give 
backing to the plunder and looting that feed the aggres¬ 
sor whilst aiming to exhaust and crush the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian state and its capacity for defence and 
growth. "Yugoslav" diplomacy feeds the world public 
with barefaced lies and deceptions, and they are hand- 
in-glove, in their fabrication of events and interpreta¬ 
tions, with the notorious Yugoslav Counter-Intelli¬ 
gence Service (KOS). By hijacking the media inffa- 
stmcture of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Serb bandits 
and terrorists are trying to clamp a lid of darkness over 
all the territories which their aggressive demands claim 
as "Serb". 


Since <lic advociUcs and agents of tlic Greater Serb ide¬ 
ological plan have failed to conceal the fact that Yu¬ 
goslavia is merely a convenient cover for Greater Ser¬ 
bia, they had no option but to strip themselves bare and 
reveal the full obscenity of their ethnic fundamental¬ 
ism. In abusing the notion of "popular sovereignty" by 
equating "popular" with "ethnic", they launched the de¬ 
struction of Bosnia and Herzegovina's unity in diversi¬ 
ty. They knew full well that only by destroying Bosnia 
and Herzegovina utterly could it be subordinated to the 
Greater Serb plan. Bosnia's centuries-old unity in di¬ 
versity could, they believed, be drowned out by a folk- 
hero ballad ranted to the tune of a one-string fiddle. 

For the sake of Greater Serbian goals, they deny the 
principle that every inch of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
soil is shared inseparably by her Muslims, Croats, 
Serbs and Jews. They have started ripping, with mur¬ 
derous violence, their own imagined, utopian pound of 
flesh from Bosnia's living organism. As their "own 
share" forms part of an organic whole, the ethnic-fun¬ 
damentalist scheme could only lead to a terrorist on¬ 
slaught, via the stages of leaving Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's Parliament and establishing a parallel parlia¬ 
ment, parallel state, parallel army... As this was all in 
total contradietion to the European experience, it could 
only be based on appeals to a dead-and-buried past and 
a lack of democracy in Belgrade and other centres of 
Greater Serb strategy. The break-up of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's organic whole made alliances with other 
extremists essential. Both Bosnian Muslims and her 
Croats were cleverly offered partition, their "own 
share", on the false premise that Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina's identity was a "mechanical construct" of three fic¬ 
titious "ethnic sovereignties". But this Greater Serbian 
plot was based on the assumption of superiority in po¬ 
litical, military, diplomatic and all other fields, and that 
once the Croats and Bosnian Muslims had accepted the 
"devolution of Bosnia and Herzegovina into its compo¬ 
nent parts", Greater Serb politics would be able to real¬ 
ize its plan by a fait accompli. It cannot be denied that 
they involved others in this plot, with the surviving 
hard core of the KOS's international network of agents 
being cleverly exploited to put the Greater Serbia strat¬ 
egy into practice. 

The fait accompli principle 

When Bosnia and Herzegovina obtained international 
recognition of her state sovereignty, the Greater Serb 




strategists swooped with the ruthlessncss of banditry 
and terrorism. To further their aim of destroying evciy 
institution of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state, they 
used eveiy criminal trick gleaned from their past's 
grimmest traditions of murder and pillage. The mur¬ 
derers, wreckers and liars of old have crawled out of 
their holes again, to launch a teiTorist onslaught against 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Anything that clashed with 
the tune of the nationalist ballad had to be crushed to 
death, dust and flame. Their eyes blind with hatred, 
they could not see or spare anything in this wealth of 
civilization and culture, except for the shape of their 
own bigotry in ballads of ancient race-hate. 

The ferocity and scale of the aggression have stunned 
the world. The politics of peace and mutual agreement 
now requires fundamental re-modelling, for peace and 
democracy in Bosnia and Herzegovina depend on its 
resistance to terrorist onslaught. Resistance must create 
conditions for the liberation of all of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina and for the revitalization of her democracy. And 
It is surely possible, by means of a union of all patriot¬ 
ic and democratic forces that would know - both at in¬ 
dividual and collective level - the goals and future 
structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the 
path to liberation. This union must be rooted in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina's very being. This is why the defence 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina is linked today to a repeat¬ 
ed emphasis on the organic unity of the four great reli¬ 
gious traditions existing within her historical borders. 
In this respect, Bosnia and Herzegovina believes that 
her cultural and historical pattern can be best affirmed 
and defended by strengthening and diversifying her 
European links. This implies establishing and develop¬ 
ing relationships with her close and distant democratic 
neighbours. The fact that over one third of the borders 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina are with the Republic of 
Croatia, together with her own age-old Mediterranean 
heritage, points to the inevitability of a lasting relation¬ 
ship between Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Serbia 
and Montenegro, by their terrorist onslaught against 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, have erected a wall where 
there should have been open borders and bridges be¬ 
tween independent states. Their terrorist onslaught has 
spoilt the symmetry of Bosnia and Herzegovina's polit¬ 
ical, cultural, and historical jewel, set in the Mediter¬ 
ranean's jewelled ring. 

This is the background against which the Split Accord 
between the delegates of the Croat Democratic Com¬ 
munity (HDZ) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Par¬ 
ty of Democratic Action (SDA) has to be understood. 


The Accord states the need for all elements of Bos ■ 
and Herzegovina to join together in the struggle 
eration, whilst confirming the indivisibility and ind 
pendence of the Republic by claiming that the confed 
eral relationship between Croatia and Bosnia-Herze 
govina is to the benefit of both independent states It^ 
no way excludes other dimensions of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's identity. 

The wishes of all her citizens 


The last-but-one paragraph of this Accord outlaws the 
possibility of any political accommodation with the 
agents of terrorist onslaught against Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina. This means that the representatives of these 
two political parties from Bosnia and Herzegovina no 
longer consider it acceptable to negotiate with the ex¬ 
tremist wing of the Serb Democratic Party of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, because they see it as the instigator, 
organizer and agent of rebellion and violence against 
the Republic. 

The Accord gives first priority to the defence and liber¬ 
ation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, while any constitu¬ 
tional settlement is postponed until a time of freedom 
and peace, when it will be possible for democratic 
wishes to be expressed through democratic procedures 
across the whole territory of the Republic. 


The Accord confirms earlier declarations and is a stim¬ 
ulus for a discussion in which it is vital that all political 
parties on the Bosnia-Herzegovinian political scene 
participate. This discussion should lead to constitution¬ 
al and legal proposals, which would be decided on by a 
referendum of the Republic's citizens or by parliamen¬ 
tary vote. Exclusion of any shade of political opinion is 
unacceptable, as is any alliance of one side against an¬ 
other without due respect for democratic rights and 
procedures. 

Right now, uniting all patriotic forces in the fight 
against terrorist onslaught is all that matters. Other de¬ 
cisions will be made once peace and freedom have re¬ 
turned to all the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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Confused levels 


I f Messrs Carrington and Cutilleiro, representing 
the wishes and viewpoints of a European power- 
centre, believe it necessary for talks to continue be¬ 
tween the "warring parties" in the Republic of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, both the proposers and their fellows 
are responsible for confusing levels in the complexity 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina's drama. 

It would be possible - but almost certainly wrong - to 
answer as follows: talks held in "separate rooms" are 
not unacceptable, though only on a precondition of 
seven days' unconditional cease-fire. Such an answer 
probably involves denying the premises vital for judg¬ 
ing the drama as a whole. First, though it can be dis¬ 
puted whether the Republic of Croatia is one of the Re¬ 
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina's aggressors, this is 
certainly not the case with Serbia and Moiitenegro. 
There is almost certainly general agreement on this be¬ 
tween all political elements within the Republic, and 
unquestioned agreement on the part of the world public. 
Thus Karadzic and Mladic, s 3 mibols of the terrorist on¬ 
slaught against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, could not exist without their puppet-masters and 
suppliers in the Serb and Montenegrin political estab¬ 
lishment. This, moreover, is an expression of official 
state policy. Secondly, anything which reduces the real¬ 
ity of Serbia and Montenegro's war of occupation and 
genocide against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina to a conflict between Bosnia and Herzegovina's eth¬ 
nic components, primarily favours the instigators of the 
idea of "national communities" with the right to sepa¬ 
rate territories in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is the 
main cause of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian tragedy, serv¬ 
ing the overt goal of territorial expansion by neigh¬ 
bouring states - which is only possible by destroying 
the thousand-year-old independence of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's cultural and historical identity. 

As far as stopping the war against Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina is concerned, only the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on the one hand, and the Republics of 
Serbia and Montenegro on the other, need be party to 
the talks. (Serbia and Montenegro can, of course, call 
themselves the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia if they 


wish, as long as this does not imply that the Republic 
of Bosnia aitid Herzegovina accepts and recognizes the 
FRY to be the title of any state which has claims on the 
territories sunounding Serbia - the excuse for the pre¬ 
sent war of occupation against the independent states 
in its neighbourhood.) 

Many talk about the tragedy of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, but - amazingly - these discussions ignore the key 
aspect of the war. The representatives of the Republic 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina should ask the internation¬ 
al community to hold talks, direct and indirect, with 
Cosic, Milosevic and Bulatovic, because such talks 
could directly help to remove the causes of the war. Let 
us not forget, of course, the need for talks with 
Tudman, which is evident given the complete agree¬ 
ment between Milosevic's and Tudman's plans for po¬ 
litical concealment of direct involvement in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina: "We agree with any resolution of the 
internal make-up of Bosnia and Herzegovina which is 
based on accord between the wishes of all three con¬ 
stituent peoples." 

This catch-phrase, however, is only a transparent at¬ 
tempt at hiding the involvement of all three of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina's neighbours in ripping her unified ta¬ 
pestry into three parts. The split is to take place not on¬ 
ly by subverting, but also by directly arming and orga= 
nizing two of her peoples, thus bringing the third into a 
hopeless position with the aim of forcing it to give up 
the Bosnia-Herzegovinian ideal and reducing it to the 
suicide of ethnic isolation. 

The military power of the forces engaged in the on¬ 
slaught against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegov* 
ina depends on the direct support of Serbia and Mon¬ 
tenegro. Therefore talks on a cease-fire should be held 
with Serbia and Montenegro, whose legal representa¬ 
tives can also, if they wish, include in their negotiating 
teams Mladic, Karadzic, Panic, or any other executor 
of their orders. 

Milosevic and Tudman should be required to confirm 
what the world already knows of their agreements. 
They cannot hide their plans for the break-up of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina with the veil of support for an "agree¬ 
ment between the three constituent peoples". Such 
agreements have a future as well as a past. But this will 
not be the case if instead of the negotiating procedures 
known in every European democracy, their advocates 
offer military support to the agents of the plan they 
favour. 




Bosnia and Herzegovina's neighbours and (he whole 
world should be finnly told that a territorial division of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina on ethnic lines is not possible. 
The prime justification is not the fact that Bosnian 
Muslims, Serbs and Croats are mi,\ed across her entire 
territory, first and foremost, it is the organic unity of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's history and culture. Sup¬ 
porting the opposite view means supporting and ac¬ 
cepting violence in the pursuit of political goals, ac¬ 
cepting the destruction of a thousand years of continu¬ 
ity for the sake of simplistic political plans. If there are 
to\vns and regions in Bosnia and Herzegovina where 
one of her three people is now in the majority, it would 
not be hard to prove that this numerical superiority has 
not always existed. Just as in the regions of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina where Muslims are in the majority, Croat 
and Serb history and culture make an undeniable con¬ 
tribution, so everywhere in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
regardless of how much the Croats or Serbs may be in 
the majority, Bosnian Muslims have their historical 
and cultural share. Though Bosnian Muslims, with all 
their material and spiritual culture, have been ruthless¬ 
ly persecuted and destroyed - within the framework of 
the same ideology and the same plans that we are expe¬ 
riencing today - no part of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
soil is cut off from the totality of the Bosnian Muslim 
being. And the same goes for Bosnian Serbs and 
Croats. And so the option today being offered to Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims by the Greater State guerrillas is a false 
and illusory one: three states, or annihilation. "Three 


slates in one" is just another name for annihilation 
This must be clearly said, for facing reality means 
summoning up enough inner strength to turn a process 
of destruction into one of self-defence. 

It is not a question of like or dislike of negotiations or 
negotiation procedures. We are under assault, and the 
troops the aggressor has launched against us are led by 
Karadzic, Mladic, Krajisnik, etc... The assault can be 
halted either by victory on the battlefield or by agree¬ 
ment with their masters. For us, both options are possi¬ 
ble. But if war is the art of deception, and if we are giv¬ 
en the option of battlefield or negotiating table, we 
should not allow ourselves to be talked or forced into 
the latter as long as the real warlords are not present. 
Negotiations should begin with Cosic and Milosevic, 
and then with their henchmen; and the battlefield solu¬ 
tion should begin with the defeat of their most exposed 
and crime-hardened troops. 
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No bypassing 
Bosnian Muslims 

• Dr Rusniir Mohmutcchqjic. Deputy Prime hdinister 
of the Government of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Hei^Cf^ovina, is becoming increasinglv recognised 
as one of Bosnia's most influential political thinkers. 
Danas Magazine intennewed him about the fate of 
the Bosnia-Herzegovinian people and the uncer¬ 
tainties to come. If we are to learn the lessons of the 
past in Bosnia and Herzegovina, we cannot escape 
the fact that it cannot be divided without long, 
bloody catastrophe throughout the land. 

The Greater State ideal could not become reality in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina even when it was far weaker 
than it is today. Not even when circumstances in Eu¬ 
rope were much more favourable for Greater-State ide¬ 
ologies. The status of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a 
sovereign and equal state within the Yugoslav union or 
community is a precondition for a balanced relation¬ 
ship between Serbs and Croats, for the survival and de¬ 
velopment of Bosnian Muslims, and for the survival 
and development of the present Yugoslav Republics. It 
is strange that, even nowadays, many view Bosnian 
Muslims in the same light as the politicians and poli¬ 
tics of a century ago. This, however, gives the wrong 
image of Bosnia. We must understand, you see, that for 
Bosnian Muslims there's no going back to the previous 
state. Listen to the people! Their self-awareness, poli¬ 
tics, culture, spirituality! And everything stems from 
the chance, the duty to coexist with the Serbs and 
Croats. Which is obviously a model for today and to¬ 
morrow's Europe. 

• What role does the setting up of the National Mus¬ 
lim Defence Council play in all this? 

What I said - no more, no less. Thousands of leading 
Bosnian Muslim intellectuals of various political ori¬ 
entations warned the Yugoslav and world public in Jan¬ 
uary this year (in the Resolution of Bosnian Muslim In- 
iellectuals) that a solution to the Yugoslav crisis isn't 
possible without recognizing the Muslims as an equal 
"nation" in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the latter as 


an ciiual aiul sovereign .Sonlh Slav state. Tliis tells any 
reasonable person that Bosnia's political, cultural and 
economic reality also has a Muslim dimension, without 
which it is doomed to failure, fliis Resolution has its 
superstructure in the decisions of Muslim MPs, politi¬ 
cians, intellectuals, scientists, businessmen, and so on. 
Unity amongst Bosnian Muslims today is much tighter, 
it appears, than many might have expected. 

• Cantonization has been widely discussed. What lies 
behind it? 

The local government system in Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina needs reforming. But no civilized contribution to 
local government reform can come from travesties 
such as power-bases created for nationalist armies to 
wreak destruction. Unfortunately, "cantonization", "re¬ 
gionalization" and "banatization" are poles apart from 
today's European models for regional rule. Our under¬ 
standing of local government is outdated and has little 
in common with European trends. 

Interviewer: 

F. Radoncic 



New age, 
old designs 

• Croatia's President Tudman has demanded negotia¬ 
tions on the division of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. What's your response? 

This idea is nothing new. Croat nationalistic ideology, 
like that of the Serbs, has always had expansionist de¬ 
signs against Bosnia and Herzegovina. The cultural 




»uul histcM'ical anatomy ot Bosnia and I Iciv.cgovina lias 
developed in the eoiirse of centuries. Those widi na¬ 
tionalist designs against Bosnia and Mcr/cgovina sec 
eultnral and religions pluralism as something weak and 
contemptible. But Bosnia and Herzegovina's pluralism 
is much sounder than nationalist politicians assume. In 
lact. It's a model for the world's future. So Tudman's 
statement only shows how outdated and dangerous his 
political viewpoint is. Outdated, because it was already 
rejected by the whole of Europe in the first half of this 
centur)/. Dangerous, because it implicitly calls for con¬ 
flict between the peoples of an ancient European coun¬ 
try called Bosnia and Herzegovina. The carve-up of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina would mean a hideous war! 

President Tudman's press advisor told our paper 
two days ago that a Muslim state would be the most 
Jealistic solution for Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
Muslims. Mario Nobilo has said that the Croat pro¬ 
posal includes a Muslim state, with Sarajevo as its 
capital, whose territoiy would be the size of the Re¬ 
public of Slovenia. Would such a state be economi¬ 
cally viable? 

Anyone who talks about a so-called Muslim state is a 
pretty unreliable guide to Bosnian Muslim interests. 
You wouldn't find a single Bosnian Muslim in his right 
mind who d accept this sort of offer. It would mean the 
destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Which, to all 
her Muslims, would be the greatest sin imaginable. The 
coexistence between Muslims, Serbs and Croats, 
which has developed over the centuries, is the Bosnian 
Muslims' most precious legacy, with Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as its sacred framework. The borders of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina are internationally recog¬ 
nized, and therefore inviolable. The gentlemen you 
mentioned are dreaming a dangerous and unreal 
dream, and if you want to know its future, look to the 
lessons of history. 

* President Izetbegovic is travelling to Libya, Iran 
and Turkey. Doesn't this show that your Republic, 
in its foreign politics, is acting as a Muslim state? 

No, it doesn't. The economy of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina is in a catastrophic condition. We are on the brink 
of disaster. Social unrest, hunger and permanent eco¬ 
nomic stagnation are a reality in our Republic. Presi¬ 
dent Izetbegovic is asking for financial and economic 
assistance throughout the world. Many European 
countries find Iran very attractive financially and eco¬ 
nomically, surely? The same can be said for Turkey. 


These countries invited Mr. Izetbegovic to visit th 
You didn't mention that he visited Austria as well. 

I'm sure you're aware that sensible diplomacy doesn't 
divide countries into Catholic, Protestant, Buddhist Is 
lamic, and so on. Sensible diplomacy divides countries 
into friendly and otherwise. As far as I know, Mr 
Izetbegovic will very soon be visiting the USA. I'm 
sure that he won't hesitate to visit anybody who is will- 
ing to help and who is willing to listen to the problems 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which lies at the heart of 
the Yugoslav enigma. 

• What would you do if there were a partition agree¬ 
ment? 

As I've already said, any intention to destroy Bosnia 
and Herzegovina today will result in a hideous war. We 
will do everything in our power to preserve peace and 
coexistence. Our key strength is our commitment to 
tolerance and democracy. Any break-up of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina would cause a massively complex confla¬ 
gration, whose flames could not be restricted to Bosn¬ 
ian or YugosDav territory alone. And so we have a pow- 
erfiiO ally - the willingness of today's Europe to pre¬ 
serve and encourage peaceful coexistence across the 
whole continent. The deepening Yugoslav crisis will 
make Europe's key players realize that Bosnia and 
Herzegovina must be preserved within its historical 
borders if they wish to preserve peace, because the 
essence of this land lies in making the best possible 
links between two worlds - two worlds typified by two 
opposing versions of Christianity, two political sys¬ 
tems, two mentalities, and so on. 

Are you asking for help to prevent such a deal? 

Yes, we are. The Bosnian Parliament has decided that 
the current situation has to have an international di¬ 
mension. I personally believe that any assistance from 
the European Community will help towards a peaceful 
solution of the crisis. The first step would be to realize 
that Bosnia and Herzegovina must be saved from being 
a battleground between opposing politics of national¬ 
ism and greed. Help is vital and urgent. 

• What kind of help are you looking for? 

Firstly, a declaration that Yugoslavia's internal borders 
are inviolable and are guaranteed by the international 
community. Secondly, that no political solution can be 
imposed by force on any of the six Yugoslav Re- 
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Hiblics. tliat luinian rights must he guaranteed 

In Yugoshw Republic. Any split 

lu'twcon Republics must be iieaceful and based on an 
j,ncniationally-unden\ rittcn agreement. 

, U'fluhi you w'ish Joi intcrnoiiotuil pcocckccpiiig 
foives on yottr territory? 

y\,iy decision on international peacekeeping forces in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina should be made in accordance 
with Republican law. If the Yugoslav Peoples' Army is 
not prepared to disaim all illegally-armed groups, then 
international forces will have to be called in. Otherwise 
Europe will be on the brink of a conflict with unthink¬ 
able consequences. You sec, people arc getting killed 
each day in many parts of Croatia. Must we just sit and 
wait for these tragic events to spread? 

• Will the Brioni Agreement be enough to resolve this 
crisis? 

The Brioni Agreement is of key importance in solving 
the Yugoslav crisis. But it's only the first step. The Eu¬ 
ropean Community has many more steps to take to 
reach a solution. Every nuance has to be carefully 
weighed if the steps are to be the right ones. 

• Does the European Community understand the 
scale of the crisis in Yugoslavia? 

I feel there are many aspects of this crisis that aren't 
yet understood. The importance of political borders is¬ 
n't stressed enough in the European Community decla¬ 
ration. Serb and Croat nationalist political meddling, 
masterminded from outside Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
is making matters significantly worse. There are prej¬ 
udices about Bosnian Muslims. These prejudices have 
been generated and spread by nationalist forces with 
designs of conquest as regards Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina. The Bosnian Muslims are an age-old European 
people, with a long cultural tradition. They have rich 
experience of living side by side with Christians of 
different Churches, as with Jews. Their role is that of 
key Western ambassadors to the Islamic world, and 
vice versa. 

• What will you do about the conflicts raging in the 
Krajina border regions and Eastern Herzegovina? 

All these conflicts are the work of extremists. Their in¬ 
tention is to provoke their own people and their neigh¬ 
bours. Their only real support comes from outside. 


They have no backing in tlie Republic. A proper solu¬ 
tion to the Yugoslav crisis would sweep away these ex¬ 
tremists. Fighting them might give nationalist political 
forces outside Bosnia and Herzegovina an excuse for 
further dangerous involvement in our country's internal 
affairs. Even so, Bosnia and Herzegovina is right now 
the most stable of the Yugoslav Republics, though it's 
under constant pressure from the outside. If the two na¬ 
tional-fundamentalist political forces, controlled from 
Zagreb and Belgrade, are suppressed, the grim trends 
we're seeing in Bosnia and Herzegovina will ease. If 
democracy and human rights become a reality in the 
two largest Yugoslav republics, Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina will become rich and prosperous. 

• If some of your territory is annexed by force, how 
will you resist? 

Any change in Bosnia and Herzegovina's borders will 
have unpredictable and horrendous consequences. We 
will regard the annexation of one square foot of our 
homeland as foreign occupation. And this we will nev¬ 
er accept. We will fight it for a year, a century - howev^ 
er long it takes. If Europe were to accept such an an¬ 
nexation, it would have to recognize that its dream of a 
European Community has no future. Remember; 
there's no freedom for humanity as long as one man is 
not free! 


Interviewer: 
S.O. Sorensen 
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We won't 
give up Bosnia 


For half a century Bosnian Muslims were the only 
people on the Old Continent without any cultural, 
religious or political autonomy. And all of sudden, 
would you believe it, their "friends" offer them an 
"Islamic state"... 

• As far as we know, there have been many recent 
contacts between key figures in the Party of Demo¬ 
cratic Action (SDA) and the Croat authorities. 
Have there been any misunderstandings or con¬ 
flicts? If so, what about? 

It was long assumed that the psychological and histori¬ 
cal bond between the Croats and the Bosnian Muslims 
would last indefinitely. Little was done to transform this 
closeness into a rational blueprint for future relation¬ 
ships. And now that our totalitarian utopia has collapsed 
and ethnic-based politics has entered the scene, some of 
the differences between the two peoples have become 
apparent. The changes which Bosnian Muslims have 
gone through in the course of their political and cultural 
development have remained invisible or unintelligible 
to many of those attached to the old style of relation¬ 
ship. Little was done to give the intellectual and politi¬ 
cal leaders of the two peoples a deeper understanding of 
the aim and purpose of each others' messages. 


Bosnia is a patchwork of imperceptible shades, and i 
can easily see why many find it puzzling and surprising 
Modem politics yearns for simplified patterns. This 
blindness to Bosnia's nuances is best seen in terms of the 
politicization of modem Croat society. Even all those ig. 
norant old fallacies about Islam and the Muslims, hand¬ 
ed down from European barrack-rooms where soldiers 
and officers were trained for crusades in the name of 
the cross and a dollar", are by no means rare. 


• Recent rumour has it that the Muslims have decided 
fQ give the unreliable Croats the cold shoulder and 
seek their best interests in an agreement with the 
Serbs. 

It's hardly surprising that unscrupulous politicians see 
political profit to be made from these talks, which are 
trying to lay a foundation for Bosnian-Muslim and 
Croat relations away from the public eye. The Bosnian 
Muslims have an advantage in that their politics isn't 
weighed down by old, outdated patterns. Besides, it 
has a legacy of openness and adaptability. This, as you 
see, has enabled it to stage a come-back after what 
amounted to a death sentence. Its principles - if stated 
clearly and decisively - can embarrass opponents and 
partners alike into seeking a new South Slav accord. 
And they, in their confusion, all too often grasp at un¬ 
derhand tactics. Zagreb and Belgrade search amongst 
the unauthorised and unrecognised champions of the 
Bosnian Muslim cause for unscrupulous stooges to 
nominate as straw men to further their interests and de¬ 
signs. Men who don't even count for anything in their 
own homes. And now the Muslims, confronted with 
these policies, are called turncoats on the basis of un¬ 
derhand propaganda from the same wheeler-dealers 
and mock intellectuals who were yesterday's sought- 
after advisors and supporters. 


There was no meeting of minds, and the inevitable fall¬ 
out conflicted, in the eyes of Bosnian Muslims, with 
their political needs and even their very existence in 
the region. This meant we had to scrutinise everything 
that might give rise to such feelings. Discussions were 
held during three official meetings between representa¬ 
tives of the Party of Democratic Action and the Croat 
Democratic Community party (HDZ). The important 
thing is that discussions have started, and that talks are, 
as ever, a precondition for agreement. 


Might it be said that officials in Zagreb are not ful¬ 
ly aufait with the specifics of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, the history and political climate of the region? 


• The MBO leader, Adil Zulflkarpasic, is known to 
have had meetings with Vuk Draskovic and Slobo¬ 
dan Milosevic. What's your view on this? 

All I can feel is pity at an old man's cravings for the 
trappings of historical status. Those who want him to 
play the destroyer of Bosnian Muslim politics know 
he's their ideal man. But they don't know, it seems, that 
in so doing they also show how shallow and hopeless 
their dreams are. Let’s face it, Zulflkarpasic and Mi¬ 
losevic have nothing new to say! 

• What your answer implies is that Zulflkarpasic - os 
some commentators have said - was not sent on a 





Muslim scouting mission in agreement with Serb 
politicians. 

Party of Democratic Action has the support of the ma¬ 
jority of Bosnian Muslims today. It has a clearly de¬ 
fined stance regarding the baseline for talks with the 
Serbs and Croats. Other political power-bases feel the 
need for different principles, and seem to be in a big 
hurry to promote them. Do you really think Democrat¬ 
ic Action, with such a debt of trust to the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim people, would allow itself this sort of silliness? 

• Besides the claim that a conflict in this region 
would set Europe on fire", are there any legal or 
governmental mechanisms which the Muslims can 
use to prevent a Serb-Croat agreement on the ulti¬ 
mate partition of Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

Have those who dream of such evils really learnt noth¬ 
ing from history? Do they really think it's possible to 
make a better border between the Orthodox and 
Catholic worlds than the one formed in the fertile arch¬ 
ipelago of Bosnia's history? Do they really think that 
they can bring more benefit to their peoples and their 
cultures than the Bosnian model has offered them 
down the centuries? It'll take more force than theirs, 
I'm certain, to knock Bosnia out of balance. And it's 
short-sighted to see force in terms of arms alone. 
Among the sponsors of today's lunacy I don't see any¬ 
one with the common sense, skill and stamina to con¬ 
trol the forces they have unleashed. Bosnia is steadfast 
enough to stand up to these forces, though I don't deny 
there might be blood, sweat and pain. 

• Ideas are being floated, and even being taken seri¬ 
ously, about the possibility of an Islamic state as a 
buffer-zone between the Serbs and Croats. Is there 
a chance that Muslim political leaders would allow 
their people live in a sort of religious reservation? 

These wicked notions are being invented and spread by 
those who refuse to accept the basic principles of mod¬ 
em Bosnian Muslim politics, which I've already men¬ 
tioned. They're the ones who only yesterday were call¬ 
ing themselves the defenders of Europe against the so- 
called Islamic peril. The ones who kept their mouths 
shut whilst Bosnian Muslims were more downtrodden 
than any other European people have been. For half a 
century Bosnian Muslims were the only people on the 
Old Continent without any cultural, religious or politi¬ 
cal autonomy. And all of sudden, would you believe it, 
their "friends" offer them an "Islamic state". Whereas 


really these high-minded con-men are trying in their 
clumsy way to enlist Europe's prejudices against Islam, 
unaware they're long past their sell-by date. In offering 
the Muslims an "Islamic state" instead of the undivided 
sovereign state of Bosnia, they're clumsily appealing 
for Europe's support in their lust to carve up the Bosn¬ 
ian state. The veiy idea is un-Islamic and aims to harm 
the Bosnian Muslims. The supporters of this evil, how¬ 
ever, follow "the path of those who are lost and on 
whom God will vent His anger and wrath". 

Interviewer: 

F. Radoncic 



Halting the chaos 
before it's 
too late* 

• In Bosnia and Herzegovina the decision-making 
process at Presidential, Government, and Parlia- 
rnentary level has been blocked for quite a time. Mr. 
iepinic has claimed there is already a certain eth^ 
nic split between Interior-Ministry officials. Is there 
any way to overcome this, and is there enough time 
given the sudden deterioration in the situation? 

This is a time of great charige. What we're seeing right 
now can t be understood within the narrow framework 
of nationalist politics. For a long time the Yugoslav 
mosaic was subjected to the pressure of an utopian ex¬ 
periment. When the mechanism of oppression eventu¬ 
ally ran down, the suppressed energies were released 
and everyone in the mosaic tried to anchor themselves 
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to olil or uow-lbiind aspirations, litlinic-bascd agendas 
for all the South Slav peoples e.xploded onto the seene. 
Of these, the Serb anil Croat prograninies have had the 
most fallout, to be sure, though we imistn't disregard 
the others. Two poles ofnationaOisl politics were estab¬ 
lished, which we luighl symbolically call Zagreb and 
Ik'lgrade. They are the shapers and catalysts of the Yu¬ 
goslav crisis, and they've certainly had their effect on 
Bosnia. This polarization is reflected in the working of 
our constitutional bodies, but I don't think it's correct to 
say that the administration is blocked. What we do 
have is a hunger for ethnic self-expression, which has 
been demonized for years. This is why the present state 
of affairs is an understandable and natural prelude to 
the historic sea-change I've just mentioned. 

• Relationships between the coalition parties are 
growing tenser by the day. Yet Democratic Action 
has embarked on talks with the Serb Democrat 
Party. How are negotiations progressing? 

It's perfectly understandable that the principles and 
contents of the Serb Democrat agenda in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina should be inseparably linked to a wider 
Serb national agenda. But this makes for an essential 
difference between the Serb agenda and Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim national politics. The former has Yugoslavia as its 
baseline, and the latter Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
relationship between these two programmes and their 
supporters directly affects the situation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and in Yugoslavia. It's a lasting duty for 
everyone involved in Muslim and Serb politics to keep 
talking. Both similarities and differences should be 
clearly defined, and, in an atmosphere of mutual re¬ 
spect, solutions should be sought that are acceptable to 
both sides. And we also need to avoid conflict and im¬ 
posing our own views and solutions on each other. On 
this we're agreed. There are plenty of misunderstand¬ 
ings and differences, but there's also a readiness to dis¬ 
cuss them calmly and openly. We often have different 
goals, but we agree we should reach them not only in¬ 
dividually, but also jointly and in parallel. 

• There are obvious links between the Serb Democra¬ 
tic Party and Belgrade, and between the Croatian 
Democrats and Zagreb. What is the position of De¬ 
mocratic Action, and will it be forced to abandon its 
"strategy of equidistance"? 

For centuries Bosnia and Herzegovina, of course, has 
been a mediator between the two great religious tradi¬ 
tions. Islam and the Muslims in Bosnia have been open 


for centuries to Orthodoxy iind Catholicism, whilst still 
being able to judge them both in terms of their own 
spirituality, which sees itself as the over-arching tradi- 
tiou. So the Muslim stance of "equidistance" has deep 
roots, and it's understandable that Bosnian Muslim po|. 
itics should have the same orientation. Which means 
in essence, that it is con.stantly striving for peace and 
balance. Disrupting this relationship would, 1 believe 
lead to the destruction of Bosnia's unity in diversity. 
And this very unity, we feel, is our advantage, and 
gives us a forward-looking attitude to the changing 
pattern of relationships in the world. 

• How do you feel about the internationalization of the 
Yugoslav crisis? Mr. Izetbegovic has already demand¬ 
ed international observers for Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina. What are the chances of this happening? 

The Yugoslav crisis has already been significantly in¬ 
ternationalized. I believe this sort of crisis can no 
longer remain enclosed in a narrow national or geo¬ 
graphic framework. We need the presence of world 
heavyweights, seeing as we're too small for big under¬ 
takings, but still big enough to cause problems to the 
unbridled aspirations of those who are much bigger 
than us. Feelings and passions, nationalist myths and 
agendas are clouding our ability to look at ourselves in 
a sober and rational light. Hatred and intransigence are 
on the increase. Involving the world's public and keep¬ 
ers of world order can help to bring us out of the dark¬ 
ness. As for Bosnia and Herzegovina, I see it as the key 
to solving the Yugoslav crisis. Any mistake here could 
accelerate and even worsen the whole crisis. However, 
a sensible attitude could form the basis for new and 
better relationships between the South Slav and Balkan 
peoples. The ethnic, cultural and religious map of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is made up of layers slowly 
laid down through history. Naive and simplistic views 
of Bosnia's complexity have led us to consider the pos¬ 
sibility of a simplistic break-up. However, a deeper un¬ 
derstanding will tell you that any attempt to break up 
Bosnia and Herzegovina will result in chaos, with un¬ 
foreseeable consequences. This must be made known 
to all the cultural, scientific and political leaders of the 
modem world. International forces - whether to ob¬ 
serve or to stand between the two sides - would be wel¬ 
come. They would help to ensure Bosnia's neutrality in 
armed conflicts - which is vital if a catastrophic explo¬ 
sion in the Balkans is to be prevented. 

• What is your assessment of the intended scops of 
the Peace Conference in the Hague? What is yo^^ 




position rcpon/inp Koljcvic and Plavsic's letter to 
Lord Carrin^iton? 

Sonic of our nationalist political niovenicnts arc based 
on utterly outdated principles. To continue with them 
gives rise to countless misunderstandings and con¬ 
flicts. both political and military. If these principles 
have a future, Europe and the world wall beeome a dif¬ 
ferent place than most Europeans would wish. This is 
why the international community must not be indiffer¬ 
ent to the violation of human rights and the violent pur¬ 
suit of political goals. The murderous consequences of 
such politics must be prevented at al5 costs. The Hague 
Conference will help us realize that present relation¬ 
ships in Yugoslavia are outdated and that new ones need 
to be established. The letter you mention shows the dif¬ 
ferences between our visions of the present state of af- 
fairs and the disparity between the goals we believe in. 
These differences must be faced and reconciled. 

• The rallies and counter-rallies of Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian mothers have tended to add more oil than 
water to the flames. Were no other peace initiatives 
possible? 

There is an obvious split as to what role the Yugoslav 
Peoples' Army should be playing. Among certain sec¬ 
tors of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian population, the Army 
is fast losing the reputation it once had. Few accept this 
fact without sadness. But it seems that the command 
stmeture of the Yugoslav peoples' Army cannot or will 
not accept the new political reality. These higher eche¬ 
lons must be approached in good faith, and calm and 
lasting discussions must tackle the causes of the pre¬ 
sent events in and concerning the Army. Such a dia¬ 
logue is vital, and still possible. If we postpone it, I fear 
we may be too late. 


Defending 
the harmony 
of holy traditions 

• iVliat is being done, if anything, to make the psy¬ 
chological and historical fellow-feelings between 
Croats and Muslims more effective? There have 
been misunderstandings at the political level. What 
are the reasons? 

I'm not sure that anyone has been systematically work¬ 
ing to preserve and strengthen these feelings. In Croat¬ 
ia, it has been taken for granted, but nobody - I mean 
nobody at an official level - can accept that an alliance 
and feelings can change, that history forces us to see 
the future in terms of established patterns. Has any¬ 
body, for example, compared Croat and Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim goals? How far do they agree and how far do they 
differ? Here’s one possible set of principles underlying 
the Bosnian Muslim agenda: 

1. The Bosnian Muslims are a people in their own 
right. 

2. The Bosnian Muslims are an ancient European 
people. 


Interviewer: 
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Tfth interview was repeatedly requested; once given, however, 
ks publication was vetoed by the Editors. 



3. A sovereign and undivided Bosnia and Herzegovina 
is a precondition for the survival and growth of 
Bosnian Muslims. 

4. Bosnian Muslim polities is to be defined and led by 
the Bosnian Muslims themselves. 

5. klam is the first of many factors forming the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims identity. 

6. Bosnian Muslims are for a community of South 
Slav states based on the wishes of eveiy people and 
every Republic. 
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If \vc were to compare these principles with the aims 
and scope of Croat politics, we would find many simi¬ 
larities and many differences. Moreover, we would 
find many examples of ignorance. And this, I'm cer¬ 
tain, is a rich source of misunderstandings harmful to 
both sides. What is lacking is an analytical approach to 
our relationship and our individual and common goals. 
It's no use if our only link is that we're both threatened 
by Greater Serb imperialism. 

• fV/ien speaking about the official Zagreb line you 
once said: "Ignorant old fallacies about Islam and 
the Muslims, handed down from European barrack- 
rooms where soldiers and officers were trained for 
crusades 'in the name of the cross and a dollar, are 
by no means rare. "Is there anything that you would 
like to add. now that war is threatening Herceg- 
Bosna too? 

Bosnian Muslim intellectuals see the statements about 
Croatia being once again "the bulwark of Europe 
against Islam" as vicious and incoherent. The rise of 
adherence to Islam, which lies at the heart of the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslim identity, is a European phenomenon. If you 
want to know some contemporary Islamic thinkers, 
there's no avoiding names such as R. Guenon, T. Bur- 
ckhardt, F. Schuon and many more - all European Mus¬ 
lims, bom in Europe. Let's face it, such statements de¬ 
ny any role for Bosnian Muslims! We're all worried by 
the stubborn refusal to accept that different religious 
traditions all derive from one source and lead to one 
source. Today, more than ever before, we need to 
recognise Muslims' openness to others whilst preserv¬ 
ing their own identity. Furthermore, we need to define 
the common ground between our goals and issue a 
joint political declaration on that basis. But first of all, 
we need to give up these dangerous and muddled 
dreams about the division of Bosnia. This works in the 
direct interest of Greater Serb empire-building and 
against the long-term interests of both Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims and Croats. 

• We would be grateful if you could tell Slobodna 
Dalmacija's readers about your c.v. as a writer, a 
scientist and a politician. 

I have spent most of my time and energy studying the 
world's religious traditions. Unity in diversity is the 
outcome and the goal of my intellectual and spiritual 
interests. This is certainly linked to my preoccupation 
with the historical role of Bosnia. All my interests have 
been concerned with deciphering multiple dualities. 


ebbs and Hows, Ihc clcrnally-rcpcating cycle I've ex¬ 
plored knowledge's false "self-sufUciency from the 
inside like someone charting the spread of an electro¬ 
magnetic wave through a .set of multi-conductors. The 
experience I've gained in my journey has been pub¬ 
lished in some seventy academic papers and books. 
The teeming luxuriance of life and spirituality, which 
reflects the light of mystery like the moon reflects the 
sun, could -1 thought - find its best expression in the 
art of speech "beneath the palate, in a stream of air and 
motion of the tongue". The mystery of Oneness and the 
world's myriad symbols are analyzed in my prose 
books Three of them have been published and many 
more begun. I was asked to enter politics because I was 
seen as knowing something about the Bosnian siUia- 
tion and Europe's intentions. At a confused and diffi¬ 
cult time I embarked on a path through a labyrinth of 
insecurity, doubt and uncertainty. I turned my back on 
European universities and abandoned my musings 
about constellations of sacred galaxies. God only 
knows whether what I build will gain substance from 
this world's reality, or if it will remain no more than a 
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• In your opinion, what will be the future relationship 
between Dalmatia and Bosnia, which has been 
more or less successful through the centuries? 

Ten years ago, when I was in Tunisia, beside the grave 
of Sidi Mahrasi, the famous Sufi, I talked about our 
coastline to a friend of mine. I told him it is both the 
midday and midnight of the Mediterranean's clock. 
Dalmatia's towns and cities are not only in tune with 
the Bosnian soul because they are inseparable from the 
entire history of Bosnia. They are familiar to us be¬ 
cause we can recognise that hidden Mediterranean har¬ 
mony of opposites, between horizontal and vertical, 
earthly and heavenly, temporal and eternal. In Dalma¬ 
tia's harmony between land and sea, Bosnia sees a 
symbolic extension of its own harmony between the 
holy traditions of Islam and Christianity. And nothing 
happens on Dalmatia's shore that is not reflected in 
Bosnia's soil. And vice versa. The invisible and almost 
non-existent border between Bosnia and Dalmatia 
must never be meddled with, precisely because it is no 
barrier to their mutual osmosis. Abstract simplification 
and spiritual shallowness, when faced with the density 
and darkness of history, can produce a dangerous de¬ 
sire for the violent unification of what is essentially 
one, for the separation of what in itself is separate. Let 
us allow things and events to speak from their own in¬ 
ner selves. They know, by themselves. Let us lower a 
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ladder of spirituality for this wealth of forms, colours 
and scents to climb. 

. With regard to so-called "Bosniak model", what is 
your opinion about the "political axis"proposed by 
Zuljikarpasic and Filipovic? 

It’s perfectly understandable why some members of the 
Muslim community should have expressed their un= 
willingness and inability to realize and accept the wish 
of a people, as a nation in their own right, to call itself 
"Muslim". The root of the name is the same as in the 
concepts of salaam and Islam, whose completeness, as 
many scholars have shown, encompasses all preceding 
tradition. If these concepts are reduced merely to the 
political relationship between Islam and Christianity, 
then we have difficulty in understanding both. If, how¬ 
ever, we look to the Bosnian Muslim commuriity's 
deeper intuitive preference, we find that it reflects a 
miraculous trust in the "middle way", which is possible 
only through submission to balance and peace. This is 
the reason why the people insisted on calling them¬ 
selves Muslims first and foremost, with all else in sec¬ 
ond place. Bosnianism by itself cannot act as a basis or 
a support for Bosnian Muslim politics, though this 
should in no way be seen as denying the crucial linkage 
of the Bosnian Muslims to Bosnia and her history. 
They are two sides of the same coin. I've written a 
study about this, that has gone through three printings. 
Titled "Bosnians and/or Muslims?", it was last pub¬ 
lished in the book Muslims and Bosnjastvo (Sarajevo, 
1991). Both Zulfikarpasic and Filipovic are of very mi¬ 
nor significance for the national and political develop¬ 
ment of the Bosnian Muslims. Their work is plain to 
see, and people do not accept it. "And God knows what 
you keep secret and what you publish." 

Sometime around midnight on October 15 th, 
Radovan Karadzic said: "If this Parliament, votes 
against the wishes of the Serb people for the sover¬ 
eignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina, then the Muslim 
people may disappear". It is believed that it was the 
key sentence - in other words, without this state¬ 
ment sovereignty would not have been voted for. 

The sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as con¬ 
firmed by the decision of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian 
Parliament, did not depend at all on what Karadzic 
^id. Karadzic had been trying for months to put 
osnia and Herzegovina into an inferior position rela- 
five to Serbia and turn it into a Republic whose fate 
Would depend on Serbia and the whim of Serb politics. 


He seemed to be successful in this because Bosnian 
Muslims and Croats patiently agreed to discuss the 
possibility of a "common solution". This patience 
might have been seen as hesitancy and lack of courage. 
However, this was not the case. Time has proved that 
Karadzic's intentions were a reflection of a political 
agenda that sees Yugoslavia as an instrument for the 
achievement of unilateral goals. However, this was the 
worst possible road to the destruction of Yugoslavia. 
Faced with a firmly decisive Parliamentary majority, 
Karadzic, as you may have noticed, flew into a rage. In 
his rage he blurted out what he had concealed in his for¬ 
mer oratorical performances. He linked a single deci¬ 
sion to the direst possible threat. The relationship sud¬ 
denly became obvious between the policy that sparked 
off this threat and the horrific genocide perpetrated by 
Karadzic's compatriots in the past! (Over the last hun¬ 
dred years, Bosnian Muslims have been exposed to the 
worst genocide that Europe has ever witnessed.) When 
the causes and prophecies of the genocide that (God 
forbid!) we are to experience are listed, no judge or 
historian will dare ignore Karadzic's outburst. 

• You have had little exposoure in the public eye. This 
appears to contradict the principle that ex-dissi= 
dents shout louder than others. 

This recalls Jesus's words to the Apostles - if you knew, 
you would fall into a swoon. To me the world - both as 
a whole and in all its details - seems so serious that ob¬ 
serving and taking part in it requires such devotion that 
one must constantly repeat to oneself: "It is enough ig¬ 
norance for a man not to know himself." I try to do my 
job so that Its effects are greater than the words that ac¬ 
company them. If I was to speak to the public, I would 
like It to be through books honed and polished in seclu¬ 
sion - for which I have less and less time. 

• How, from your present viewpoint, doyouseeyour 
experience of the "Islamic Declaration"? 

Only the blinkered ignorance and arrogance of a totali¬ 
tarian system could have read into this paper all the 
messages which were fed to the public. I personally 
had read many texts of a similar nature, but kept quiet 
about them, aware that at the time we were a long way 
iTom understanding the right to diversity. 

Even then you took President Izetbegovic's side. You 
were hounded... Your passport was taken away... 

Antitheism, totalitarianism, pseudo-democracy, and so 
on united all those who felt that this sort of thing 






sluniUi be o|ipose(l. Which resitllccl in vnrioiis misiin- 
derstaiulings witli (he "niiiul niul Innly" nrthe stale. 

)oii (lie .seen, iu)l withoiii eau.'se, (/.v the ideolo^i.sl of 
Deiiux'roiie Aetion, Do you a/j/;roi’c of evevvlhing 
about it.\' pre.seiu poliiieal line? 

Certainly not! But it's a democratic party. It unites dif- 
lerent political views of society. Some are the last rem¬ 
nants of the totalitarian heritage under a different 
name, others are the utopian visions of dreamers, and 
others encourage a blinkered outlook... So it’s vital to 
keep carefully defending and re-examining one's view 
that the best is what stems from the widest possible al¬ 
liance of different ideas and suggestions. 

)ou are in charge of education, science and cul¬ 
ture... What is uppermost at the moment? Religious 
instruction perhaps? 

The most important thing, I feel, is to encourage the 
principle of Bosnia and Herzegovina's "active non-in¬ 
volvement" in the present war. But this implies deci¬ 
sive moral condemnation of violence against people 
and property, whilst doing all in our power to prevent 
war being brought to Bosnia and Herzegovina. Both 
are almost impossible. There is no agreement between 
observers and participants about the violence that is 
before us. Involvement in war is being dictated to us by 
force. If acts can be defined by the intentions of their 
actors, you must know that our intention is to serve 
peace and harmony between the three great religious 
traditions. The greed and stupidity of today's warlords 
are an obstacle to any change in patterns of education, 
science and culture, which are saturated in the ideolog¬ 
ical one-sidedness of the administration we've inherit¬ 
ed. Religious culture should, it's true, be given an ap¬ 
propriate role in society as a whole, as it is inseparable 
from the fulfilment of the life of the community and 
the individual. 


Interviewer: 
S. Larger 



Saving 
the State 

• Mr. Mahmutcehajic, as a government official you 
spent some time with "unruly" reservists from 
Montenegro and Serbia temporarily resident in 
the central part of Herzegovina. What were your 
impressions? 

Extremely unpleasant ones. They are, quite literally, a 
gang of louts. Of those I met, there was only one ex¬ 
ception - a certain Captain Radoman who talked with 
me and struck me as a decent and civilized person. 
Everything else I saw, to the very last detail, was 
dreadful. 

But my impressions don't matter. What matters is that 
the people we met in the villages there, in Jasenice, Ro- 
doc, Gnojnice, Blagaj, all reacted in the same way, re¬ 
gardless of ethnic background. They see the reservists 
as an occupying force, both in their presence and their 
behaviour. No ordinary one either, because you can al¬ 
so be occupied by a civilized regular army. This army, 
however, reminds the people, with good reason, of the 
worst period and the darkest figures in our history. We 
mustn't forget that Montenegrin Chetniks had spread 
terror in these areas for a long time, as far back as the 
days of the komitehs. It continued between the Wars, 
reaching its bloodiest escalation in World War II. Noto¬ 
rious criminals like Majo Vujovic, who destroyed 
whole villages and put whole families into mourning, 
used to operate in this area. Events which have terrible 
associations for these Croats and Muslims. In the past 
hundred years Serb racists have burned down dozens 
of mosques. I myself can name at least thirty that once 
existed there. They've desecrated and levelled hun¬ 
dreds of Muslim graveyards, and now, all of sudden, 
along comes some bullying, bearded and dishevelled 
army, like a throwback from a dark past. 

I am not telling you all this from what we've seen on 
TV or read in the papers. I myself have heard the re¬ 
servists bullying and bawling: "This is Serbia! Bosnia 
is ours!" and things like that. 




. iun\' did they treat you? 

They swore at us, pointed tlicir guns at us, threatened 
us. 1 could give you plenty more examples, but I'm not 
sure if it's fair to list such minor complaints compared 
to the fact that people are lleeing for their Jives at the 
sight of these reservists, their property is being de¬ 
stroyed, bullets fired over their heads... Let's face it - 
we got otY lightly. 

t And you talked to some generals there? 

Yes -1 talked to General Cokic, Colonel Krstic, and 
Lieutenant-Colonels Boric and Stojanovic. It was one 
of the most unpleasant conversations I've bad in my 
life. I told the General I wasn't mentioning reports 
about his army that had reached the Government of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina from various sources. I re¬ 
stricted myself to what I'd seen with my own eyes and 
experienced myself. I told him that the people saw his 
army in a very bad light, and that the Army as a whole 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina risked being identified 
with these ruffians. I also mentioned that the reservists 
were brought in after the Igalo declaration and General 
Kadijevic's assurance that there would be no troop 
movements. Yet sent in they were, and to a place where 
there were no conflicts whatsoever, but which was the 
ideal spot for conflict to be instigated from the outside. 
And 1 also clearly told General Cokic that the arrival of 
these Montenegrin and Serb reservists clearly coincid¬ 
ed with the proclamation of the so-called Serbian Au¬ 
tonomous Province of Herzegovina, that it was curious 
that they had stationed their units outside the borders 
of that phantom region, and that the people saw their 
military action as an attempt to extend its borders. I 
mentioned to the General that the Muslims and Croats 
would never accept this, and that time would only 
deepen the antagonism between the reservists and the 
population, even the local Serbs. I told him there was 
shooting every night, that his soldiers were swaggering 
and roistering round like no army worthy of the name, 
and that there might easily be conflict, adding that the 
political consequences would be catastrophic for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Finally I said that nobody 
had contacted the Government of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina about the amval of these reservists. 

General Jevrem Cokic replied that this was Yugoslav 
territory and that the JNA recognized no other borders 
where the movement of its troops was concerned. I 
then quoted the Federal Constitution, that laid down 
six Republics with clearly-defined borders. This Con- 


stilulion dclined the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina w'itbin its historical and internationally-recognized 
borders, and that anyone who denied these borders was 
denying the highest legal statute in the land. 1 told the 
General: "You'je denying the authority of my country, 
and this is completely unacceptable to me. Although I'd 
come to this meeting with the well-meaning assump¬ 
tion that we were one, 1 now see that were actually on 
two opposing sides. My side is the state of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, its peoples and citizens." 

Then, of course, Jevrem Cokic tried softening his 
stance, whilst repeating that when an army moved 
somewhere, it asked no-one for permission. I told it 
should, because when a state has no control over its 
army, we all know what follows. No government, it 
seems. Republican or Federal - not even the Federal 
Presidency - has authority over this army. "And if you 
don't observe the borders", I told the General, "you're 
directly supporting Greater Serb expansionism, be* 
cause non-observance of borders is its basic principle". 
Then, of course, he claimed he was doing nothing of 
the kind, and carried on with his military doublespeak. 

The result of our conversation was that the following 
night there was even fiercer shooting and rampaging in 
the villages where Muslims and Croats live. 

• Do you think this "spontaneous" barbarism was or¬ 
dered by the General Staff? 

That's a difficult question. The fact is, however, that 
there are people at all levels of the Army hierarchy who 
identify totally with Greater Serbia designs on Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Ante Markovic has told you this too. 
Our Government knows about it and we are doing 
everything in our power to avoid its effects. 

Yet the arrival of the reservists from Montenegro and 
Serbia could also be seen in another light. Let's say 
that, as the Army's authority is either disputed or at¬ 
tacked throughout Yugoslavia, and everywhere - ex¬ 
cept of course in Croatia - it's behaving according to 
certain rules, they may have sent in the "reservists" 
from Belgrade to show us that there are other ways of 
settling things. That an Army doesn't always have to 
behave like an army. I myself tend to favour this ex¬ 
planation. 

This has also been suggested to me by people who 
have nothing against the JNA as such, but think that 
this rabble isn't the Army at all. It may be a ploy by the 



JNA to raise alVectioii aiiuaigst tlie peciple by sliowiiig 
its other I'aee. 

Hilt there are also other possibilities, other explana¬ 
tions. 

It s obvious that any military occupation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is a declaration of war. What do 
you think? Can war be avoided? 

Although a political party, hand in glove with certain 
power-centres within the Army, is doing everything in 
its power to occupy our Republic, I am deeply con¬ 
vinced that this will not be possible. Even if they occu¬ 
py us, it cannot last for long. 

The JNA refuses to recognize or communicate with 
the Minister of Defense, Jerko Doko, but it has ex¬ 
cellent relationships with his Deputy, Hazim Be- 
govic, who continually denounces the Minister and 
even the Bosnia-Herzegovinian Government. How 
can the Republic be defended when this key Min- 
istiy is divided amongst itself? 

Relationships within the Ministry are a consequence of 
relationships in society as a whole. Anyway, the Gov¬ 
ernment itself is not organized as well as it might be, 
which could be a reason for conflicts within the Gov¬ 
ernment or certain of its sectors. 

The JNA bears special resentment towards Mr. Doko, 
which is perhaps understandable, given their desire to 
abolish all autonomy of the Republic in defence mat¬ 
ters. The Minister is an obstacle to these plans. 

Mr. Begovic's public statements are at odds with his of¬ 
ficial role. They are very ill-considered, and I've con¬ 
veyed my opinion on this issue to the Prime Minister 
and the President. 

• Can such a model of government save Bosnia and 
Herzegovina? 

So far we've saved the peace. I'm sure we'll be equally 
successful in saving the state. 

Interviewer: 

M. Jergovic 
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Land of diversity 
and peace 

We talked to Professor Rusmir Mahmutcehajic, 
Deputy Prime-Minister of the Government of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, about the current situa¬ 
tion in the Republic, the Government, and debates 
about cabinet re-shuffles and politicians unable to 
see beyond their own self-interest and greed. We 
spoke about the Yugoslav Army as Yugoslavia's sev¬ 
enth Republic, about the historical cross-roads at 
which Bosnian Muslims now find themselves, and 
about the need for agreement and coexistence 
across Bosnia and the entire Balkans... 

• The present Bosnia-Herzegovinian Government's 
mandate is now ten months old. It began with extras 
ordinary optimism and enthusiasm. It followed the 
first legitimate multi-party elections. In your view, 
how much has been achieved, and what has formed 
an obstacle to the authority and effectiveness of the 
Republic's government? 

It's worth mentioning that the appointment of the pre¬ 
sent government coincides with the birth of a totally 
new social system. After the communist system had 
lost all credibility, communist rule began to crumble 
across its whole territory, from the line that divided 
Germany to the Soviet Pacific coast. What is happen¬ 
ing here is only one link in this world-wide chain of 
change. After five decades of totalitarianism, people 
were overjoyed to see a space open up for human 
rights, for religious and ethnic freedoms, for individual 
and joint enterprise. Many never considered, or even 
realised, that this was only the beginning of a long-last¬ 
ing and difficult process of growth. The enthusiastic 
supporters of the hastily set-up political parties had 
soon exhausted their rhetoric, which was well-suited to 
political rallies, but hopelessly ineffective when faced 
with the depth and complexity of a complete overhaul 
of the state and political system. It's not possible to cre¬ 
ate more effective state and political structures without 
a continual process of change amongst those who man 
these structures. These are the sticking points, at least 
in my view. There must be continual renewal and 
change throughout the system, based on a policy of 
promoting the able and dropping the incompetent. 




The whole system is due for a fundamental overhaul. 
This must be based on the principle that the time and 
conditions are ciying out for people of talent and energy. 
The Government has mn out of options. Of course, I'm 
not denying that it has had some skill and success. But 
the worst scenario of all is that the system's most jaded 
individuals should be in charge of its restructuring. 

. Some mwisters have been talking of a need to reor¬ 
ganise the Govei nnient. How far is the Government 
itself - and individual Ministries or party/ethnic 
factions - involved in this? How much pandering is 
there to social discontent amongst the masses, 
which is becoming increasingly obvious? Or, to put 
it more bluntly: has the opposition already started 
recruiting members of the Government? 

Power is the worst of all vices. This has been clear to 
me for a long time. But in the past few months I have 
been able to see with my own eyes the signs of this 
vice in people's behaviour. Once certain individuals 
had gained positions of authority, they declared them¬ 
selves powerless to tackle any practical task, and that 
juggling empty speeches was no use either. So they 
made common cause with those who support one an¬ 
other in circumventing the goals of any self-respecting 
government. Staying in power becomes their first and 
only goal. They blame "the government" for their own 
incompetence, as if they were not part of it themselves. 
Blaming eveiyone aroimd them, they're actually blam¬ 
ing themselves without realising it. They are like a 
snake that has crept into a cage and, having swallowed 
its prey, can't get out again. They blame the cage, 
though their own greed was responsible. Any restruc¬ 
turing of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
should of course be discussed - on the basis of a thor¬ 
ough-going review of all that the Government has 
done, all it should have done, and all that prevented it 
achieving the goals it set out to achieve. All those in 
the Government who make arrogant judgements based 
on their own impression of what has been done, going 
on to dictate solutions and methods, only reveal their 
own anxiety at their own incompetence. And they pan¬ 
der to anyone who shares their lust for power. 

• How far are you, as a Deputy Premier, satisfied 
"with the overall achievements of the Government, 
and what kind of reconstruction is needed? 

To ascribe the causes of a very complex social problem 
to the Government alone would be a gross over-simpli¬ 
fication. As I have said, adapting or transforming the 


pattern demands the continual renewal of the Govern¬ 
ment and all other state institutions. The present Gov¬ 
ernment was given its mandate during the disintegra¬ 
tion of Yugoslavia's economic, financial and cultural 
system. The system was under various unnatural 
strains, expressed especially in the unnatural suppres¬ 
sion of human rights, religious and ethnic freedoms, 
and individual and collective creativity. The first re¬ 
lease of pressure led to all sorts of excesses, the results 
of which are present all round us today. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances the Government had relatively little room 
for manoeuvre. Nevertheless, much more could have 
been done, even within such hmitations. Goals need to 
be formulated decisively and clearly, the real problems 
faced by most citizens need to be tackled, and blink¬ 
ered, petty-minded views and cliques confronted. The 
politics of conciliation is only a virtue, only makes 
sense if it reduces or cancels the impact of evil, and 
supports and encourages what is good. Could our con¬ 
ciliatory approach perhaps have made it easier for the 
forces of evil to get on with their aim of dismembering 
the living body of Bosnia? 

• Only warmongers and murderers can be happy with 
the current situation in every sector of Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian and Yugoslav life. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina itself has been dragged into the war. 
At least along the fringes. How far is the Govern¬ 
ment able to prevent all-out war, what are the min¬ 
isters and ministries doing in this respect - and 
what about the opposition? 

The Yugoslav crisis is manufactured and driven by two 
centres of nationalist politics. One is in Belgrade, the 
other in Zagreb. The political, economic and cultural 
systems that are crystallizing - or trying to do so - 
around these centres are full of contradictions, which, 
as we see, can generate bloody conflicts. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina lies between these two centres, and the 
claims of the two systems extend right across Bosnia 
and Herzegovina from both sides. Regardless of how 
much we try to stay out of the conflict between the 
Croats and Serbs, everyone in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
will suffer from its fallout. We are now the prisoners of 
these conflicts, of the all-pervading politics of con¬ 
frontation. Taking sides in the conflict would solve 
nothing. But not taking sides must not mean fear to act 
against individuals and groups that irrationally and un¬ 
thinkingly support just one side. Bosnia, as a model of 
unity in diversity, is the key to a balance between 
Catholics and Orthodox, Serbs and Croats, Serbia and 
Croatia. Any inequality of Bosnia and Herzegovina rel- 



ativc to Serbia ami Croatia means upsetting the bal- 
anee, and will lead to dangerous unrest and counicl. 
Blind passion and a lailure to understand all the nu- 
anees of the Bosnian inosaie has led many into cow- 
ardiee, Battery and deeeption. In Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, 1 believe the forces of peace will prevail. But 
you don't need much filth to poison a river. Here, in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, we need to build a strong al¬ 
liance of all political, economic and cultural forces that 
agree that Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to be res¬ 
olutely defended against the greed of the dens of na- 
tionalisni and everyone in Bosnia who accepts and 
supports this greed. 


an agenda. It would certainly be possible to derive a 
whole list of principles from this unwritten agenda, but 
it would all be a long way from the Bosnian Muslims’ 
collective vision of their future. Who today could state 
confidently what future Bosnian Muslims want? And 
an answer to this question only begs the next question: 
"How can we achieve the future we want?" We've just 
started setting up the institutions of national identity 
which others have had for centuries. This project must 
be given the widest possible parameters, so that every 
one of our land's architects can return from exile or 
emigration to gather under one roof. We need to set up 
a scale of community values, with everyone united as 
to the first step, and from this base we can reach the 
most supreme heights. The present relationship be« 
tween the Bosnian Muslim people and Democratic Ac¬ 
tion clearly shows that the people are more aware of 
the need for a community agenda and organization 
than are most of the Muslim elite. And this leads once 
more to the question of a community agenda. 

• What about the documents that you are sending to 
The Hague asking for Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
be exempted from the economic sanctions? 

At first sight it may appear that the latest measures un¬ 
dertaken by the European Community make no dis¬ 
tinction between Yugoslavia's wrongdoers and their 
victims. Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a prisoner of the 
Serbo-Croat conflict, has paid a high price for other 
people's arrogance and greed. And now it will have to 
bear the brunt of across-the-board sanctions against 
"Yugoslavia". 

Greater Serb politics has consistently forced Bosnia 
and Herzegovina into an inferior position relative to 
Serbia. In the Yugoslav Assembly, all decisions which 
might have given Bosnia and Herzegovina an equal 
constitutional position to Serbia and Croatia were 
blocked. A weak and hemmed-in Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina would, according to the Greater-State ideo¬ 
logues and their unilateral plans, be just where the out* 
side architects of political reconstruction wanted it. It 
was vital that this aim should be opposed by a determi¬ 
nation that Bosnia and Herzegovina should be ensured 
at least an equal, if not an even greater degree of sover¬ 
eignty relative to Serbia and Croatia. Europe's political 
powers that be must be told the truth: a weak Bosnia 
means a weak chance of a peaceful solution to our cri¬ 
sis. Today this is known much more widely than six 
months ago, and Bosnia and Herzegovina's "unity in 
diversity" has many friends and supporters to protect 
and nurture it. Many people are involved in projecting 


• In the minds of many Bosnians Bosnia is under oc¬ 
cupation by the Federal Army. How do you foresee 
the future structure of the Yugoslav community, if 
one is possible? 

I'm convinced there's no future for Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina without a lasting agreement between her 
Croats, Serbs and Muslims. There's also no future 
without agreements with Serbia and Croatia first and 
foremost, and with other participants in the Yugoslav 
and European mosaic. And there's also no future with¬ 
out negotiations and agreement with the Federal Army. 
We've been cleverly enticed into a game in which 
we've always got the Army against us. The Army is re¬ 
ally Yugoslavia's seventh Republic, bordering on every 
village and town in Bosnia and Herzegovina. We can't 
allow our Republic to be occupied by a political force 
which doesn't care a jot about Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Let's look at our politics from the point of view of the 
people in the Aimy, their families and their relatives. 
Who's threatening who? I personally am for patient 
discussion, reconciliation and co-operation. Only this, 
I feel, can give us the finnness of heart to defend our¬ 
selves against aggression and build a sensible future. 

• Once more the Muslims are in the hands of fate. 
What should be done to encourage democracy) and 
political maturity amongst the Muslim people? 

The wisest answer would be a simple "I don't know". 
My research into the political history of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims has shown me, however, that their politics is sim¬ 
ply a response to the politics of Serb and Croat nation¬ 
alism. This in itself shouldn't irhply weakness. But 
bearing in mind that Serb and Croat nationalist politics 
are based on fully-formed ethnic agendas, it's only log¬ 
ical that the Bosnian Muslims should have an ethnic 
agenda of their own. However, the past hundred years 
of Bosnian Muslim development hasn't generated such 




an inteniaiional imago of Bosnia and 1 lor/.ogovina. and 
] bclic'a^ that, because we liax'O worked constructively' 
so far tow'ards a peaceful solution of our disagrec- 
iiionts, we can be sure of the intcntational community's 
understanding for the diiTiculties we face. 

. )b» arc one of (he founders and Vice-Presidents of 
"Renaissance", the Muslim cultural association. 

far, in youi opinion, has Renaissance achieved 
the (asks it set itself, and what are its priorities in 
the context of the present situation here and in the 
outside world? 

A builder's triangle in the hands of Bosnian Muslim 
identity will only serve its purpose once all three sides 
have been fixed and strengthened: religion, culture and 
politics. 

We are now beginning to achieve this task. There are no 
misunderstandings between Renaissance as an organi¬ 
zation promoting Muslim culture, the MusJim Commu¬ 
nity as tlie sum total of religious experience, and Demo¬ 
cratic Action as the expression of the political wishes of 
the overwhelming majority of Bosnian Muslims. How¬ 
ever, there is not even an agreed agenda for our major 
project, which can only be achieved by pulling together 
over a long period. Renaissance is implementing vari¬ 
ous projects of great importance for Bosnian Muslims. 
To mention just a few; the monograph Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, the series Muslim Literature in 100 Volumes, the 
Bosnian Muslim Lexicon, and the Dictionary of Char¬ 
acteristic Lexis in the Bosnian Language. 

Renaissance was intended to form a core which would 
gradually generate organizations and projects needed to 
ensure that Bosnian Muslim culture would find a place 
in the world which befits its real needs and achieve¬ 
ments. The Bosnian Muslim mind should find space to 
meet and reflect under the wing of this association. 

* We would also like to ask you something about to¬ 
day's media culture. Few people are satisfied with 
the present situation here. How far has the Govern¬ 
ment succeeded in "taking over" the media, and 
who in particular is behind this drive? What is your 
personal view about the state of the media in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina? In other words, what are 
the possibilities of "national" TV channels, "nation¬ 
al" daily papers, and media division in general? 
There are people in Bosnia and Herzegovina who 
support this. 

^hen I think of Bosnia and Herzegovina as an open 
society, it makes me happy. The fact that different reli¬ 


gious (nulilions have met and coexisted in Bosnia 
through the centuries is nuieh more than an accident of 
historical late, flic further back you trace the outer 
form of any of the religious traditions towards the cen¬ 
tre from which it derives, the closer you come and the 
more open you become to the others. Some sec the 
dead husk of historical achievement as the sole reason 
to follow one tradition or another; they are the only 
supporters of religious apartheid. 1 think the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian media have put the narrow, blinkered 
arrogance of individual political movements well be¬ 
hind them. I've always seen the idea of "taking over" 
the media as the reflection of an arrogant desire on the 
part of individuals and groups to force their view of the 
world on everyone. The media should be a true reflec¬ 
tion of Bosnia and Herzegovina's unity in diversity. 
Amongst this diversity there may - indeed should - al¬ 
so be contradiction and confrontation, but no violence. 
To my mind, any mention of dividing the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian media into separate ethnic "compart¬ 
ments" is a silly aberration, a sign of inability to look at 
things through the eyes of generations that have gone 
before and are still to come. To accept this would imply 
that it is possible to separate energy from mass, time 
and space. However, all our media should enable the 
free expression, in different ways, of ethnic, religious, 
political and all other individual characteristics. 

• We know you used to be involved in research into 
electromagnetic wave theory. Before your appoint¬ 
ment as Deputy Prime Minister to the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian Government, you were Dean of the 
Electrical Engineering Faculty at Osijek, and a lec¬ 
turer at several European universities. Does your 
present position allow you time for research and 
teaching? When will Bosnia be able to call itself 
part of the modern academic community? 

Scientific research is always a long-term activity if 
your objectives are serious. I've been involved in the 
same area for almost twenty years - primarily in estab¬ 
lishing and furthering co-operation with many scien= 
tists in this country and abroad, and in supervising and 
examining masters-level and doctoral theses. My pre¬ 
sent job means I'm unable to play any direct part in re¬ 
search programmes, but I still have daily contacts with 
my colleagues. These contacts remind me each day 
that the job I'm doing now is only a temporary one, my 
aim being to play my part in the difficult task of build¬ 
ing a modem European society on the foundations of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina’s finest tradition: unity in reli¬ 
gious diversity. 





The all-pervading nature of the erisis, whieh manifests 
itself in violent eonlliets and the imposition of a single 
politieal will, prevents us from finding a quick llx for 
the pernicious effects of totalitarianism and blinkered 
ideologies. We arc seeing absurd exaggerations at a so¬ 
cial level. Reaching a state of balance, where human 
lights and religious and national freedom will become 
an inseparable part of our present-day experience, is 
sure to bring new opportunities for science and acade¬ 
mic progress. We are a part of Europe, close to key 
centres of science, culture and scholarship. The inter¬ 
connectedness of today's world has many advantages 
for us in Bosnia and Herzegovina. I've been thinking 
and talking with my friends in the outside world about 
the possibility of founding a whole series of academic 
institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where acade¬ 
mics and students from East and West would come to¬ 
gether. Our historical experience of coexistence, de¬ 
spite all the differences, calls for such an idea - don't 
you agree? 

So what IS needed for Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
get moving? Has the rest of Europe a deep enough 
undei standing of its situation, or is it seen as just 
some wild corner of the Balkans? 

What does Bosnia and Herzegovina need? I think, 
though God knows best, that what it needs is determi¬ 
nation and patience. It needs wise insights into the cur¬ 
rents of history which involve all its people. It needs 
calm, sensible observation. It needs sophisticated ex¬ 
pertise and to listen to its own inner voice. Today, gen¬ 
erally speaking, we don't know Europe very well, al¬ 
though we can talk about it loudly enough. And what's 
worse, we don't even know ourselves. But if you want 
to know others, you must know yourself first. Finally, 
let us recall the words of the master Ali ibn Abi Talib: 
"A man's self is an eye with which God sees". And 
someone who is aware of God is afraid of no-one. So 
let us get to know our individual and communal selves. 
Then we need not be carried away by fear or enthusi¬ 
asm at anybody or anything. The beauties of the world 
are made to tempt us, just like its hardships. 

Interviewer: 

H. Hajdarevic 



The world 
must help us 

The First Congress of the Party of Democratic Ac¬ 
tion, the worsening political and economic crisis in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the shrinking power 
of the Assembly, Government and Presidency to 
meet the challenges of the present situation - all led 
us to request an interview with the Deputy Prime 
Minister, who is also a key figure in the SDA leader¬ 
ship and one of our most eminent intellectuals, Dr. 
Rusmir Mahmutcehajic. 

• The recent First Congress of the Party of Democra¬ 
tic Action is the real motive for this interview. Our 
generation has grown up in a climate of Congress¬ 
es, until the last Communist Party Congress which 
finally split the Party. What is your view, as a dele¬ 
gate to the present Congress, of the shadow cast by 
these previous congresses, and of the congresses to 
be held by ethnically-based parties, especially in 
view of the discord that emerged at the First SDA 
Congress? 

It is naive to assume that we can suddenly about-turn 
after half a century of social trends marked out by the 
milestones of party congresses. We are only witnessing 
the first signs of a change in our role and image in the 
world. The change itself is still a long way off. For this 
reason I would rather look at what the signs themselves 
might say than seek reasons for the obvious similarities 
between congresses. What we saw between November 
29th and 30th does represent a turn towards the indi¬ 
vidual, towards an individual consciousness. If it had 
been planned as an apotheosis of individual uncon¬ 
sciousness for the sake of social cohesion, we would 
still have seen the beginnings of a turn to individual 
self-awareness and freedom, but at the cost of social 
chaos. Though the event had a definite congress feel to 
it, we can't escape the fact that the "unity in diversity" 
principle meant that the common wishes of the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims were expressed with an extraordinary de¬ 
gree of political maturity. The differences bore witness 
to a conflict between unawareness on the one hand and 








adctemiination to seek unily wiihout imposing utopian 
ideals on the other. All we saw assured us of the course 
and direction that lie ahead, and which can be recog¬ 
nized in the parallel or opposing courses and directions 
of others. The question about "the congresses held by 
ethnically-based parties" has its answer in the hazy ori¬ 
gins of a people's energies. The closer these origins lie 
to the heart of religious tradition, the closer we come to 
the sanctity of eveiyonc's individual self, which is al¬ 
ways the same, and the further from worshipping 
fonns that are different, transient and therefore decep¬ 
tive. Congresses should give way to spontaneous gath¬ 
erings of conscious individuals, aware of the unity that 
conies from diversity. 

• At the Congress, the political position of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina was redefined. Of course. Bosnia 
has played too brief a role as a sovereign state (for 
a long time it was regarded - and still is - as a sort 
of curiosity). How do you see its position today, and 
what is its role in the Yugoslav question as a whole 
and on the international scene, in particular now 
that the European Community has made official its 
views regarding our problems? 

A whole can only be sensed or guessed at. Any attempt 
to understand it implies division, comparison. But the 
parts never have clear-cut boundaries. It is like that in 
nature, and it is like that amongst people and commu¬ 
nities, civilizations and cultures. We see the greatest 
wealth of flora and fauna, the greatest variety of forms 
and complexity of changes, where a river meets the 
sea. And Bosnia is where East flows into West, and 
West flows into East. The complexity of the Bosnian 
reality is an enigma to most outside observers. Simplis¬ 
tic and mistaken assumptions abound. Virtually all our 
complexities and nuances remain undiscovered by out¬ 
siders. However, Bosnia is also an unknown to those 
who are bom and live here. It's worth stressing that 
Bosnia is a living, dynamic tissue of great cultures and 
civilizations that are interwoven but preserve their dif¬ 
ferences, though hard to disentangle into separate enti¬ 
ties. Separation implies a lack of understanding, and a 
tendency to violence. But life itself, deep in its myste¬ 
rious heart, opposes violence. We are now witnessing a 
fanatical adherence to old agendas, established on the 
cmde basis of one people's superiority to all others and 
their right to achieve their goals by violence against 
others. Now the world has been brought together into a 
single culture of global communication, and archaic 
national agendas, with their demands for Lebensraum, 
come up against the watchful eyes and alert ears of the 


observers of llie global village. Bosnia's plurality, that 
has survived clown the centuries, has a lot in common 
with modem Europe, because Europe sees it as a mod¬ 
el for its own future. Contemptible, would-be-macho 
cries of "either-or" are strangers to this European unity 
in diversity. The more we defend our unity in diversity, 
the closer we will grow to ourselves and the outside 
world; and the more we ignore others, the deeper we 
will fall into ignorance of ourselves and the true mosaic 
of the world. The future calls for individuality, but not 
for an individuality that does not respect others. A poli¬ 
cy of unification at the cost of others is self-defeating. 

Let me give an indirect explanation of some of the 
points raised by your question. Crimes are being in¬ 
flicted upon Bosnia on the basis of two nationalist po¬ 
lices. If it were my job to advise the Belgrade pole of 
the nationalist axis, which is now flexing its political 
muscle by violently trying to force the Greater Serbian 
plan on Bosnia, I would suggest the best way to 
achieve these goals would be to stir up Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's Croats in favour of secession from the 
pluralistic unity of their ancient, sovereign homeland. I 
would see shallow political deals made with a few 
Croat extremists in West Herzegovina as a recraiting- 
sergeant for the Greater Serb cause, and I would sup¬ 
port their demands by legitimising the Greater Serb 
carve-up of Bosnia through the creation of "Serbian 
Autonomous Provinces". This is in the direct interests 
of Greater Serbian expansionism! If, in turn, I was 
asked to advise the Greater Croat nationalists in Za¬ 
greb and their spokesmen in Bosnia, I would tell them 
to support the unnatural and violent regionalization of 
Bosnia, as is being perpetrated by the Serb nationalists, 
because you can only rebuild by destroying. But look, 
both extremist designs are in direct conflict with the 
long-term interests of the Serb and Croat peoples. I am 
speaking about Greater Serb expansionism, which now 
holds the political reins, and Greater Croat ambitions 
expressed in a boorish disregard for the political map 
of Bosnia. If the best policy is one that knocks out 
one's enemies head-on, then both Serb and Croat inter¬ 
ests » here I mean their true interests - would be best 
defended by opposing extremism. Croat ethnic poli¬ 
tics, I believe, can best protect its interests by offering 
decisive support to Bosnia and Herzegovina where the 
supporters of expansionism think it is the weakest 
(which means in Western Herzegovina). The Serb in¬ 
terest will be best protected by encouraging a Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian viewpoint in those areas where ethnic 
exclusiveness is the loudest. As for the international 
public, I can confidently say that the nature of Bosnia 


and its role in (he Yugoslav crisis are {itde-known. 
I he contirmation of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s sover- 
Mgnty and inlegiity, in contrast to the one-sided and 
n sc images olTered by the nationalist expansionist 
agendas, is a way into understanding and solving the 
crisis and the conBict. This is gradually becoming 
c ear to the actors on the world stage, and so our voice 
must be loud and clear. 


Bosnia s militaiy situation has not even been recog¬ 
nised by the Government, let alone seriously evalu¬ 
ated in political terms. Bosnia is not only an arena 
for aggression against Croatia - it is also the 
largest barracks in Europe. And at the same time a 
victim itself, beginning with Ravno, and in the hor¬ 
de/ /egions of the Krajina, Posavina a/td Herzegov¬ 
ina. What is your view, as a me/nber of the Govern¬ 
ment, as one of the SDA's party leaders, and as a 
leading intellectual? 

The Yugoslav Army, which many prefer not to call by 
its former name, has descended into disgrace and 
chaos. Irregulars and reservists, bullying generals and 
out-of-control commanders have committed unforget¬ 
table, unforgivable acts. As misfortune never comes 
alone, it should also be realized that many honest and 
honourable men in the Army have been tainted with 
disgrace and shame by its affiliation to a single poli¬ 
tics, a single people and a single nationalist agenda. 
Here in Bosnia and Herzegovina, blinkered prejudice 
is barren ground for any organism, never mind an 
army. Its power and toughness are only an illusion that 
will blow away like a storm in the desert. However, we 
have to protect ourselves from this storm, and help 
evei-yone caught in it. Many have been swept off their 
feet with no idea why. But we also need to negotiate 
with the army. A readiness to talk implies a determina¬ 
tion to oppose the present side-stepping and flouting of 
legally-constituted authority in Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina. The negotiations process must not be rejected, 
even if all legally-constituted government bodies are 
agreed that we are under occupation. Occupation may 
have taken place, but it cannot last. Bayonets are no 
good for sitting on. The authorities should, in my opin¬ 
ion, be more outspoken in condemning the Army's be¬ 
haviour (first of all the uncivilized bully-boy tactics of 
the reservists and irregulars). The state has more power 
at its fingertips than it supposes, for it stems from the 
democratic and freedom-loving wishes of the majority 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina's citizens. The violence in 
Ravno and the Dubrovnik region, looting and atrocities 
by the Krajina bandits, political support for the most 



hideous of evils - all must be brought to book. Even if 
the Government dithers, this must not be an excuse for 
intellectuals to waver too. Silence means complicity, i 
suggest we set up a "Bosnia Tribunal", to which we in¬ 
vite leading intellectuals from this country and abroad 
and which will sit until it has examined every murder 
and every act of plunder and destruction. Let us start 
by taking a firm moral stand on Ravno and every other 
site of violence, so as to discourage these thugs and 
evildoers. Let us not encourage and support evil 
through hesitation and reluctance. 

• Bosnia is isolated in many ways. Physically from 
Croatia, because all the bridges between Bosnia 
and the West have been destroyed by the war. Polit¬ 
ically by the Army, because of the blockade of the 
ports of Ploce and Rijeka, the source of our petrole¬ 
um products. And last of all by the ban on exporting 
goods from Serbia. How does the Government think 
to resolve these problems = in particular what will 
be its response to Serbia in order to protect its own 
economic position? And linked to this, of course, is 
also the question of inflation protection, now the lat¬ 
est batch of bank-notes are flooding our Republic. 

The effects of war which you mention can either wors¬ 
en or be removed, depending on how the conflict de¬ 
velops. Bosnia is actually the hostage of a Serb-Croat 
conflict that threatens all Europe. The solutions pro¬ 
posed by the protagonists of a "rump Yugoslavia" are 
not acceptable to the modem world, because they re¬ 
duce the conflict to exclusively ethnic grounds. This 
implies that one people can be declared a priori evil, 
and the other a priori good. Such premises are utterly 
wrong. They imply that the final outcome of every¬ 
thing is destmetion and callous murder. It is really a 
conflict of political systems, which will finally exhaust 
themselves in the course of time. We can lift the block¬ 
ade you mention, depending on how the conflict pro¬ 
gresses. The crisis cannot be resolved without the as¬ 
sistance and involvement of the international commu¬ 
nity. However, Bosnia's politics of patience and moder¬ 
ation - however hesitant it may appear - will finally 
bear fhiit. All measures taken by neighbouring Re¬ 
publics that threaten the interests of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, should be responded to by counter-measures - 
which should not under any circumstances be reprisals. 
They should aim to protect the already-depleted re¬ 
sources of the Republic in order to ensure a minimum 
standard of living for its citizens. The sovereignty of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is undergoing its first seripus 
test with the collapse of the financial and monetary 






system of the crumbling I'cdoral stale. I’crliaps the 
Goveniment’s greatest responsibility is to cierend itsell' 
against invasion from Belgrade by means the ink and 
paper squandered on worthless bank notes by the I'op- 
cider mint. 

. Jfe cannot avoid asking you about your grass-roots 
experience. Out at the periphey. politics is a differ¬ 
ent experience than at the political centre, where we 
are now. What, in your view, is the meaning of 
gra.ss-roots politics, and how does it relate to 
"high" politics, especially that of the Government? 
(Your encounter with the reseiwists is one possible 
example.) 

Democratic elections and the resulting changes in the 
power-structure under the influence of ethno-democra- 
cy means, among other things, the "de-fetishing" of 
whole systems of values, patterns and institutions. This 
produces an upsurge of disputes and dilemmas in 
which the actors on the political stage find themselves 
entangled. This danger could, of course, have been 
foreseen, but is no easy matter to control. In all this 
tangle, we tended to forget our little obligations to 
tackle issues that loom large to people who are con¬ 
fused by the fall of one social system and the slow rise 
of another. I think that efficient politics should be 
based on continued support for existing economic 
forces, by always making sure we keep a baseline of 
liquidity. And those sectors of the economy that are of 
key importance for the Republic should be given the 
greatest support, whilst encouraging and supporting 
private enterprise throughout the Republic. The priva¬ 
tization process can only move forward if economic re¬ 
lations are stable and efficient. Otherwise we will be 
heading for chaos, where everything is unpredictable. 
All ideas must be checked out in practice, which those 
in power can use as a measure of their skill and right to 
steer the ship of state. Academic, navel-gazing ap¬ 
proaches have led to events in certain areas being ig¬ 
nored. If the Government is responsible for the overall 
situation throughout the Republic, then it should test 
this responsibility by being there. The present defen¬ 
sive attitude should be turned as soon as possible into 
an offensive one. The absence of the Government and 
its organizations is a spur for benighted ballad-singers 
dmnk on their own heroics to imagine they are creating 
their own states and governments, waking dead kings 
with tmmpet and cannon, and restoring their long-gone 
kingdoms. Although time alone can melt away these 
trappings of power like snow in the breezes of spring, 
people's faith in the toughness of the Bosnian model of 


cooxisiciicc should be rcsiored by a more frequent 
lueseiiee in the very areas where these deluded makers 
of history are trying to build their thrones. 


I'liudly, ;/ / can ask you a very personal (fuestion as 
a fellow-writer, how is it that you, as a writer, be¬ 
came engaged in politics? In other words, what 
does a writer bring to politics, and what does he get 
out of it? 

I hope you've read Imam All's testament to his sons. 
Showing them sotne young date-palms he had planted 
himself, he said they must on no account be sold until 
they were fully grown. Only then would they know 
their true value. Furthermore, the Supreme Master of 
Ali ibn Abi Talib - peace and the Grace of God be with 
them! - once asked him: "Amongst the trees, there is a 
tree, the leaves of which do not fall and is like a Mus¬ 
lim. Tell me the name that tree." After silence from his 
companions he answered: "It is the date-palm! It grows 
tall, though the soil be dry and poor. It gives plenty of 
sweet fmit, despite drought and wind." Using the sym¬ 
bolism from these parables, I would say that I felt the 
testimony of young palms should be replaced by the 
testimony of people themselves. 

This answer is very esoteric. But any other answer 
would involve a confession. And such confessions I 
find both hard and unpleasant. 


Interviewer: 
Z. Ivankdvic 
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Bosnia has 
survived 

Mr. Mahmutcehajic, Lisbon is now behind us. Pres¬ 
ident Alija Izetbegovic called this Conference "the 
first significant step by the representatives of the 
three leading parties". What reflects the success of 
this "step"? 

The Lisbon meeting is a continuation of the talks be¬ 
tween the representatives of Democratic Action, the 
Croatian Democrats (HDZ), and the Serb Democratic 
Party (SDS). Agreements or misunderstandings be¬ 
tween these parties strongly affect the situation in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. This was confirmed by the 
European Community, which therefore joined the 
talks, with the intention of helping to define the consti¬ 
tutional principles which will form a base for inter¬ 
community relationships in Bosnia and Herzegovina - 
which, as is now obvious, is to be an independent state. 
Because of its activities within the framework of the 
Serb Memorandum Plan, which calls for the restructur¬ 
ing of Yugoslavia in accordance with Serb nationalist 
interests, the Serb Democratic Party proposed that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina should be part of the "New 
Serbian Empire". In accordance with this plan, Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims were offered a so-called "historic accord", 
which was to be the blueprint for a Yugoslavia based 
on the Memorandum Plan. 

Beware Serbs bearing gifts 

The desired union with Bosnian Muslims was to be 
achieved at the expense of the Croats. For this reason it 
was resolutely turned down. Then the Croats were of¬ 
fered an alliance at the expense of the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims. The sort of union they were angling for would 
have given the best possible realisation of the Serb na¬ 
tionalist goal of transforming Yugoslavia along the 
lines of the Serbian supremacist Drafts and Memoran¬ 
dums. When it became clear that it would not be possi¬ 
ble to break the resistance of Croat national aspirations 
in Croatia itself, they turned to the tactic of dividing 


Bosnia and Herzegovina from the outside - or if this 
were not possible, from within. The Serb Democratic 
Party would not allow the whole of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina to have an equal position between Croatia and 
Serbia. The Serb Democrats, along with their patrons 
wanted Bosnia and Herzegovina - whether whole or 
torn to shreds - to be joined to Serbia. Allies for this 
were sought everywhere. Together with all sorts of 
trickery, deception and malice. 

When the international community clearly supported 
the integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Serb De¬ 
mocratic Party began putting forward deceptive con¬ 
cepts such as "democratic reconstruction", "popular 
sovereignty", "ethnic cantons", and so on. The aim of 
all this was to divide Bosnia and Herzegovina from 
within, so as to enable partition from the outside. The 
Serb Democrats disguised their true intentions with 
false statements about "Serbs under threat" and "the 
need to guarantee the right to a decentralized state 
structure in Bosnia and Herzegovina". All these were 
excuses designed as a cover for their true intentions. 
Unfortunately, they found unexpected allies in a sec¬ 
tion of the Croat political spectrum. As we can accept 
any internal structure for Bosnia and Herzegovina 
formed along European lines and with international 
supervision, as long as it does not jeopardize the Re¬ 
public s independence and sovereignty, we have ac¬ 
cepted a local administration system based primarily 
on the ethnic principle-. This deprived the Serb Demo¬ 
cratic Party of any excuse to oppose the independence 
and sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina. By this 
step the Serb Democratic Party has accepted that "the 
future of Bosnia and Herzegovina lies in its present, 
unchanged borders" and that constitutional principles 
for the structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be 
agreed on with the assistance and supervision of the 
European Community. This, it must be admitted, is a 
major concession - of course, assuming they are sin¬ 
cere in their intentions. 

How would you comment on the concession made 
by Democratic Action regarding the reorganization 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

It is quite clear that Bosnia and Herzegovina is to be an 
internationally recognized, independent and sovereign 
state within its present borders. This is what the Euro¬ 
pean countries involved in resolving the Yugoslav cri¬ 
sis have said. Democratic Action has taken the posi¬ 
tion, from the very outset, that everything can be dis¬ 
cussed concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina, except for 




partition or inequality of status with Serbia and Croat¬ 
ia. Sinee Croatia had already won international recog¬ 
nition of its independenee, it was up to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to request its independence as well. 
Which means, now that most of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina's borders have become internationally-recognized 
state frontiers, that Bosnia and Herzegovina must have 
the same position relative to Serbia as it already has 
relative to Croatia. The Croatian Democrats and the 
Serb Democratic Party demanded that Bosnia and 
Herzegovina be completely restructured, with the eth¬ 
nic principle in first place. Democratic Action thinks 
that this principle should be considered, but that recon¬ 
stituting the territorial and administrative system of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina on ethnic lines alone is not 
possible, because of its ethnically mixed make-up. 
Nevertheless, now that the independence of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and its integrity are no longer threatened, 
we say: "Go ahead and try!" We believe that territorial, 
historical, economical, cultural and other criteria should 
be considered along with ethnicity. If others see things 
differently, I don't see why we should argue. Time will 
prove who was right. 

Yugoslav mask 

• fVIty has Democratic Action so strongly advocated 
the model of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a civil 
state with equal rights for all three peoples, none of 
which has sovereignty? 

The answer to your question begs a definition of the 
concepts of "people" and "sovereign people". When we 
say "the French people", "the Italian people", "the 
Swiss people", and so on, we're always thinking of all 
the citizens of France, Italy, Switzerland, and so on. In 
our theory of politics the concept of people is po5y- 
semic. If we refer to the French race, that's different 
from all the citizens of France. All citizens of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina are sovereign, regardless of religion 
and race. 

If we reduce Bosnia and Herzegovina to the individual 
sovereignties of her three races, then each of the three 
has the right to deny the sovereignty of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Such plans have existed for a long time 
in this geo-political region. Many have tried to carve 
np Bosnia and Herzegovina to further their imperialist 
designs. It is in this context that the ideologues of 
Greater Serb expansionism invented and promoted the 
concept of "popular sovereignty", whilst what they re¬ 
ally meant was "racial sovereignty". It is just one of 


ihcir ruses aimed al splitting up Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina. Imagine European political theory even entertain¬ 
ing the possibility of applying such a concept to a mul¬ 
ti-ethnic state! Its implementation in Europe would 
mean horrific chaos. 

• President Izethegovic has announced a "thorough¬ 
going decentralization of the Republic". Does this 
mean that the existing Serb Autonomous Provinces 
and Croat Communities will be legalized, or will we 
be adopting a new structure of ethnically-based 
units with some local autonomy? 

Our baseline is that Bosnia and Herzegovina is a sover¬ 
eign and independent state; bearing this in mind, in ac¬ 
cordance with the constitution a whole series of duties 
will be devolved to local administrative units. We will! 
have a decentralized state, which will distribute power 
at municipal, regional and national level without af¬ 
fecting the efficiency of the state as a whole. This was 
our idea from the outset, though we thought, as I have 
already said, that the ethnic principle should not be the 
most important one. What this new constitution will re¬ 
ally be like will be decided by the Assembly of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina or by its citizens in a referendum. 
What we are discussing now can only result in a pro¬ 
posal, which must be approved by a much wider sec¬ 
tion of those involved in the Bosnia-Herzegovinian po¬ 
litical scene. 

• What position do you see a "new", restructured 
Bosnia and Herzegovina taking between Croatia 
and Serbia? 

The policies of Democratic Action have always been 
consistent. We have stated from the outset that the sta¬ 
tus of Bosnia and Herzegovina must be equal to both 
Serbia and Croatia. We said that if a federal relation¬ 
ship structure were acceptable to them, it would be ac¬ 
ceptable to Bosnia and Herzegovina as well. If it was 
unacceptable to one of them, it would be acceptable to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina too. We said the same about a 
confederal structure. Croatia, however, opted for inde¬ 
pendence. Bosnia and Herzegovina immediately also 
requested independence, because it would otherwise 
have been in an unequal relationship vis-a-vis Croatia 
and Serbia. Thus Bosnia and Herzegovina's liberty and 
equality have been achieved by separating from the 
remnants of former Yugoslavia, which is actually 
Greater Serbia. We have never had any doubts about 
leaving rump Yugoslavia. And so Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, as an independent state with an army, a police 


lorce, and a cuncncy of its own, will) ils own legisla¬ 
ture and jndieiary, is destined to be equally open to 
both Hast and West. In this way it will be an important 
factor of political balance between the Balkan states. 

• I feet / must ask you whether the policy of equidis¬ 
tance that Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted to¬ 
wards the war in Croatia was the only possible 
solution. 

I've often been asked this question, and I suspect it 
might have a sub-text I'm not sure I understand. Look, 
when Croatia came under savage attack we suspended 
the draft in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and we repeated¬ 
ly demanded that young men from our Republic 
should refuse to join the war against Croatia. At the 
same time we finnly resisted demands and pressures 
to support the so-called Belgrade Initiative, as we saw 
it as a strategy to win over the Bosnian Muslims 
against the Croats. And now to summarise the effects 
of these policies. Our "cqui-distance" changed the 
JNA into the Serbian Army, and our decision was fre¬ 
quently complained at for causing a shortage of troops 
on the Croatian front. The rejection of the so-called 
Belgrade Initiative helped reveal the Greater Serb re¬ 
ality behind the Yugoslav mask. And let's not forget 
the reality of the Bosnian Muslims, unarmed and de¬ 
fenceless and surrounded by lots of well-armed neigh¬ 
bours. I would have been happier if we could have 
done more than we did. 

Stain on the pages of history 

• Could you clarify what you recently said in Zagreb: 
"... IVhenever Greater Serb nationalism has retreat¬ 
ed, it has offered alliances, especially with Croat 
nationalism." Do you think that there is an alliance 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina between the Serb De¬ 
mocratic Party and the Croatian Democrats? 

Even a superficial glance at the history of the national¬ 
ist wings of Croat and Serb politics will prove this. Of 
course, these cannot be called consistent or compre¬ 
hensive political programmes. Reducing a people to 
one state, a state to one political system, and a political 
system to one person, means working against the peo¬ 
ple. I am convinced that the deals struck between cer¬ 
tain Croatian political figures and the architects of the 
Greater Serb political agenda do not honour the best 
interests of the Croatian people. It so happens that I do 
know quite a lot about these talks and deals. I must ad¬ 
mit that what I know makes me feel uncomfortable. 


These deals will be a stain on the pages of history, 
fhey can only lurtlier the dark, mono-ethnic designs of 
the Serbian Draft and Memorandum. 


Interviewer: 
i,. Garniaz 



Playing cards 
with Bosnia's fate 

• Would you mind telling us your impressions of the 
talks between the representatives of the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian political parties in the presence of 
the European Community envoys? 

What we have known for quite a while has now been 
put on the table. Democratic Action confirmed its sup¬ 
port for a sovereign and independent Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian Republic, based upon European democratic 
models and with constitutional and other guarantees of 
human and community rights. The Serb Democratic 
Party clearly showed its refusal to accept a sovereign 
and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina, advocating 
its disintegration into several independent cantons 
within a loose confederation. An even more explicit 
demand for partition was Karadzic's proposal for 
"three Republics in Bosnia and Herzegovina, created 
along exclusively ethnic lines". This time the Croatian 
Democrats supported the principles of the Serb De¬ 
mocrats, though their actual baseline was really rather 
vague. The similarity of their approach to that of 
Karadzic is reflected in their insistence on the Livno 
Amendment to the referendum question, which con¬ 
tains, as we know, an unclear concept of popular sover- 




cijii") ■ w itli a single ctlmic gunip - in eor- 

taiii "national ’ icn iiorios. 1 his is nothing but the 
break-up ol Bosnia and 1 ler/egovina IVoin within, 
whilst iinpleincnting tlicse principles at iace value 
would be ven' costly, even for the Croats themselves. It 
is obvious that the Croat political position bolsters 
plaits lor a (jieatei Serbia, and so gets Karadzic's ar¬ 
dent support - usually in the shape of displays of polit¬ 
ical and moral bad taste. Nevertheless, on the principle 
that we can't benefit ourselves by banning others, 1 
myself believe that collective common sense and 
moral responsibility will overcome the naked greed 
and fanaticism displayed by a sector of Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian politics. This country has known all sorts of 
deception, land-grabs, devastation and wars. Woe to 
anyone who thinks our country can be hoodwinked by 
paltry tricks aimed at currying favour with their mas¬ 
ters, who are pulling new strings to further the same 
old agendas. But the talks are continuing. Everybody 
expects them to confirm their own beliefs and loyaB 
ties. The course of history is inexorable. In it, there's a 
time and a belief for everyone. Blinkered eyes and con¬ 
fused, obsessive minds may come and go, but the 
Bosnian model of unity in diversity will overcome and 
outlive them all. 

• What was actually agreed at the meeting about the 
remodelling of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state un¬ 
der the auspices of the European Community? 

Before I can answer this question, I need to set a cou¬ 
ple of things straight. The talks involved Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's parliamentary parties, with the media¬ 
tion of the European Community. But the Serb Democ¬ 
rats tried to insist from the outset that these were talks 
between ethnic communities. In this way, their party 
leaders wanted to guarantee their exclusive right to 
speak for all of Bosnia and Herzegovina's Serbs, and to 
infiltrate concepts into its politics that undermine the 
very existence of this age-old European land. It put the 
talks firmly within the framework of the Serb Democ¬ 
rats' ethnic-fundamentalist aims, as manifested in their 
so-called "Assembly of the Serb People of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina". A lot of negotiating energy was spent 
trying to convince Karadzic that these were inter-party 
talks, that might lead to a proposal for the internal ad¬ 
ministrative and territorial restructuring of an indepen¬ 
dent Bosnia and Herzegovina. I say a proposal, be¬ 
cause anything achieved by these talks must be put be¬ 
fore Parliament and all the citizens of the Republic. 
Moreover, as we know well, the Greater Serb strate¬ 
gists decreed that Bosnia and Herzegovina should re¬ 


main pari of rump Yugoslavia. When Ihey realized that 
Ibis could nol be achieved withoul the consent of 
Bosnian Muslims, Ihey did cverylhing Ihey could to 
win over cerlain marginal political figures, eventually 
turning (hem into "champions" of the Bosnian Muslim 
people. When this came to nothing, they turned to the 
tactic of promoting the principle of ethnic sovereignty 
and denying that of genuine popular sovereignty. This 
was meant to give Bosnia and Herzegovina's Serbs the 
power to decide their country's fate without consider¬ 
ing the opinion of others. A plebiscite of the Serb peo¬ 
ple was held, ar^d an ethnic assembly and an ethnic re¬ 
public were established. They looked for support in 
this strategy to the Croat extremists, whose aim is to 
annex as much of Bosnia and Herzegovina as possible 
to Croatia, or ready it for annexation. In brief, this was 
the background to the talks. The Serb Democratic Par¬ 
ty and the Croatian Democrats both took a similar po¬ 
sition: "popular" sovereignty in an exclusively ethnic 
sense, and the setting up of ethnic territories which 
were to be "rounding out" into more or less sovereign 
entities. Democratic Action took the position that such 
a division was not possible and that it was not in the in¬ 
terests of the majority of Bosnia and Herzegovina's cit¬ 
izens. As the other two parties took the ethnic criterion 
as their baseline, we said: "We think that's impossible, 
gentlemen, but if you disagree, you're welcome to pre¬ 
sent a draft action plan based on your proposals". 
Karadzic presented his ethnic map in Brussels, which 
the gentlemen from the European Community did not 
see as a basis for serious consideration. The map was 
subsequently released to the public. My own personal 
opinion is that this map is an incitement to evil, a fact 
which judges of the future will have to consider when 
weighing up what is happening or is about to happen in 
this land. A similar map was offered by Mate Boban. In 
principle, it is no different from the Serb Democrats' 
map. The two maps show what just their supporters 
mean by "creating ethnic units". 

"We're against any ethnic division of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina", we said. "The maps that have been of¬ 
fered deserve nothing but contempt. Make us a map 
which is at least consistent on whatever criterion." And 
a map was produced. It was justly made, but brings jus¬ 
tice to no-one. If anything can be concluded from all 
this, it is that Bosnia is a single, indivisible organism. 
Such an organism can continue to operate effectively 
both with a centralized and with a decentralized consti¬ 
tution. If we opt for the latter, it should be possible to 
draw up sensible regional units. Europe's experience 
can teach us a lot here. A model of regionalization can 



be selected and adapted to suit our individual circiim- 
. ' s. 1 he Saiajcvo pioposal, however, envisages 
nee units based on ethnic criteria alone. They will have 
1 C status ol territorial and administrative units within 
the framework of Bosnia and Herzegovina as an inde¬ 
pendent state. Powers will be distributed between the 
^tate and the regions, with the regions having a high de- 
giee of autonomy, and the state all the Rinctions neces- 
for Its protection and development. This, of course, 
the proposal imposed by the two political parties 


Ions and false one - reveals more about those wh 
make it than those it refers to. Bosnian Muslims an 
cient, tolerant European people, are obviously a barr'*^ 
to Greater-State extremism. Therefore I find Ivan Ar T 
ica's stance completely baffling. ' 

What is baffling is his unquestioning acceptance of 
such cheap and false propaganda - though it is less baf 
fling when we look at the effect the propaganda is 
meant to have. 


But can V the final agreement be interpreted in vari¬ 
ous ways? 

According to the interpretations we know of, the Serb 
emocrats want this proposal to include as many as 
possible of their earlier plans for Bosnia and Herze- 
govma. They evidently want to create a pseudo-state 
within the living organism of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
as a Trojan horse for their political plans for a Greater 

tate - the effects of which we know all too well with 
the recent warfare. 


• Who holds power in today’s Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

Bosnia and Herzegovina's legally-constituted democ¬ 
ratic bodies. This is certain, but it is uncertain how ef¬ 
fective these bodies are. A country has fallen apart. Its 
collapse continues. And Bosnia is at the heart of the 
maelstrom, buffeted by violent forces that will be with 
us for a long while yet. In particular, it will be difficult 
to establish a new rule of law in the newly-independent 
state. It will be resisted by those who have privileges to 
lose. Breaking their resistance will not be possible 
without painful conflict and confrontation. 

• It seems that relationships between Croat and Mus¬ 
lim politics have become rather unhappy in recent 
months. The influential Croat writer, Ivan Aralica, 
says that the creators of the Party of Democratic 
Action see the restoration of Islam as their overrid¬ 
ing goal. 


Playing the Islamic fundamentalist card is an under¬ 
hand but jaded tactic. The Greater Serb forces have 
sought excuses for their designs in the imagined perils 
of irredentism, separatism, fundamentalism, and so 
forth. These are cheap attempts to play on what they 
assume to be Europe's prejudices. Their threadbare 
diplomacy and primitive propaganda sees the need to 
present Bosnian Muslims in a light the West will not 
like. However, this assumption - an utterly unscrupu- 


• And Democratic Action's leaders are being re¬ 
proached for their stance towards the war in 
Croatia! 
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same eyes as half a century ago. We are viewed as fel¬ 
low-travellers, not partners. Bosnian Muslims are still 
seen as having some mysterious urge to take sides 
whether with East or West. Attacking Islam and the 
Muslims IS thought to be a password to get their attack¬ 
ers into the monetary and political clubs of Europe But 
this tme has passed, though some still won't or can't 
realize it. Democratic Action has taken the moral high 
p-ound regarding the war in Croatia. It hasn't hesitated 
o condemn both the aggression and the aggressor, and 
o use Its political influence to stop Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina and Its people being used in this anti-Croatian 

agression. How can this fit in with what some of our 
critics are claiming? 


\^at s the best way to fight the policies of the Serb 
Democratic Party in Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

Different religious traditions have existed in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina for centuries. They are different in 

form, but have one and the same ori¬ 
gin. Therefore being a Serb, a Croat or a Muslim - in 
erms o eing aware of the origin of each of these tra¬ 
ditions - means accepting the equal, underlying sancti¬ 
ty of each of these traditions. The diversity of forms 
can only enrich and improve us, while insisting on one 
at the expense of another pushes us into fanaticism and 
exclusiveness. I firmly believe it is the equal right of 
all of us, despite our differences, to mm towards each 
other. Denying any right to others means denying our¬ 
selves that right. Rights must be the same for each in¬ 
dividual, regardless of his or her ethnic, religious, po¬ 
litical or any other affiliation. Those who want to hide 
their own weaknesses, who are afraid of free competi¬ 
tion between their abilities and those of others, huddle 
together in a group, seeking out those of the same race 


,„h 1 opinions. This roiniiuls mo of a speech delivered 
l,Y a historian at die recent eonseeration eeremony over 
amass grave ol tlie vielmis id‘genocide in World War 
lie pointed out that the victims of genocide were 
doomed the moment that demoeraey died in these 
lands. 1 he same speaker, soon al'terwards. praised the 
leader ofone politieal party as a long-awaited leader of 
his people. He did not know, or did not want to know 
that leaders bear an inverse relationship to demoeraey 
The leader of this new party soon started identifying 
his people with the entire nation. Not long aftemards, 
the same leader - in the guise of a party/"nation" - tried 
to establish an arehetypal ethnic-fundamentalist para- 
statc, a phenomenon unknown in Europe even in the 
Middle Ages. His fundamentalist plan, of course, was 
voted for unanimously. 

But to return to our original question. Through the de¬ 
mocratic development of Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
strengthening the positions of individuals and democ¬ 
ratic bodies, we will put today's patterns behind us and 
let them collapse in the frenzy of their own terrorism. 


Interviewer: 
N. Sarac 
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Labyrinthine 

ordeal 


L)/'. Mahmutcehajic, war and aggression against 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have lasted as long as its 
independence and sovereignty. What is your assess¬ 
ment of the present situation in the Republic? 


The Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, i.e. 
hugoslavia in its various forms, has from the very be¬ 
ginning rellected a (ireater Serbian drive to establish 
lascist lule across a wide swathe ol the Balkans, subju¬ 
gating and eliminating everything that opposes this. 
They have planned from the outset to mould every¬ 
thing non-Serb into a "homogeneous Serbian state". 
Thus, behind the mask of Yugoslavianism, even post¬ 
war Yugoslavia was powered primarily by Serb expan¬ 
sionism. It took many forms, in various financial, eco¬ 
nomic, cultural and other bodies. Obsessed by its own 
grand plan, it could not understand the strength of the 
popular will of the Croats, Slovenians, Muslims, Alba¬ 
nians and others to whom the territories of the Balkans 
have belonged for centuries - the will to stand up and 
shake off the Greater Serbia expansionist yoke. Such a 
sight was like a red rag to the raging bull of Greater 
Serb fascism. Using all available means, the Greater 
Serb storm-troopers set out to establish an "amputated 
Yugoslavia". Having failed to do this, they, madder 
still, set out to destroy Bosnia and Herzegovina as a 
state, killing the non-Serb population and destroying 
everything, to build an Orthodox-fundamentalist state 
on the ashes of Bosnia's thousand-year-old tradition. 
Nobody, except the evildoers themselves, believes that 
such a plan can succeed. This is shown by the determi¬ 
nation of the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
stand up to the aggression and terrorism of the Greater 
Serb Nazis. And the determination and strength of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's defenders has got them rat¬ 
tled. With each day that passes, the defenders get 
stronger, and the vile power of the evildoers inspired 
by Cosic, Ekmecic, Beckovic and led by Milosevic, 
Bozovic, Karadzic and others, gets weaker. The battle 
for Bosnia and Herzegovina is really a hard-fought 
struggle for the principle that unity between peoples 
and cultures is possible, whatever their differences. 

• The Presidency and the Government have done 
everything to preserve peace, but as a result Bosnia 
and Herzegovina seems to have entered the war to¬ 
tally unprepared. 

I admit that none of us could have foreseen the scale of 
aggression and terrorism hurled against us. As soon as 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's fragile ruling structure be¬ 
came democratic, Greater Serb forces throughout Yu¬ 
goslavia started preparations for a war against the peo¬ 
ple, against democracy. They were backed by the fiill 
might of a state system built up over almost half a cen¬ 
tury with substantial aid from abroad. We faced a pow¬ 
erful army, hijacked media, intelligence and counter- 






intelligence systems, monetiiry power, the brainwnslied 
frenzy of many iieoide, and so on. Advocating peace, 
justice and democracy were the most powerluJ 
weapons we had. Could we have done more in military 
tenns in Bosnia and Herzegovina? This is Tor histori¬ 
ans to judge. We had only a year, whereas the Greater 
Serb Nazis had been preparing their plans for almost a 
eentur>'. 

• Did the Party of Democratic Action have a militaiy 
contingency plan at the ready? 

The Party came into existence in the middle of 1990 as 
a reflection of the Muslim people's need to shape and 
express its political will. If we add the fact that this 
people is perhaps the most tragic in Europe, it's reason¬ 
able to say that your question is based on unrealistic as« 
sumptions. In less than a century, the Bosnian Muslims 
were divided in two: one part in their homeland and 
one in exile. The latter probably numbered twice as 
many as those who stayed. Greater Serb nationalism, 
through all sorts of pressures, persecution and geno¬ 
cide, tried to stifle all signs of the Bosnian Muslims' 
growing realization of their role in world culture. In 
this it had many allies, of course. The founding of the 
Democratic Action Party started a process of focusing 
the specific identity of Bosnian Muslims in almost 
every field, the implied right of participants in any Eu¬ 
ropean ethnic mosaic. The horrifying counterpart to 
this process was the increasing organisation of Greater 
Serb fascism and its allies; hence your question about a 
"military contingency plan", which implies knowledge 
of Greater Serb military readiness, is somewhat unfair. 
We did what we could, given the limited options we 
faced. Either to pay for the liberation of our country 
with massive sacrifices, or accept slavery beneath the 
Greater Serb jackboot! We chose to fight for the free¬ 
dom of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which we have done 
with all available and permitted means. Most of the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian people who are suffering today 
fully support us in this. 

• Consultations on the formation of the new govern¬ 
ment lasted a long time. They are now over. People 
have high expectations of the new government. How 
realistic are they, given the present circumstances? 

The citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina have turned 
out to have a better level of awareness about defending 
their country's freedom than the Government itself. 
The first democratically-elected government of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina was formed after the collapse of the 


communist-totalitariari regime. The many unpleasant 
side-effects of changes in the social structure were un¬ 
avoidable. War against the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has shaken the country’s thousand-year 
existence. But it has given new strength to its founda¬ 
tion of unity in diversity. The new government is at 
least an improvement on the old. But 1 don't think that's 
enough. Strengthening the forces of liberation through¬ 
out the Republic will affect the present government 
and will be eertain to remodel it aecording to the needs 
of the future whose birth-pangs we are witnessing. 

• You have been criticised both by sections of the 
public and the Republic's media because of your 
statement on TV about a possible confederation 
with the Republic of Croatia. Could you shed more 
light on this episode? 

Some people objeeted to me linking the possibility of 
future eonfederal relationships between independent 
states to a proeess of demoeratic decision-making after 
the liberation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and others to 
me even mentioning such a possibility. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's identity involves a desire for indepen¬ 
dence and balance towards her neighbours, with an 
openness in proportion to that of her neighbours. 
Bosnia's openness towards the rest of the world is the 
inner legacy of her thousand-year struggle for unity in 
diversity. We are moving towards a European pattern 
of respect for individual peoples and states on the one 
hand, and cultural unity on the other. Serbia and Mon¬ 
tenegro have erected a wall against Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina through their aggression and terrorism, which I 
believe this feature of Bosnia's identity will demolish. 
However, this process will be a long time coming, in 
view of the scale of the killing, destruction and persecu¬ 
tion that these countries have instigated and perpetrated 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosnia and Herzegovina's 
overall openness, however, must stay roughly the same. 
There are no obstacles at present to prevent Croatia and 
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina from estab¬ 
lishing and encouraging relationships on a basis of mu¬ 
tual respect and equality. This is what both sides need, 
and it will also help to stop the painful and distressing 
process of collapse throughout the Balkan geo-political 
region. Such relationships must aim to block all 
Greater-State and fascist plans, but not the true interests 
of the Balkan peoples and democratic states. 

• Bosnia and Herzegovina's armed forces formed 
spontaneously. There has been a lot of worry and 
criticism amongst the Bosnia-Herzegovinian public 
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The front line of the liglit against aggression is always 
in the hands of brave men. who, as anywhere, can have 
different views, natures, and so on. The tempo of war 
doesn't allow you the leisure to make distinctions be¬ 
tween people except as to whose side they're on - the 
one defending freedom, or the aggressor. Individual 
excesses by the side defending freedom should not 
mask an otherwise noble goal. It is sad to say that there 
are incidents of individuals who fail to understand that 
Bosnia's unity in diversity means that every inch of her 
soil belongs inseparably to her Muslims, Croats, Serbs 
and Jews. These elements are sacred and irrefutable, 
and have merged into a single organic tissue. Any at¬ 
tempt to physically separate one ethnic element in¬ 
volves ripping this tissue apart. This is a time to stand 
together for the purposes of defence, not a time to let 
inflexibility and ignorance of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina's inner being gain the upper hand. 

• 1?) view of the humanitarian and militaiy aid offered 
by the Republic of Croatia, which itself has prob¬ 
lems, the cautious and critical stand taken by the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian public and media is a source 
of great worry to the Croatian public. Why are 
things like this? 

In order to answer this rather complex question, we 
need to look at the problem on various levels. The first 
is a general one, Imked to the undeniable and ongoing 
fact that the Croatian and the Bosnia-Herzegovinian 
states share common interests. Even if two separate 
and different peoples were living in the two states, the 
need for close relationships and co-operation would 
still be obvious. But the nature of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's cultural and historical identity means it is 
home to a substantial section of the Croat people as a 
whole. It contains some of Croatia's historical heart¬ 
lands. Bosnian Muslims, though a people in their own 
right, are very close to the Croats and share with them 
Bosnia's medieval heritage. The two peoples have not 
been to war for a long time, and have nurtured a feeling 
of inter-relatedness for centuries. The twin facts of a 
Croatian state on the one hand and a Bosnia-Herze¬ 
govinian state on the other should form a baseline for 
their long-term relationship in the future. However, the 
mutual links between the Croats and the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, which ought to be a major advantage, have often 
been a source of historical misunderstandings. These 
ure especially evident in a certain tension in some 


Cro»l circles abolil ll.e Dosnian Muslim identity and 
the Iirganie link between the peoples that live in Bosnia 

diiced dark and secretive alliances, which woul 
rather not discuss in detail. But they can cause great 
damage to our conlidence in each other, and everyth g 
must be done so as to strengthen the foundations of th 
eonfidence and to put it to more efficien us . 
should not allow the subtle shading 
vidual elements to be denied just because the shock- 
troops of political fanaticism are incapable of seeing or 
understanding them. The outside world must be in- 
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. In Croatia's long-term developmefit plans, espe¬ 
cially for Slavonia, which are being seriously pre¬ 
pared in cooperation with Western bodies and uni- 
versities, one of the key communication links is the 
Adriatic-Baltic line, which connects Southern 
Croatia, via Herzegovina and Central Bosnia, with 
Slavonia and Central and Northern Europe. Have 
the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its 
ministries thought about new economic and trans¬ 
port projects after the war? 


As it's not possible to say yes, whichever government 
we're talking about, instead of saying what has hap¬ 
pened or predicting what might happen, let me point to 
certain dimensions that are crucial to any future devel¬ 
opment plans for Croatia and for Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina. In my view, Osijek and Dubrovnik ought to 
form two of the four main pillars of Croatia's develop¬ 
ment. They are also firm enough to act as supports for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's national development. This 
must be taken into account in any state-level planning 
for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Of course I'm speaking in 
metaphors: after all, the nature of what I'm saying 
needs little justification. However, we shouldn't over¬ 
simplify the complex, multiple and organic links be¬ 
tween the development of both states. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is by its very nature a Mediterranean uni¬ 
ty of diversities, inseparably linked to Croatia, which is 
just the same. 


• Dr. Mahmutcehajic, you lived and worked in Osi- 
jek; for almost a year now, Sarajevo has been in a 
similar state of siege. Osijek came through with fly¬ 
ing colours. Could some of their experience be ap¬ 
plied here? 

It is my great honour and pleasure to see myself as a 
citizen of Osijek as well. In many papers published in 




tlie world’s leading scicnlific Journals, my name ap¬ 
pears beside that ol Osijek University and (he Depart¬ 
ment w hose growth 1 took part in. I experieneed the de- 
stnietion ot Osijek and the sidTcring of my fellow-citi¬ 
zens there as a personal tragedy. The courage and de- 
tcnviinalion of the defenders of Slavonia has crushed 
the desire ot the Greater Serb fascists to create their 
Nazi state on Croatian soil. The more obvious the de¬ 
feat in Croatia became, the more determined the 
Greater Serb Nazis became to defeat the forces of lib¬ 
eration and patriotism in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Their intentions are the same, and they have the same 
future as any evil. If we were to believe that evil has a 
future, this would mean accepting that the whole world 
was senseless. But God didn’t create the world without 
a purpose! The suffering and martyrdom of our coun¬ 
tries, peoples and towns must have a purpose. What 
else could this purpose be than to be freed from slavery 
and violence by means of today’s suffering? 


Interviewer: 
K Perkovic 
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Freedom and 
justice for all 

• I'd like to know a bit more about you and your posi¬ 
tion in the Bosnian government... 

I'm a university lecturer. I've taught at several Euro¬ 
pean universities. I've published scientific papers and 
books. I've studied Bosnian history, culture and poli¬ 
tics. For me, the Bosnian model of unity in diversity is 
a principle whose changing forms I've researched. In 


1991 I was offered the post of Deputy Priirie Minister 
in tlie Government of Bosnia and I (erzegovina. I wjj. 
nessed and took part in some of the most important de¬ 
cisions concerning Bosnia's independence and struggle 
for freedom. Last summer I was appointed Minister of 
Energy, Mining and Industry, which is one of the Gov¬ 
ernment's most complex tasks, if you think of the dra- 
matie changes we're going through. 

• What is your opinion about the Geneva peace talks, 
and do they offer any hope of peace? 

Right from the outset I had little faith in a suecessful 
outcome to the Geneva talks. I didn't expect anything 
from them, although I knew we had to take part. 1 
wrote on several occasions that they were bound to 
fail. Now, I feel, this has become patently obvious. The 
impossibility of the Geneva talks producing results 
stems from the fact that they ignored the cause of the 
Bosnian tragedy. Criminal ideologies and hardened 
criminals have been assigned the status of a "negotiat¬ 
ing party". This puts justice on an equal footing with 
injustice. Ethnic and religious bigotry as a foundation 
for statehood has been given full rights, contradicting 
Europe's entire political experience. Our neighbours 
have been given the right to interfere directly in our af¬ 
fairs of state. Concessions have been made to evildo¬ 
ers. No peace can be reached in this way, and any 
cease-fire that may result from such negotiations is no 
more than a ruse, a chance for crimes to cool and crim¬ 
inals to hide. The politics of Vance and Owen, and of 
those behind them, has no force to guide it, and will 
end up weakening the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and strengthening the forces of its destruction. 


Do you think the Armed Forces of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina are behind the Government in the 
talks in Geneva? 


Speaking in the long term, the negotiations in Geneva 
are futile, but they are vital for us. Most of our country 
is now enslaved. This enslavement, brought about 
through murder, torture and destruction, has prompted 
the noblest elements of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian peo¬ 
ple to organize and fight for the defence and liberation 
of their country. Against us there is an alliance of fas¬ 
cists and mafiosi. In this respect, the Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina are a reflec¬ 
tion of the determination to save and develop the Bosn¬ 
ian model of unity in diversity. Nobody must be sup¬ 
ported in betraying this model, which must be protect¬ 
ed on every foot of our land. 








WhiU about the coiijlict between the Croats and 
Bosiudiis III Central Bosnia? Has any member of 
your Government had any high-level talks about 
this problem ? 


It is iny tiim bclicl tliiit thcic nrc no conllicts between 
Bosnim^ Muslints, Scibs, C?iouts unci Jews. The extrem¬ 
ist cthno-fundamentalist politics of the so-calleci Re¬ 
public of Sqiska and the so-called Croat Community of 
Herceg-Bosna are a rellection and an extension of na¬ 
tionalist politics in neighbouring countries. However, 
it's worth mentioning that the claims of the Greater 
Serb fascists towards Bosnia will only become harsher, 
and that it's vital to have a strategic framework for 
combating them. Unless Croat national politics is in¬ 
cluded in this framework, in the end the Croats will 
have to pay the greatest moral and physical price. So 
it's vital to do all in our power to remove all the forces 
of aggression against the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state 
that at the moment are hiding behind the mask of 
"Herceg-Bosna". 1 believe that this awareness must 
prevail. And this means strengthening the union of 
Serbs, Croats, Muslims and Jews, which forms the ba¬ 
sis of the Bosnian state, to fight destruction and vio¬ 
lence in nay shape or form. Many discussions have 
tackled this problem, and they must continue even 
more decisively. However, the politics of nationalist 
extremism, directed against human rights - which form 
the basis of all other rights, must be steadfastly op¬ 
posed. Complacency will only stimulate them to be¬ 
come even more aggressive. 


(ions, but by concrete support for its forces. In this con¬ 
text, the political goal of Bo.snian Muslims is to stop 
their community politics from splitting away from the 
politics of (he Bosnian state. This must be done in such 
a way as not to abandon ethnic, religious and political 
identity for the sake of Bosnian unity, or vice versa. 
This goal has general and lasting validity. Putting it in¬ 
to practice is now linked to the strengthening of leg¬ 
islative, judicial and executive power at all levels, by 
fighting for the liberation of the occupied territories, by 
the stniggle for sheer survival, by steps towards the re¬ 
turn of refugees, earing for the wounded, investiga¬ 
tions into genocide, and so on. 

• Have you asked any Islamic countries to send arms 
to Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

We are a state under attack. This state is being de¬ 
stroyed along with its citizens and the whole of one of 
its peoples. Our attacker has means and weapons of 
war which even a country prepared for defence would 
find hard to repulse. It is our right to defend ourselves. 
There is no other choice. We have every right to expect 
assistance from all those who are aware of their re¬ 
sponsibility. If Bosnia is not defended, neither is the 
world. Asking all our friends for help is our right, and 
offering such help is the duty of the world community. 

• What overall policy mistakes have been made since 
Bosnia and Herzegovina was recognized as an in¬ 
dependent state? 


• What are the goals of the Muslim community in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

The Bosnian Muslims - also known as Bosnjaci or 
Bosnians - are an ancient European people, who have 
modelled their identity on the eoexistence and inter¬ 
twining of various religious traditions over more than a 
thousand years of Bosnia's history. The identity of 
Bosnian Muslims, therefore, cannot be separated from 
that of Bosnia, and preserving and developing Bosnia's 
identity must be based on equal human rights for all. 
The historical outer forms of Muslim, Serb, Croat or 
Jewish identity, whether idiosyncratic, similar, or con¬ 
trasting, must not be raised to a level where they jeop¬ 
ardize the rights of individuals. But at the moment this 
is just what is happening, supported primarily by cen¬ 
tres of power beyond our borders. Bosnia as a state is 
now under threat from the nationalist and expansionist 
ambitions of highly dangerous ideologies. It must be 
protected against them - not by imposing utopian solu- 


We have expected too much from the world. We have 
not encouraged and marshalled all our internal forces 
decisively enough. We have not made it clear that no 
political party has the exclusive right to represent a 
people. We have not interpreted and organized Bosnian 
politics decisively enough, thus allowing it all too of¬ 
ten to be reduced to three components, of which the le¬ 
gal one was weakened and the destructive and illegal 
ones strengthened. 

• Do you agree with the establishment of ten au¬ 
tonomous provinces in post-war Bosnia and 
Herzegovina? 

The provinces, as suggested by Vance and Owen, are 
only an inept attempt to hide the origins of the Bosnian 
tragedy. Any territorial/administrative system that sup¬ 
ports the plans of the Greater Serb fascists and their al¬ 
lies to deny the organic unity of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina as a political, cultural and historical entity in its 
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Would you agree with giving control to the Serbs in 
municipalities like Novo Sarajevo, Vogosca orllidza? 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina there's not an inch of land 
that could be said to be only Serb, only Croat, only 
Muslim or only Jewish. However, whatever the popu¬ 
lation ratio in a particular town or village, there's no 
shortage of arguments to prove that you can't talk about 
"Serb", "Croat", "Muslim", or "Jewish" rule. Rule of 
government must derive from the right of each individ¬ 
ual to express his or her wishes freely, regardless of 
ethnicity, religion or politics. Democracy and human 
rights stop existing the moment they are forced into an 
exclusively ethnic framework. Hasn't the Bosnian 
tragedy proved this beyond all shadow of doubt? 

• Do you support the idea of a war crimes tribunal 
after the war? 

Until each and every evildoer is brought to justice we 
cannot say we've eliminated the causes of the Bosnian 
tragedy. 


• What would be your comment about reports that 
Serbs still living in Sarajevo are being subjected to 
"ethnic cleansing"? 

The final goal of our struggle is to ensure full human 
rights and freedoms for Muslims, Serbs, Croats and 
Jews throughout the territory of this state, and to free 
ourselves from the expansionist politics of our neigh¬ 
bours in the guise of concern for ethnic rights. The 


Greater Serb fascists want to sec ethnic cleansing 
against the Serbs living in Sarajevo and other pans of 
our country. Their master plan, put into effect by the 
criminal practice of ethnic cleansing throughout the 
territories under their criminal rule, is aimed at provok¬ 
ing reprisals against the Serbs, thus ensuring that all 
territories arc ethnically cleansed. This is something 
we must fight with all available means. Our response 
to crimes must be justice. Without freedom for Serbs 
and Croats there can be no freedom for Muslims. And 
vice versa. Here 1 see a clear reason for the world to 
support the legal authorities in Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, because it was founded and still exists on the basis 
of these principles. Nearly everything else follows the 
way of evil. 


Interviewer: 
M.S. Beelman 
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A politics to fit 
the Bosnian state 


r. Mahmutcehajic, judging from all your texts 
about the Bosnia-Herzegovinian drama, in particu¬ 
lar on the Croat-Muslim relationship, and as the 
most frequently-mentioned "eminence grise" and 
intellectual voice" of Bosnian Muslims, you could 
be seen as today's most competent commentator 
about what s going on in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Would you like to comment on the current situation 
- which, due to the escalation of the Croat-Muslim 
conflict, is looking more and more like a civil war? 

What we re seeing today on the Bosnian scene is actu¬ 
ally the military imposition of political ideologies, in- 






tcluicil 10 I'oroc Bosnia into llio same inabilil\ as its 
peigliboiirs to see tlieii eoiintry as a spaee for people to 
grow iio\eloiv 1 heir policies, based on a ral’t ol 
false premises, are aimed at foisting their o\\ n problems 
on other lands. I his is w hy Bosnia ttulay is. above all 
else, a battlefield of outside inllnenees. which arc aimed 
at manipolating and abusing the cotnplcxiiy of relation- 
sliips within Bosnia. In order to make this possible, 
Bosnia must be broken up gnidually. denying every¬ 
thing that binds and picserves it as an organic unity. 

. In prcsciilinfi Bosnia as a "battlefield of outside in¬ 
fluences", obviously with Serbia and Croatia in 
mind, you risk giving the impression of turning a 
blind eye to Muslim politics, or even proclaiming it 
to be the only truly "Bosnian" politics. Isn't this 
rather strange? 

Bosnian Muslim politics, acting in its community's 
best interests, is based on the premise that only Bosnia 
can guarantee the survival and development of her 
Muslims. And here we must immediately add that 
this premise is enriched (some would say restricted) 
by the view that Bosnia is an organic unity of Croats, 
Muslims and Serbs, which means not a single right 
may be gained by her Muslims at the expense of her 
Serbs or Croats. 

From this point of view Bosnian Muslims see any at¬ 
tack on Bosnia and Herzegovina as a direct attack on 
them and the basis of their existence. At the same time, 
in their struggle for the Bosnian state they are denied 
the right to defend Bosnia as a whole. Instead, they are 
told that they should withdraw to some ethnic statelet 
of their own, only concern themselves with this, and - 
as one historian-cum-politician has put it - imprison 
their community interests within "a little Bosnia . 

• What demands made by the Croats and Serbs do 
you consider to be legal and legitimate? 

Any demands that guarantee life and progress for 
everyone, at all levels, tliroughout Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina. 

A bad plan 

• If this is what is offered by the Vance-Owen plan, 
why are you so adamantly against it? 

I personally think there's a better way, which I also 
think is what any Bosnian in his or her right mind 
wants. Here I'm thinking of all the peoples who live in 
Bosnia, which is why many of us saw the Vance-Owen 
plan as open capitulation to everything thats anti- 


Bosnian, and thus anli-Croal, anti-Serb and anti-Mus¬ 
lim. .As the ('roatian Democrats clearly slated that they 
had no doubt in their minds that the Vancc-Owcn plan 
was a good sohilion, it was only rcidislic (or us to lake 
a step towards a policy where two powerful political 
forces agree to sacrifice something which one of (hem 
advocates. 

This creates conditions for halting aggression and forc¬ 
ing the third side off the battlefield and into negotia¬ 
tions on the .stnicture of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a 
democratic .state. 

However, as you've seen, the Vance-Owen plan still 
didn't suit them, though they were the loudest to begin 
with. It's obvious why, and it fitted in with everything 
I'd expected. 

• Whether hy chance or not, you said at the time of 
the first major conflicts between the Croats and 
Muslims that this was a "period of resurgence for 
Muslim politics"? 

Bosnia and Herzegovina as an independent state with a 
status equal to that of Serbia and Croatia is a precondi¬ 
tion for the survival and development of her Muslims. 
There is no way that Bosnia and Herzegovina can en¬ 
sure such a framework unless it simultaneously guar¬ 
antees the same opportunities to her Serbs and Croats. 

When we're talking about Bosnian national politics, it 
would be only fair to admit that its aims are largely the 
same as those of her Muslims. Bosnian Muslims see 
any attack on the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state as a di¬ 
rect attack on themselves. In my opinion, Bosnian pol¬ 
itics, which reflects the true interests of Bosnia's 
Croats and Serbs, must never become hijacked by any 
politics of ethnicity alone. This, in my opinion, would 
mean the end of Bosnia, and with it a dramatic and 
tragic end to at least a substantial proportion of her 
Serbs and Croats. 

The HVO - an ethnic army 

• Recently, even officials at national level can be 
heard referring to Muslims as "the bedrock of the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state". Does this explain the 
strong bonds of Bosnian Muslims with Bosnia and 
Herzegovina? 

Croats and Serbs are as much the bedrock of the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state as Muslims are. 

• Do you accept the argument which sees the HVO - 
the Croat Defence Council - as a Croatian armed 


force, ami the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a 
Muslim one? 

No. In view of the political agenda that underpins the 
HVO, it is primarily an ethnic army - an army that re- 
llcets a agenda which aims at the creation of an ethnic 
statelet in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Each inch of Bosnian temtoiy is Croat, Muslim and 
Serb, so I fimily believe that its ethnic components are 
indivisible. The Bosnia-Herzegovinian Army, as its 
name says, is an anny which essentially reflects the in¬ 
terests of everyone in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and con¬ 
sequently the interests both of her Muslims and of her 
Serbs. In face of the complex nature of the Bosnian con¬ 
flict, with neighbouring countries pulling strings and de¬ 
struction from within, it is continually being forced, like 
Bosnian Muslim politics generally, into a Muslim 
framework. I firmly believe that this game, anti-Bosn¬ 
ian as it is, has failed to hoodwink the public. The Army 
is truly Bosnian, wide open to her Croats and Serbs. 

• How do you think the Croats or Serbs can accept 
your Army, which is almost one hundred percent 
Muslim, as Bosnian? 

Judging from reality and future trends as regards 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the role of the Army, 
which has been deliberately distorted in the media, the 
Army does not reject pro-Bosnian Croats or Serbs. It's 
their army too. Of course, it's possible to hide any 
truth, at least in part, and I think that the truth about the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian Army, like the truth about 
what's going on in Bosnia and Herzegovina, has been 
kept fairly well hidden. For a year now, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has been under a total information block¬ 
ade, to which, unfortunately, both the HVO and our 
neighbours have contributed. 

• Conflicts between the Bosnia-Herzegovinian Army 
and the HVO are taking place in provinces that 
have been provisionally allocated to the Croats by 
the Vance-Owen plan. Doesn't this fact speak for it¬ 
self? 

I can't answer this question, because I can't accept the 
terms you use. I see Sarajevo as Croatian, like any other 
town in Bosnia, and I can't see that there's a single town 
that couldn't also call itself Muslim. From that point of 
view, in Sarajevo, for example, or Travnik, or wherever, 
there are no eonflicts. There are conflicts wherever the 
so-called Croatian Community of Herceg-Bosna is try¬ 
ing to impose a structure of government that cannot be 
imposed, because it would mean imposing ethnicity as a 


political criterion on the majority of citizens who live 
there. Such a criterion could not even be imposed in an 
mono-ethnic environment. 

• Why has Herceg-Bosna met with .such hostility, as if 
it were seen as permanent, though it is clearly in. 
tended to be only a temporary solution? 

The fact that Herceg-Bosna calls itself provisional says 
nothing about its underlying content. From the very 
outset it was an attempt to impose an ethnic criterion 
on one part of the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
thus laying a foundation for developments that would 
weaken the other parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
prevent Bosnia and Herzegovina from developing into 
an independent state equal to its neighbours. 

• Why has the Bosnia-Herzegovinian Army not sub¬ 
ordinated itself to the HVO in the regions where 
conflicts have arisen? 

This was not laid down anywhere in the Vance-Owen 
plan, and the subordination of the Bosnia-Herzegovin¬ 
ian Army is totally unacceptable, and would only show 
the strategic ambitions of the advocates of partition 
within the HVO and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

• Why is it then that there are no CroaUMuslim con¬ 
flicts where the Muslims are in an absolute majority, 
for example in the Usora valley or the Tuzla region? 

There is full co-ordination at unit command level there, 
unlike in other regions. Wherever there are conflicts, in 
fact, the HVO acts as a separate army independent of 
the state. But the HVO also takes its orders from the 
pseudo-state of Herceg-Bosna, unlike the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian Army, which - remember - is subordi¬ 
nate to the Supreme Command, i.e. the Presidency of 
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

• How far do the Muslims see Central Bosnia as com¬ 
pensation for lost territories in Eastern Bosnia? 

Such an assumption is entirely wrong. The reasons for 
conflict in this region should be seen in terms of an op¬ 
position between two politics - that of the state of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which must be protected to 
enable all its elements to live together in harmony on 
the one hand, and the separatist tendencies within the 
HVO on the other. When I say "separatist", I mean 
their attitude towards Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Unavoidable conflicts 

Even if your arguments against Herceg-Bosna are 
acceptable, in the end its politics has killed no Mus- 



lints- ll''' /x’/'vccv; iwo political con- 

ccpl-'< n-dlly ciioiiyli l<> ■'<P(irk off conflict? 

I have to be very clear about this - the attcaupt to take 
over some of the Republic’s territories, as in Prozor or 
Siolac. is seen by the majority of Bosnia and llerze- 
eovina's population as a land-grabbing bid not much 
clilTerent from conquest by the Greater Serb fascists. 
Look, there has been no mass killing of Muslims, ei¬ 
ther in Trcbinjc or Bilcca. However, if the so-called 
state of Hcrccg-Bosna forces illegal rule on a region 
acainst the will of most of its citizens, isn't it obvious 
that conllict will erupt sooner or iater? 

♦ Is the Bosnia-Herzegovinian Army completely un¬ 
der the control of the Bosnian state authorities? 

Yes. Anti-Bosnian politics secs the Bosnia-Herze¬ 
govinian Army as a key target, because it is an obstacle 
to the desired carve-up of Bosnia and Herzegovina. All 
sorts of allegations have been fabricated with the pur¬ 
pose of destroying the Army from within and from 
without. Among these attempts we can certainly in¬ 
clude the widely-voiced rumour about an attempted 
military coup, which proved to be a total fabrication. 

• The occupation of the ammunition factoty in Konjic 
by the Bosnia-Herzegovinian Army during the re¬ 
cent conflict has pointed to the possibility that one 
of the reasons for the Croat-Muslim conflict is the 
need for Bosnia to develop its own arms industry. 
Do you agree? 

I firmly reject this allegation as untrue. 

The arms industry, as in any other country, is under 
state control in times of peace and war. Since the very 
beginning the aggressor has done everything possible 
to cripple this industry. Nevertheless, the pseudo-state 
of Herceg-Bosna has been trying, with military assis¬ 
tance from the HVO, to take over arms production in 
Novi Travnik, Vitez, Bugojno and Konjic, and to im¬ 
pose its illegal decisions, thus usurping government 
authority over this industry. 

I still think that all the eeonomy of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina should be exploited and developed, whether in 
war or peace, as a complement to the resources and 
economy of the Republic of Croatia, and vice versa. 
Any attempt to impose a different pattern will have 
negative consequences, which will be against the true 
interests of both sides. 

* Could you be more precise ? 


I think the whole of (he Republic ol Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina's industrial capacity should serve the purpose ol 
defence against our common aggressor. Any attempt to 
usurp the authority of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state 
will generate conllict. 

The electricity grid network of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, which complements that of the Republic of Croat¬ 
ia, should definitely be used in accordance with the 
fact that these two countries are inter-dependent. In 
this respect it is not possible to urge autonomy for 
some regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina whilst the 
Croatian Republie is building contacts with other parts 505 
of our Republic. These relationships must be defined, 
developed and protected at inter-governmental level. 


• Who now controls all the arms and ammunition 
factories? 

Most of these factories are under blockade and aren't 
much use in the battle against the common enemy. 

• Was the take-over of the Konjic arms factory need¬ 
ed because this factory was working? 

The conflicts in the Neretva Valley are a consequence 
of the communications blockade, which is felt by 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a noose strangling both the 
state and the people. I'm sorry, but it's quite obvious 
that without free communications from PloCe to the 
North it is impossible for the liberation war to continue 
and the population to survive. The citizens of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina have been brought to the edge of sur¬ 
vival in most parts of their state. Removing these ob¬ 
stacles is the legitimate right of the state and the people 
if they are to survive. If an agreement is not reached ur¬ 
gently on the free passage of goods for defence pmpos- 
es, I fear that the events we're seeing can only get 
worse. But this helps no-one in Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina. We have to reach an agreement. The blockade is 
the work of criminals. 

• You're evading the question - is the occupation of 
the factory a quid pro quo for the road blockade? 

The infantry ammunition factory was never out of the 
control of the legal Bosnia-Herzegovinian authorities, 
but it was well and truly cut off by the road blockade. It 
was working below full capacity. 

• Why were arms and ammunition from the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian arms industry of sold to the HVO at 
grossly inflated prices? 


Factories aren't working 




I've seen plenty of documents about this, but talk of in¬ 
flated prices is ridiculous. Leaving aside arms smug¬ 
glers, ot course. The taking of equipment in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was pure looting. I've also seen illegal 
contracts made by the pseudo-state of Herceg-Bosna, 
which was declared illegal by the Constitutional Court 
of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. They re¬ 
ferred to the purchase of guns which we arc certain 
were intended for the Republic of Croatia. Such agree¬ 
ments arc illegal and unacceptable, because Croatia 
was negotiating with arms manufacturers against the 
wishes of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which 
present Bosnia-Herzegovinian law does not allow. 
Even though we proposed an agreement on joint pro¬ 
duction in this area! 

• You've blamed the fall of Srebrenica on the HVO, 
because its alleged blockade of the arms convoys 
prevented aid from arriving. But didn't the existing 
resources of the arms industry make such convoys 
irrelevant? 

You're wrong. The arms convoys that were forced to 
halt by the HVO were essential for the defence of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and most people in Sarajevo 
see it as a deal between the Chetniks and the HVO, as 
their partner in crime, aimed at breaking Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as a political entity. Because, as I've al¬ 
ready told you, most production is blocked due to lack 
of components, which have to be imported. 


Interviewer: 
Z. Garmaz 
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Bosnia's 
miraculous 
strength (I) 

Belgrade and Zagreb see Bosnia as a space for ex¬ 
pansion, where an imagined borderline can be 
drawn between "all Croats" and "all Serbs". This 
will be possible only if Bosnian Muslims are denied 
and crushed as a political entity... Any cease-fire 
which is not a mere breathing-space to prepare new 
crimes and conquest is acceptable... Any agreement 
on the internal structure of our common state that 
does not destroy or cripple it is acceptable... The 
most dangerous attempts to break up Bosnia come 
from within... The Bosnian Serbs can't be defeated 
in a war, nor the Bosnian Croats, nor the Bosnian 
Muslims. Only the evildoers amongst them can be 
defeated. 

• In a time that demands individual decisions, but al¬ 
so the collective defence of the Bosnian model, 
Oslobodjenje spoke to Dr. Rusmir Mahmutcehajic, 
not only as a member of the Government of the Re¬ 
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but also as a 
man who views today's Bosnia-Herzegovinian dra¬ 
ma in its historical context, from the standpoint of 
the stubborn survival of Bosnian identity. 

Can you, Mr Mahmutcehajic, define the present in¬ 
ternational position of Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

The international position of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has not substantially changed recently, if seen in terms 
of relationships with the leading players on the world 
stage. Bosnia, to use the historical name of the present 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, lies across a geo¬ 
political conflict line between great powers. The con¬ 
flict is especially obvious in the polar opposites of Bel¬ 
grade and Zagreb, which see Bosnia as a space for ex¬ 
pansion, where an imagined borderline can be drawn 
between "all Croats" and "all Serbs". This will be pos- 








jjjbleonly if Bosnian Mnsliins arc ilcniccl and crushed 
as a poI'Ooal entity - whicli in turn assumes tliat all 
gosiiia's Cioats and Stibs must submit themselves to 
(lie will of Belgrade and Zagreb. The key players on 
,lic world scene are also involved, as can be seen from 
(lie close scrutiny and military aid coming from 
gbroad. And they too lollow the same bipolar opposi¬ 
tion. A process is set in motion to break Bosnia down 
into a simple set ol factois, shattciing its organic unity. 
Bosnia is to remain apparently one, but in three parts. 
Which would then automatically fall to the neighbour¬ 
ing states. But despite the overtness and frenzy of these 
tragic processes, Bosnia's whole being is fighting back 
with miraculous resilience. 

The most significant obstacles to such plans can be 
seen, first of all, in the very nature of Bosnian identity. 
The people have firmly expressed their will and readi¬ 
ness to resist partition, for this would lead not only to a 
short-lived and false peace, but inevitably to the loss of 
this shell of a state, which would be abolished as soon 
as convenient. Many actors on the world political stage 
are well aware of this, and the world public is on 
Bosnia's side, forcing the hidden centres of power to 
hide their suspicious or plain malignant intentions in 
"safe havens". The plans of the destroyers of Bosnia 
cannot be accomplished while a single part of Bosnia 
remains, while a single group of people still guard its 
pattern of unity in diversity. Our determination to pre¬ 
serve and strengthen this pattern is a crucial guarantee 
for the liberation of Bosnia, for the right to understand¬ 
ing and help from others. 

• As Europe plays games with Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, are our political leaders in the same league? 

It is very strange that Bosnia, though at the centre- 
point of the world's polarization of power, has never 
built an underlying political system to be passed on, 
like a genetic code, from one generation to another. We 
have plenty of exceptional individuals, but we haven t 
^ political system able to fight the internal and external 
pressures working towards the destruction of Bosnia. 
The dramatic events all round us indicate that individ- 
uals, no matter how exceptional, aren't enough, and 
that we must channel the vital energy of the people in¬ 
to a harmonious and creative political force - looking 
to the future, making a clear distinction between 
friends and enemies, and accepting the fact that the dif¬ 
ferences between political currents give us the re¬ 
silience to defend and develop our unity. Unfortunately 
've have neither defined nor built - at least not widely 


enough - an overall syslem of central government, 
which, however sirotig our etiemies may be, would en¬ 
able us to keep strengthening our position, both from 
within and from outside. 

• What, in your opinion, has caused this about-turn 
in the politics of the international community? First 
they made numerous resolutions pointing to the ag¬ 
gressor and condemning the evildoers, the concen¬ 
tration camps and the ethnic cleansing, only to put 
the aggressor's plan for the division of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on the Geneva negotiating table! 

Why support Bosnia? When I say Bosnia I think of the 
principle of unity in diversity, of political and legal 
continuity, and an unwavering devotion to the protec¬ 
tion of individual and collective rights. This is the 
Bosnia that the world is defending on the basis of its 
own moral obligations, its support for the "new world 
order", the written and unwritten statutes of interna¬ 
tional law, and so on. But these are not the only princi¬ 
ples that govern the politics of international relation¬ 
ships. All too often we see capitulation to brute force, 
to squabbling over present or future spoils, to preju¬ 
dice, hate, and so on. As the well-coordinated activities 
of our neighbours have weakened Bosnia more and 
more, increasingly turning its politics into little more 
than a victim's agonised cries for help » which. I'm sor¬ 
ry to say, isn't politics and so has no profit in it - the po¬ 
litical players of a divided Europe, driven by Realpoli- 
tik, have taken the Olympian view. What I mean is that 
it was much easier for the world to look the other way 
as its principles of ethics and international law were 
being trampled on, than to protect and support the vic¬ 
tim for a long time and with an uncertain outcome. 
Along with this, of course, there's a host of other 
givens of world politics that are far removed from 
ethics and rights. However, a key catalyst is also our 
hesitation and lack of steadfastness in the encouraging 
and defending the Bosnian pattern of unity in diversity. 

• On the eve of the coming negotiations, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has once more, following the well- 
known recipe, been exposed to both military and 
humanitarian pressure. What the country is practi¬ 
cally being asked to do is to legalize occupation un¬ 
der the label of recognizing the "real situation". 
How can this "realsituation" be changed? 

Although the worst misfortune is suffered by those 
who talk about it, the pain and hardship we face today 
should be seen relative to Bosnia's overall history. 
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llieie has been worse and more iineerlain sulTering. 

I liere have been times wlien it seemed that Bosnia's 
veiy being had been llnally erushed for ever, but Bosnia 
managed to rise again, even when it seemed impossible. 

II someone ean call such horrific crimes and unprece¬ 
dented dcstniction throughout Bosnia today a "stmgglc 
lor freedom and justice" for his people, then, sooner or 
later, his people will rise up against him. If someone de¬ 
nies the rights of one of Bosnia and Herzegovina's peo¬ 
ples to a single foot of her land, they have no right to 
call it anything but an conquered section of a single cul¬ 
tural, historical, political and legal entity. The war can 
be stopped by timce, political agreement or sunender. 
Any cease-fire which is not a mere breathing-space to 
prepare new crimes and conquest is acceptable, as has 
been shown on several occasions. Any agreement on 
the internal structure of our comiuon state that does not 
destroy or cripple it is acceptable. Surrender is not ac¬ 
ceptable, for the aggressor is driven by the most 
hideous of crimes - a fact which the Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian people are well aware of, and which, as we 
see, they have resolutely and bravely resisted. 

• Should Bosnia and Herzegovina redefine its mili¬ 
tary strategy and goals and work out exactly who 
are its allies in this struggle? 

One thing's for sure; the Bosnian Serbs can't be defeat¬ 
ed in a war, nor the Bosnian Croats, nor the Bosnian 
Muslims. Only the evildoers amongst them can be de¬ 
feated, which means they will have to pay in person, 
with lives and goods, for siding with demands from in¬ 
side and outside that Bosnia should belong to anyone 
else than the Bosnians. In other words, Bosnian nation¬ 
al politics can draw new life and energy from the prin¬ 
ciple of "Bosnia for the Bosnians"! And this also 
means that it's vital we weld together all our forces to 
defend the citizens and the peoples of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and to build up its persona as a state. This 
alliance must find expression throughout the state sys¬ 
tem, and its unity must form a full framework for indi¬ 
vidual and collective freedoms, political, religious and 
ethnic rights, and enable us to wrest back all control 
over Bosnia at present illegally arrogated by our neigh¬ 
bours, It should enable us to give a steadfast answer to 
the paradox that both our greatest enemies and our 
greatest friends come from the same area. We mustn't 
forget that our neighbours' true nature isn't just a car¬ 
bon copy of the political and other doctrines they've 
swallowed. No good can come to Croats or Serbs from 
ideologies that deny other points of view and shore up 
their flimsy power with crimes against others, just as 


no good can come to the Bosnian Muslim people from 
accepting a political system which sets aggressors and 
evildoers against them. 

• What are the chances of this country escaping the 
Serh-Croat partition agreement - what is in effect 
the Tudman-Milosevic-Owen plan? 

As I've said, Bosnia has undergone much worse trials. 
If Bosnia cannot survive, neither can Serbia or Croatia, 
and all the efforts directed against Bosnia are also di¬ 
rected against the other two states. Of course, short¬ 
sighted observers, caught up in their own evil lies, 
don't realize that the plan they support and rely on will 
sooner or later rebound and smash them too. The an¬ 
swer to this latest carve-up, neither Tudman's nor Milo¬ 
sevic's idea, should be a firm No! - the same No! that 
the Bosnia-Herzegovinian people have always given, 
aloud or under their breath, to all preceding attempts. 
Whatever happened to Cvetkovic and Macek's parti¬ 
tion plan? Or Alexander Karadordevic's dream of dis¬ 
memberment? But the most dangerous attempts to 
break up Bosnia come from within. They must be vig¬ 
orously opposed. Only the betrayal of Bosnia's inner 
being can give these antiquated plans, with new ideo¬ 
logues and henchmen behind them, a chance of coming 
to fruition. 

The advocates of such plans will not vanish, but they 
will find themselves stranded on the firm and solid 
ground of Bosnian unity, whose spirit they can never 
understand. And if all Bosnia were to come under the 
jackboots of these fascists of various trappings, nobody 
with any sense would see it as anything but a passing 
aberration, which the desire for life, justice and free¬ 
dom would shatter sooner or later. 

The Serb-Croat deal centres on depriving the Mus¬ 
lims not only of their state, but of their homes and 
land. What forces in Bosnia and abroad can we 
count on to resist this concept being foisted on us in 
confederal wrapping? 

Home for the Bosnian Muslims is Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina within its historical and internationally-recog¬ 
nized borders, though some of this old European peo¬ 
ple also live in parts of the three adjoining states. The 
enemies of the Bosnian Muslims and of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina aim to crush the Bosnian Muslims as a 
political force and Bosnia and Herzegovina as a legal¬ 
ly-constituted state. They are doing this by putting out 
false claims that Bosnia and Herzegovina is a artificial 




,i.'v of three separate ethnic and territorial entities 
that should be split up tn order to ereate a new political 
stnicture. And along with this they elaim that Serbs, 
Croats and Muslims ean't live together, which is why 
they're at each others' throats, and hence a precondition 
for peace is to separate them. You hear that the Bosnian 
pattern of unity in diversity has been upset and over¬ 
taken by events, and therefore there’s no such thing as 
Bosnian politics any more, and its three separate ethnie 
splinters - Serb, Croat and Muslim - are all that count. 
And so Bosnian Muslims are constantly being forced 
into the pen of "Muslim community politics", cut off 
from the state as a whole, in what is meant to be the last 
death-throes of Bosnian politics. Then Bosnia will no 
longer belong to the Bosnians, but be split between the 
Serbs and the Croats, with the Muslims - the cynicism 
of it! - being tossed their own "little land of Bosnia": 
the same words used by Constantine Porphyrogcnctos 
more than thousand years ago to refer to the embryon¬ 
ic Bosnian statelet. As a result of this trickery, today 
you can even hear Bosnian Muslims say they aren't 
prepared to live with Serbs any more. Such a statement 
might appear deceptively reasonable in some regions 
of Bosnia that have no feeling for the fringes, which, as 
with any phenomenon, express the essence of Bosnia. 
Those who claim that today's Muslims are no longer 
willing to live with Serbs, and who are prepared to ac¬ 
cept their own little Muslim land, would be well ad¬ 
vised to listen to what Muslims from Trebinje, Bileca, 
Gacko, CajniCe, Foca, Bratunac, Zvomik, Visegrad, 
Rogatica, Han Pijesak, Bijeljina, ModriCa, Doboj, 
Banja Luka and so on have to say on this issue. The 
lands under Greater Serb fascist occupation contain a 
part of the Bosnian Muslim being that cannot be cut off 
or transplanted: they are the heritage and homeland of 
about 700,000 of its living members) 

Accepting this proposal would mean admitting there s 
no point in living, and it's a well-known fact that life 
never denies itself. The Muslims, as one of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's peoples, enjoy their own community 
rights within Bosnia and Herzegovina's legal, cultural 
and historical state framework, without denying the 
same rights to her Serbs or her Croats. To defend 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bosnian Muslims, whilst ac¬ 
cepting and recognizing the rights of others in the same 
country, have no option but to forge unity between all 
forces loyal to Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to put up 
the most effective resistance to the destruction of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's state integrity. In so doing, 
they rely, first of all, upon general principles of interna¬ 
tional relationships and the readiness of the intema- 


lional community to defend these principles, while at 
the same time they must develop all possible mecha¬ 
nisms for their own protection in case these principles 
are betrayed at their expense - a risk pointed to not on¬ 
ly by the tragic present, but also by aSl their past. 


Interviewers: 

G. Kftezevic 
and R. Cerimagic 
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Bosnia for the 
Bosnians (II) 

Nobody must prevent Bosnian Muslims from being 
permanently aware of the crimes committed against 
them. Not for the sake of vengeance, but for the sake 
of survival and justice. 

• The drama now afflicting Bosnian Muslims is multi¬ 
dimensional in nature. What do the possible solu¬ 
tions in space offer in the time dimension - that is, 
from the historical point of view? 

A tragedy is only over when only a waste land is left 
after the destruction. Throughout their history, Bosnian 
Muslims have undergone sufferings with few compar¬ 
isons in the history of Europe, Even today many do not 
look at the events they are witnessing in their historical 
context, which is being threatened by the wasteland of 
forgetting. To see the suffering of Bosnian Muslims in 
a wider time-fi:ame, let us look again at the letter which 
the Bosnian Muslims around Kanjiza addressed to the 
world in 1689. After the crimes against the Bosnian 
Muslims throughout the territories between the rivers 
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SilVci and Danube, countless rclugees found shelter in 
and aiound Kanjiza, having lelt behind their homes, 
their towns, their murdered and tlieir dead. I he letter 
reflects their faith in the righteousness of their struggle 
and that God will finally grant them justice. They have 
completely disappeared from these territories but their 
letter, in essence, is little different from the letters that 
we address to the world today. Of the centuries of 
crimes against Bosnian Muslims, we ourselves know 
little, for mental fragmentation and ignorance of self 
have been iavourite tools of enemy repression. Thus 
we are seattered throughout today's world, out of touch 
with each other and with no clear concept of our rela¬ 
tionship towards Bosnia, of whose cultural, historical, 
legal and national continuity they are as much the heirs 
as anyone else. We are a people who number over five 
million, more than half of them in exile. 

The determination with which we defend their rights 
today indicates that we can re-unite our fragmented 
minds and remember our selves again, and thus turn 
our centuries-old tragedy into a wellspring of strength 
and self-defence, founded on a belief in morality and 
justice, but also on an awareness of our enemies and 
our enemies' supporters and schemers in world power 
centres. For the sake of their own survival, Bosnian 
Muslims must find within themselves both a source of 
energy and a way to channel it, in order to put a final 
stop to their suffering symbolized by the time-span 
from Kanjiza, more than three hundred years ago, to 
any Bosnian town today. Nobody has the right to turn 
their head away from the humiliated, the expelled and 
the killed, the destroyed towns and the ruins of every¬ 
thing created in them over the centuries. This is the fate 
that others have decreed for our people, and we must 
stand up against it once and for all, forging a unity of 
all its individuals, past, present and future, and putting 
aside all individual and collective differences whenev¬ 
er faced with even an attempted crime against any one 
of us. Only by taking a united stance against every sin¬ 
gle crime committed against every single member of 
our people, only by a united response, can we avoid 
merely waiting like lambs for the slaughter. Nobody 
has the right to not to get involved in the fight against 
evil. Nobody must prevent all Bosnian Muslims from 
being pennanently aware of the evils committed 
against them. Not for the sake of vengeance, but for the 
sake of survival and justice! 

• Wltat are the issues on which, in your view, the 
Muslim community is united, and where do opin¬ 
ions differ? 


If your question concerned, say, the relationship of 
Bosnian Muslims to their community, religion, 
guage, culture, state and the world, then one answer 
might be: There's general agreement among Bosnian 
Muslims that they are a people in their own right, in the 
same sense as aDl other European peoples, and fate has 
linked their national identity, in this time-frame, to Eu¬ 
rope and what takes place there. Unfortunately, Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims have riot yet created a religious organiza¬ 
tion corresponding to the totality of their identity, i.e, 
an "Islamic community of Bosnian Muslims", regard¬ 
less of where they live and to what country they owe 
loyalty as citizens. Thus it can't be said that amongst 
the politically-aware there's enough awareness and 
agreement on this. But there is overwhelming agree¬ 
ment by the majority of Bosnian Muslims that their 
language should be called by its historical name, re¬ 
gardless of its similarities or differences with the same 
language as used by others, for they see this as a pre¬ 
condition for the education of their people within the 
framework of a culture they see as their own. 

The greatest disagreements are between understand¬ 
ings of the relationship between ethnos and state. The 
Muslims defend Bosnia as their state, and in this de¬ 
fence they are definitely the most numerous victims, 
though at the same time they consider it to be the state 
of Bosnian Croats ai^d Bosnian Serbs equally. Faced 
with the fact that Bosnia's enemies are striving to split 
her into a "Bosnia of the Croats", a "Bosnia of the 
Serbs" and a "Bosnia of the Muslims", thus denying 
the principle of a "Bosnia of the Bosnians", her Mus¬ 
lims often feel inadequately protected by the institu¬ 
tions of state; thus some of them try either to replace 
these institutions with new ones, or to force a content 
on them that is unacceptable to others. There's no clear 
relationship towards the power-structures in the out¬ 
side world either, with little discrimination between 
hand-wringing sympathy on the one hand, and power 
and decisiveness to do something on the other. 

• Europe supports a confederal structure with one 
hand, thus exerting pressure on Muslims to estab¬ 
lish their own ethnic state, whilst at the same time 
expressing its fears of such a Muslim state in the 
heart of Europe. How do you explain this? 

Today's talk of confederations and federations is lik® 
discussing a cradle when the mother and father haven t 
yet met, or are long past child-bearing age. The firsl 
question is: What in Bosnia is there to force into a con¬ 
federal or federal framework? For nobody has a clc^*^ 




idea what entities the louls ol war and jieaee in 
ourcoiiiitiy would allegetlly he ready to aeeepl. Every¬ 
thing' even the supeineial dialls ol this division into 
jntcr-rehitcd parts, elearly indieates that this is the way 
to re-start the war, though the attaekers of Bosnia 
might perhaps take a temporary break from their 
crimes to support their elaim that Bosnia ean be divid¬ 
ed into "three ethnie entities". As long as there is a 
Bosnia-Hcrzegovinian state, the puppet-masters and 
their henchmen of the Greater Serbian and Greater 
Croatian grand plans will keep trying to destroy it. 
Bosnian Muslims fonii a serious stumbling-block, so it 
is vital to find allies for their plans amongst the Mus¬ 
lims and in the outside world. And such an alliance will 
be judged successful insofar as its attempts to achieve 
undeniable ethnic rights can produce a political frame¬ 
work unacceptable to the outside world. Any accep¬ 
tance by Bosnian Muslims of a ethnic or religious state 
would give the evildoers a substantial boost in the pur¬ 
suit of their ultimate goals. Therefore the answer to 
such offers must be decisive and clear: Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is a democratic state, where full human 
rights are granted to all, regardless of political, reli¬ 
gious or ethnic allegiance. 

You see, the London Conference was intended to lay 
the foundations for a solution to the Bosnian tragedy. 
The leading role was given to David Owen, who thinks 
he is no answerable to no-one. Have any of his activi¬ 
ties since then improved anything in Bosnia? Is Bosnia 
today, with all his assistance, any closer to peace? Has 
anything he has done helped to alleviate the suffering 
of a single individual? Do we then have to keep quite 
in face of everything he has done, offering the outside 
world chaos instead of clear insight, offering Bosnians 
yet more suffering instead of peace? 

I'm not saying all this to avoid answering your ques¬ 
tion, but to point to some aspects of the situation we re 
in. In my view, in the long run the attackers of Bosnia 
don't want a confederation, nor a federation, nor ethnic 
partition. Their aim is, as I've already said, to destroy 
the political identity of the Bosnian Muslims and then 
to destroy the Bosnian state, in order to create two new, 
"Greater" states. Any proposals for ethnic division ac¬ 
cording to any consistent principle (population-struc- 
ture of inhabited settlements, real-estate ownership, 
and so on) would meet with violent hostility from the 
''cry people who are attempting to destroy Bosnia to- 
^y. How else can we explain the massacre and harass- 
nient of the Muslim population, the destruction of 
niosques and cemeteries, the concentration camps and 


the miiny oilier evils? And Ibis, like any criminal goal, 
lias lo be Jnsliried - by persuading the world that there's 
a Muslim thrcal. Meanwhile, the Muslims arc to be 
persuaded to accept Just what the aggressors say the 
whole war is being waged for. Evil is the opposite of 
truth, and therefore it can never be justified by truth: it 
can only be a tangle of inconsistencies, because it is 
based on lies. The fact that the aggressors in Bosnia en¬ 
joy support from the outside world can only be ex¬ 
plained by lack of moral responsibility, shown in the 
belief that evil can be made to disappear by giving in to 
it and looking the other way. Hence the present realis¬ 
tic solution". But only short term solutions can come 
from accepting the effects of evil. 

• Although from the very beginning of the onslaught, 
the whole world strongly condemned the withhold¬ 
ing of water, electricity, fuel and food as weapons of 
war, these very weapons are being used to put pres¬ 
sure on Bosnia and Herzegovina. What is the pre¬ 
sent situation in this respect? 

Many people are trying to answer this question whilst 
forgetting the nature of the war and its goals. The ag¬ 
gressors against Bosnia don't see the suffering of the 
Bosnians as the end result of their criminal schemes. 
Their goal is the destruction of Bosnia and the Bosni¬ 
ans, while the most important step towards the realiza¬ 
tion of this goal is the complete destruction of the po¬ 
litical identity of Bosnian Muslims. The cities, towns 
and villages of Bosnia have not only been attacked and 
besieged in order to deprive their populations of water, 
food, energy, and so on. This has been done so that in 
these towns there will no longer be any Bosnians. All 
this is only a back-up to their tanks, artillery, mortars, 
small-arms, and so on. It's vital to keep talking to the 
perpetrators of these evils, which are no longer a secret 
to anyone, but there's no sense or use in expecting a 
criminal to give up crime and show mercy towards his 
victim. Those who fail to see a criminal purpose in the 
criminal onslaught against Bosnia, with water, food 
and energy supplies used as weapons of war, and so 
think such a purpose doesn't exist, should be thanked 
for their kindness in giving hidden support to the ene¬ 
mies of Bosnia. This, I must admit, isn't as substantial 
an evil as what our enemies are doing, but it does show 
them in a light they would prefer not to be seen in. 

• The Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina has 
been acting for quite a while without the Prime 
Minister, without two Deputy Prime Ministers (one 
of whom can be excused because is ill in hospital) 


and without five Ministers, one of them the Minister 
of Defence. Has there been an adequate response to 
these absences? 

No! What's left of the Government, which has been ac¬ 
tive in this period, has raised the same question on sev¬ 
eral occasions, with proposals being put to the Presi¬ 
dent to clarify this issue and fill the vacancies. 1 per¬ 
sonally think that all the organs of administration need 
to be restored and strengthened as soon as possible at 
all levels, thus putting the Assembly of the Repubiic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina back in its proper place. 


Interviewers: 

G. Knezevic 
and R. ferintagic 
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Bosnia 


B osnia is a spiritual and cultural template of the 
highest order. It is a means of promoting the 
sanctity of individuals, and of building up the 
community not by denying this sanetity, but by protect¬ 
ing and encouraging it even more effeetively. Looking 
at Bosnia from the viewpoint of Orthodoxy, Catholi¬ 
cism and Islam, they are present as three separate holy 
traditions of the Same One, or as three separate ways to 
the Same One. They are separate, diverse, but indissol¬ 
ubly linked to the unity of the world. Thus as soon as 
one denies the sanctity of the others, it stops being 
what it is. When Orthodoxy becomes an instrument of 
political power which denies the rights of Catholics 
and Muslims, it also denies itself, and becomes a crime 
against the sanctity of the individual and his or her 
right to freely follow his or her individual path. When 
Catholicism backs exclusive rights for Catholics any¬ 
where in the world, thus subjugating others, it is no 
longer true to its original purpose. When Islam is used 
to exclude the rights of individuals and communities 
with their own paths and laws, those who see Islam in 
such a light deny its status as "the way of God". 

Since the world, from beginning to end, is a unity of di^ 
versities, to deny people the right to live together, with 
each individual and each community freely choosing 
the tradition it wishes to believe in, is incitement to 
crime, and a crime itself. 

The whole of Bosnian history bears witness to an effort 
to establish and maintain the right of an individual and 
a community to belong to one of the underlying holy 
traditions. And all the derived forms of this allegiance 
have their ways to freedom. But because freedom, as 
the right of an individual and a community to what 
^ay be different, also restricts the rights of other indi¬ 
viduals and communities, the Bosnian pattern is a 
Soarantee that the world can exist in its original form. 

Bosnian Muslims are under attack today and their exis- 
•^ce under threat. The aggressor wants to deprive 
6m of their most effective weapon of defence - loyal- 
the Bosnian pattern - and reduce their struggle for 
^■^ival to a denial of the rights of others to "their own 
and law". Bosnian Muslims are thus allegedly par- 


licipating in llic destriiclioii of Bosnia as a spiritual and 
cnlliiral model based on llic holy tradition ol Islam, 
riicy arc thus allegedly betraying their duty as 
"Guardians of Bosnia", which makes them a people 
with an important mission and a honourable future. 

Bosnian Muslims arc faced today with crimes carried 
out by gangs of murderers, inspired and instructed by 
mankind's darkest experiences in persecuting people 
just because they belong to a different race, group or 
religion. This crime is disguised by ostensible alle¬ 
giance to Croat, Serb or Montenegrin nationhood. But 
it really indicates that evil has been sown in the hearts 
of these "nations". It is the worst of all diseases, which 
they must either cure or accept as fatal. 

As a high-point of faith, culture and civilization, 
Bosnia has, just like anything precious, been attacked 
by many below it. It does not have the right to lower it¬ 
self to the level of those who say they will give up their 
criminal obsessions once they have got a bit higher. It 
has its allies and helpers in the aspirations of people 
world-wide to raise their awareness and faithfulness to 
their own identity, an awareness that clearly shows the 
unity of all those truily human. 

In Bosnia's being there is an energy that makes her 
Guardians more inventive and strong than the destroy¬ 
ers and murderers, because this being is closer to the 
Truth, which is good in itself, and therefore indestruc¬ 
tible, no matter how ferocious the onslaught of evil. 
This energy must be nurtured and channelled by the 
Guardians of Bosnia, because it is a way of devotion to 
tradition, be it the way called Islam, Orthodoxy or 
Catholicism. Any "national" allegiance breaks faith 
with the spiritual and cultural manifestations of its un¬ 
derlying religion when its political plans deny others 
their rights. 
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Destroying and 
building the state 


They kill. And harry. Destroy our towns. And burn. 
Dishonour our W'omen. And rape. 


T hese are only the most obvious effects of the 
plan of the war against Bosnia. The plan, how¬ 
ever, is based on at least three elements. Only 
the first has been visible from the outset: the whole 
country is to be violently subjugated by military force. 
The second has revealed itself through the actions of 
the first; to stir up and exploit those who work evil at 
the very heart of the state, who are inevitably hand-in¬ 
glove with the agents and perpetrators of the criminal 
crusade against Bosnia, though they wear different la¬ 
bels and insignia to those of the overtly anti-Bosnian 
shock-troops of evil. The third remains hidden, though 
no longer invisible, but is certainly the most malignant: 
to provoke and exploit the treachery and weakness of 
those who have sided with Bosnia's attackers. By this, 
the centres of evil and hatred against Bosnia intend to 
weave a web of lies that will turn one people against 
another, one religion against another, one politics 
against another, thus making the people feel that their 
army is not their own and their own rule is impossible, 
thus sparking off internal splits and conflicts. 


^Bosnia is a land of organic unity in diversity, what 
Ise could haye been expected from the attempts 
round its borders to establish states where ethnic alle- 
iance becomes the exclusive dimension of the state? 
ny attempt to raise the collective above the sanctity 
f the human individual is in itself a negation of the 
Dllective. When the blurred ideal of Greater Serbia, a 
ind for all Serbs, took shape as a real-life state, then 
11 individuals told to submit themselves to this plan 
ecame its tool. Since no free person can be a tool of 
av plan Greater Serbia and everything similar to it is 
contraiction and a denial of human freedom. And 
.is also gives room for the release of chaos, where the 
arkest Lccs of human nature hold sway. The flag- 
arers of these plans, the leaders of fascist hordes, are 
e most malignant of creatures, and their words only 


serve as a cover for their evil. Against them are tho.se 
who believe in the sanctity of life and in the unity of 
(he Creator and Creation, who must resist the tempta¬ 
tions of "both evil and good", who are aware of the ef¬ 
fects of cveiy grain of good or evil done. Such faith in 
awareness supports the possibility that holy traditions, 
despite their diversity, may be connected to one centre. 


Bosnia’s whole history is a guarantee of unity in diver¬ 
sity This unity is linked to the Christian tradition by 
the Messiah named Christ, with the tradition's two 
forms. Orthodoxy and Catholicism. Her history is also 
linked to «he path known as Islam, and thus points and 
bears witness to the fact that divisions are mere illu¬ 
sions when viewed from life's seeret centre. Hence the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state cannot aspire to a goal so 
rigid that the sanctity of humanity becomes lost. It is a 
means by which an individual avoids becoming shack¬ 
led to errors that serve ghosts and phantoms, and not 
only oneself. 


So to find a Justificatior? for the shackle of utopianism, 
you need to rid your borders of everything that is dif¬ 
ferent and whose shadow shows the true measure of 
your utopian towers built on fascist foundations. This 
is why Bosnia must be tom apart, by bullet or by knife, 
so as to dream, amidst the dust and rubble, that vio¬ 
lence has some purpose. But as ordeal by evil can ei¬ 
ther result in a wasteland or the strengthening of the 
good, we who have accepted Bosnia's fate are now face 
to face with the effects of this violence, which can lay 
waste or strengthen our own inner selves. If Bosnia is 
to be carved up into three separate Bosnias; one for the 
Serbs, one for the Croats and one for the Muslims, then 
the whole world is doomed to the fate of Jajee and 
Foca. The whole world will have to choose between 
the resoluteness of Gorazde and Gradacac, or the fall 
of Bijeljina and Bosanski Brod. 


All defenders of Bosnia who have been identified and 
taken over by the secret plans of the fascists, are 
doomed to serve her enemies or to disappear. Today 
they are racked by suffering and tears, sensing the vic¬ 
tory of the forces that dwell in the inner depths of 
Bosnia's being. The seconds of the eleventh hour are 
ticking away at every level of Bosnia's age-old multi¬ 
layered being, past and present. Those who labour in 
the vineyard, though they come last, they have a right 
to their master's sympathy, teaehes the Messiah, son of 
Mary/Maryam. In the labour of those coming now, the 
state of Bosnia rises from the numbness of centuries. 






iiid fervour deserts the lascist warriors waist-deep in 
J'lood and lire throughout the land of Bosnia. 


accord has been foisted on Bosnia, by which its 
wholeness is to be split into three parts. But surely all 
the e.xperienccs we gone through, all of Bosnia's mur¬ 
dered witnesses, must forbid the possibility of such a 
plan being canned out! 


The Bosnian army and Bosnian state stand with us and 
in us today, and before these others. They do not exist 
and do not act for themselves. Their goal is to survive, 
for the killing, persecution, destruction and humiliation 
to result not in a wasteland, but an acceptance of des¬ 
tiny as something to be transiormed into a sense of 
self, into a structure that will survive and grow, de¬ 
stroying and drowning the tide of evil. 


In his dark speech, delivered at night in the grim at¬ 
mosphere of Belgrade Airport, Dobrica Cosic repeated 
that both he and Franjo Tudman have re-confinned 
their asreement that the only solution for Bosnia is a 
"confederation of three ethnic communities". Grim and 
tired, this high priest of ignorance of the human Self, 
this Serb seeker after the spell of a Disneyland built to 
the Fuhrer's pattern, repeats a statement from the dark 
depths of Europe's unconscious. Since his model im¬ 
plies destroying and ripping apart the fibres of Bosnia's 
unity, he, his fellow-thinkers and his soldiers show the 
true contours of their criminal plan; everything in 
Bosnia that unites history, races and religions must be 
destroyed. In Bosnia dread must be sown in the hearts 
of all those whose thoughts are not based on hatred and 
the darkness of nationalist-oriented religion. Therefore 
support must be given to the slashes of the faseists at 
the living tissue of the Bosnian state, falsely calling 
these wounds a desire for ethnic rights, freedoms and a 
constitution that will ensure stability instead of the pre¬ 
sent chaos. Every attempt to stand up against Greater 
Serb fundamentalism must be called a threat to the 
world and invested with their own sick image of reality. 
Because if Bosnia survives as a land of Muslims, Serbs 
and Croats, as a country of all its people, then Serbia as 
a land only of the Serbs, or Croatia as a land only of the 
Croats, cannot last, because people live there who ave 
the right to be neither Serbs or Croats. If they are enie 
this right, Serbs and Croats are denied the right to be a 
people among peoples, men among men. But our po it 
ical stage is at present only a podium for the pat etic 
rehearsal of fascist power-lusts, which trample on peo 
pie like grapes in wine-vats. 

But for a person's fear to become as a handful of dust, 
be must run the gauntlet of the ultimate in evil an tor 
ror. What can still frighten us, when, all around us, the 
best die at the hands of the worst? Have they any un 
tapped reserves of strength to destroy us in a final bru 
tal onslaught? No! Many are beyond fear, moving to- 
wards the soaring vision of Bosnia as a safeguard of 
the day they answered the question: Am I not your 

Sustainer?" 


Bosnia recognizes her true self in the resolute gaze of 
her warriors who sacrifice themselves in the fight 
against war. Bosnia is being built again in the depths of 
her self, to safeguard and promote her mission from 
world to world. 



Mapping out evil 


I f the Copts in Egypt, say - monophysitic Christians 
living side by side with their Muslim compatriots - 
rose and said they wanted to have their own eth¬ 
nic/religious state, would Boutros Boutros Ghali then 
say that such a request was acceptable to the interna¬ 
tional community? Though what holds for one case 
does not always hold for others, if he were to say yes, 
this would be a message to Cyrus Vance that it would 
be reasonable to consider a request from the African- 
Americans for an ethnic state on the grounds of their 
own ethnic identity - in New York, say, on their own 
ethnic territory. On the same basis, we could suggest to 
David Owen that we call an international conference to 
discuss the setting up of an ethnic Irish state in Lon¬ 
don, including the question of its borders. As a re¬ 
minder, there are several million Copts living in Egypt, 
several million African-Americans in New York, and 
several million Irish in London. And they all live side 





by side with others who live tliere. like Ilosiiiiiii Serbs 
and Croats live side by side with her Muslims. 

Building a world does imply dismantling old and dc- 
ciepit SN stems. But this is something difTerent from the 
demolition job that Bosnia has been subjected to. But 
Bosnia, as a living model of unity in diversity, has not 
only proved indestnictible, but also even more indis¬ 
pensable to both Serbs and Croats. The notion that Ser¬ 
bia and Croatia can be exclusively mono-ethnic states 
only rubs salt into the unhealed w'ounds of Europe. For 
18 structure and politics of the Croatian Republic 

are to reach into Bosnian territory', then Serbia should 
have the same rights - not only vis-a-vis Bosnia, but 
over Croatian territory as w'ell. And this would also en¬ 
courage demands for the ethnic unity of all Bosnian 
Muslims, including those in Serbia, the Sandzak, 
Slavonia, Montenegro, and so on, w'here they have 
been living for centuries and w'here their heritage lies. 
This could be done on the principle of laying waste 
their ancestral homelands, in the same way that the fa¬ 
natics and thugs have used their military superiority as 
a means to tiy to destroy Bosnia. For this is what we 
are really talking about; we need to stress the fact that 
our stance and our struggle to defend the state of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have a firm basis in ethics and 
an aw'areness of the world order. We have no option but 
to say a resounding "no" to anything which might 
threaten this basis. We have no right to any other an¬ 
swer, since we have experienced all too well Cosic's 
warped understanding of individual and community 
rights. His "Bosnian confederation", upon which he 
claims he and Tudman are fully agreed, shows that he 
accepts and recognizes that he is not the president of a 
state, but rather the political or spiritual head of all the 
Serbs. In this, at least to himself, he can justify his 
blindness to the rights of the Bosnian Muslims, Albani¬ 
ans, Hungarians, Gypsies, Montenegrins, Vlachs and 
others, who form significantly more than a third of the 
population of the state whose President he is supposed 
to be. In being deaf to the rights of the others, might he 
be forcing them to look to another state and another po¬ 
litical figurehead to protect and champion their indi¬ 
vidual and community rights? 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is an independent state. But it 
is more than that. It is a repudiation of the graven im¬ 
ages of human plans, state ideologies, racial illusions 
and all other deceptions which aim at turning man into 
a mere soulless tool for the pursuit of evil goals. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina has experienced crime, and 
stood up against it with dignity and steadfastness. The 


shiut’htcrcd llioiisaiids beat witness to this message. No 
one will have the strength to stop Bosnia's warriors in 
their determination to light evil and punish the evildo¬ 
ers. From the depths of their true selves they have de¬ 
clared war on war. The future of our struggle for 
Bosnia is as certain as the future of the world. Whatev¬ 
er supports the existence of a world order also supports 
our struggle against evil and the evildoers. 

In the end - I'll say it again - any talks and agreements 
that stand a chance of saving even a single human life 
arc acceptable. But nobody should ever forget that the 
source of the crimes against us and against Bosnia lies 
in the plan for an ethnic statelet carved by violence out 
of the living body of Bosnia. Murder, rape and destme- 
tion have been halted throughout our country by the 
lives laid down by our martyrs, and nobody can defend 
or forgive the evildoers. There is no reason why every 
avenue should not be explored, but of one thing there is 
not a shadow of doubt: our suffering and pain have 
their source in the plans and campaigns to make 
Bosnia - even just a fragment of it - exclusively "Serb". 
There is only one answer: Bosnia cannot be divided, 
even if it means a long, determined struggle to root out 
every last shoot of evil from our soil. 

Our message to all those who dream of "confedera¬ 
tions" is to look at the maps of their smaller or greater 
homelands, and then, for the sake of self-awareness, to 
sketch in the wasteland that will take the place of hu¬ 
man rights once the borders of their utopias have been 
drawn. As for us, the graves of our martyrs speak clear¬ 
ly enough about the evil and the evildoers, and give us 
the steadfastness to continue our struggle. 
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The fate 
of the Sandzak 

and its lily 

T he texts that underpin and explain today's 
Greater Serb aggression against Bosnia and 
Herzegovina have come into existence during a 
period of over two centuries. They start from the as¬ 
sumption that, in order to create a Greater Serbia, there 
must first be a "pure and exclusive national core". This 
is to be a "safeguard for all Serbs". All territories where 
Serbs live, regardless of their population structure and 
historical identity, are seen by these sources as primar¬ 
ily or exclusively "Serb", while others who live on 
there are classified into historically Serb, potentially 
Serb, or foreigners. 

Since the region that the Serbs share with the Croats, 
Bosnian Muslims, Albanians, Montenegrins, Hungari¬ 
ans and others is a mosaic of different cultural, histori¬ 
cal, sovereign and legal entities made up of individual 
ethnic wholes, the strategists of Greater Serb fascism 
have given "the Serb national core" the role of strength¬ 
ening everything that supports their plan and weaken¬ 
ing and destroying everything that is against it. Thus 
cultural, historical and political entities like Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, the Sandzak, Kosova, the Vojvo- 
dina, and so on, must be split into many parts, which 
would then form the raw material for building a 
Greater Serbia. The same is to happen to peoples like 
the Croats, the Montenegrins and the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims. They are simply to be fragmented into a series of 
separate mutually-opposed groups, with mistrust and 
conflict sown amongst them, in order to destroy their 
resistance to the Greater Serbia fascist plan. 

^ for the Bosnian Muslims, an ancient European peo¬ 
ple who have lived for centuries, as an ethnic and cul¬ 


tural whole, in today's independent states of Croatia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and 
Macedonia, Greater Serbia and her direct and indirect 
allies are trying to divide them into Bosnians, Gorans, 
Montenegrins, Herzegovinians, Serbs, Sandzakians, 
Croats, Yugoslavs, and so on. Today, whilst a crucial 
war rages for the survival of the Bosnian Muslims and 
an independent Bosnia and Herzegovina as its guaran¬ 
tee, the visible and invisible centres of the aggressor's 
power, supported by the mafioso Jogic of moral crip¬ 
ples and traitors, are planting and stirring up negative 
attitudes towards the people of the Sandzak. As the 
Bosnian Muslims who live in the Sandzak, cruelly di¬ 
vided between Serbia and Montenegro, have long suf¬ 
fered a persecution with few historical precedents, they 
realize more clearly than others the crucial importance 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a state of equal rights for 
its citizens and peoples. They see in the Bosnian pat¬ 
tern of unity in diversity a guarantee against the pesti¬ 
lence of Greater Serb fascism, and so their presence in 
the front line of the battle for Bosnia and Herzegovina 
is only understandable. They bear witness, both for 
themselves and others, to the inner identity of the 
Bosnian Muslims, a people of whom they know they 
are part, and in whom they see a future of safety and 
growth. Thus it is no surprise that the intention of our 
enemies is to reduce this section of the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim people to the status of a historical footnote, and to 
set them against other sections of the same people, 
whom they call Sarajevans, Herzegovinians, and so on. 
But the Greater Serb fascists can no longer count on 
the power of their fellow gangsters, and the nad’vcte 
and the political and military inferiority of the Bosnian 
Muslim people. The crimes, humiliation and destruc¬ 
tion wreaked by the Greater Serb fascists are revealing 
things about them that were once well hidden. A world 
alliance is forming to fight this evil. Unity amongst the 
Muslims in their motherland of Bosnia and Herzegov¬ 
ina, and all the regions where they have settled, is crys= 
tallising as a response to violence and treachery. The 
Sandzak and its people form, undeniably and always, 
one of Bosnia's lilies, not only for historical, cultural 
and linguistic reasons, but also because of the hundreds 
of martyrs and thousands of warriors who have borne 
witness throughout Bosnia to the unity of our being 
and our fight for human rights, for our survival and for 
our future. 

The ancient note written in the margin of a Bosnian 
manuscript, telling of the scribe's brief doubt about the 
meaning of the word krin - lily - points to the Sandzak 
people as standard-bearers of our struggle, where the 



words (or lily - krin, zambak, liljau - nil mean the same: 
a war against war, Bosnia as a imily ol'diversilies and 
as a means ol achieving human rights and freedoms. 
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A change 
of direction 

I n Bosnia the fires of hell are raging. The air rings 
with the cries of the slaughtered and humiliated. 
And words, that precede and follow everything, 
cast their poisonous shadows. A question is put to us: 
"War or peace?" But Bosnia has not been given the 
choice. The break-up of old Yugoslavia offered Bosnia 
either an imposed and unwanted version of its own col¬ 
lapse, or the lethal embrace of a new Yugoslavia, 
where the youth of Bosnia were to die for Greater Ser¬ 
bia and her borders, to hack apart the body politic of 
Croatia, to crush the Albanians' hopes of achieving hu¬ 
man rights and community freedoms. Bosnia was, by 
its very nature, subjected to a war it could not resist. 
This is why today's question, today's choice between 
war and peace, is actually a choice between life and 
death. Bosnia has been allotted death, both from out¬ 
side and by treason from within. Now it is being asked 
to accept this death. In return, it is offered a veil to cov¬ 
er itself with. An answer to this question was demand¬ 
ed in Lisbon and Brussels, in London and Geneva, in 
Jeddah and Dakar and other places, all outside Bosnia. 
As if no-one had faith in the strength at the heart of 
Bosnia's being. As if she were powerless to defend her¬ 
self against her own extinction. The world is numbed 
and dizzy from turning its head to those who are trying 
to undo the Bosnian knot from the outside. Everything 
we have now stems from our own opposition to the war 
we were forced to fight. Nobody has ever given us any- 


Ihinu cssciKial. Wc have paid for it all with our own 
blood We have revealed to our.scivcs something we 
did not know about ourselves before: that deep in 
Bosnia's being there is a wcllspnng ol strength, surging 
with the unstoppable force of justice and freedom that 
will crush injustice and vtolence. 

Now that we are recovering from a long illness, long 
enough to diagnose it from our own wounds, we now 
know for definite that we were wrong to look to exter¬ 
nal powers instead of looking to ourselves. There is 
chaos all around us; in it, treachery and vacdlation, 
suspieion and apathy flourish. We are being offered yet 
another Geneva solution, a treaty with men who cannot 
be tmsted ever again. But the Geneva map-makers and 
the signers of this eonstitutional death^sentence for 
Bosnia's thousand years of unity in diversity forget one 
thing: enough people live in Bosnia who know her 
mission in the world, enough people who can see a sim 
gle essence beneath the different religious and ethnic 
exteriors, who know that different races and religions 
stem from the One, and that any attempt to make this 
diversity into a source of sufferir^g and evil is denying 
the Will of the One. 

From the false options - war or peace - we are now be¬ 
ing offered, the suffering we have gone through must 
lead us to choose a change of direction. Those loyal to 
the Bosnian model must look resolutely to themselves, 
summon up their own inner energy, and raise it to such 
a level of power and creativity that support from out¬ 
side makes sense, instead of being mere sympathy or 
pity for those who lay themselves down to die or wail 
over the bodies of the dead. Because if there is not 
enough statehood today in the old quarters of Sarajevo, 
in Hrasnica, Konjie and Pazaric, Kiseljak and Visoko, 
we are merely inciting crime by blaming others more 
than ourselves and demanding more from others than 
we do from ourselves. We must declare a great war 
against our own weaknesses, bringing the war imposed 
on us down to size and enabling us to defeat the war¬ 
mongers and root out their progeny. Since a state at 
war is personified before all else by its army, let us turn 
our anny into a true force for justice. Let us have as our 
leaders those who know the Bosnian message and have 
witnessed it with their own lives. Let us crush and pun¬ 
ish all traitors and racketeers, so they cannot become 
our judges. 

Our enemies are united in their evil plans and deeds. 

e, however, are divided in our justice and our noble 
intentions. In being divided we unconsciously serve 






(lieaims of our muidcrors, enabling them to eome elos- 
us and triek us with weasel words about a ehoiee 
lietwcen war and peaee. Let us therefore reeoneile our- 
jelvcs with the fact that there ean be no reeoneiliation 
\vith evil and evildoers. 

We should turn from looking to Geneva to looking to 
YogoSca, from a preoccupation with the opinions of 
the criminals and hypocrites amongst our neighbours 
to a preoccupation with the opinion of the comman¬ 
ders from GoraMe and Mount ZuC; from the worries 
of the Geneva negotiators to the tears of the mother 
over the grave of her martyred sons, from constitu¬ 
tional theatrics to the centuries-old experience of liv¬ 
ing together... 


Although Bosnia is a land between worlds, eveiyone 
now has to choose between vacillation and resolute¬ 
ness, between the defenders and the traitors. If the de¬ 
struction of Bosnia stems fi'om an alliance of force and 
unholy ideology, then its defence must be based on 
force and the ideology of justice. And this means re¬ 
jecting everything that excludes diversity - and every¬ 
thing that means responding in equal kind, directly or 
indirectly, to Greater Serb or whatever fascism. Any 
exclusiveness - be it Croat, Serb or Muslim - in Bosnia 
must be met with confidence and with determination to 
preserve our organic unity, which can be threatened but 
not destroyed. 

If the root of Bosnia and Herzegovina's present tragedy 
is the desire of her neighbours to prevent her establish¬ 
ing her historical and internationally-recognized bor¬ 
ders, the aggressors and destroyers of Bosnia are man¬ 
aging, through sleight-of-hand and trickery, to reduce 
the tragedy to a question of "internal borders". Thus the 
cause of the tragedy is offered as its solution. Yet we 
should know that any internal border in our country is 
a threat to the integrity of our existence. As long as a 
single part of our country, except for its international 
borders, is occupied by an army stationed to "guard in¬ 
ternal borders", Bosnia will be enslaved and its exis¬ 
tence in mortal danger. The issue of "corridors" is the 
clearest evidence that "provinces" have nothing at all 
to do with administrative units. Hence drawing on our 
own resources, which is a precondition for liberation, 
implies that all shackles of tyranny throughout our 
country must be broken and that our own army must 
guard our own international borders. Therefore instead 
of having starvation forced on us, let us ehoose to fast 
with the intention of defeating evil. Instead of being 
subjected to slaughter, let us choose brave and con¬ 


scious saccillco for llic sake ol'libcralioii. f’or this is the 
only way wc can reach Ihc possibility of choosing 
peace. 
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Justice, 
not revenge 

W orld War II brought about a new understand¬ 
ing of the Bosnian model and the need to re¬ 
turn to it. The people of Bosnia came to¬ 
gether in an alliance, respecting their mutual differ¬ 
ences. The release from the jail of pre-war Yugoslavia 
was possible only by reaffirming the Bosnian spirit. 
However, the calm that followed this war did not bring 
about the establishment of a "Bosnian politics" as a de¬ 
termined counter-force against the possibility of a new 
flare-up of anti-Bosnian fascism. The alliance formed 
to fight the evils of old Yugoslavia and the war was ex¬ 
ploited in pursuit of ideological goals, with a gross dis¬ 
regard for our diversity. Bosnian politics was frag¬ 
mented into a tangle of opposing sects, subordinated to 
Yugoslavia as a framework for fascist revenge. The 
followers of the Bosnian model, who were absent from 
the political scene, blissfully detached themselves 
from reality - especially in the domain of culture - to 
immerse themselves in history, which of course was of 
little help in taekling the real politieal and military 
state of affairs. On the other hand, the world remained 
ignorant of the Bosnian model, whether because of the 
latter's dedication to a glorious past or a glorious fu¬ 
ture, or because it was out of tune with the force of eth¬ 
nic fundamentalism dominating the fringes and centres 
of the new world order. Thus we remained deaf, in 
terms of individual and collective awareness, to the 
omens foreshadowing what is happening to us now. To 
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oiKiblc US to roiniclialc a retreat into liistory as an escape 
iVoni today's bloody reality, and thus to look soberly at 
ourselves, we need only look back at the words of Ur. 
Kajica Milanov in "Revenge, principles and reasons", 
(Srpska iiiisao, Melbourne, 1969). Looking to the fu- 
ture ol'Cneater Serb fascism, Milanov says: "...without 
regard to political blame, wc must kill them wherever 
we llnd them and whenever we can do so unpunished - 
and in key cases even accepting that risk. Where wc 
cannot kill them, we must preach their extermination 
and thus ready others to kill them. All deals must be 
ruled out before revenge, before the ultimate penalty. 
Bciorc revenge, there can be no deals or negotiations. 
Revenge must therefore be the main political goal, 
above all others... The past teaches us that those who 
want revenge should actually want a Yugoslavia. For 
only in a common slate, that is Yugoslavia, can total re¬ 
venge be achieved. Even in a Greater Serbia it would 
be more dilficult to achieve, though of course not im¬ 
possible... The second goal, in the context of the same 
political task, after revenge, would be separation plus 
population exchange - with the Croats getting their 
dead, and us our living..." 

To Milanov, Croats are a label not only for a particular 
people, but for all victims of revenge. The killings we 
have witnessed throughout Bosnia ought to have dri¬ 
ven the Croats, Bosnian Muslims, Albanians into a 
similar response. That is, a carefully prepared plan for 
revenge - including countless vicious murders, mutila¬ 
tion, rape, destruction, and so on - with a view to 
counter-reprisals in areas of mixed population, thus 
making those Seibs who do not approve of Greater 
Serb fascism leave for the "cleansed territories", and 
ultimately reducing Bosnian Muslims to a "ethnic ten i- 
lory and an "ethnic politics". Which, according to the 
authors of that plan, would spell the end of Bosnia and 
the beginning of the end of her Muslims. 

Our response now that these goals are being pursued 
must not be a mere reflection of what those who sup¬ 
port Greater Serb fascism and put it into effect are do¬ 
ing. Because, as can be seen from the exhortation "our 
living for their dead", the Greater Serb fascists wish 
their crimes to produce crimes by others, so that those 
who first stirred up the crimes against others have an 
excuse for their actions. Hence their insistence on re¬ 
venge. Thus, after the crimes they have committed in 
FoCa and Rogatica, Prijedor and Kljud, Visegrad and 
Bratunac, Breko and Bijeljina, they wish to spark off 
reprisals in Sarajevo and Zenica, Tuzla and Srebrenica, 
Konjic and Jablanica. Their desire is for such reprisals 
to arm them with proof that coexistence and Bosnia 


herself are impo.ssibilitics. It would also make it im¬ 
possible to punish the wrongdoers for their crimes, be- 
cau.se they would meet with reprisals instead of fair tri¬ 
als. The innocent victims of their crimes become 
blackened becau.se some individuals amongst them act 
similarly to the criminals. 

We must not be deceived by this well-worn tactic. Af¬ 
ter two centuries, wc have had enough experience of 
this trick to see through it and respond in a manner ap¬ 
propriate to the reality of what Bosnia is suffering to¬ 
day. The Bosnian army must safeguard the Bosnian 
model of unity within itself. Which means that it must 
block any attempts at revenge, whilst persisting in its 
just fight against the evildoers. Our state's legislative, 
judicial and executive authorities must ensure the de¬ 
fence of the Bosnian model, but must not allow unity 
in diversity to degenerate into weakness and an inabil¬ 
ity to fight all forms of treachery. The innocent victims 
must be the responsibility of this state and its soldiers. 
The fascist master criminals will be unambiguously 
found guilty by due process of law. Trials to separate 
the good from the evil, the just from the guilty, must 
not be clouded by short-sighted fits of anger. Every 
seedling of awareness about the possibility and need 
for diversity and the unhindered development of indi¬ 
vidual rights must be nurtured and protected in every 
family and every town. One must feel safe everywhere 
in Bosnia, from Guide to Gacko, Trebinje to Bosanski 
Brod, Buzim to Janja, regardless of w'hether one is a 
Muslim, a Croat, a Serb or a Jew. This must not be 
sympathy that stems from weakness, nor pardon that 
stems from powerlessness. The criminals and their 
masters must tremble in fear throughout the'land at the 
justice that will come as a reflection of our strength and 
in accordance with the belief that we are "bear witness 
to the truth before all mankind" and that "every soul 
shall find what it has done of good brought forward, 
and what it has done of evil." 

Bosnia today is battered by a bloody storm. It is all too 
easy to forget that, above us, a heavenly harmony 
points out a course for us to sail. We must not allow our 
enemies to force us into vacillation, chaos, and loss of 
faith in the Bosnian message - a message which tells us 
to fight for justice, not for revenge. 
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Content, 
then form 

T he quaking at Bosnia’s foundations is a sign of 
life. The last Head of tlic medieval Bosnian 
Chureh gave liis arclibishop's sceptre to the 
Sheikh of the Mevlevi Dervishes. (Some links in the 
chain of this stor>' say that he gave it to the Sheikh of 
the Bektashi order, and the others to the Sheikh of the 
Kadcri order.) 1 he sceptre, along with the Sheikh's 
kdukc, or symbols of spiritual power, was guarded by 
the Tekiye, or Cloister, of Bendbasa until 1957, when 
the Tekiye was demolished, its site was covered with 
earth, and the sceptre mysteriously disappeared. The 
Archbishop bequeathed his sceptre near Sarajevo, and 
its preservation and disappearance arc a matter for 
Sarajevo alone. The bequeathing, the preservation and 
the disappearance point to at least two things. A single 
essence persists, regardless of changes in exterior 
form. And the suppression and the flourishing of Bosn¬ 
ian spirituality both take place in Bosnia. 

Bosnia's spiritual being Was not even touched upon 
round the Geneva table. Everything was looked at from 
the outside, especially to the advantage of the anti- 
Bosnian forces. Three key facts were cleverly omitted. 
Firstly, that Bosnia was attacked by her neighbours. 
Secondly, that those who had committed crimes were 
included among the negotiators. And thirdly, that the 
aggressors and destroyers of Bosnia were well support¬ 
ed by the outside world, and its defenders hamstrung. 
These false premises led to conclusions which, from 
the outset, were clearly unable to protect either Bosnia 
or the Bosnian model. A sleight-of-hand by the chair¬ 
men reduced the whole tragedy to "tliree warring par¬ 
ties". These were supposed to "reach an agreement", 
making concessions for the sake of peace. In this way 
the Bosnian side was denied the right to defend Bosnia 
and her principle of unity in diversity. The prime ag¬ 
gressors were allowed to present their crimes as "exer¬ 
cising rights within Bosnia"; here they have the sup¬ 
port of the third party, who have the same secret aim - 
the dissolution of Bosnia, which must not yet be given 
hs true name. Everybody seems more or less satisfied, 


except lor the Busniims llieinselves. All they broughl 
home W!is the hope Ih.'il, (le.s|)ile everything, the 
(Ireater Seih laseists will he stojiped and punished, 
while the thirrl party may reali/e the trap into which the 
short-sightedness ol the fanatics has led them. 

fhe Geneva document is a trick. It olTers the aggressor 
and his collaborators a substantial part of their war ob¬ 
jectives, though their name and form are disputed. On 
the other hand, Bosnia is "granted" a form and a name, 
but it is denied all content. Thus, for the sake of form 
without content, Bosnia is forced to accept a poison 
which will not call itself by its true name. 

If the Geneva carve-up of Bosnia can be justified in 
terms of "people's rights", this begs the question of 
what rights people have in the "provinces" hacked out 
by the banditry of the Greater Serb fascists. 

The plan, as conceived by Messrs. Vance and Owen, 
has no future because it does not support Bosnia's in¬ 
ternal forces. It relies on the indecisiveness of Europe 
and on the calculations of power centres that are look¬ 
ing Eastward, beyond the suffering in the Balkans, to 
future divisions and prestige. All this plan does, in fact, 
is to confirm the gains of Bosnia's attackers with the 
rubber stamp of a false peace, until a new onslaught 
brings about a Final Solution. Ethnic cleansing, ap¬ 
proved and encouraged by the Vance-Owen proposal, 
should not be recognized either by politicians or those 
who believe injustice. Not by the fomier, because this 
principle, if applied to any other part of the world, 
would destroy all political order whilst bestowing sup¬ 
port and understanding on planners and the doers of 
evil. Not by the latter, because such a position goes 
against all concepts of justice. 

Vance and Owen, the gentlemen who support this trav¬ 
esty of justice, are trying to convince the US adminis¬ 
tration that it must give its firm backing to their pro¬ 
posal and thus cripple the Bosnian authorities, which 
they ever more openly portray as "the Muslim govern¬ 
ment". Because, so they believe, this government is 
counting on America's disapproval of the "Geneva 
Plan'. At the same time, Geneva's master cartographers 
deliberately gloss over the difference between what is 
wanted by Bosnia's legal representatives - whom they 
are forever trying to hamstring - and what is wanted by 
the representatives of "the other warring parties", 
whom they are trying to strengthen, a tactic they justi¬ 
fy in terms of "bowing to reality". And while their ef¬ 
forts are directed at obtaining approval from Washing- 



Bosnia willioiit support, 
■ unx and Be.png arc already cu,Tying favour wiili 

win! 'r ''Olds, we are slowly progressing to- 
‘ ids a linal whitewashing of these crimes. 


We. by contrast, must 
in ourselves, in taking 


realise that the solution lies here, 
our own initiative. 


So let us remember the tale of the Archbishop's sceptre. 

le meeting of these two wise old men we sec a 

ym o ic message to their descendants - to model one- 

on content, whilst giving freedom to forms and la- 

els as a precondition of justice for individuals and 
peoples. 




Sarajevo 
6. II 
1993 



Hesitation, 
our weakness 


We are responsible for all that has been done. And 
now, even more so for all that has been left undone. 
We are witnesses against ourselves. The excuses we 
hide behind can't help us. 


lilieal limelight rebels who rely on illegal force of 
arms, and has ousted the legal supporters of Bosnia 
The Greater Serb fascists, hiding their true intentions 
have forced onto the agenda the question of internal 
borders and divisions. They have managed to hood 
wink the world, cleverly drawing its attention awa* 
from Bosnia's international borders. But these borders 
form the underlying obstacle to their expansionist 
plans. They have sought to ally themselves with all an¬ 
ti-Bosnian forces, fawning to the short-sightedness of 
Croat nationalist circles that hide their goals behind the 
smoke-screen of "national" needs and objectives. Divi¬ 
siveness has been forced on Bosnia, based on the de¬ 
luded possibility of partition. Divisions between world 
powers have also been taken into account. Russian 
English and French suitors court the Serbian bride 
haggling over the stolen dowry. Europe has shown her¬ 
self to be anti-European in failing to protect and pre¬ 
serve the Bosnian model. Germany's sense of principle 
and America's commitment to building a better world 
have become bogged down in vacillation, leading to 
the sort of dithering impotence which leaves a vacuum 
where the drunken ideals of tribal fiefdoms can spread. 

It's an old game, as the Vance-Owen plan bears wit¬ 
ness. By its very nature it can only remain an arbitrary 
paper sketch. It ignores even the simplest contours of 
the real Bosnia. It finds the depths of Bosnia's soul not 
only incomprehensible, but also frightening, for a su¬ 
perficial understanding of the world cannot cope with 
the Bosnian model. Only a mind at the pinnacle of 
Western thought can grasp its importance. 

Our wait for an American response to the Vance-Owen 
proposal has shown once again the perils of hesitation, 
o we really think the moral superiority of the legal 
osnian authorities' demands means that we do not 

u ^ military defence force? Do we really 

hink the amorality and murderousness of Bosnia's at- 
ers and destroyers will be enough to persuade them 


M essrs Vance and Owen have blown up their 
draft plans into a screen to conceal the con¬ 
tinuing horrors of reality in Bosnia. But the 
worst is that they have thereby encouraged yet more 
hesitancy and delaying tactics as to what needs to be 
done here. And the plan itself deliberately neglects the 
Bosnian pattern, as can be seen in Owen's passionate 
assurances to the American administration and public. 
Lord Owen is forever invoking the "three warring par¬ 
ties" model. Little by little, he has brought into the po- 


6 aggressors, together with their allies, have done all 
y could to reduce Bosnia to three ethnic elements, to 
ese elements against each other, to make criminals 
m ^ peoples, to cry panic to Europe with 

^ menace", and to make Bosnia seem an im- 

possi 1 ity. But as their strength is almost exhausted, 
ours IS still gathering momentum, our task here and 
now IS to mobilise every last ounce of Bosnia's 
s rengt . We must cast aside all hesitation by taking 
full responsibility for ourselves. The disgraceful Gene- 



va blazes forth from the 

^^epllis of Bosnia's being and rages into the I'nture. 

The power of Ameriea wavered at the Vance-Owen 
trick, h could not i el use negotiations. Out nor could it 
support an agreement backed by the brute force of the 
ucCotiatorS“eum-mui det ei s. II the Bo.snian army can 
have resisted an attack picpared long in advance and a 
brutal full-scale onslaught by a war machine built up 
by both East and West for over half a centuiy, we must 
also accept the basis toi this anny's successes. America 
has again said yes to the Bosnian model of unity in di¬ 
versity. And we have to admit with regret that we have 
wasted a lot of time just waiting, instead of strengthen¬ 
ing our will and power to nuiture and protect the Bosn¬ 
ian principle on every inch of our teiritory: a principle 
based on the rights of the individual, without which 
there can be no rights for Bosnian Muslims, Croats, 
Serbs or Jews. 



OSLOBODBME 


«Oi^N«KOJttKri 


Sarajevo 

13.11 

1993 



Bosnia's enemies 


B osnia and her people are a message to the 
world, bearing witness to the fact that truth is 
revealed in different forms and following dif¬ 
ferent paths. This makes the world a unity of diverse 
human communities and their holy traditions. So who 
are the enemies and who are the friends of the message 
of Bosnia and her people? Because if diversity be¬ 
tween human communities and their traditions is a re¬ 
flection of truth's desire to promote rivalry amongst the 
good, it is vital to know who, as the enemies and be¬ 
trayers of the Bosnian model, are tangling it into a Gor¬ 
dian knot of evil and violence. 

Are the greatest enemies of Bosnia and her people the 
Greater Serb fascists and their warped reflections? To¬ 


day they have lifled the mask from their faces to reveal 
the true features of evil, fhey can no longer deceive 
anyone. J'hey can be recognized by their bloodshot 
eyes, their blood-soaked hands, and their benighted 
minds. They gather and unite around them the most 
evil offspring of the human race. The small-minded fa¬ 
natics of Greater Serb fascism aimed to warp the minds 
of those who follow the Bosnian mc.ssage. But the ef¬ 
fect of their campaign of crime against Bosnia has been 
to unite the best minds in the land. It has made the 
Bosnian Army grow bigger and stronger each day as a 
guarantee that good will wipe out evil. Even the readi¬ 
est to forgive might have hesitated before the people 
slaughtered with knife and gun, before the houses and 
mosques burnt out and razed to the ground, before the 
expelled and humiliated. But one thing no-one has the 
right to be hesitant about: that the rapists should pay 
the full price of justice. 

Are our greatest enemies the hypocrites among and 
around us? If they might have deceived some people 
before the fascist attacks on Bosnia, today s bloody re¬ 
ality has revealed their true face. And yet they skilfully 
compose it in order to present themselves as something 
different from what they are. They frantically seek rea¬ 
sons for fleeing the front-line of the Bosnian war. 
Through a host of fantasies they manufacture excuses 
in order to run away from the line where the fascist 
thugs are being pushed back by the best and the bravest 
sons of Bosnia. Their hypocrisy is plain for all to see. 

Are our greatest enemies those among us who are pos¬ 
sessed by envy? They look around themselves, watch¬ 
ing whether the winds of war will blow someone into 
the ranks of the brave and respected, or lead someone 
else to be left out. They believe in the Bosnian message 
and the meaning of the struggle, but to the goal of de¬ 
feating evil they add calculations based on personal en¬ 
vy. Thus they prevent or drag out the process of uniting 
all those who bear witness to the Bosnian message into 
a single force, into a river of all the streams of Bosnian 
consciousness, that will overwhelm all the fascists and 
hypocrites. The envious among us are the hardest to 
recognize: they are part of Bosnia and her people, but 
have little faith in the future. They still remain to be 
persuaded that Bosnia and her people have just as 
much future as the world. We can only draw on the no¬ 
blest reserves at the core of our being if we follow the 
Bosnian message with all our life. 

If the people of Bosnia, fighting shoulder to shoulder 
against the hypocrites and the aggressors, were to cast 




aside their envy, the iinniediate result would he a unity 
strong to seatter the intrigues of the hypoerites like a 
handful ofdusl. We would then have a clear distinction 
between Bosnia and her people, supiiorters and defend¬ 
ers of good, on the one hand, and the fascist slaves of 
evil on the other. Such a clear division would end the 
war, with no need of the world’s quack doctors. Our 
strength would enable Bosnia decisively to follow her 
message, with no need of lawyers. Beeause this mes¬ 
sage is backed by the noblest reserves of our soul. 

So what choice do we have but to cast aside envy, 
spum the hypoerites and defeat the fascists!? 
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Telling friends 
from enemies 


The question of friends and enemies is one that life 
always brings to the fore. The struggle for Bosnia 
means we must tell them apart, since evil always 
disguises itself as good. There are plenty of armies 
in Bosnia. Their names can be misleading. Yet it is 
worth pointing out that they are labels for both our 
friends and our enemies. 

T he Greater Serb fascists are united in their plan 
for the annihilation of Bosnia. The Croat nation¬ 
alists are hesitating whether to restructure as 
large a part of Bosnia as possible on an ethnic basis and 
join it to Croatia. Both are instigating and forcing the 
Muslims to withdraw to the ethnic territory alleged to 
be theirs, thus accepting and implementing the forced 
break-up of Bosnia. And the Vance-Owen plan proves 


llial the ccnlres of world political power have not tat. 
a clear position regarding the crime against Bosnia ? 
the attempts to break up Bosnia arc closely linked/ 
overall patterns of world power, let us look thistime-^ 
the international troop presence in Bosnia. There 
Spanish, French, British, Ukrainian, Egyptian and 
Canadian soldiers wherever you go in Bosnia, from % 
coast to the River Sava. Although they are here under 
the UN flag, we ought never to ignore the fact that they 
cannot help reflecting the views and wishes of their 
countries. 

The world is being fed the myth that Bosnia is the 
place where the Serb-Croat conflict will be resolved. In 
this way the external politics of Serbia and Croatia 
make Bosnia their main theme. They justify it to the 
world by dreaming up a so-called Muslim threat and 
falling back on ancient prejudices and conflicts. They 
impose the same mind-set on the countries that send 
their soldiers to Bosnia. How else can we explain the 
fact that foreign soldiers usually just stand and watch 
as genocide is committed against Bosnia and her Mus¬ 
lims, reiterating that they "mustn't take sides" between 
attacker and victim? Being "even-handed" towards 
crime means supporting the criminal. The agents of 
crime against Bosnia devise cunning tricks to influence 
others and win them over against Bosnia, or at least 
make them indifferent towards her. 

Can the Spanish realize the scale of the killing and ex¬ 
pulsions of Bosnian Muslims and the destruction of 
their identity? Can the French soldiers sympathise with 
the Bosnian Muslims, given France's historical experi= 
ence of conflict with Muslims all over the world, her 
historical connections with Serbia, and the latter's de¬ 
sire to be seen as the protector and obedient servant of 
her European masters in her genocide against the 
Bosnian Muslims? Are the British soldiers and officers 
free from dreams of empire and kinship with Serbia 
and her vagabond kings and dukes? Can the Egyptians, 
Muslim and Christian, summon enough courage to 
speak out when they are being blackmailed back home 
by foreign loans and Muslim threats? Can the Ukraini- 
ans resist the call to old alliances? 

Milosevic - using the name in a symbolic sense - justi¬ 
fies his imperialist designs on Bosnia by his concern 
for the Bosnian Serbs. Tudman - whose name is also 
only a code-word for a political plan - hides behind a 
concern for the Bosnian Croats. The Bosnian state is a 
hindrance to both. This is why they are destroying if 
They do it by claiming that the three peoples must be 
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gccn "constituent nations , not in orcicf to be protect- 
but to be separated from one another into dislinel 
units. And once this has happened, they are to be ab¬ 
sorbed into the pseudo-states of Greater Serbia and 
fjrcttter Cloatia. As (oi the Bosnian lorees, they must 
be depicted, as lar as possible, as "e.\clusi\'ely Mus¬ 
lim", thus providing an excuse in the eyes of tlie world 
for the plans for separation or division. The war in 
Bosnia, however, which has been waged with vast 
over-kill, proves that those who advocate dividing 
Bosnia into constituent parts are liars, albeit dangerous 
ones. Even after the blows and shocks it has suflered, 
Bosnia has reinained whole. Only a living organism 
can do this, not an artificial one. To divide Bosnia into 
an imaginary set of constituent parts means killing it, 
because a living Bosnia cannot be cut into pieces. And 
we have proof, surely: all the slaughtered, the wound¬ 
ed, the expelled and humiliated - and Bosnian amiy, 
going from strength to strength, firm in its vision of 
Bosnia as unity in diversity. 

The foreign troops present in Bosnia claim neutrality 
towards the "warring parties". In so doing, they direct¬ 
ly contribute to the destruction of the Bosnian pattern. 
There are not three parties in Bosnia. There are only two 
parties. One, the Bosnian party, the victim of aggression; 
and the other, the anti-Bosnian party - fragmented, as is 
usually the case, into a welter of grand plans, all to be 
achieved at the expense of others. Those who claim 
neutrality towards the destruction of Bosnia's unity in 
diversity cannot call themselves her friends. 

Only those who help Bosnia as a living unity of Mus 
liras, Croats, Serbs and Jews can be her friends. An 
this pattern finds its firmest guarantee in protecting an 
strengthening the institutions of the Bosnian state. 
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Treason, aiding 
the crime 

T he UN Security Council has looked again at the 
crimes committed by the Greater Serb fascists 
in Cerska. And - disgracefully - it has again ex¬ 
pressed its "concern", asking the "warring parties to 
opt more firmly for peace talks. The crimes continue, 
while the outside world deceives itself with the smoke¬ 
screen of negotiations; and the fascists go on with their 
campaign to destroy Bosnia and everything that stands 
in the way of caiwing her up for the sake of evil ideolo¬ 
gies. The focus of the onslaught is the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims and the Bosnian state. Weakening and destroying 
either of these weakens and destroys the Bosnian pat¬ 
tern, by which Bosnia is not an artificial creation made 
up of different parts, but a living unity of deeply-rooted 
religious traditions, peoples and cultures that has de¬ 
veloped throughout her long history. A unity that guar¬ 
antees the sacred rights of each individual, regardless 
of religious, ethnic and political allegiance or lack of it. 

Those who attack Bosnia and her Muslims carry out 
their plan of destruction both externally and internally. 
Unfortunately, they have many witting and unwitting 
accomplices in this. The weaker the Bosnian state, the 
more effective and easier to carry out arc the aggres¬ 
sors' crimes: thus internal treason and deceit should be 
added to the list of crimes that have been committed 
against us. 

If the cabinet is not in penuanent session whilst the 
country is going through the worst suffering in the 
thousand years of its existence, if some of its members, 
of their own free will and answerable to no-one, do not 
stay in the capital, this should give us food for thought 
- and we should not rule out the possibility of deceit. 

If the Prime Minister, unabashed by his duties or his 
oath, betrays his trust by living away from the seat of 
government, whilst his public statements deny the 
principles of the constitution, then both he and the cab¬ 
inet should be questioned about their lack of responsi- 
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bilil) knviucls themselves ami lliose who expect (hem 
o miaiantee their deepest aims. 

ir ecitain members of tlie Government keep quiet 
•t lout \vhat is going on around them, often out of con- 
cetn lor their own petty gains and driven by their own 
obsessions and Irustrations, then it is here that we 
should seek the root of our troubles and the base ex- 
peetations of our enemies. 

And so on. We eould descend the ladder that links and 
128 Ibe state, right down to grassroots level. Every¬ 

where is overshadowed by the dark clouds of confu¬ 
sion between the individual and the communal, party 
and state, race and citizenry. 

Our great strengths are neither united nor adapted to 
the dangerous circumstances that have been imposed 
on us. We do not channel ourselves in accordance with 
the true sources of our strength, but with phantasms 
from a distant outside world. Which, apart from tossing 
charity from on high as if to lepers, is not interested. 

We face a huge evil. There is no way to resist it except 
by fighting it. In the first place, with our bodies and 
weapons. And also through talks and negotiations. We 
cannot combat this evil merely by hating it. The hatred 
caused by murders, mutilations, expulsions and rape is 
as much of use as a breeze against a storm. 

But if we are to be honest with ourselves, we know that 
all these means are only illusions. They cannot protect 
or preserve us if they are not backed up by the power of 
the state and the unity and steadfastness of its soldiers. 

Bosnia needs Bosnian politics, the skill to run all mat¬ 
ters of state. This is possible only if the will and stami¬ 
na of the best and the most resolute pull together, and if 
all forms of treason are opposed without mercy or hes¬ 
itation. Because any treason is as bad, if not worse, 
than the crimes which we have suffered. 



Alone 

in the world 


We can survive only If their blows forge us even 
more strongly into a society where each individual 
feels a part of a single living being, fighting for our 


F orgetting is when we cannot compare the present 
with what has happened before. The bewildered 
Bosnian Muslims of today are suffering the de¬ 
struction of their whole being. This bewilderment 
would have been hard to believe, had they not forgot¬ 
ten themselves. The thousand-year histoiy of the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims, who also call themselves Bosnians and 
Bosnjaci, offers an experience to the living that - were 
it not shrouded in oblivion - could form a source of 
strength and protection for the future. But the slaugh¬ 
ter, rape, exile and destruction that we are witnessing 
today indicate before all else that Bosnian Muslims are 
steeped in self-oblivion, for they have been bitten 
again and again by the same viper from the same den. 


To draw a circle, which is a sign of the completeness of 
all things, only two points are needed. To search for 
more would be a sign of futility, of an inability to build 
experience into all-round knowledge of a phenome¬ 
non. In order to draw the circle of the Bosnian Muslim 
sickness, the source of our present weakness in defend¬ 
ing ourselves against desJruction, we can compare two 
tragedies from our history, separated by a span of over 
three hundred years. 


The end of the 17th century found Bosnian Muslims 
living, together with Serbs and Croats, in a large terri¬ 
tory between the rivers Sava and Danube. At the time 
they were subjects of the Ottoman Empire, but also 
tireless builders of their own culture in the towns and 
villages of Slavonia, Baranja, Srijem, Backa and so on. 
The onslaught against the Ottoman Empire was a pre¬ 
text for the destruction of the Bosnian Muslim pres¬ 
ence in these areas. Crusades by the subjects of various 
European empires were launched against everything 
Muslim. By the end of the 17th century the territory 






between the rivers Sava and Danube was the scene of 
rape, expulsion, forced baptism, and tlie de¬ 
struction and burning of property. Long columns of 
lefugees trail in all directions, searching lor shelter and 
protection. 1 hey leave behinti the graves ol their an¬ 
cestors and the embers ol their mosques, homes and 
property. Assailed by crimes on all sides, there is no 
room lor them on earth, and help is distant and out of 
reach. They lice southwards and funher. Some of the 
columns find shelter in Kanjiza, where they wage a 
seven-year stinggle for suiwival. They fight off attacks 
from their enemies on all sides, as their supplies of 
food and amis dwindle. They cannot find a true friend 
an)where in the world, although they are obviously 
aware of the duty of others, before God and man, to 
help them. They write letters and send them off in all 
directions, convinced that someone somewhere must 
understand the years of suffering and injustice which 
this island of unfortunates has lived tlirough. When no 
answer comes, they strengthen their trust in heaven, 
firm in the belief that, somewhere and sometime, their 
suffering will be rewarded and the criminals duly pun¬ 
ished. One of these letters, dated sixteen sixty-five, still 
survives today. 

As evidence of how little our experience of suffering has 
changed through the centuries, it teaches us of the vital 
need to change direction in our struggle for survival. 

In this letter from the Kanjiza Muslims and all the 
refugees, we can read the following words: "O God, 
Thou Who canst change all things! Increase our devo¬ 
tion to the Good! Thou Who instructest and inspirest 
all men - help us to prepare steadfastly and fittingly for 
battle, and to fight on bravely in the battle..." Faced 
with an unrelenting enemy, whom the authors of the 
letter call the Deniers of Truth, they are given neither 
the time or space to find their own road to salvation in 
peace and mutual agreement. Where they survived, 
battle was their only protection. Where they laid down 
their arms and accepted the message of their enemies, 
they were betrayed and exterminated. "Now we are", 
the letter goes on, "a community of men which plead 
for help, though the one true help is that which cometh 
from God". 

The sufferers of Kanjiza are given no choice but to 
fight. Their eyes and hopes are directed to the outside 
world, to those who are far away and whose sympathy 
they assume. "Be not sad because of us, nor worry too 
much because of our condition, for we are now in the 
hands and protection of God; since, whatever the cares 


and Iroubles ofthis world, God hold.s <i .secret goodness 
Jiiul compassion", they write, thinking ol other people's 
worries about their siilfering. "We are ready now, and 
we shall endure all misroiliincs; we shall not complain 
or lament, for steadfastness lies in putting aside lamen¬ 
tation; to accept our God-given late means gladly to 
accept and endure all setbacks in our struggle. We arc 
all equal here, the scholars, the righteous and good, the 
old and young, even our women, all who dwell in this 
stout border fortress. We are all equally steadfast... 
Convinced of the justice of their struggle, the doomed 
lay themselves bare to the world, hoping that it will 
not, cannot be indifferent to what the evildoers are do¬ 
ing to them; then, curiously ashamed, they turn to 
themselves again - more because of the world than be¬ 
cause of themselves - with the cry: "Let God make our 
hearts as steadfast as a solid house in this our duty! In 
this hour of misfortune our living have sworn to our 
dead that they wiDl never betray or leave them", says 
the writer, referring to the choice given them by the 
agents of evil: baptism or exile. A choice that is no 
more than a falsehood given out by those who are after 
their lives, land and goods. The writer goes on with a 
message cither to those in whose name he writes or to 
the world he imagines = it is difficult to say which: 
"When you are in great confusion, seek advice and 
help from our dead and buried". Graves and smoking 
embers, the final witnesses of murder and persecution, 
offer two possibilities. The first is the wasteland of for¬ 
getting, while the survivors obediently wait for the 
next tide of humiliation and destruction. The second is 
for experience of suffering to fonn a wellspring of col¬ 
lective life, where the power to recognize the evildoer 
and prevent him committing evil again grows ever 
stronger. Then thought, word and hand form a everlast¬ 
ing barrier to all who threaten humiliation and destruc¬ 
tion on those who, at least once, have experienced what 
that threat means. 

The letter continues the history of these unfortunate 
people: "We remain alone amidst the land of those who 
deny Tmth, since here on this soil between Danube and 
Sava, there are no longer any Muslims except for us. 
Our fortress is an incurable wound for Islam as long as 
it is in the land of those who deny Truth - may they be 
defeated by the One Almighty God!" 

The victims of Kanjiza send off their letters, in the 
hope that somewhere in the world there must be some¬ 
body who will be touched by the history of their mis¬ 
fortune. However, "nine messengers were captured, 
and another ten slain". 



The Muslims from Kanjizn did not hold out. Neither 
did the Muslims from Osijek. Dakovo, Pozega nor the 
Muslims from Uziee, Nis, Belgrade... nor the Muslims 
from Niksic. Podgorica. Novi... 

Their ei7, in the letters addressed to us, their descen¬ 
dants, has remained. And here we are today, like them 
and many others before and after them, suffering mur¬ 
der, persecution and shame. Is our response to the 
question of our e.xistence today any different? Is our 
present plea to the world not strikingly similar to the 
liistoiy of our ancestors from Kanjiza, like a circle 
130 round our sickness? Nobody helped them. Nobody has 
helped us. Despite explaining and trying to persuade 
the world of our innocence, nobody is willing to help 
us. If our only weapons are those of Kanjiza - justify¬ 
ing ourselves before heaven and pleading for sympathy 
and help from the outside world - how can our future 
be any different from theirs? Our enemies are the same 
today as then - those who, united in evil, deny the Truth 
of human rights - but we still think our virtue is enough 
to defend and protect us. We are utterly disunited, and 
again oriented towards the outside world that should, 
or so our sickness leads us to believe, resolve and re¬ 
move the causes of our suffering - instead of us doing 
so ourselves. 


We are a society which our enemies intend to destroy. 
We can survive only if their blows forge us even more 
strongly into a union where each individual feels a part 
of a single living being, fighting for our society as a 
whole whilst under the shelter of its wide and enduring 
wing. Our fate will be determined by how far we can 
fall back on ourselves, on all our living and dead, on 
every scrap of Bosnian soil, on our ability to know the 
enemy amongst us and in the outside world, and on our 
belief that our only freedom is the freedom we win 
within and around ourselves. Others will help us only 
if we can safeguard most of our defence and protection 
ourselves, only if we can show that nobody can expel 
us from the lands we now hold, and that every day we 
are advancing on the lands the criminals have expelled 
us from. We will be a society only if we realize that si¬ 
lence and inaction make us responsible for the death of 
each member of our community. 
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Shehids 


W e come across the symbol of the tree in vari¬ 
ous my.stical systems. Trunk and boughs, as 
the visible parts of one and the same 
essence, are often taken to be the whole; thus, in order 
to emphasize the inseparability of the roots from the 
whole, the tree is sometimes depicted upside down, the 
roots being visible and turned towards the sky. This 
symbol refers, inter alia, to human experience, whether 
individual or communal, as a precondition for an effec¬ 
tive orientation toward the future. The experience of an 
individual is not enough for him to find his feet in the 
world. The experience of a group or society makes the 
roots of an individual more widespread and stronger. 
Thus, by bearing witness to past relationships with the 
world, we lay the ground for an understanding of both 
the individual and the collective. Any people guards 
the memory of its most distinguished and resolute wit¬ 
nesses from the past. Their biographies and their 
graves can be consulted like a living book, where an¬ 
swers and advice can be found in troubled times. A 
people begins to die when it stops talking with its dead, 
when it no longer knows how they responded to the 
conftision and trouble which they once faced. 

Ever since its begimiings, Bosnia has been scattered 
with the tombstones of individuals and groups who 
bore witness to her message. Their lives bore witness 
to their faith in her message, and their descendants 
have tried to preserve this message, for themselves and 
for those who will come after. 

And even today, individuals and groups throughout 
Bosnia bear witness to the same message with their 
lives. They have been attacked and exposed to perils 
seemingly worse than anything in their past. Never be¬ 
fore have so many martyrs, so many shehids, been laid 
in the earth in so short a time as in nineteen ninety-two 
and ninety-three. 

Who are these shehids? Who are their ancestors and 
who are their descendants? 

Shehid or martyr means a witness, or, in a figurative 
sense, someone who dies for his or her faith. Bearing 
witness (shehadet) means making an assertion based 
on factual knowledge. This is why the concept of she- 
hadet can be translated as "witnessing the truth" and a 
shehid as a "witness of truth". Shehid can also denote 



•'a conscious soul", which refers to the wakening of 
deeper layers of human consciousness, leading to the 
sudden realisation ol one's own moral self. This results 
in "unveiling and bearing witness against oneself" 
Thus the one who knows Truth is also its witness. The 
act of witnessing is complete when it takes place with 
all one's being. The etymology of the Slav word for 
Mitness - svje(M - shows its link to the pan- and proto- 
Slavonic verb vcchti {to know, to state)*. 

Bosnia s shchids, therefore, have since ancient times 
been witnesses to the fact that Truth is revealed in 
countless lorms, and that it is the right of an individual 
or a group to choose which forni of spiritual allegiance 
to adopt. 

The Bosnian fighters of today have in their shehids a 
supreme example of faith in the message that Bosnia 
means unity in diversity, means defending the right to 
both unity and diversity. Beneath the fresh earth of her 
shehids' graves, Bosnia has found a long-forgotten and 
new source of strength. The stronger and more decisive 
our awareness of them, the more effective our resis¬ 
tance to the criminal plans directed against Bosnia. As 
long as the living go in doubt or ignorance of a single 
shehid, of one "whose life has witnessed the Truth", we 
cannot weld our abilities into a whole strong enough to 
defeat the schemes of our enemies. 

The living go to their shehids. Or pass them by. They 
stop and raise their hands, palms upturned to symbol¬ 
ize a bowl that holds prayer and the expectation of 
grace. In so doing, the living and the shehids make up a 
tree, its roots and crown. Such a whole, healthy and 
steadfast, is the sole source of communal and social 
life. Throughout the tree, from the roots, through tmnk 
and branches, and into the fruit, runs the flow of life, 
bringing awareness of eternal words: of God, the 
worlds above and below, the judgement day, of service 
and succour; along this flow shimmer the paths and the 
Way which human hearts must walk in accordance 
with their inner being. By drawing a perpendicular 
from the shehid to the living man standing upright in 
prayer, we realise that the shehid, who fell on the path 
of Truth, is more alive than anybody living, and that 
lowing this fact is a precondition for all lives. Thus 
he who stands upright with his shehids recognizes the 
raeaning of the cross, the true path, the path along 
"'hich those who pray, symbolically turn their hands; 
he recognizes the path of wrath, anger and destruction, 
^hich runs counter to the true path; and he recognizes 

does the English word witness: Translator. 


llic path of (he wanderers, who know nothing of the up¬ 
right column raised by stopping beside a shahid's grave 
and raising one's hands to heaven in prayer. 

Surely God is 
with the patient. 

And say not of those slain in God's way, 

'They are dead'; rather thay arc living, 
but you are not aware. 

Surely We will try you with something of fear 
and hunger, and diminution of goods 
and lives and fmits; yet give thou good tidings 
unto the patient 

who, when they are visited by an affliction, 
say, 'Surely wc belong to God, and 
to Him we return.'* 



Plurality 
in oneness 


B osnia, the historical name of the present-day 
state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, is an un¬ 
countable plurality of diversities. Throughout 
her modem history Bosnia has been a country of Chris¬ 
tianity, with its different ecclesiastical traditions; 
Bosnia has also been a country of Judaism, not only 
with respect to the Judaic basis of Christianity, but also 
because of the centuries-long presence of Jews of dif¬ 
ferent religious traditions; and Bosnia is a country of 
Islam, not only because its being vouchsafes the fact 
that "unto every people God appointed a law and way 
of life , but also because its historical axis bears living 
witness to the advent and coming of the Prophet Mo¬ 
hammed. It is a country, too, where the proximity of 

*n: 153-6. 
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ilillcMciu Imly tnulilions iiiul forms shows llial every¬ 
one amidst the shifting sands of life has the same inner 
essenee, which is able, wlierevcr and whenever, to cre¬ 
ate and recognize otlier forms and other perceptions of 
forms. 1 he iramework of all these diversities - politi¬ 
cal, economic and religions - grew from the obscurity 
ol medieval princedoms, via the development of hered¬ 
itary kingdoms and statelets under the Ottoman Em¬ 
pire, through various occupations and destructions, un¬ 
til the restoration of full state independence; and in all 
this an energy born of unity has supported and linked 
all its manifestations. 

In Bosnia's diversity, neighbouring nationalist states 
sec only a space to expand and grow stronger; there¬ 
fore, using all available means, they are striving to de¬ 
stroy the forces that sustain Bosnia's diversity in her 
unity. This is why there has been a deliberate and vio¬ 
lent build-up of forces between power-centres outside 
Bosnia and certain elements that have been artificially 
hived off from Bosnia's unity. The pillar of Bosnia's 
being that has its foundation in the Catholic and Croat 
heritage, for example, suddenly becomes exclusively 
Croat in content. This reduces an aspect of Bosnia's 
unity to an intrinsic element of the Croat national plan, 
thus equating the community politics of the Croats 
with the politics of the Croat state. Or the whole of 
Bosnian history that is linked to the Orthodox Church, 
or rather to the Cyril and Methodius legacy, is sudden¬ 
ly given the exclusivity of the Serb national plan, with 
Serbia as the centre to which every planet of the Serb 
ethnic whole must pay homage. These two anti-Bosn¬ 
ian relationships complement each other. The force of 
the one always supports the force of the other. Howev¬ 
er, since Bosnia's unity also rests on the presence of a 
third factor, the personality of which is determined by 
the tradition of Islam, a third centre has to be invented 
outside Bosnia to further the anti-Bosnian aims of the 
Greater Serb and Greater Croat grand plans. This cen¬ 
tre, of eourse, must be part and parcel of a political ten¬ 
dency which Europe will see as anti-European. There¬ 
fore the supporters and champions of Greater Serbia 
and Greater Croatia fascism are continually dreaming 
up "fundamentalist threats", "Islamic states", and so 
on, whilst inciting and encouraging such aspirations in 
the Bosnian Muslim consciousness. 

According to the anti-Bosnian plotters, Bosnia is a plu¬ 
rality, but not a unity. It must therefore be split up into 
its component elements. The war we are witnessing is 
an attempt to bring this about in the most ruthless pos¬ 
sible way - though all the while, as we see, the strength 


of resistance by the people and the state bear v/itness 
that Bosnia is entirely different. For even v/hen 
stretched to the utmost, the forces of Bosnian unity arc- 
strong enough to block the most powerful armies and 
the systems that back them. 

The defence of Bosnia implies, before ail else, recognis¬ 
ing and promoting the principle that Bosnia's plurality is 
at the same time a unity, and that the politieal and cul¬ 
tural essence of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
must always remain open to every element of Croat, 
Serb, Muslim, Jewish, Catholic, Orthodox, Islamic and 
Judaic identity. Every arm of the state must reflect the 
fact that this is Bosnia's inner being, and the Bosnian de¬ 
fence and the liberation forces could not carry out their 
duty to protect and strengthen her unity if they were to 
break faith either with her diversity or with her unity. 



Sarajevo 
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The Patriotic 
League 

B osnia is defending herself, first and foremost, 
as a country; the awareness and reality of her 
statehood never transcend her feelings as a 
country. In other words, the Bosnian pattern of unity of 
religious, ethnic and political identity is based on the 
true authenticity of each tradition, each as stable as the 
earth is stable, yet continually moving and spinning in 
complex ways. An understanding of the holy traditions 
and forms of Christianity as the only truth could cer¬ 
tainly point to the intellect as a ray linking the human 
heart in an everlasting bond with the Ultimate. But the 
doors of truth, according to Christianity, open at that 
point on the way to the One where the traveller recog¬ 
nizes that there are other ways that lead there. This 
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statement, which liere refers to Christianity, is just as 
valid for .hidaisin and Islam, and any other holy tradi 
jjon. And this is precisely what makes Bosnia first a 
country, and then a state. Bosnia guarantees this unity 
as a tact that, despite the spinning orbit of history re 
,„ains as an unchanging core of hope and redemption 

for the world. 

Therefore it is only right to say that the Bosnian Serbs 
fomi a distinct element of Bosnia, as do her Croats and 
Muslims. All external forms and goals legitimately de¬ 
rive from this. But it is wrong to say that the Serb, 
Croat and Muslim elements do not form an organic 
unity. For this is the meaning of Bosnia, of this coun¬ 
try. Any attempt to destroy this unity, or these ele¬ 
ments, can generate a blaze of destruction and suffer¬ 
ing, but it cannot destroy the country. It can only re¬ 
mind us of that final day when crimes against a country 
will meet their judgement. 

When the banner of war was raised in a new campaign 
for a Greater Serbia - which, as is the nature of rela¬ 
tionships in this part of the world - both sought and 
forced Greater Croatia to raise her banner, the land of 
Bosnia was able to respond by resolutely resisting the 
break-up of its unity, which was the aim of the insults 
and onslaughts by the Greater Serb and Greater Croat 
plotters. The defence of the land of Bosnia against in¬ 
vading armies from East and West means it is vital to 
scotch the lie that any people, be they Serb, Croat or 
Muslim, has an exclusive right to a single inch of 
Bosnian territory. If at least one of the neighbours of 
Bosnia is an independent state, then the land of Bosnia, 
by her very nature, must respond by fighting for her 
own independence, which implies resistance to any de¬ 
nial of her identity and any break-up of her unity, 
^hen, at the beginning of 1991, the existence was con¬ 
firmed of a Greater Serb plan to militarily subjugate 
Bosnia with the intention of destroying all the forces 
3nd institutions of her political and legal identity, it be¬ 
came clear that a vital element in the process of gather¬ 
ing Bosnia's energies was the need to build up a mili- 
inry force which would defend Bosnia both as a coun- 
and as a state. Since the Bosnian pattern was being 
Ifireatened by the legal institutions of Yugoslavia s po- 
fifical and legislative structure, thus making the latter 
it was a fundamental right and a vitally urgent 
to get forces in motion throughout Bosnia that 
"^ould fight their violence and crime. 

Patriotic League, a military response to the orches- 
^^cd violence against Bosnia, was a reflection of the 


countiy and her belief that she could not be destroyed. 
The seeds of military organization were sown in 
Bosnia's innemiost being, and their growth quite natu¬ 
rally lollowed the will) of the Bosnian people to stand 
against the aggressors from the East and their allies 
from the West. 

The Patriotic League grew and transformed itself into 
the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, both of them 
keeping an unbroken link with Bosnia's innermost be¬ 
ing. No wonder the enemies of Bosnia hurl onslaught 
after ferocious onslaught at the Army of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, offering it everything if it will only aban¬ 
don the Bosnian model. They claim that Bosnia is not a 
unity, so it can be broken up into its ethnic components 
- Croat, Serb and Muslim - and that these components 
can then be re-arranged into a "confederation", say, as 
Cosic and Tudman chorus in perfect agreement. Since 
it is not possible to split up Bosnia without unleashing 
massive military force, they need, of course, to invent 
and propagate another lie - in order to justify their first 
lie about Bosnia's disunity and the criminal facade of a 
confederal future. Cosic and Tudman are in perfect 
agreement on this lie. The threat of an "Islamic state" is 
a invention with which these high priests of crime hope 
to curry the favour of the world and justify their evil in¬ 
tentions. Hence their anger at the survival of the Bosn¬ 
ian pattern in the institutions of the Bosnian state and 
the Bosnian Army. 

The Patriotic League, or Homeland Union, or Father- 
land Community, came into existence in June 1991 iti 
accordance with the clearly-expressed wishes of the 
Bosnian people. But it was also bom of the whispering 
of centuries, and was a call to arms at a time when re¬ 
sponsible people could not take refuge in silence or ab¬ 
sence. Thus the Patriotic League breathed the spirit of 
Bosnia into the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as 
its life-source, its weapon against lies and injustice. 
With the proclamation of the Patriotic League, Bosnia 
knows her friends from her enemies, and its mystery 
inspires the bearers of the Bosnian message and fright¬ 
ens its foes. 
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Nows ordo 
sedorum 


(New World Order) 


I f, at the end of the twentieth century, it is the fate of 
Bosnia s thousand-year-old being to question the 
transformation of a communist empire into a welter 
of fascist ideologies, as her Muslims are killed and per¬ 
secuted before the eyes of the whole world, then the 
events that have paralleled the international recognition 
of the Republic's state sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and political independence are no bolts from the blue, 
nor a consequence of the world's inability to stand up to 
violence. If Bosnia's innermost being, which as a sover¬ 
eign state has had to find its own road to strength and 
growth, is not a pillar of the new world order by dint of 
its unity in diversity, we can only ask: So what is this 
order, if it isn't what any Buddhist or Hindu would find 
acceptable, any Muslim or Christian...? 

The future of Bosnia can only be guaranteed insofar as 
her new foundations are based on the principle that she 
belongs to Bosnians before all else. Otherwise, the bor¬ 
ders that form a framework for her plurality of reli¬ 
gious, ethnic and political traditions will be no more 
than lines around a continual process of disintegration, 
with no life or progress. Bosnia, therefore, cannot be¬ 
long to Muslims, Catholics, Jews or Orthodox - unless 
they are Bosnians. Only on this basis can Bosnia re¬ 
main a unity that threatens none of her individual ele¬ 
ments. What we are seeing on the political scene today 
is the hand-over of Bosnia to the criminal greed of non- 
Bosnians, who, for the sake of their ethnic-fundamen¬ 
talist states, want to tear apart every thread in the ta¬ 
pestry of Bosnia's unity as a state. 

Today Bosnia must be protected against Serbia and 
Croatia, because any concern they have for any com¬ 
ponent of Bosnia as a whole means denying her unity 
- the unity indispensable to any state based on the 
rights of the individual, however different he may be 
from others. 



If the Bosnia's inner being is out of harmonv w u 
new age we call the New World Order, then th 
tell lies about Bosnia have been taken as 
truth, even though their lies bear incontrovenibr^ 
ness to their crimes. ^ 
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War on the 
Western front 


S oldiers under the banner of the Greater Serb 
grand plan spent most of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries fortifying and "pacifying" 
the borders to the South and the East. Firm islands of 
peoples and historical entities presented obstacles, 
however, in the territories between the river Drina and 
the imagined borders to the West and South: hence it 
was necessary to destroy the obstacle from within. 
Bosnia, as an integral whole, was to be weakened and 
divided up, the best way being through inciting Croat 
nationalist demands on Bosnia, along with an alternat¬ 
ing support and denial of the integrity of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, in the effort to wrench them as far as possible 
from Bosnia's historical axis and reduce them to a bun¬ 
dle of cultural and religious features with no connec¬ 
tion to a country or a state. As Croat desires were 
stirred up for a national state, with the first openings m 
Bosnian territory, in Croatia itself obstacles were creat¬ 
ed to the physical unification of a stable state. And 
once the Yugoslav period had savagely crippled 
Bosnia's firm sense of identity whilst nurturing a bri¬ 
dled Croat nationalism, the Greater Serb nationalists 
thought the time had come to take resolute action to es¬ 
tablish their Western borders. By carrying out violent 
onslaughts on the territories along the River Drina an ^ 


by preventing the Bosnian state from operating m 


all 








i^.gions except tor those "assigned" to Croats as their 
alleged right, the Greater Serb fascists cunningly eot 
an enemy on their side in the first phase of the wur. For 
toning dowm the war in Croatia whilst keeping tlieir 
territorial gams, they enlisted Croat nationalist politics 
in the struggle against the Bosnian Muslims, winning 
them over as allies in the destruction of Bosnia as a 
state and the Bosnian Muslims a people. Although the 
conflict on the temtories of Croatia and Bosnia ns es¬ 
sentially a Serb-Croat one. with the division of Bosnia 
between them as a prize, Tudman's politics has allowed 
the Croats to become the most loyal allies of the Greater 
Serb fascists in their campaign against the West in order 
to establish Greater Serbia’s Western borders. 

This cunning political trick greatly weakened the 
strategic alliance betw'een the Croats and the Bosnian 
Muslims to prevent the creation of Greater Serbia. In= 
deed, it threatens the very existence of the Croat state. 
If this seems an extreme statement, remember that al¬ 
most the whole of Croatia is within range of Serb ar¬ 
tillery, which cuts it into several parts. This statement 
once seemed extreme. Today it is harsh reality. 

We are wimesses to a war in which the Greater Serb 
fascists have pulled off a dirty trick against the Croats, 
their ultimate enemies: by avoiding a war against two 
or more enemies at the same time, they have forced the 
rest of to have more than one enemy. 
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Exiles and 
helpers 

T hose who are carrying out the criminal sentence 
of death against Bosnian Muslims aim to de¬ 
stroy their political identity by destroying their 
every means of defence. State defence production sys¬ 
tems and operations have been the fascists' prime tar¬ 
get. The aim is to cripple the Bosnian Muslims' self- 
awareness, producing only fragmented and individual 
responses to the fascists' crimes. Their self-image con¬ 
fused and shredded, the Bosnians are unable to defend 
their state effectively. They cannot form or develop any 
other vital means of defence. One particularly obvious 
result of such a state of mind is the refugee problem, as 
can be seen in any defended Bosnian town. 

Using lessons leamt from centuries of destroying 
Bosnian Muslims across the Balkans, extended and re¬ 
fined by medieval and modem experience of anti-Mus¬ 
lim crimes in Spain, Palestine, India and elsewhere, the 
fascists of Greater Serbia and Greater Croatia have 
launched attacks on Bosnian Muslims with every 
available means and the utmost ferocity. Their inten¬ 
tion is to wipe out everything Muslim, by murder, rape 
and expulsion, by destroying, razing and burning. The 
systematic perpetration of such crimes is aimed at pre¬ 
venting the possibility of a Muslim community ever 
being rebuilt on the territories that Muslims have in¬ 
habited for centuries. It is aimed at producing the same 
effects obtained in past centuries in Slavonia, Serbia 
and Montenegro, in Eastern and Western Herzegovina. 

The fact the criminals find support in us today is shown 
by our treatment of refugees. This is a consequence of 
not having a clear picture of the crime. Throughout 
Bosnian territory not under the criminals' rule, most 
refugees are perceived as a burden. But the heavier the 
burden, the more we acquiesce in the effects of the 
campaign of evil. Those who flee evil can take nothing 
with them but the overriding awareness that they are 
leaving everything in order to save their life. And that 
life, because it assumes the right to be different, has no 
value in the eyes of the evildoers. They could have fled 
to relatives - or those they consider to be relatives - or 
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;ihro!i(l, where ihey would evetiliuilly Imve drowned. 
When tliey lind sheller with (lieir own eoinpidriots, in 
die towns of their own eoiintry, tliey led they luive e.s- 
e.'iped with only their lives, lint :ill too (dten they do 
not meet with the feeling iind awtireiiess amongst those 
who reeeive them th:it they tire till one, tluit the roots o( 
their existenee tire till eqiitdly jeoptirdi/.ed. [hose who 
tirrivc very soon beeome just iniihadjinni -refugees. A 
label wbieh .symbolizes their host's fetirs of pressures 
on searee welftire serviees tuid housing, of being de¬ 
prived of everydtiy eomforts, tmd so on. 

file exiles tire foreed to letive their homes and lands by 
the power of evil. They go to where this power does not 
rctieh. fliey expeet shelter tiiul to Join battle against the 
situtition in their homeltmds. Hut this requires support 
from the region in whieh they tirrive - whieh must rc- 
mtiiii elearly .sepanite from the lands they have lied. The 
elearer the separation, the more eertain their triumph 
over evil and their eventual return. Nowhere today, 
from HlagiiJ to feoCak, will we hear the word ansur. If 
our people hiive ehosen the Qur'anie expression imihad- 
Jinin, refugees, to denote one part of their fate, then an¬ 
other notion is needed to complete it - ansar, or helpers. 
The harshness of the fate of today's Bosnian Muslims 
does not lie in the number o\'imduidjimn. What makes 
their fate so hard and pitiful is the shortage of ensarije. 
The former had to elioose between deatli and exile. 
They lied from evil to those who have an absolute duty 
to help and comfort them. They are here because they 
have nowhere else to go. To blame the refugees would 
be like blaming the weather, which prophetic tradition 
describes as blaming God. fhe helpers, however, only 
have the illusion of choice. They think they can close 
their doors and hearts to the exiles, light llrcs in their 
hearths alone, wash their hands and eat their meals 
alone. In so doing Ihey deny and ignore the Prophet's 
message that food for one will feed two, food for two 
will feed four, and food for four will feed eight. Such a 
viewpoint, blurred by selfishness, means above all that 
they are failing to help themselves, for denying a shared 
fate prevents a shared resistance. In other words, an al¬ 
liance with the criminals against ourselves. Rejecting 
the muhadjinm and refusing to be their ansar, our peo¬ 
ple today unconsciously abet the activities of their own 
enemies - something they do not recognize today. Our 
hisloiy teaches us that they may therefore expect to run 
the gauntlet tomorrow of what they could not recognize 
today. And the criminal's ultimate art is to persuade his 
Victim that he does not exist. 

So today let us quote these words of Divine inspiration: 


"And those (ansar) 

love whosoever has emigrated to them, 
not finding in their breasts any need 
for what they have been given, and 
preferring others above themselves even 
though poverty be their portion."* 
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The Guardians 
of Bosnia 

T he Ark of the Covenant, or tabut, symbolizes the 
mystery of messages that unite peoples and 
communities. It is no wonder that it is also a 
symbol of the breast and the heart of each individual. 
Between the mystery of the individual, symbolized by 
the heart, and the mystery of the community, symbol¬ 
ized by the Ark of the Covenant, there is a living inter¬ 
dependence. It transforms each generation into an or¬ 
ganism that survives the individual deaths of its mem¬ 
bers and the sufferings of the community itself. Each 
people's Ark of the Covenant contains a sceptre, as a 
symbol of spiritual leadership that grows and lives 
thioLigh time; a breastplate, as a symbol of the protec¬ 
tion of each individual by belonging to a community; 
and a chalice of manna, as a guarantee of God's bless¬ 
ing - a reward for loyalty to sacred tradition. The Ark 
of the Covenant is surrounded by ranks of Guardians, 
piotcctcd by their knowledge of the secret and its 
guardianship. 

An awareness of the Ark of the Covenant, which is 
both a symbol of the home and of the hidden centre, 
turns everywhere on earth into an altar for the 
guardians of the holy of holies, for "to God belongs all 
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that is in the heavens and the earth" and "each place is 
a place to ser\ e God". 

For centuries Bosnia has been denied her holy mes¬ 
sage. But her people still light tor her. Disputation 
safeguards the message, just as the travails of the world 
lead one to perceive one's innenuost secrets. In their 
astonishing persecution of the supporters of Bosnia, 
the soldiers of Satan are really searching for the 
Guardians of Bosnia, because in this secret order of 
chivalry they can sense their adversaries, who recog¬ 
nize that Truth is revealed to men and peoples in differ¬ 
ent ways and that they can serve It by walking different 
paths. They say that Bosnia is an "illusion not worth 
serving, but the people are the target of their efforts and 
struggle". They also say that their goal is not Bosnia. 
Hence Bosnia must be remodelled to match the (under) 
development of some of its peoples today. In these as¬ 
sumptions, chaos stands revealed, and the skill of evil 
in disguising itself in the robes and words of those who 
are the target of its viciousness. 

Is all this happening to Bosnia by accident, without the 
approval and support of the world's mighty and power¬ 
ful? Do these events reveal their secret discourse down 
the ages? Throughout Bosnia's territory her Muslims 
are being killed, persecuted and humiliated. All evi¬ 
dence of their centuries-long presence is being de¬ 
stroyed. There are escape routes from the great siege of 
their country which will never be roads of return. They 
are still packed in a few isolated valleys along the 
Bosna and Neretva Rivers. Participating in these acts 
are people whose origins are in Bosnia, but who have 
betrayed Bosnia and become its destroyers. 

If we look back we see that what is happening in 
Bosnia today is Just what happened in the past in 
Slavonia, Lika, Serbia, Montenegro and elsewhere. 
Bosnian Muslims are being destroyed along with their 
towns and regions, without the victims knowing the ul¬ 
timate goal of the criminals. The self-same tide of evil 
washes over the centuries. Its present ravages in 
Bosnia show that it has not reached its full, let alone 
spent its evil energy. Will its final effect be the rise of 
an "Orthodox Empire", spreading from the Northern 
seas to the Aegean and Adriatic coasts? Is this empire 
meant to protect its masters' sources of wealth in the 
Middle East, by blocking German attempts at a counter 
balance which would spread across the Balkans and 
the Black Sea as far as the same sources of wealth? For 
the sake of such a scheme, are the Muslims from all 
over the Balkans to be crammed into tiny enclaves 


where they will be reduced to conditions of bare phys- 
ieal survival? If this is the case, should we sec Dos¬ 
toyevsky's message about ti "Great Orthodox Empire , 
with Constantinople at its centre, as one of the goals to 
which the crimes of the past and present arc leading? 
This series of crimes points to the future persecution of 
Muslims all over the Balkans, the break-up of Albania 
and Macedonia, genocide in the Sandzak and Kosova, 
and so on. Will this settle the borders between Western 
Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, paving the way 
for their reconciliation and the resulting evangelization 
of the whole world? 

Let us assume the feasibility of this secret notion, 
which the events of the past two centuries have un¬ 
veiled. But where will it end? When will the wave of 
evil and blood pass away? Can it ensure permanent 
support from its centres, since truth and the fight for 
tmtli is an innermost instinct of each human being? 

Patterns and links between ideological and financial 
powers, cleverly hidden behind the screen of public 
politics, tend to be no more than financial juggling and 
trickery. They all operate according to laws that must 
be understood for their own self-protection. 

Once, after a triumph on the battlefield, a companion 
of Imam Ali, the virtuous guide to virtue, sighed in sad¬ 
ness that some of his friends were not present to see the 
glory of their victory. Then the Imam explained that all 
those who serve the Truth were with them in the same 
army, even if they were not yet in their mother's wombs 
- every one of them, from the first to the last. And today, 
when countless armies pass and do battle through our 
land, let it be known that among them are the Guardians 
of Bosnia. Seen from the outside they stand as one, de¬ 
spite their several sacred traditions. Their goal, in fact, 
is not Bosnia or any other country. They recognize the 
sanctity of human life. They are a part of a community 
rooted in that sanctity, a community that bears witness 
to Truth before any race of people. 

And Bosnia is the best means of realizing such a goal. 
It is the name of that goal. It is an Ark of the Covenant 
or heart that shows that man, from first to last, is a sol¬ 
dier in one army. This army's unity recognizes any¬ 
thing that supports the sanctity and mystery of the indi¬ 
vidual. Through it. Truth is unveiled and revealed in 
the heart of Man. 

And there is no country like Bosnia. Her Guardians 
sometimes appear as bishops, abbots, monks or friars. 




sometimes as lay brethren, and sometimes in the garb 
of Muslim orders. At times some may prevail, at times 
others. However, none of them will accept an%ihing as 
a measure of dedication to the holy message except for 
the belief that no individual and no community can ob¬ 
tain freedom and justice if they deny freedom and jus¬ 
tice to others. They witness and reveal the tmth that 
holy traditions have a single centre, which can be 
reached wherever one’s starting-point may be. They 
know that nobody can call himself a Christian, a Jew or 
a Muslim if his tradition does not lead him to one and 
the same Centre. They see. therefore, their way to sal¬ 
vation in limitless loyalty to their owTi tradition. In this, 
the closer they get to the Centre, the closer they get to 
one another. 

And today, as attempts are being made to destroy 
Bosnia and tear the Muslims away from Bosnia and the 
Bosnian model, it is ever more vital that Bosnian Mus¬ 


lims hold even harder onto their spirmiai repe. 


best weapon ot defence, and >aregiia-d 




to deny. The fact that the Guardians of Bosn^ ere 
lated todav does not mean they are wea?, or men 
inics sre strong. In p^t ccnninc>- >Lll^ Zv'sr 
build to^^Tis and power throughout the Baikans lo i:iP 
pattern of their faith. Despite todays desmicnoa. 
thev ha%'e built bears witness that our innermost 
rests on strong and indestructible foundations. 
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principles 

Etlnios 

The Bosnian Muslims - also known as BoSnjaci and 
Bosnians - arc a people in their own right, just like oth¬ 
er European peoples. They have their own history, as 
expressed in their language, culture and political goals. 
Their development follows an unbroken sequence 
from the first beginnings of Bosnian statehood in the 
ninth century. They have, throughout this period and 
despite numerous changes, preserved properties that 
clearly distinguish them from others with whom they 
share related ethno-genetic features and geo-political 
territories. Their individuality is expressed by the fact 
that they belong at the same time to the European cul¬ 
tural-historical-political framework, to the Mediter¬ 
ranean circle of shared cultural and religious traditions, 
to the world of Christianity and the world of Islam. 
Their life is organically inter-linked with that of 
Catholics, Orthodox and Jews. Aware of their message 
about the world unity of diverse religious traditions, 
they derive their political goals from the principle of 
unity in diversity. These political goals are the same - 
though they have so far only vaguely and inadequate¬ 
ly taken shape at the level of political awareness - 
across all the regions they inhabit, whether in their 
mother country of Bosnia, their other homelands of 
the Sandzak, Serbia and Montenegro, or in the coun¬ 
tries where they live as emigrants (Turkey, Croatia, 
Slovenia, the lands of the European Union, and so on.) 
The consciousness of a common past, with its living 
impact on language, religion, culture and politics, is 
the key to understanding the future of this people. The 
ethnic identity of Bosnian Muslims as a whole is 
linked to the territorial integrity and the political and 
legal continuity of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state. Be¬ 
sides, there can be said to be general agreement that the 
international position of the Bosnian Muslims and the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state should be clearly linked to 
the political, economic and cultural support of the new 
world order. 

Religion 

Jhe ethnic identity of the Bosnian Muslims cannot be 
Bosnian history. This means that 
unity in diversity has shaped this peo- 
spiritual and cultural features. It is ex¬ 


pressed in a coiitiiuiing process of coexistence between 
dilTcrcnt religions traditions in the same region for a 
thousand years of history. For Bosnia's historical fate, 
which is to occupy a territory between the Catholie 
West and the Orthodox Ea.st, has given the need to es¬ 
tablish religious traditions which understand and act 
according to their link to the self-same source. The 
Church of Bosnia developed on this basis. It was actu¬ 
ally an attempt to reconcile the religious origins of 
Christianity with Bosnia's linguistic, cultural and polit¬ 
ical circumstances on the one hand, and the major ec¬ 
clesiastical systems of the surrounding countries on 
the other. The medieval Bosnjaci were close to Chris¬ 
tianity's original roots. Therefore Islam, with its open 
acceptance and promotion of the unity of diverse reli¬ 
gious traditions, found fertile soil in Bosnia. The pres¬ 
ence of a small Muslim community in Bosnia - long 
before the Ottomans' political and religious campaigns 
of occupation in Europe - cannot be disputed. Howev¬ 
er, the real expansion of Islam among the Bosnjaci be¬ 
gins in the fifteenth century. Islam takes over, almost 
entirely, the place of the Church of Bosnia, without 
breaking the link in folk consciousness with the Bosn¬ 
ian Christians as the direct ancestors of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, or with the medieval Bosnian state as their own 
heritage. The Bosnian Muslims are, in a religious 
sense, followers of Islam, who adhere in various de¬ 
grees and forms to the teaching, heritage and institu¬ 
tions of their faith. This adherence, along with the me¬ 
dieval heritage and their environment, has had crucial, 
effects on the shaping of a communal identity. Al¬ 
though the Bosnian Muslim identity is primarily deter¬ 
mined by allegiance to the Islamic religious tradition, it 
poses no conditions of religious or political orientation 
on its members. Bosnian Muslims have not yet created 
a religious community framework completely in har¬ 
mony with their communal identity. However, the ex¬ 
isting religious institutions (mosques, schools, li¬ 
braries, institutes, etc.) and organizations are an insep¬ 
arable part of their ethnic whole. It is not possible to 
define this people or the intellectual characteristics of 
its members without reference to the totality of their re¬ 
ligion and its effects. 

Culture 

As a European people, Bosnian Muslims share the 
common fate of European culture. All trends towards 
closer links between European peoples have resulted in 
the encouragement and strengthening of individuality; 
this, incidentally, is inseparable from the "Mediter¬ 
ranean ring", whose spirituality of Holy Writ, symbol- 


“cparated from 
Bosnia's lasting 
pie's distinctive 


iscii by (lie loiiiplc on tlio Mount, ties luiropc, Africa 
aiui Asia into a unity of sacred tradition, fliis union has 
its most distinct lonn in the common origin and intcr- 
pcimcation ol Judaism, Christianity and Islam. All as¬ 
pects ol Bosnian Muslim culture bear the signs of this 
union and inter-permeation. The accent on the role of 
Islam means it can take a middle position in relations 
between the world of Christianity and the world of Is¬ 
lam. The Bosnian Muslim culture as a whole is charac- 
tei ized by a thousand-year progression that is distinct - 
either in terms of clearly-marked features or subtle nu- 
142 ■ front its closest neighbours. This distinctive¬ 

ness has fiequently been called into question by a sim¬ 
plistic world-view based on political prejudice, dreams 
of occupation, and a misunderstanding of the complex 
intertwining and inter-permeation of European culture. 

Language 

Bosnian is not only the name used by Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims for centuries to describe their mother tongue, 
which is also spoken by Croats, Serbs and Montene¬ 
grins - the Croats naming it Croatian, the Serbs Ser¬ 
bian, and the Montenegrins, more often than not, Mon¬ 
tenegrin. Besides overriding similarities to the version 
used by Croats, Serbs and Montenegrins, this language 
possesses specific features that make it as individual 
and separate as "Serbian" and "Croatian" within their 
mutual relationship. 

The specific features of Bosnian are inseparably linked 
to the particular ethnic, religious and cultural features 
of the Bosnian Muslims. Denial of this identity, purely 
for reasons of political dominance and occupation, has 
produced great ravages amongst the linguistic identity 
of the Bosnian Muslims. Nevertheless, a rich thousand- 
year-old written heritage, along with the survival of ver¬ 
nacular features, has created an adequate basis for the 
restoration and development of the Bosnian language. 
Since it has served to reflect and convey different reli¬ 
gious traditions for centuries, its openness and adapt¬ 
ability to mediation between the Eastern and Western 
heritages is evident. Thus "untranslatable" words fi’om 
the various holy traditions have been woven in a living 
and natural way into the Bosnian language, which also 
makes it open to the common resources of the past, pre¬ 
sent and future diversity of the world. 

State 

As the ethno-genetic, cultural and linguistic ties of 
Bosnian Muslims with the Serbs, Croats and Montene¬ 


grins, will! whom they share the same geo-political ter¬ 
ritory, cannot be broken, their political identity is also 
tied to the ethnic identity-based politics of the Serbs, 
Croats and Montenegrins. The creation of Serbia as an 
entity that cxpre.sscs the desire of the Serbs to have 
their own state, and Croatia, that expresses a similar 
desire on the part of the Croats, makes it necessary for 
Bosnia to establish herself as an integral and separate 
state. (Here the name Bosnia is used to denote the 
thousand year old cultural, historical and political enti¬ 
ty which is now officially named Bosnia and Herze- 
govina.) Bosnia and Herzegovina must have the same 
degree of state independence as Serbia and Croatia. 
This does not imply that Bosnia and Herzegovina as a 
state must have the same internal constitutional stme- 
ture as neighbouring states. On the contrary, its cultur¬ 
al and historical identity makes domination impossible 
by any of the three peoples whose members comprise 
the majority of Bosnia and Herzegovina's people. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a state has to reflect its sta¬ 
tus as an organic amalgam of parts, both at ethnic and 
geographic level. Equal individual rights - regardless 
of political, religious or ethnic allegiance - form the ba¬ 
sis for all other rights, including the protection and de¬ 
velopment of separate Bosnian Muslim, Bosnian Serb, 
Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Jewish identities. The rela¬ 
tionship between individual rights, community rights 
and national rights caimot be reduced to any single as¬ 
pect of Bosnia's unity, since excluding any one of them 
would, in the least bad scenario, threaten the condi¬ 
tions that guarantee the existence of her Muslims and 
dangerously disrupt a balance which is of crucial im¬ 
portance to the whole of Europe. The thousand-year 
history of Bosnia cannot be divorced fi:om its territory, 
which has been defined by internationally-recognized 
borders since the eighteenth century, for every inch of 
this territory is sown with the cultures of all three peo¬ 
ples. Hence not a scrap of the territory of the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian state can be singled out and described 
as the heritage of one people alone. Nor can rights that 
would exclude any of the three peoples be derived 
from the numerical dominance of any of the peoples in 
any part of Bosnia and Herzegovina's territory. De¬ 
mands for ethnic rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
must not jeopardize the existence and independence of 
the state. Except for this crucial restriction, any local 
administration system for the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is admissible in the eyes of Bosnian 
Muslim politics. This system must be set up in such a 
way as to fully safeguard conditions for the existence 
and development of Bosnian Muslims. 







\VoiIrf 

Hosninn Muslims are at the same time a ixirt ornuropc 
aiul the Islamie world. T heir message to Europe de- 
j-jves not only from tlieir inseparability from Europe's 
ciilinraldustorieal and politieal/ecouomie framework, 
but also from their readiness to guarantee the original 
values of the Islamic world to the West, and vice versa. 
As the establishment of the new world order provides 
Bosnian Muslims with the most suitable and reliable 
framework for the achievement of their needs, they 
must endeavour at international level to forge the clos¬ 
est possible links with all international organizations, 
states and movements that encourage this order. They 
must establish relationships with their closest neigh¬ 
bours on the basis of a desire for international recogni¬ 
tion and respect, to ensure both lasting harmony in in¬ 
ter-community and international relationships, and mu¬ 
tual co-operation for the efficient achievement of com¬ 
mon goals. 

Politics 

Bosnian Muslim politics must develop and act sepa¬ 
rately in all permissible domains, bearing in mind the 
principle that Bosnia and Herzegovina as an indepen¬ 
dent state forms the baseline for an effective Muslim 
politics. The integrity and efficiency of the constitution¬ 
al system of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
requires that all forms of community action by Bosnian 
Muslims be realized first and foremost through the op 
portunities and systems offered by the state. Individua 
and separate structures and bodies will be set up on y 
for the purpose of achieving goals for which the state 
does not offer an adequate framework, and only when it 
does not threaten stability and progress. Thus the un 
lying goal of Bosnian Muslim politics is 
justice for their own society and community. T e osn 
ian state, therefore, is not a political end in itse 
Bosnian Muslims. It is nevertheless the best means 
achieving their underlying goal: freedom an jus ice o 
all. (By "the Bosnian state", I refer to the po hica a 
ministrative structure throughout the present epu ic 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.) 
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Relationships 


Ethnos and Religion 

Neither the specific nor the general features of Bosnian 
Muslim identity are out of harmony with religious tra¬ 
dition. On the contrary, religious tradition, both as her¬ 
itage and living source of spirituality, forms the true 
core of Bosnian Muslim identity. From the core that, 
like the hub of a wheel, connects and Joins a people s 
diversity into a single unity, radiate the rights of each 
individual to freely choose their relationship to their 
religion, people and politics. However, these rights by 
definition cannot exclude links of kinship, shared his¬ 
tory, language, culture and homeland. Since Islam rec¬ 
ognizes the unity of different sacred traditions and the 
diversity of peoples, languages and cultures, while at 
the same time clearly pointing to a single source, it 
provides Bosnian Muslims with an overall framework 
for balancing an orientation towards what is individual 
and what is general about their temporal identity. Thus 
the more resolute their orientation towards the particu¬ 
lar features of their ethnic identity, the more resolute 
their orientation and openness towards general human 
values. The external forms of holy tradition - known as 
Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism and so on - 
do not only agree in terms of their underlying values, 
but can be clearly identified and recognized, according 
to Islam, from their origins. Thus the changes in terms 
of the Bosnian Muslims' links with religious tradition 
through their history have opened this people's minds 
and given them an extraordinary mission on earth. 
What cannot be done in the narrowest confines carmot 
be done in the world as a whole. At the spiritual core of 
the Bosnian Muslim being is the firm conviction that 
different forms of religious traditions can coexist in 
complete harmony - which, in general terms, is a vital 
precondition for the future of the world and mankind. 
And this is being put to the test and safeguarded by the 
struggle for the survival and growth of Bosnia. 

Choice of religious orientation is the right of each indi¬ 
vidual. It cannot be made through force. But as faith, 
regardless of its intensity, is a form of human knowl¬ 
edge much more deeply rooted than thought, the whole 
of the Bosnian Muslim history, language and culture 
bear the stamp of the Islamic tradition in the widest 
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adoption, enabling the Bosnian Muslim people to 
shape and achieve their desires as individuals and as 
community. 
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^ ^ MK\ Cl Bosnian Muslims orient themselves towards 
g' eial woild and human values, they find themselves 
mning even more resolutely towards the features of 
cir own gioup and rediscovering their forgotten 
selves. However, one of the vital factors here is to 
cntify and recognize the role of religion in that unity 
o ivcisities - in other words, in the Bosnian Muslim 
identity as a whole. 

Ethnos and Culture 

Bosnian Muslim identity is the direct expression of a 
long and vibrant cultural process. It emerges from this 
process and continually returns there to refresh and re¬ 
model itself. The people as a whole is supported like 
weft on a warp by this living course of culture that, 
over almost a thousand years, has shaped the make-up 
of the individual and the whole community, manifest¬ 
ing itself in a range of cultural achievements. Whatev¬ 
er the geographic, political and social diversity of a 
people, it can always be recognized from the underly¬ 
ing warp of its culture. Bosnian Muslim culture is a 
trustworthy and dependable branch of the historical 
mainstream of holy tradition. Therefore it does not re¬ 
strict itself to a mythic origin or the work of some indi¬ 
vidual; it interacts and converses with history as a 
whole and the various forms in which one and the same 
Essence manifests itself throughout history. Seen in 
terms of external form, it is part of the Mediterranean 
family tree, which gives it a multiple relationship with 
Europe and the non-European Orient. Its source is the 
adoption of the principles of the unity of creation and 
the sanctity of man as "created in the fairest stature". 
Safeguarding an individual's rights and freedoms as a 
pre-condition for identifying and recognizing his sa¬ 
cred essence, therefore, is the goal of the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim mission, while everything else is only a means to 
achieve this end. This principle forms a universal stan¬ 
dard by which all plans and actions within the frame¬ 
work of the Bosnian Muslim community are drawn up 
and assessed. 

The unity of Bosnian Muslim identity derives from the 
unity of Bosnian Muslim culture; via its continuing 
orientation towards the individual, this is linked to oth¬ 
er cultures, thus, through a process of osmosis and 


Bosnian Muslim identity cannot be separated from 
Bosnian as a language in its own right. This language 
both by its distinctive features and its similarities with 
its neighbours, guarantees lasting vitality to the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslim people, both in terms of modern-day life 
and along the perpendicular axis of their history, which 
points towards the future. The speech of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, as expressed in their language, reflects their intel¬ 
lectual, social and cultural development over a period 
of more than a thousand years, guarding all the attrib¬ 
utes that define their ethnic identity. These attributes 
are inseparably linked to the Bosnian Muslim experi¬ 
ence as a whole, and thus Bosnian, as a member of the 
Slavic branch of the Indo-European family of lan¬ 
guages, enables, safeguards and encourages an open¬ 
ness to cultural exchange and osmosis. Moreover, the 
chain of religious tradition - part of the unity of diver¬ 
sity that forms the Bosnian Muslim identity and is or¬ 
ganically bonded by means of Islam - links Bosnian 
with the Semitic family of languages and religious ex¬ 
periences, making it a linguistic tool of supreme versa¬ 
tility. The differences that exist in today's use of Bosn¬ 
ian in certain areas inhabited by Bosnian Muslims are 
largely a consequence of dogged efforts to destroy 
their ethnic identity. The protection and restoration of 
this identity is therefore inseparable from the protec¬ 
tion and restoration of the Bosnian language. However, 
such a restoration also implies determined efforts to 
raise awareness about our own language, its extraordi¬ 
nary richness of lexis, its diversity of scripts, and its 
openness to all possible experience at individual and 
world level. 

The openness of the Bosnian Muslim identity does not 
imply only favouring the outside, the other. On the 
contrary: it affirms its own individuality. And it has all 
the tools it needs to maintain a two-way link with the 
world as a whole and all its parts. The Bosnian lan¬ 
guage is the language of Bosnian Muslims. Its similar¬ 
ities, cross-fertilizations and parallels, however crucial 
or slight, with other languages do not detract from its 
own individuality and its ability to reflect the whole of 
its speakers' identity as it goes from strength to 
strength. The encouragement and affirmation of the 
Bosnian Muslim linguistic identity - in other 
the Bosnian language - is inseparably linked to 
wider struggle for ethnic rights and freedoms. More 




over, Olliers means (hat they must accept 

,I,is linguistic autonomy as a key element in the overall 
goals rit'lhc Bosnian Muslim community. 

Ethnos and State 

Bosnian Muslims have never been prompted by the in- 
tcnial demands of their own culture to take as their 
goal a certain type of government or a revival of out¬ 
dated systems from the past. This is where their striv¬ 
ing for ethnic identity differs from those of their neigh¬ 
bours, in particular the Serbs and Croats. The Bosnian 
Muslim people have concentrated throughout their his¬ 
tory on protecting and encouraging unity in diversity, 
which derives from the key principle, the key right, 
that underlies their culture; each individual is sacred by 
nature, as is whatever supports this sacrament. 
Throughout history, Bosnian Muslims have seen this 
goal as achievable more in cultural than in socio-polit¬ 
ical terms, though this has always been paralleled by 
the awareness that these two sides of the same Essence 
are actually inseparable. 

The two-way linkage between the cultural/historical 
and the national/political aspects of the nationalist 
strivings of Bosnia's neighbours make the protection 
and development of Bosnian Muslim identity all the 
more vital. If only one independent state were to bor¬ 
der on Bosnia, then Bosnia's survival as a cultural and 
historical entity - which is synonymous with the sur¬ 
vival of her Muslims - would only be possible if 
Bosnia were an independent state. Cultural and histori¬ 
cal identity, in other words, can only be defended by 
fiill political independence. 

The survival and growth of Bosnian Muslims can be 
guaranteed by the survival and growth of a democratic 
and independent Bosnia, which carmot be an ethnic 
state. Its state constitution must allow the individual 
rights and freedoms at the highest level, regardless of 
religious, ethnic or political allegiance. Indeed, such a 
system must enable each of Bosnia's peoples to devel¬ 
op their own identity, such that freedom is viewed as 
the right to be different as long as it does not threaten 
to rob others of that right. The Bosnian state system 
reust, at all levels, recognize and protect the needs and 
goals of the Bosnian Muslim people. This means that 
legislative, judiciary and executive bodies at all levels 
otust be stmetured so as to prevent them from ever be- 
jog used as a tool - or having their effectiveness 
ocked - by one ethnic or political group. Thus in 
osnia there can be no ethnically-constituted state or¬ 
ganisations. And no anti-ethnic ones. Nor can they be 


noii-ethnic, nor a simple sum ol ethnic parts. Their in¬ 
ternal and external measure must lie in how well they 
protecl and encourage Bosnia's identity as an indepen¬ 
dent state. 

Edinus iiiul World 

Bosnian Muslims are a race amongst the world's races, 
which fonn a unified system. Their identity, their seSf- 
image, is inseparable from the world. Hence their sur¬ 
vival and growth depends on their relationship with 
every other identity in the world, and with the world as 
a whole. Boundaries, inter-relationships and osmosis 
with others presuppose recognizing the Unity that un¬ 
derlies all the different external forms - a diversity 
which does not jeopardise the essence that lies outside 
time and fonn. 

As Bosnia is an inseparable aspect of their ethnic iden¬ 
tity, Bosnian Muslims are by their very nature in con¬ 
stant interaction with her Serbs, Croats and Jews. This 
interaction sets the conditions for the existence of 
Bosnia, and consequently the existence of the Bosnian 
Muslim people. But this vitally important determiner 
of relationships also powers the establishment and de¬ 
velopment of relationships with other communities in 
the world. These relationships can be ordered as foU 
lows: from our neighbours to the whole of Europe; 
from the world of Islam to the whole world of faith. 
Thus the setting up and development of community- 
based structures - which perfectly complements our 
support and development for structures at national lev¬ 
el - implies the setting up and development of perma¬ 
nent relationships with other communities, with com¬ 
munity-based and international organizations, with na¬ 
tion-states and unions of nation-states. This also en¬ 
ables us to know who are our friends and who are our 
enemies with regard to whether they support or ques¬ 
tion the principle that Bosnian Muslims have the right 
to full and equal participation in the development of 
the world order. 

This two-way relationship with the world is effected 
through the systematic allocation of previously exam¬ 
ined and agreed tasks to individuals, organizations and 
the state. All those entrusted with these tasks will find 
their role in the community as a whole judged on the 
basis of their contribution to the community's goals. 

Ethnos and Politics 

Although the baseline of Bosnian Muslim politics is 
the assumed unity of all Bosnian Muslims, it is primar¬ 
ily linked to the concerns of the Bosnian state. Hence 




any action concerned with die protection and develop¬ 
ment of the Bosnian state, a precondition for the pro¬ 
tection and development of the Bosnian Muslim peo¬ 
ple, falls within the bounds of Bosnian Muslim poli¬ 
tics. Both its aims and its operating framework are con¬ 
tained in the legal and constitutional structure of the 
Bosnian state, while the historical factors limiting the 
implementation of this structure of state do not limit 
the Bosnian Muslim community's long-term objec¬ 
tives. The content and fonn of any political institution 
within Bosnia and Herzegovina, whether or not it has a 
direct Muslim link, is unacceptable from a Bosnian 
Muslim political standpoint if it is in conflict with the 
Bosnian identity as a whole and the existence of the 
Bosnian state. Moreover, the fact that the Bosnian 
Muslim community has its own structure within the 
Bosnian state ensures its concern for the protection and 
development of those Bosnian Muslims who live out¬ 
side Bosnia's borders. 

Bosnian Muslims, in their struggle for equal status 
with other races, have entrusted both the political ex¬ 
ternals and the underlying principles of this task to the 
Bosnian state; hence they cannot allow the affairs of 
the Bosnian state to be run by anyone who would use a 
means which is intended to protect and develop Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims as a weapon against them. But this princi¬ 
ple must not jeopardize the rights of others. Therefore 
Bosnian Muslim politics has three key dimensions. 
The first is its orientation towards upholding the unity 
of the Bosnian state. The second is its orientation to¬ 
wards Bosnia's neighbours, in view of the mingling of 
Croat, Serb and Bosnian Muslim people across the ter¬ 
ritories of Bosnia, Serbia, Croatia and Montenegro. 
The third is its orientation toward the wider world, 
where international law and political relationships can 
bring about changes to the processes of ethnically- 
based politics. 

In each of these three dimensions, Bosnian Muslim 
politics operates within clearly-defined political do¬ 
mains; the politics of economics, finance, society, sci¬ 
ence and technology. It sets up economic, financial, so¬ 
cial, scientific and technological organisations pf its 
own wherever the Bosnian state fails to cater for its 
overall objectives. In all other cases, the protection and 
development of the economic, financial, social, scien¬ 
tific and technological needs of the Bosnian Muslim 
people is entrusted to the political institutions of the 
Bosnian state. 

The sine qua non of Bosnian Muslim politics is the 
right of the Bosnian Muslim people to exist and devel¬ 



op, which is inevitably and inseparably linked to the 
existence of the Bosnian state. This is why any politics 
that harms the constitutional-legal order of the Bosnian 
state also harms her Muslims in general. Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims must oppose such a politics with all available 
means, using their legitimate rights within the frame¬ 
work of the international community as a starting- 
point. Our power to defend group identity is propor¬ 
tional to our power to defend the Bosnian state. 

Furthermore, as the sanctity of the individual lies at the 
heart of Bosnian Muslim politics, community rights 
are based on individual rights, and therefore the stme- 
ture of the Bosnian state must be based on the rights of 
individuals. Then its acts will also stay faithful to 
Bosnia's underlying philosophy. 

Religion and Culture 

The religion of Bosnian Muslims is a universal divine 
tradition, communicated to mankind by God's prophet 
Mohammed. It is clearly and comprehensively defined 
by holy precepts, according to which it differs from 
other sacred traditions if observed firom the outside, but 
is like other holy traditions in that it stems from the 
self-same Origin. Through the holy precepts of Islam, 
man is led towards his inner being, which sees him as 
sacred and God's most perfect creation. From this inex¬ 
haustible spring wells forth the universal culture of Is¬ 
lam, which is composed both of Islam's origins and 
their imprint on time and the world. This culture rami¬ 
fies into a wealth of forms that encompass the diversi¬ 
ty of the world. If seen from the outside, these forms 
take on specific ethnic, geographic and historical fea¬ 
tures, but always preserve the one same inner Being 
and their ability to be seen and recognized by their re¬ 
lationship to all other cultural phenomena. 

Taking as their starting-point the hypothesis that all 
God's prophets and messengers form a single sequence 
- for by communicating God's truth, they have "sub¬ 
mitted" to God (the meaning of "Muslim") - all Mus¬ 
lims, as followers and tellers of this "submission" ("Is¬ 
lam"), see Islam and its effects in the legacy of all 
God's prophets and messengers. Thus Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims see in their medieval heritage, with its roots in the 
Bosnian Church, a religion and culture that is insepara¬ 
bly their own, just like the moon that stays the same 
through all its waxing and waning. 

Religious culture, which forms the living core of ethnic 
culture, is based on the religion of the Bosnian Mus 



Ijnis, but llto Bosnian Muslim people eannot be re- 
juccd to this core. Their culture is more all-embracing 
and diverse than their religious culture alone, though 
ihc two are inseparably linked and directed towards 
one another, just as the message otThe world is direct¬ 
ed towards the whole of mankind. This is why Bosnian 
kluslini culture is fully able to promote original culture 
of Islam, but to the measure of Bosnian man. 

Religion and Language 

Religion’s single, self-same Essence can be expressed 
in every language, while its diversity of expression 
does not reduce the Revelation's original value. The 
whole of Bosnian Muslim culture is reflected in the 
Bosnian language - but primarily their religious cul¬ 
ture. In language, culture finds a firm and recognizable 
skeleton round which it can form a rich and all-em¬ 
bracing organic flesh, both "sacred" and "profane". If it 
is possible for the Bosnian language to express every¬ 
thing in God's Last Epistle and all that is contained in 
the message of God's Prophet Mohammed, then the 
same language can form a base for living relationships 
with all other languages. Therefore what is most clear¬ 
ly and purely distinctive about the Bosnian language 
must lie in its roots in the Bosnian Muslims' religious 
experience, their religious community, and their rela¬ 
tionships with other religious traditions. The basis for 
the nurturing and development of the Bosnian lan¬ 
guage lies in the Bosnian Muslims' religious identity; 
hence, for this very reason, believers are more attuned 
than non-believers to the understanding and promotion 
of the Bosnian language, as a guarantee of the univer¬ 
sality of their religion. Thus the essence of the Bosnian 
language must permeate in all its purity the individual 
and collective life of Bosnia's followers of Islam. 

Religion and State 

It is rare for a religion to reach full fimition in an indi¬ 
vidual or a community. It tends to remain as a living 
and enduring signpost to supreme goals. Religion can¬ 
not be reduced to created, temporal form. Thus the 
state, from the viewpoint of religion, is a necessary but 
not a sufficient means for the achievement of religious 
ideals. A state, like all its institutions, can never be a 
8oal, and therefore religion and religious institutions 
must be seen as the prime means of spurring on and 
steering the state so that it serves the individual and 
Collective goals of the people. The Muslim religion and 
religious institutions must retain their independence 
from the Bosnian state, but also support it in its fur¬ 
thering of the common good. In return, they must ex¬ 


pect the stole to be tlie (list to defend them as tlie key 
elements of Bosnian Muslim ideiUity as a whole. In ad¬ 
dition, tlie religion and religious institutions of the 
Bosnian Muslims do not sec themselves as bounded by 
any single slate, though they do sec Bosnia, the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslim heartland, as offering a true framework for 
their protection as the "Spiritual Community of All 
Bosnian Muslims". The Bosnian Muslim Spiritual 
Community defines its role in the Bosnian state in ac¬ 
cordance with the Constitution of the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, while its role in other states 
has to be arranged on the basis of a joint agreement: the 
Community's presence in the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is only the central, key aspect of its over¬ 
all struemre. 

Religion and World 

As the Bosnian Muslims form part of the world Muslim 
community, or umma, Bosnia's Islamic believers and 
their institutions are encouraging, establishing and de¬ 
veloping relationships with all Muslim communities and 
other ethnic groups, with international Islamic organiza¬ 
tions and states, in pursuit of their Community's goals. 

Bosnia's experience of the unity of diverse religious 
traditions prompts Islamic believers and Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim institutions to establish relationships and networks 
of co-operation with all other religious communities. 
Catholics and Jews in particular. These relationships 
and networks will help Bosnian Muslims, Christians 
and Jews to meet their individual and common needs. 
World-wide experience in promoting an awareness of 
the "transcendental unity of faith" is a key goal of the 
relationship between Bosnian Muslims and the world 
as a whole. The values common to Muslims and other 
faiths - a belief in God, the sanctity of life and proper¬ 
ty, the same prophetic tradition, the veneration of 
Mary/Maryam, shared symbols, etc. - fonn an espe¬ 
cially important and cherished part of the Bosnian 
Muslim identity and the image they present to the 
world. This forms a basis for the stimulation and devel¬ 
opment of a universal religious awareness and an 
openness to the different religious experiences of other 
peoples and other holy traditions. This in turn prompts 
the individual and the Community to adapt to changes 
in world culture, politics, economy, science, etc. whilst 
keeping to the underlying values contained in the 
sources of religious tradition. 

Religion and Politics 

The faithful and their religious institutions serve the 
underlying goals of the individual and the Bosnian 




Muslim comnuinily. Tlicir baseline is an awareness 
tlial dilleieni political approaelies work at different 
levels, these they respect, whilst recognizing and stim¬ 
ulating everything in them that is in accordance with 
the fundamental teachings of religious tradition. Politi¬ 
cal action, as the art of the possible, is of direct interest 
to the faithful and their institutions, since it forms an 
insepaiable part of individual and community life. But 
no politics, of any single group, party, state or interna¬ 
tional community, can be seen as the complete expres¬ 
sion of a religious ideal and its believers; hence, 
though the Bosnian Spiritual Community is always in¬ 
volved in the political process, its institutions tend to 
operate outside or in parallel to specific political move¬ 
ments. Religion offers principles that can rarely be 
achieved in specifically political terms, and for this 
reason a religion's full depths can never be plumbed by 


or equated with any political movement. This also 
means that the Community encourages its believers to 
support the presence and action of basic religious prin¬ 
ciples in any political movement. No institution or 


group of believers has the exclusive right to "under¬ 
stand" and "interpret" a faith and its origins. 


Bosnian Muslims, as an organic part of the overall cui 
turc of Bosnia, cannot therefore be separated from th' 
totality of state politics and the general structure of ih^ 
Bosnian state. The state is the framework for the deveh 
opment and protection of the freedom of the individual 
and the people; through it, cultural politics can be im¬ 
plemented, the unity of Bosnian Muslim culture can be 
nurtured and protected, and communication can take 
place with the Bosnian Muslims living outside the 
Bosnian state. 

The nature and development of the Bosnian state di¬ 
rectly affects the preservation and development of the 
Bosnian Muslim culture, while the latter, inter alia 
stimulates effective state leadership and serves to pro¬ 
mote the state itself. 

The fact that different ethnic cultures forni organic 
parts of Bosnian culture imposes its own demands on 
the organization of the state, i.e. that it should serve 
and aid all ethnic cultures equally. 

Culture and World 


Culture and Language 

Within the totality of Bosnian Muslim culture, the 
Bosnian language gives the clearest and most enduring 
reflection of their culture's uniqueness, the doubts, 
pressures and sufferings it has undergone throughout 
history. The patchwork that forms the Bosnian lan¬ 
guage has a single underlying golden thread, which 
protects and encourages awareness amongst Bosnian 
Muslims of their historic ethnic and religious identity. 
As for the openness of Bosnian Muslims towards other 
peoples, cultures and religious traditions, a linguistic 
treasure-house has crystallised around this underlying 
thread. This might look like "foreign" influence. But 
the ability of Bosnian Muslim culture to connect and 
condense enables the Bosnian language to derive new 
strength from its interaction with the outside world's 
rich diversity. These contributions maintain effective 
and organic links between the Bosnian Muslims and 
other cultures. In this, the use of the Bosnian language 
within the religious life of Bosnian MusOims and their 
Community ensures the language's full purity and its 
harmony with the demands of continuing education for 
the Community's members. 

Culture and State 

The Bosnian state is a precondition and the key means 
for its Muslims to achieve their goals. The culture of 


The unique culture of Bosnian Muslims forms part of a 
global world culture. Having its own intrinsic value, it 
endures and acts within the framework of world unity. 
Its process is one of continual give and take, aiding 
both the individual and the people. It constantly pro¬ 
tects its own individuality whilst seeking points of con¬ 
tact with other cultures, thus enabling both individual 
and people to play an effective and harmonious role in 
the world order. 

The external forms of Bosnian Muslim culture - ex¬ 
pressed in ethics, art, socialisation and education - be¬ 
ing a reflection of their historical identity, also act as a 
guarantee for the abilities of the whole people. The 
world, therefore, forms an overall framework and a 
permanent yardstick for the living course of Bosnian 
Muslim culture. 

Culture and Politics 

The culture of Bosnian Muslims, as both the inner 
identity of individual and people and their external ex¬ 
pression in terms of cultural acts, covers all political 
plans and goals, including the structure, administration 
and promotion of the state as a system of rule based on 
laws that reflect the will and needs of the citizens of the 
Bosnian state. Thus all politics - whether domestic or 
foreign, social or financial, economic or oriented to 
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variis science and leelinology - is inseparable IVoiu 
^'I'lliiial polilic's. wbieli means (hat the shape of die 
posiiii’” state implies an aeeeptanee and understanding 
(-Bosnian Muslim culture. Being inseparable from the 

values ol'individual and people, Bosnian Muslim cul¬ 
ture is niore lundamental than any political movement, 
for this reason the relationship between i>oli(ics and 
ciiluire is actually a relationship between means and 
end. tnr eulture is the ultimate and most important 
iiicans by which the final goals of community politics 
can be achieved. 

Language and State 

Though the Bosnian language should be the liveliest 
and best-protected expression of Bosnian Muslim 
identity, especially in religious and cultural life, its use 
in the overall business of state is a vital measure of 
equality for Bosnian Muslims. This is why the use of 
Bosnian at all levels of state - in matters of economy, 
finance, society, legislation and the judiciary, educa¬ 
tion, etc. - is a fundamental demand of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim politics. Bosnian Muslims themselves set norms 
for the language in their community-based institutions, 
but they use and defend the language at all levels of 
state. The Bosnian language is the language of the 
Bosnian state. This all-embracing statement does not 
mean that the language of Bosnian Croats or Serbs is 
not equally the language of the Bosnian state. It is the 
fundamental right of all peoples that live in Bosnia to 
use the Bosnian, Croatian or Serbian language, while 
separate and joint use at official level must be defined 
by an agreement that expresses the wishes of all peo¬ 
ples in the unity that is Bosnia. 

Just as Bosnian Muslim identity is inseparable from 
the Bosnian state, so an equal right to use the Bosnian 
language at all levels is inseparable from the Bosnian 
Muslims' right to unhindered development. 

Language and World 

Since there can be no politics at community or state 
level that does not reflect the growing inter-depen¬ 
dence between the individual and the global, by which 
increased links at world level give greater strength to 
the individual, the domestic politics of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims and the Bosnian state implies a world orientation. 
This means it is vital to present the whole of the Bosn¬ 
ian Muslim identity to the world. They are an entity in 
their own right, and therefore their language is also an 
entity in its own right. Their similarity and kinship 


with other peoples does not imply iiilcriority or sub¬ 
servience to any other people, just as similarities be¬ 
tween Bosnian and other langnages do not justify its 
replacement by any other language, h'or this reason the 
Bosnian language is both (he prccondilion and the 
route for Bosnian Muslims to cstabli.sh a world pres¬ 
ence in the domains of culture, politics, economics and 
education alike. 

Language and Politics 

If politics is the pursuit of affairs of state with the pur¬ 
pose of enabling a people's freedom of development, 
then language, as the bulwark of spiritual and material 
culture, cannot be separated from any branch of com¬ 
munity or national politics. Bosnian Muslim politics 
finds its prime expression in the Bosnian language. But 
the Bosnian language is at the same time also the goal 
of Bosnian Muslim politics. Because until the Bosnian 
Muslim people feels the Bosnian language to be their 
own, the people themselves will not feel their own. 
Politics is a means by which a people can speak from 
itself about itself, but this is possible only when each 
individual gains an instinctive sense of the power of 
his or her own language to express the whole of his or 
her self and its relationship to others. 

State and World 

The Bosnian state, as the sum of Bosnian Muslim poli¬ 
tics, has equal respect for its inner nature as for its sta¬ 
tus in the world. Bosnia's international status is formed 
and derived from its own inner nature. Its most signifi¬ 
cant contradiction derives from this. Bosnia and Bosn¬ 
ian Muslims seek their most important friends amongst 
the Serbs and Croats, peoples whose own nation-states 
border with Bosnia, but they also contain their most 
dangerous enemies. This contradiction can be moni¬ 
tored and resolved by keeping an active presence in the 
world and taking account of international relationships 
and power-structures. 

State and Politics 

The Bosnian state, as a real political achievement by 
Bosnian Muslims, will always give them the best op¬ 
portunity for reacting to historical circumstances and 
patterns of world power. It will never completely re¬ 
flect the goals of Bosnian Muslim politics, but it will 
never betray them either. The overall political system 
of Bosnian state rule forms a lasting basis for the future 
achievement of the goals of the Bosnian Muslim peo- 
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pic: iVecdoni aiul tlic forging ol' imiluiil bonds for all 
Bosnian Muslims in their homeland, in neighbouring 
countries and the world as a whole. 

World and Politics 

Bosnian Muslims are one of the two Muslim peoples in 
Europe who have their own state. Both peoples are in¬ 
separable participants in European history and culture. 
With regard to the historical relationships between 
Christian Europe and the Islamic world, Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims have primarily oriented their politics towards Eu¬ 
ropean politics as a whole, of which they form part and 
whose understanding and support they expect. They al¬ 
so clearly express their allegiance to the world of Is¬ 
lam, whilst refusing to be the tool of any individual po' 
litical movement. Their freedom as a people presup¬ 
poses the fact that they cannot be used against others... 

Bosnian Muslims have been subjected throughout their 
history to genocide perpetrated against them by Serb 
and Croat fascists, supported by anti-Islamic forces 
from the outside world. This has given them a victim 


menlalily, which must be overcome through the belief: 
that they can fight the crimes against them by forming 
a sane and effective unity. And they must also ensure 
they join a world geo-political alliance of all peoples 
that are similarly under threat. 
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part FIVE 

THE DOWNHILL PATH 

The downhill path 153 


The downhill 
path 

1 . 

S peaking in 1924 about the book D'Orient et Occi¬ 
dent by Rene Guenon, Leon Daudet indicates, in¬ 
ter alia, the possibility of summarizing Guenon's 
statement as follows: 


"Since the time of Encyclopaedists, and even earlier - 
since the Reformation - the West has been brought into 
a state of intellectual anarchy, which is true inhumanity. 

Civilization, on which the West prides itself so greatly, 
relies on a sum of material and industrial achievements 
which multiply the chances of war and invasion; these 
are built on a very fragile moral and intellectual base, 
and on no metaphysical base whatsoever. 

The West is in greater danger from within, through fee¬ 
ble-mindedness, than from the outside, where it has to 
be admitted that its situation is not totally safe either... 

Since Bosnia is "the West's soft underbelly", it in¬ 
evitably suffers from the effects of this "intellectual an¬ 
archy", this "multiplication of chances for war and mva- 
sion", this "danger from within", etc. in that it relies on 
solutions and solvers from outside that are alien to t e 
tme nature of Bosnia's expression of unity in diversity. 

In spite of Bosnia's vast and indisputable inner power, 
Bosnian politics still has not found its path. Yet this 
path, which leads in the opposite direction to to ays 
long downhill slope, must exist. But how can it e 
found without the courage to face up to and fight one s 
own weaknesses, which hold one back first from un 
derstanding and then from acting? 


2 . 


sliUiglil :irosc. Ilosnin's awmcness ol uirning 

li y has ciiici gcci from (he lodg com sc o os , 
gLhadly .0 a memory ami a prophecy of a ^ J " 
L Croat and Seib peoples lied Ihe.r ethmc duU, ms to 

plans for statehood, Bosnia beeame ^ 

,0 extend llie Croat and Serb states, rhe 

these claims was an increased ^ “ 

statehood, which because 

not possibly be the same as the on 

around it. Serbia launched a full-sea e ® 

Bosnia, intending to absorb Bosn.a tnto ^ 

and destroying eveo'thing that stood m its "Record 
ing to the Croat national plan, part of Bosn 
Id to round out the boundaries of the hypoth-^f^ 
Croatian nation-state. Thus Bosnia, as a 
found itself under attack by twin schemes for Greater 
States, which had taken to heart the world s cynical de¬ 
viation from transcendent principles. Bosnia s unity n 
diversity is founded in religious tradition, and is thus 
seen as outdated. It is closer to the transcendent origins 
of justice, therefore it is seen as a potential threat to the 
Supreme God of Western civilization: global stability 
based on modern-day secularism. 


3. 


The shape of nationalist rule in Serbia and Croatia, the 
source of their anti-Bosnian claims, is only a reflection 
of the present shape of power in the modem world. 
Bosnia cannot oppose them if she remains a mere re¬ 
flection of the governmental systems of her enemies. 
Bosnian statehood, which is at present fighting for its 
survival, is also grappling with the Question of the 
foundations of its governmental system and the direc¬ 
tion of its development. This indicates a need to re-ex¬ 
amine the entire structure of power, in order to assess 
whether changes for the better or for the worse have 
taken place. 

In the modem world, many would claim that only two 
forms of mle can be discerned - democracy and dicta¬ 
torship. In order to determine how the Bosnian power 
stmeture reflects the opinion of the majority - starting 
from on the principle that any people gets the govern¬ 
ment it deserves - we should first point to two essential 
features of the power hierarchy to which both democ¬ 
racy and dictatorship belong. 


Today, when the greater part of Bosnia is under mili¬ 
tary occupation and outside the control of the Bosnian 
authorities, we must return to the contradictory plans 
from which the conflicts and the anti-Bosnian on- 


4 . 

Plato, in his Politea - which can be translated as "State" 
or "System of State" - poses the question: What is the 
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ideal I'omi ol'nile? Although many of his conclusions 
can be disputed in detail, they generally correspond to 
solutions which have arisen throughout history. For the 
pinposes of this overview, it is important to detemiine 
the full distance between the ideal coneept and the low¬ 
est reality to which it can degenerate. According to Pla¬ 
to, this goes from aristocracy (the rule of the best) - 
which for him is the ideal fomi of rule - through timoc¬ 
racy, oligarchy and democracy to tyranny. To express 
Plato's idea in modem political jargon, the terms used 
nowadays would be theocracy for aristocracy, and dic- 
j tatorship or demagogy for tyranny; the remaining two 
forms of mle can be disregarded for the purposes of 
clarity. These fonns of rule were in mosil cases oli¬ 
garchic, expressed as various forms of rule by a 
monarch and his nobility or an elite. Such forms of rule 
could in principle be called autocracies, since they 
recognise transcendent principles, regardless of how 
far they may be violated in practice. They are, in any 
case, less principled than theocracy, which is a higher- 
order system of rule. Principled autocracy is constantly 
in danger of becoming a de facto unprincipled dictator¬ 
ship. The next step in the process of degeneration from 
principled autocracy is democracy, in which, according 
to Plato, the dominant concepts are those of freedom 
and equality. Democracy, by its very nature, is a fore- 
mnner of dictatorship or demagogy. (Whether modem 
advocates of democracy like it or not, history since the 
Plato's time has at least not proved him wrong.) Since 
the course of degeneration is not straight down a slip¬ 
pery slope, but oscillates around an underlying trend, 
apparent deviations from what Plato describes are pos¬ 
sible, so that chaos may be interrupted by principled 
autocracy, which is always less evil than the dangers of 
demagogy. 

5 . 

As for Bosnia and its neighbours, a somewhat primi¬ 
tive principled autocracy in communist Yugoslavia was 
followed by formal democracy - a transition phase be¬ 
fore the establishing of unprincipled autocracies in 
Belgrade and Zagreb, whose course was one of obvi¬ 
ous degeneration into dictatorship and demagogy. 
Their aim was to have the same degeneration, prefer¬ 
ably at an even faster rate, take place in Bosnia, be¬ 
cause this would enable them to draw a long-desired 
borderline between "Serbdom" and "Croatdom" in the 
shape of two nation-states, whose appearance would 
mean the disappearance of Bosnia. Preserving Bosnian 
mle within a democratic framework was therefore the 
best way of opposing the aggressive and hostile claims 


of her neighbours. Guiding the Bosnian people through 
a "strait g^te" with a ' steep uphill path to follow 
should lead to a common weal manifested through tran¬ 
scendent principles • a fact that the best amongst us re- 
alise. This is how to safeguard the sources of power to 
oppose the destmetion of Bosnia. It demands, howev¬ 
er, discipline plus a thorough and hard-headed exami¬ 
nation and restriction of low-level freedoms as condi¬ 
tions for the struggle against total destmetion, which is 
exacerbated by the power of self-degeneration. 

As a condition for staying tme to their original goals, 
Bosnia's forces need to be able to recognise the various 
forms of mle, both at grass-roots and national level. 
The schemes of destmetion launched against Bosnia 
tend nowadays to be labelled "fascist". Thus a complex 
phenomenon manifested in a certain system of mle is 
simply given the external label of "utterly evil", without 
recognizing or analysing the essential features of what 
we call "fascist" or "nazi". Such a recognition and analy¬ 
sis requires an insight into the position of each mling 
system on a scale which determines its position vis-a-vis 
others, its direction of change, and its relative relation¬ 
ship to the modalities of political reality or its absolute 
relationship towards systems based on principles. 

6 . 

The three most representative forms of fascist ideology 
- in Italy in the twenties, in Germany at the beginning 
of the thirties and in Spain by their end - appeared in 
conditions of social upheaval and turmoil. Although 
they reflect distortions of individual consciousness and 
society which are to be found throughout the history of 
mankind, their links with the geopolitical concepts and 
the extraordinary technological and organizational 
possibilities of the modem world indicate the need for 
further study. 

Bosnia is today in a state of social upheaval, and the 
turmoil that is now in its third year shows no sign of 
coming to an end. The tide of fascism in Serbia and 
amongst Serbs throughout the South Slav region has 
prompted the growth and build-up of fascism in neigh¬ 
bouring countries, primarily in Croatia and among the 
Croats. Bosnia therefore found herself caught between, 
and finally in, the two fascist maelstroms. Both have 
tried, whether consciously or subconsciously, to gener¬ 
ate fascisms among the peoples they see as an obstacle 
to their imperialist goals. For fascism amongst Bosnian 
Muslims could never gain enough power to threaten 
Serb and Croat fascism. However, its existence is of 




, iiiiporlancc, since it justilles the crimes perpetrat- 
xi by Croat laseists against Hosnian Mns- 

biiis The inililaiy and economic power at the disposal 
of the Serb and Croat fascists and their expectations of 
world support all favour the Greater Serb and Circatcr 
Croat grand plans. Bosnian Muslims, therefore, find 
themselves pushed from both sides, directly and indi¬ 
rectly. iiho nationalist exclusivity and a fascism of their 
own. Such a possibility reared its ugly head with the 
first signs of Greater Serb and Greater Croat designs 
for the destruction of Bosnia. Bosnian Muslims were 
offered, as a reward for giving up a united Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, a hypothetical "Muslim state", an "Is¬ 
lamic jamahiriya", the "tutelage of certain distant 
countries", and so on. At the same time, both in public 
and in secret, the very people who made these offers al¬ 
so made allegations against Bosnian Muslims to the 
members of the ruling elite, allegations about what 
they themselves had forced the Muslims into, by which 
means they hoped to justify their military attacks 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina. But the politics of the 
Bosnian Muslims successfully managed to outmanoeu¬ 
vre the tactics of their enemies. 


Since the ambitions of the Greater Serb and Greater 
Croat nationalists to break up Bosnia and Herzegovina 
as an integral state will never go away, the danger of a 
potential Bosnian Muslim (or simply "Muslim") fas¬ 
cism will not disappear either. It is therefore of great 
political importance to be ever-vigilant in unmasking 
all forms of fascist consciousness amongst Bosnian 
Muslims and its manifestations in the political life of 
our country. 


7 . 


The first characteristic of fascism is the adulation of 
the collective, usually personified as the state, at the 
expense of the individual. This leads one to despise 
and persecute all forms of liberalism, rationalism, 
democracy, promoting instead the sovereignty of an in¬ 
dividual identified with one political party, one race 
and one state. Political decisions and discussions in 
such conditions take on a mystic tone, while destruc¬ 
tion, persecution and murder become a framework 
which supports the Messianic role of the individual 
and those loyal to him. There is no collective decision¬ 
making, and consequently public performances aim at 
promoting the illusion that this is precisely what the 
people wants and that it firmly supports the individ¬ 
ual's every act. The able are suppressed and withdraw, 
while the incapable and the power-hungry enter the po- 
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litical stage, l-iiiply apologias for (lie leader ta e ic 
place ofdiscu.ssion and advice, creating the illusion that 
the majority is on bis side. This environment ot chaos 
and social dramatics enable the ruler to turn the desper¬ 
ate expeetations of the majority into a cheap source ot 
assumed support. What is gained is simply support in 
the struggle against the "enemy of the people and he 
country", who tends to be anyone disloyal to the leaden 
In such an atmosphere, a utopian vision of a new world 
order replace the active management of state and soci¬ 
ety. Those in his entourage counter any justifiable criti¬ 
cism of the political actions of the "leader", assurnmg 
they accept the evidence, with the words: "Everything 
considered, he simply has no alternative . 

Today there are many who, betraying their uncon¬ 
scious support of a nascent Bosnian Muslim fascism, 
speak of a "political reality" in which a united Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is an impossibility. As an alternative 
they offer - to be frank, without the necessary courage 
and determination - a "Muslim state". Thus they indi¬ 
rectly conceal the obviously less-than-perfect abilities 
of our leaders to defend the state they have been en¬ 
trusted with. For with their appeal to Realpolitik they 
aim to spread the falsehood that the present situation is 
our inescapable destiny, and that salvaging what we 
can from it is our best option. 


8 . 

This apparent degeneration of systems of rule, and 
their transformation into the rule of evil as seen in the 
European political heritage, can be seen in terms of the 
powers of Satan as described in Holy Writ: Karun (fi¬ 
nancial rulers), Pharaon (political rulers) and Haman 
(ideological high priests). This sequence does indeed 
show the certainty of a steady degeneration of individ¬ 
uals and society. For in these three dimensions, which 
ensure the stability of democratic systems, the tran¬ 
scendent principles which should be at the top of the 
scale are pushed downwards. The "financial rulers", 
who subordinate the government of state and political 
ideology to their own interests, take over the higher 
echelons. The financial rulers act in disguise and 
anonymously, and their centres of power and decision¬ 
making are well guarded. Political mle and political 
ideology form their public face and their means of 
speaking to the masses. State power is altered and 
changed to suit the needs of the financial leaders; 
though it seems adaptable in terms of their appointees' 
actions, it is constant in its obedience to the goal of 
building, wielding and modifying legislative, execu- 
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world support all favour the Greater Serb and Greater 
Croat grand plans. Bosnian Muslims, therefore, find 
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means they hoped to justify their military attacks 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina. But the politics of the 
Bosnian Muslims successfully managed to outmanoeu¬ 
vre the tactics of their enemies. 

Since the ambitions of the Greater Serb and Greater 
Croat nationalists to break up Bosnia and Herzegovina 
as an integral state will never go away, the danger of a 
potential Bosnian Muslim (or simply "Muslim") fas¬ 
cism will not disappear either. It is therefore of great 
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the collective, usually personified as the state, at the 
expense of the individual. This leads one to despise 
and persecute all forms of liberalism, rationalism, 
democracy, promoting instead the sovereignty of an in¬ 
dividual identified with one political party, one race 
and one state. Political decisions and discussions in 
such conditions take on a mystic tone, while destruc¬ 
tion, persecution and murder become a framework 
which supports the Messianic role of the individual 
and those loyal to him. There is no collective decision¬ 
making, and consequently public performances aim at 
promoting the illusion that this is precisely what the 
people wants and that it firmly supports the individ¬ 
ual's every act. The able are suppressed and withdraw, 
while the incapable and the power-hungry enter the po- 
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place ol'diseiission and advice, dealing the illusion that 
the majorily is on his side. This environmenl of chaos 
and social dramatics enable the ruler lo turn the desper¬ 
ate expectations of the majority into a cheap source of 
assumed support. What is gained is simply support in 
the struggle against the "enemy of the people and the 
country", who tends to be anyone disloyal to the leader. 
In such an atmosphere, a utopian vision of a new world 
order replace the active management of state and soci¬ 
ety. Those in his entourage counter any justifiable criti¬ 
cism of the political actions of the "leader", assuming 
they accept the evidence, with the words: "Everything 
considered, he simply has no alternative". 

Today there are many who, betraying their uneon- 
scsous support of a nascent Bosnian Muslim fascism, 
speak of a "political reality" in which a united Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is an impossibility. As an alternative 
they offer - to be frank, without the necessary courage 
and determination - a "Muslim state". Thus they indi¬ 
rectly conceal the obviously less-than-perfect abilities 
of our leaders to defend the state they have been en¬ 
trusted with. For with their appeal to Realpolitik they 
aim to spread the falsehood that the present situation is 
our inescapable destiny, and that salvaging what we 
can from it is our best option. 

8 . 

This apparent degeneration of systems of rule, and 
their transformation into the rule of evil as seen in the 
European political heritage, can be seen in terms of the 
powers of Satan as described in Holy Writ: Karun (fi¬ 
nancial rulers), Pharaon (political rulers) and Haman 
(ideological high priests). This sequence does indeed 
show the certainty of a steady degeneration of individ¬ 
uals and society. For in these three dimensions, which 
ensure the stability of democratic systems, the tran¬ 
scendent principles which should be at the top of the 
scale are pushed downwards. The "financial rulers", 
who subordinate the government of state and political 
ideology to their own interests, take over the higher 
echelons. The financial rulers act in disguise and 
anonymously, and their centres of power and decision¬ 
making are well guarded. Political mle and political 
ideology form their public face and their means of 
speaking to the masses. State power is altered and 
changed to suit the needs of the financial leaders: 
though it seems adaptable in terms of their appointees' 
actions, it is constant in its obedience to the goal of 
building, wielding and modifying legislative, execu- 
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live iiiul jutiicinl power in nccorcltiiicc with llic needs of 
the real rulers. The ideological high priests, or the rep¬ 
resentatives of political ideologies, act as the mouth¬ 
pieces of the changes advocated by the legislative, ex¬ 
ecutive and judicial authorities. Once all three dimen¬ 
sions of the Satanic system of power are in place, the 
system remains stable for a long period of time, ex¬ 
panding its power by subjugating ever more people in¬ 
to dependeney on the means by whieh sueh a system 
operates. The most elaborate power system of this kind 
is what contemporary political tradition calls "progres¬ 
sive democracy". The degradation of democracy to 
dictatorship occurs as the three dimensions merge into 
two or one. The balance is thus disturbed, and gener¬ 
ates various evil and violent effects. "As for good gov¬ 
ernment", says Ali ibn Abi Talib, "the pious man per¬ 
forms good acts in it, while in a bad government the 
wicked person enjoys till his time is over and death 
overtakes him." 

Since, according to the Karun-Pharaon-Haman system, 
the transcendent principles of good and the purpose of 
human life become inevitably consigned to lower lev¬ 
els, the structure of government accepts only those 
who are cunning and ruthless in their support of such a 
system, the aprincipled, the "corrupt" who can "enjoy 
themselves" in bad rulership. The system is self-sup¬ 
porting and self-protecting to the highest degree. It 
does allows no clearly-defined future plans that do not 
accept the hidden teachers as rulers and governors of 
the world order. 

Democracy is being played out before Bosnia and her 
people today, with no opportunity for its three key di¬ 
mensions to form. The financial rulers are not organized 
enough to be able to set up systems to protect and further 
their own interests, and therefore the rulers of state and 
ideology cannot gain stability or act effectively. 

Another outcome of this grim drama is the formation 
of a plan with clear objectives, which will give rise to a 
clear political ideology, with a fully-fledged and fully- 
organised system of government and finance to further 
these objectives. 

9 . 

Maybe we should leave these dilemmas behind us and 
look again at the basic features of a theocracy, the 
supreme form of government in Plato's scale. Any 
theocracy is based on the truth that life in this world is 
only a bridge towards a future life. Its rulership can be 


summarized in the words ol Matthew's gospel: 
seek yc Hrst the kingdom of God, and his righteous, 
ness, and all these things (i.c. your daily needs) shall be 
added unto you". Or, in the words of the final Revela¬ 
tion: "Have we not guided him on the two highways? 
Yet he has not assaulted the steep; and what shall teach 
thee what is the steep?"* This implies a model, a sum¬ 
mit towards which the uphill path leads. Its opposite is 
degeneration, the downhill path. 

Bosnia and its people are faced today with the crucial 
question of principles, of higher freedoms to which we 
must turn our gaze, and for the sake of which we must 
find sources of energy to resist evil. This alone will de¬ 
termine whether Bosnia and its people will fall under 
the rule of evil. Obsession with low-level freedoms, as 
shown by a shallow "peace at any price" attitude, is no 
less than a surrender to the power of evil. Faced with 
the complexity of fmding a path out of our present sit¬ 
uation, we surrender to evil as a unalterable reality, 
convinced there is no path out at all. We are asked to 
forget all that we have lost and to accept the present sit¬ 
uation like a motherland waiting to embrace us. Bosn¬ 
ian consciousness today is dominated by the lowest 
forms of Renaissance sophistry. Man is "good", what¬ 
ever his goals. Our homeland too becomes "good", 
with the deceptive appearance of unlimited power and 
resources. Plans for the near and distant future blithely 
predict the fulfilment of our greatest desires. But such 
plans are useless. They deceive instead of stimulating 
people's energies. What we need are the best possible 
plans for the worst predietable scenarios. Divisions at 
human level make no sense, for they seek a denoue¬ 
ment that ignores the "heavenly half, the aspect of 
consciousness that determines the purpose of our exile 
on earth. It is all a front for the assumption of mercy on 
the part of the very people who caused Bosnia's suffer¬ 
ing. In other words, we must surrender to the mercy of 
our own executioners. 

10 . 

The world we live in, though it seems to contain a host 
of political systems, can be reduced to two forms o 
rule: democracy and dictatorship. The tragedy of mod¬ 
ern-day Bosnia is therefore a consequence of the m' 
evitable alienation of humanity, in these two systems, 
from transcendental principles. Therefore the Bosnia^ 
question is not one of democracy or dictatorship- 
the moment both imply the downhill path, because the 
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THE downhill PATH 


ot Bosniu s dcstiiictioii is u direct consequence 
of liciiiocraey and dictatorship. 

4s I'or democracy, let us note that in the Westem world 
this toriii ol lule is one of many false gods. It still obvi¬ 
ously lacks Freedom, although this is what it swears by 
first. Despite this freedom, it cannot be freed from edu¬ 
cation by force. And equality cairies even more clout 
than freedom. Everyone must be given an equal start in 
life. And this means that everyone must be indoctrinat¬ 
ed with relativism. Everyone has a right to his own 
opinion, which can be tested only in the light of Sogic 
and science. There are no principles from "on high", 
where the world itself originated. This path, as history 
has shown, can only lead towards agnosticism, evolu¬ 
tionism, and progressivism. Is it not understandable 
that some see the distinction between democracy and 
dictatorship in that the former allows evil (and good), 
while the latter fmds only evil? 

The future of Bosnia depends largely on an awareness 
of a higher principle - why we are put into this world - 
for Bosnia is not a reflection of today's overriding ma¬ 
jority opinion. Bosnia's state system, which simply re¬ 
flects its surroundings, will always be against it. Only 
insofar as her rulership approaches the transcendent 
principles of universal good, as shown by an unwaver¬ 
ing struggle for their promotion and protection, will it 
stand a chance of halting the forces of destruction now 
closing in on her from all directions. This may well 
form a realistic framework for the discovery and con¬ 
stant strengthening, through the struggle for Bosnia, of 
the principles of higher freedom, which will give birth 


lo more ways of fighting all forms of rule that arc op¬ 
posed lo Bosnia, .lust as today's enemies ot Bosnia arc 
the political systems of her neighbours, an ever greater 
enemy is tyranny from within - which, being forced on 
her people and based on irrational thought processes, 
blocks any ability for joint discussion and action. 

Throughout the long centuries of its tragedy, Bosnia 
has been the victim of Satanic powers; these have no 
fiiture if, by stating the fact, we can at least rely on the 
power of human hope. Moreover, the future of the 
world depends on those very factors which Bosnia her¬ 
self relies on. This is why, in the end, an awareness of 
these principles is the "strait gate" which now seems to 
many of us so small and distant that it is not worth 
heading for. Or the "steep uphill path". 

Nevertheless, the minority who are conscious of the 
strait gate and the uphill path, and whose whole being 
strives towards them, form the firmest guarantee for 
Bosnia's future. 
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POST-SCRIPT 

Defense, not surrender 197 
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Defense, 
not surrender 

. When a collection of political essays and interviews 
appears, and when the author is by definition a 
politician, one usually thinks that he intends to col¬ 
lect all that he has said in order to promote and 
stien^then his position by another means - that is, 
by a book. But here that is not true. The book "Liv- 
ing Bosnia , a collection of your essays and inter¬ 
views, aims at being a comprehensive piece of writ¬ 
ing that offers answers to many questions. Dr. Mah- 
mutcehajic, what was your intention when deciding 
to collect all your texts and put them to the judge¬ 
ment of the public? 

The book Living Bosnia was published after my deci¬ 
sion to withdraw from all areas of the Governmental 
activities. I believe that all I do can only be explained 
by my allegiance to Bosnia and my implacable hostili¬ 
ty to its destroyers. These thugs and criminals fabricat¬ 
ed a cunning scheme to raze Bosnia to the ground. Part 
of this plan was to inveigle forces within the Bosnia in¬ 
to believing that Bosnia is not an organic unity, but a 
mechanistic assembly of several components; and 
once certain organic elements of Bosnia's unity have 
accepted that they are just parts in some mechanism, it 
will not be difficult to set them against each other in 
such a way that they are forced to split up into separate 
but dead components. Bosnian Muslims are the focus 
of this plan. According to this evil scheme, they must 
be prompted to withdraw to their own "ethno-religious 
space", thus providing their own evidence for the im¬ 
possibility of Bosnia. In this they must be made to be¬ 
lieve that in accepting the lie about the impossibility of 
Bosnia, they are not accepting the impossibility of their 
own existence. Yet it is obvious that in so doing they 
are working directly against themselves and their own 
existence. The pressures from outside and the plots 
from within are aimed at inciting the break-up or disso¬ 
lution of Bosnia - which the warriors of the anti-Bosn¬ 
ian onslaught see as their ideal. This dangerous trick is 
intended to incite Bosnian Muslims into forgetting 
about her Serbs or Croats, and anything that does not 


transparently belong to their religion, people or poli¬ 
tics. Their hopes are to be Ibcused on imaginary res¬ 
cuers from outside, intervention from heaven, the mer¬ 
cy and charity of the world's mighty, and so on. Their 
determination to organize for the purposes of their own 
defence should be constantly weakened, and what is 
closest to them should be made the most distant; they 
should be fed false hopes and prevented from looking 
ahead and being concerned about their future. Wherev¬ 
er our enemies have put their plan into action, they 
have done an effective job of destroying Bosnia and 
her Muslims. Our answer to their plan should be to re¬ 
verse the sequence: first our own duty, then that of the 
world; first think of the traitors and the criminals in our 
midst, and only then of the enemy without; first orga¬ 
nize ourselves, and only then disorganize our enemies; 
first use up our own resources and only then beg for 
alms, and so on. This is how, from the very outset, I 
saw the enemy's strategy of destroying Bosnia and our 
response to it. As early as 19901 pointed this out in my 
political writings, trying to explain this evil deception. 
However, it is obvious that there are some today whose 
lack of insight into the course of history, and inability 
to see ahead, have led them to side with our enemy's 
trickery, thus allying themselves with the campaign 
against Bosnia and the Bosnians. The scope of enemy 
operations does not end at the front line where they do 
battle with our soldiers. Enemy action is not only spent 
on destroying everything in our territories that their 
jackboots have marched over. The enemy is not satis¬ 
fied with raining lethal missiles at a distance down on 
our cities. His intention is to affect and undermine, by 
means of well-plamied and shrewdly-organized ac¬ 
tions, our politics and opinions as a whole, in order to 
assist him in achieving his final goal - the destruction 
of Bosnia and her Muslims. You must be familiar, I ex¬ 
pect, with how often my views have been falsified and 
misinterpreted. The sheer amount of lies about myself 
and my words has confused even my friends. In the at¬ 
titude of our enemies to what I have said or written, I 
have seen a confirmation of their fears lest their plans 
be revealed. This made me happy, not worried. But I 
am unhappy and worried at all the distorted views and 
inability to see deception which are expressed amongst 
us. In order to point out these deceptions even more di¬ 
rectly, some of my friends suggested publishing a se¬ 
lection of my texts and interviews that came into exis¬ 
tence before I decided to withdraw from national poli¬ 
tics. And so that's why Oslobodenje's Ljubljana office 
published my book Living Bosnia: Political Essays & 
Interviews, There will be soon a second edition, and it 
is also to be translated into English. 
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• It hen one reocls "Ijvin^ Hosnia", one the iin- 
pivssion that it is a manifesto of a Bosnian Muslim 
ethnie af^enda, if this ean he defined sepaiatedy. 
Some parts of it, it seems, suggest this possibility, 
hut at the same time it claims to be a guide to un¬ 
derstanding Bosnia. tVas that your intention when 
selecting the texts for this book? 

All the texts in the book are presented chronologically, 
as they originally appeared, with the exception of three 
texts that appear for the first time. Those are the intro¬ 
ductory essay Bosnia: Supreme Archipelago, the essay 
"Good Bosnians": Guidelines for Political Action, and 
the concluding essay entitled The Downhill Path. The 
first essay presents some dimensions of the Bosnian 
drama that have been insufficiently recognised until re¬ 
cently - the participation and conflict of the religious 
transnationalisms within Bosnia's diversity and unity. 

Good Bosnians ": Guidelines for Political Action looks 
at the main dimensions of the Bosnian Muslim identity 
(ethnos, religion, culture, language, state, world and 
politics) and their inter-relationships. The title was tak¬ 
en from ancient Bosnian identification papers. In me¬ 
dieval Europe, you see, there was a custom that the va¬ 
lidity of state papers was guaranteed by "good men" 
("boni homini"). Many medieval Bosnian documents 
contain guarantees by "good Bosnians", in whom 
many have seen those who understood Bosnia's being, 
were part of it, and who foresaw the future struggles 
for the idea of Bosnia. This was actually a lecture giv¬ 
en to an invited circle of Muslim intellectuals in the 
darkest days of the war, when it was evident that many 
people who had taken on political responsibility had no 
answers to fundamental questions. This was not be¬ 
cause they were incapable of finding them. Such ques¬ 
tions, for all their analytic and synthetic discourse, had 
never been raised in their presence. The last essay in 
Living Bosnia is a collection of my own views on some 
of the dangers that we are facing. The essay is entitled 
The Downhill Path because it deals with the potential 
dangers of distortion and degeneration in Bosnian and 
Bosnian Muslim politics. In editing this book I person¬ 
ally insisted on where these three texts should be 
placed. All other texts were sequenced by the editor 
and the publisher. 

All the texts reflect my own understanding of what it 
means to be Bosnian and the Bosnian Muslim destiny. 
They contain many perspectives and viewpoints, se¬ 
lected and drawn up for the purposes of greater’and 
fuller understanding. 


There are certain inupiestioned facts - or at if, 
there ought to be - about Bosnians, Bosnian Mu] 
Tuns, and their country. What are they? 


It has become obvious that in this war many people try 
to invert the sequence of values "first Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, then Bosnia" to give "first Bosnia, then her Mus¬ 
lims". This gives rise to all sorts of controversies and 
deception. (Please note that when I say Bosnia I always 
mean the political, historical and .state entity which to¬ 
day's Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina represents 
and inherits.) No people is bom from a historical deci¬ 
sion, or a short-lived historical drama. It cannot only 
be attested by one generation alone. The concept of a 
people always implies a historical continuity, an unbro¬ 
ken sequence of many births and deaths, a heritage and 
a legacy in every domain that expresses the multi¬ 
faceted nature of life as a whole. Bosnia is an insepara¬ 
ble part of the Bosnian Muslim whole. And vice versa. 
No limited delineation of Bosnia, great or small, can be 
equated with Bosnia in its past, present or future form. 
Many see this totality of Bosnian life as a value worth 
fighting for, suffering for, and even dying for. But there 
are also those who do not see Bosnia as an end in itself. 
It is the best means to attain a goal, the essential goal 
being -1 don't need to emphasize this - justice and free¬ 
dom. Justice and freedom, you might say, are labels 
for a man's right to be rescued from a lower sphere of 
life to a higher one, from incompleteness to fullness. 
But justice and freedom cannot be achieved for an in¬ 
dividual or a people if it excludes justice and freedom 
for other individuals and other peoples. If we betray 
this principle, then the stmggle, regardless of whether 
it is called a struggle for justice and freedom, will con¬ 
sist only of endless violence and evil. Bosnia belongs 
to the people who live there. There is no freedom for 
just one people without freedom for the others. Those 
who speak of such freedom are driven by a warped 
awareness and only encourage violence. The underly¬ 
ing division within Bosnia should be seen, today and in 
the future, as a division between the true warriors for 
justice and freedom on the one hand, and those who 
deny justice and freedom on the other. This is why the 
prime question of any political movement in Bosnia 
that aims to help Bosnia's people towards a just future 
is the question of political dialogue and any other sort 
of dialogue between the Bosnia's people and peoples in 
Bosnia - a dialogue between her Muslims, Croats and 
Serbs. Nothing good can be achieved for her MusliroSj 
her Croats or her Serbs if any crime can be ascribed to 
any of these peoples, no matter how deeply tainted 
with evil any other of them may be. Justice and free- 






dom in ‘ins region can only be attained by means of a 
ordered Bosnia governed by just laws - the basis for 
every individual firstly to know what he can and can¬ 
not do, and secondly to know his rights, whether as a 
niember of a religious community, an ethnic group or 
a political organization. The Bosnian state must be 
founded on principles enshrined in law and active 
guarantees of freedom and Justice. If not, it will serve 
neither justice nor freedom, and work against human 
goals, what the country's name. If this pattern is dis¬ 
turbed - for it is sometimes argued that there is a better 
way of achieving justice and freedom - then the Bosn¬ 
ian people will be subjected to a horrific onslaught 
from the forces of destruction. The claim that Bosnia is 
a mere assemblage of separable parts is a false and ma¬ 
licious statement indeed. The partition of Bosnia into 
three ethnic parts would cause a vast release of evil en¬ 
ergies. And everyone would fall victim to these ener¬ 
gies, for they cannot be controlled or stopped by the ar¬ 
rogant will of the masters of evil. The destruction of 
Bosnia is not possible without the destruction of all 
men. Only fanatics and villains can dream of a future 
for the world with Bosnia destroyed. Because if there 
can be no Bosnia as a unity of diversities, there can be 
no such world either. 

With these principles, Bosnian and Bosnian Muslim 
politics will win through. If they are betrayed, then the 
whole existence of both the Bosnian state and her Mus¬ 
lims will be in jeopardy. The sine qua non for a realis¬ 
tic and effective Bosnian Muslim politics is a perma¬ 
nent desire to bring about harmonious relationships 
with Serbs and Croats. 

• The principle of ethnic division has lasted through¬ 
out this war. One gets the impression that the inter¬ 
national community, from Lisbon onwards, is actu¬ 
ally prompting such a solution. However, a careful 
observer might ask whether the international com¬ 
munity is the only who is pushing forward such a 
solution - a settlement for Bosnia based upon ethnic 
division? 

Bosnia is, as I have said, a historical, cultural and polit¬ 
ical unity which is seen by greater and lesser imperial¬ 
ist powers as an arena for their plans for the creation of 
greater and lesser empires and of greater and lesser eth¬ 
nic states. Moreover, Bosnia has been shaken by the 
complex shocks produced by the break-up of the com¬ 
munist empire, and by the UN and NATO's ambitions 
to become both framework and means for establishing 
the "new world order". There is not much new here. 
We are not the starting-point. Bosnia has long been at 


the centre of this maelstrom of interests. I could cite 
tragic events in Bosnia's medieval history that are 
strikingly similar to what we are witnessing today. 
During the last century of the Bosnian kingdom, the 
Bosnian Church and its followers were in conflict with 
the state authorities, who were under the thumb of 
Bosnia's external enemies. Our ancestors then fled and 
scattered all over the world, not because their external 
enemy was powerful, but because their rights were 
threatened from within, because of treason on the part 
of the authorities, who had become a more reflection of 
anti-Bosnian forces. 

Bosnia nowadays is still seen by neighbouring states 
only as a space for them to expand into. But then they 
come up against strong resistance from Bosnia's unity 
in diversity. The external anti-Bosnian forces need to 
destroy this unity, in order to use the rubble of Bosnia 
as material for the building of new states unlike any 
that have ever existed in this region. These plans are 
neither feeble-minded or simplistic. They are skilfully 
thought through. They are often backed by powerful 
high priests of evil, chosen by nationalist politics as the 
"most prestigious and leading intellectuals of our 
race". After four years of war and the two or three 
years preceding it, it is quite possible to reconstruct the 
key elements of the secret plans for the destruction of 
Bosnia. They almost certainly have the following fea¬ 
tures: firstly, their starting-point is the fact that three 
separate elements exist in Bosnia: Muslim, Croat and 
Serb; the future of the latter two should be joined to 
Croatia and Serbia, while the Muslim element should 
be depicted as something dangerous, whose nature 
makes it unfit to be part of European civilization. 
These plans mean that Bosnian Muslims have to be de¬ 
picted as carriers of noxious ambitions and ideologies, 
thus setting them against the whole of Western sensi¬ 
bilities and politics. But portraying them in this light is 
not enough to guarantee their destruction. Pseudo-Is- 
lamic fanaticism, displays of rhetoric, exclusivity un¬ 
der the veil of religion, and so on, should also be fo¬ 
mented amongst them. This will be perceived as a per¬ 
il threatening both Bosnia's Croats and Bosnia's Serbs 
with humiliation and destruction. This will inevitably 
result in the "legitimate right of the Bosnian Croats and 
Bosnian Serbs to ask for assistance and support from 
Croatia and Serbia, who have both the right and the 
moral obligation to lend such assistance". The enemy 
plan as described above aims to reduce the totality of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's culture, history and state¬ 
hood to that of her Muslims; and the more convincing¬ 
ly her Muslims can be portrayed as "Islamic radicals" - 




a label lor pseudo-Islam, insligated and elierished by 
Islam's enemies - the easier her enemy's final goal will 
be to attain. This is the .strategy by which the enemies 
ol Bosnia aim to destroy all the bridges between 
Bosnia's individual elements and rip out the threads 
that bind them into a unity. When the bridges and the 
threads within Bosnia's unity grow few and far be¬ 
tween and the break-up of Bosnia is clear for all to see, 
then the question of global stability will be raised in 
world politics. All in all, Serbia and Croatia seem to 
play a much more significant role in the protection of 
global stability than the survival of Bosnian Muslims 
and the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state. The Bosnian 
Muslims as a political concept, are, according to the 
plotters of Bosnia's destruction, a potential threat to 
global stability; their allegiance to Islam (or rather 
pseudo-Islam) should, their enemies claim, justify their 
eventual destruction for the sake of world stability. 

Thus, looking outwards from within, the partition of 
Bosnia has been set in motion by those of Bosnia's 
Serbs who side with the Greater Serb plan, those of 
Bosnia's Croats who heed the Greater Croat call to 
arms, and those of Bosnian Muslims who do not under^ 
stand their destiny of suffering and cannot change its 
course by adopting a clear national ideology. This in= 
temal drama is linked primarily to Belgrade and Za¬ 
greb, as the Serb and Croat ethnic centres. They are in 
a process of continuous negotiation and disagreement 
about how to divide Bosnia; the ethnic principle is 
their main excuse, but political and military muscle is 
the decisive factor. They seek for allies for their aims 
all over the world, and the partition of Bosnia is depict¬ 
ed as the final resolution of the border between East 
and West, Orthodoxy and Catholicism, the Russian 
bloc and NATO, and so on. Furthermore, the unity of 
Europe as a powerful political and economic counter¬ 
balance to America is being put to the test in Bosnia. 
France, Britain, Germany and Russia have neither sim¬ 
ilar nor concerted goals in this region. There are efforts 
to exert influence from both sides of the "dividing 
line". The Americans are showing Europe's inability to 
resolve the Bosnian drama by itself, the indispensabili¬ 
ty of NATO under their leadership, and their decisive 
role in the world. The so-called Islamic world is at¬ 
tempting instead of doing, speaking instead of under¬ 
standing. The enemies of Bosnia and her Muslims are 
skilled in using the presence of the so-called Islamic 
world to justify their intentions. Consequently Bosnia 
is the arena for the opposing aims of many nation¬ 
states, and also those of many transnationalisms. The 
worst form of Bosnian Muslim politics is one that 
abandons Bosnia in order to "save her Muslims". It is 


the deliberate tool of the enemies both of Bosnia and of 
her Muslims. 

On this basis it is also possible to explain our many 
misunderstandings, vacillations and simplifications 
when faced with the right and duty to defend ourselves. 
Our hesitation and faint-heartedness in defending 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state unity is all too often a sup¬ 
port for our enemies. The inadequacy of our strategy at 
national level strengthens their ranks. Four years' expe¬ 
rience of war gives ample evidence for this. 

• During four years of war, amongst our most fre¬ 
quent dilemmas has been whether we should defend 
the people or the state. In the conflict between res¬ 
cuing the people and rescuing Bosnia, it has been 
suggested we should focus on the people - for 
Bosnia, they say, is not some idol which should be 
worshipped. This is a very persistent view of the re¬ 
lationship, loose or questionable at the very least, 
with what you see as an essential factor - that is, 
Bosnian identity and the Bosnian state. 

It is not difficult for today's observers of the Bosnian 
drama to reduce it, like a whirlpool, closer and closer 
to the question of Bosnian Muslims. Here we need to 
look closely to see the clever effects of our enemies' 
tactics. Bosnian Muslims are offered a patch of land, 
on condition that they give up their right to the whole 
of Bosnia and the right to defend themselves by means 
of an alliance of all of Bosnia's patriotic forces. But if 
we accept the hypothesis of the indefensibility of 
Bosnia as a whole, then it can easily be proved, with 
mathematical precision, that no new state formed in 
Bosnia's territory after her break-up can be defended 
either. Nor can Bosnia be defended or liberated by sim¬ 
ply projecting the desire of our immediate generation 
and ourselves as individuals to see a historical event 
through to the end. Bosnia's defence and liberation is a 
process; at the centre of this process stands man, with 
his fundamental rights. All other rights, political, reli¬ 
gious and ethnic, must be derived from the basic hu¬ 
man right - that of submission to a supreme Will. All 
the energies of the Bosnian tradition and her state 
structure must serve this ultimate model of human 
rights and freedoms. But it is not possible for her Mus¬ 
lims or others to gain such an insight if they close their 
eyes to the fact that they are fated to share this geo-po¬ 
litical space with others. This geo-political space has 
been usurped, deformed and destroyed by all sorts of 
criminals throughout its history. The artistry we wit¬ 
ness today is new, but their blueprints are centuries old. 
We have been prevented from seeing and grasping the 
underlying continuity of the evil directed against 




Bosiiifl- We have been denied lliese insights in order to 
stop us organizing our defence and resistance to their 
criminal plans and ambitions, to stop us discovering 
the patterns and laws that govern the ebb and flow of 
this evil tide. There is no logically and ethically sound 
argument against the principle that the struggle for jus¬ 
tice and freedom for everyone must take centre stage in 
the Bosnian drama. And Bosnia, as our understanding 
and acceptance of what is good and beautiful in the 
Bosnian process as a whole, as a state based on just 
laws for all her people, is the best means of achieving 
this goal which no-one can argue against: justice and 
freedom for everybody who lives in Bosnia. In this 
way Bosnia will become an edifice that cannot be de¬ 
stroyed by those who rise against it. 

Idols should not be worshipped. They cheat and aban¬ 
don you. They betray and lie. This is true for any idol, 
be it a wooden sculpture, selfishness, a political party, 
an ethnic leader, an ideological system or a utopian vi¬ 
sion. (The etymology of the Bosnian word balvan, 
which means "idol", "idiot", and so on, links this word 
to the name of one of the Near Eastern gods, Baal, who 
is mentioned in the Qur'an: "Do you call on Baal, and 
abandon the Best of creators?") Any idol, whatever 
shape it may have, betrays a human being's noble 
yearning for justice and freedom, a yearning that 
springs fi’om his most sacred depths. This is why not 
even Bosnia, however we conceive of her, should be 
reduced to an idol. Bosnia is, for her people, the best 
and I believe the most crucial means of achieving our 
human purpose. Bosnia is the best framework for us to 
achieve a better future * not a future bom of our imme^ 
diate interests alone, a future bom of our fears and con¬ 
fusion, a future bom of our obsession and slavery to 
our own weaknesses alone. The Bosnian message is 
the Ark of the Covenant for many generations, and 
therefore it must be accepted and preserved for those 
that are still to come. No generation has the right - be¬ 
cause it is confiised, frightened or suffering - to betray 
this message. 

• Considering what has happened, many people see a 
continuity in efforts to break up Bosnia. Neverthe¬ 
less, some think that there is no such continuity, that 
it is all an illusion. There are some who think that 
you too, by taking part in the Lisbon Conference, 
have helped put thoughts about ethnic partition in 
people's minds. What would you say about your 
role here? 

The Lisbon talks and the contradictions that derive 
from them were one of the factors that prompted me to 
collect my texts in Living Bosnia. These texts, with 


their publication dates, give clear evidence of my 
views. Anyone who wants answers about such contra¬ 
dictions can find them in this book. The future of 
Bosnia relies on constant dialogue, primarily dialogue 
between the Bosnian people, dialogue at all levels - 
ethnic, religious, political, and so on. The worst form 
of dialogue is dialogue by military means. It is some¬ 
times inevitable. But it must be kept only as a last re¬ 
sort. (At present, defending Bosnia by such means is 
honourable, because it is inevitable. But it must not 
cloud our awareness about what Bosnia is and the pos¬ 
sibility of her people pulling together as one, despite 
their political, religious and ethnic differences.) The 
Lisbon talks were, I believe, both a justified and an ho¬ 
nourable attempt at reaching an agreement between the 
three political parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Many people did not like these talks and they were por¬ 
trayed in various ways. They were an attempt to find a 
basis for a new internal stmeture of the Bosnia-Herze- 
govinian state. I still believe today that these talks were 
necessary. And talks - talks, I stress - assume a respect 
for your interlocutor, as expressed in the right of each 
party to make proposals whether you like them or not, 
and regardless of whether, in your opinion, they may 
appear hostile. Any opinion is acceptable, but not any 
way of imposing an opinion. I was one of the three 
members who took part in these negotiations on behalf 
of Democratic Action. I stressed that these were talks 
between the three political parties, not the three peo¬ 
ples. The events that followed clearly indicated that we 
were justified in not accepting that the talks were talks 
between the three peoples. Surely no-one today could 
reduce the Bosnian Serbs to Karadzic and his men, the 
Bosnian Croats to Bohan and his men...? The three par¬ 
ties had every right, and this is what I think even today, 
to talk about each issue from their own political per¬ 
spective. Furthermore, I think that we - Mr. Izetbe- 
govic, Mr. Silajdzic and myself - consistently defended 
the unity of Bosnia and rejected all arguments that any¬ 
one in Bosnia was threatened by its independence. At 
the time, the European Community - or perhaps it's 
better to say, some forces within the European Com¬ 
munity - encouraged a stance on Bosnia that coincided 
to quite an extent with Karadzic's and Boban's posi¬ 
tions, that is with the positions of their true masters. At 
the time the talks were justified. But compared with 
discussions before the war, talking with war criminals 
and the destroyers of Bosnia today would be some¬ 
thing different. 

The need for dialogue in Bosnia - on the basis of politi¬ 
cal, religious, ethnic and all other factors - is even more 
pressing today, but as a framework for a grand patriotic 







.illi.\iK'c ill the stuigglc lor the eontiniieil survival aiul 
lil>ciatiou ol the Hosiiiti-I ler/cgoviiiian slate. 

.If the tune, the first Bosnian Mnslttn Convention, 
whteh was, if /'in not mistaken, in Scpteinher or Oc¬ 
tober 199.^, was the target of much controver.sy. The 
pithlie is less familiar with the fact that it was then 
that a document of several paragraphs on the possi¬ 
bility of the establishing a Bosnian Muslim state on 
Bosiua-Herzegovinian territoiy was prepared. 
Careful observers, however, noticed you were sit¬ 
ting in the last row, and that .won afterwards you 
left the political .scene. Did this have anything to do 
with a difference of opinion within the government, 
or was it something quite different, something that 
has not yet been explained to the public? 

1 did not agree with the basis on which the Bosnian 
Muslim Convention was organized. This is what I said 
quite clearly to my colleagues and helpers. My posi¬ 
tion, even today, is that accepting the hypothesis that a 
solution to the Bosnian and Bosnian Muslim drama is 
to be sought in breaking up Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and hiving off part of the country to the Muslims, actu¬ 
ally means taking the bait laid by the enemies of 
Bosnia and her Muslims... The idea of a section of 
Bosnia for the Muslims, to be thrown to them after the 
carve-up of their country, is part and parcel of the over¬ 
all plan for our annihilation. I base my reasons for such 
a view on my having studied and examined all the data 
at my disposal with all the rigour of scientific scholar¬ 
ship. I have tried to arrange all the available facts into a 
host of possibilities, from worst to best. Today I am 
even more convinced that this scheme was aimed 
against the very foundations of the Bosnian Muslim 
people. Wliat we can and can't do today is quite a dif¬ 
ferent question. If the Bosnian Muslim people have 
been forced to occupy only a part of Bosnia, their fear 
of losing even what they still have does not give them 
the right to deny everything that determines their his¬ 
torical, cultural and political identity as a whole. I have 
already given my opinion that this Convention could 
not have made a substantial contribution to the fight 
for the survival by Bosnian Muslims, but that it could 
have sparked off a process of weakening and degener¬ 
ation in the state structure. This was my stance, which 
led me to refuse to participate in the preparations and 
work of the Convention. But I tried, given the opportu¬ 
nities I had, to give my opinions on this and other is¬ 
sues concerning the future of our people and our state. 

Bosnia belongs to her people, and they have the right to 
organize her state structure in various ways as best suits 


,l,n„ rcspcc(i..i. hoH. H'C .-ity and all the diversity „f 
the stale Ifllic Itosnia-llcrzcgoviman state is to sur¬ 
vive we must accept internal divisions. But the pro¬ 
posers of partition do not want Bosnia and Herzegovina 
to remain a sovereign state. And as you have seen from 
all past negotiations, agreement on principles is easily 
reached, but everything collapses when it comes to 
mapping out borders and a constitutional structure for 
the parts. The opponents of the Bosnia-Herzegovmian 
state think that agreement is possible - on condition that 
the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state should disappear, or 
that it should survive only as an empty shell. Let us not 
forget that this was precisely what the greatest support¬ 
ers of a so-called ethnically divided Bosnia wanted. 1 
repeat, ethnic division is only an excuse for the de¬ 
struction of Bosnia and her Muslims. 

Let us look, for example, at Tudman s relationship to¬ 
wards Bosnia. He has never made a secret of it. Bosnia, 
according to him, is an artificial creation with no histor¬ 
ical basis, and the Bosnian Muslims are largely Croat¬ 
ian. When he says "largely" or "for the greater part", he 
wants to emphasize that the Bosnian Muslims who in¬ 
habit the Sandzak, or who originate fi'om there, are not 
Croatian. So these people of ours, living in the Sandzak 
like a lily plucked and cast aside, are different and be¬ 
long to somebody else. By "the smaller part" he refers 
to all those who have gained an awareness of them¬ 
selves and Bosnia, who are faithful to Bosnia's histori¬ 
cal legacy and their own mission, those who will never 
consent "to melt in the fire like wax", as a long-dead in¬ 
quisitor once described the Christianization and Euro¬ 
peanization of the "good Bosnians". Just listen to the 
voice of these people, the persecuted and humiliated, 
the heroes of our struggle for liberation. The pattern that 
Tudman so consistently supports is one that does not 
change. It can be recognized even now in many places. 

An alliance for the defence of Bosnia is vital and in¬ 
evitable. It is not possible without the Croats. But it 
must not be an alliance against the Serbs. It must be an 
alliance for the defence and construction of the Bosnia- 
Herzegovinian state to the measure of all its people, 
and against all those who wish to destroy it. But in or¬ 
der to destroy the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state, her ene¬ 
mies believe they need to weaken everything that 
forms part of the Bosnia-Herzegovinian state. Hence 
the obvious pressures on the institutions of state, to¬ 
gether with the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to 
distance themselves from unity as their key principle. 

• When, a few days ago, NATO planes appeared in the 
Bosnian sky, many friends and acquaintances from 
all over the world called us and expressed their 





amcKcment that nv, the people of Bosnia, were not 
overjoyed at the air strikes. And itwc,’ not exaetly 
over the moon, it's true. / gue.ss ire were reserved 
and somewhat puzzled at the turn of events. Is the 
political background of NATO operations on our 
territoiy clear to you? 1 must admit, it isn't to me... 

The Geneva accord and the bombardment - about 
which somebody has said that it is more a "bombastic 
show" than a bombardment - cannot be separated. In 
the game of grandma's footsteps around Bosnia, it so 
happened that Russian missiles were approaching the 
Mediterranean and Europe more closely than ever be¬ 
fore. Powerful communication, radar and anti-aircraft 
systems have been installed on the territory controlled 
by Karadzic's terrorists. And these territories are obvi¬ 
ously accessible to all of Russia's services. NATO is in 
the process of reorganizing and building a new strate¬ 
gic relationship with the East. It is no longer the same 
alliance that formed a counter-balance to the Warsaw 
Pact. It was precisely these communication, radar and 
anti-aircraft systems that its planes bombarded. The 
River Drina bridges, the umbilical cords of the Kara¬ 
dzic monster, remained untouched. The field guns, all 
the artillery round our cities, that have been sowing 
death for four years, are mostly untouched, although it 
could have been destroyed. They can be moved around 
from one position to another. But they will still be 
there. All this is to create the impression that the same 
Europe that allowed the concentration camps near 
Capljina, Mostar, Bijeljina and so on, has now decided 
to meet its moral obligations. And it is important to say 
here that this war which we have been witnessing con¬ 
firms the fact that great power decisions are not based 
on a sense of moral responsibility. Along with the 
shelling, there is the Geneva accord that recognises the 
Republic of Srpska, the mother of all crimes in Bosnia 
and the symbol of our destruction. This accord remains 
a great mystery. I think that nobody knows right now 
what its aim is. It is difficult to say what the American 
plan actually is, and if it is based on a long-term inten¬ 
tion by America to help defend Bosnia as an undivided 
state. We have not started mapping out the archipelago 
of Bosnia's borderlines. And all plans have failed when 
faced with the maps issue, dispersing like bubbles on 
water before this task. 

And now we have something we ought to be worried 
about. The legal authorities of the Bosnia-Herzegovin- 
ian state are requested to recognize their executioner, 
to accept him just as he was when he committed these 
blood-curdling crimes against Bosnia. The plot for the 
destruction of Bosnia was directed from Belgrade - 


leaving asitic Ibr llic monicnl wlictlicr that is wlicrc it 
was hatched - and Irom its very outset it contained the 
expectation and instigation of various forms of support 
from the extremist ranks of other peoples living in and 
around Bosnia. I'he lundamental structure for the de¬ 
struction of Bosnia, within the framework of this pro¬ 
ject, is the Republic of Srpska. How can you speak of 
doing good in Bosnia if the victim is forced to recog¬ 
nise this Republic of Srpska? Is this some American 
deal with Serbia, Russia and Croatia? Are the efforts 
which were needed to win Russia, Serbia and Croatia 
over to the new NATO strategy reflected in an agree¬ 
ment about Bosnia? Is Bosnia only of symbolic value 
in the grand plan for the world's future? Will the moth¬ 
er of all crimes in Bosnia apparently let go of Trebevic 
and Hresa, Mrkovici and Lukavica, whilst still remain¬ 
ing connected by an umbilical cord to Serbia, thus re¬ 
taining the ability to lay her hands on Bosnia again? 
Has America shown that the European Community is 
incapable of resolving the Bosnian puzzle on its own? 
Some think that America is using the case of Bosnia to 
prove that there can be no world without its leadership 
and without NATO as its weapon. 

Karadzic's statements usually reflect the will of his 
commanders. And he says that they have not yet 
achieved their goals in Sarajevo, Gorazde and the 
Neretva valley. I am convinced that these towns and 
the Neretva valley will be the future focus of key 
events in resolving the Bosnian drama. 

We lack a comprehensive, well-planned and detailed 
answer to these threats. And plans, of course, are made 
according to worst-case hypotheses. Listing future 
benefits will not help us to draw up and carry out these 
plans. Good things awaiting us in the future butter no 
parsnips now. Our mothers and children, all of us must 
be protected from the worst possible dangers, which 
we might be exposed to in future. Human naivete is the 
belief that evil does not exist. To foresee a better future 
for Bosnia means going before the people, resolutely, 
without hesitation or deception, and speaking about the 
dangers that lie before us - this heroic people, who 
have successfully stood up against these powers of 
evil, and thwarted their designs. 

We did not start this war. We were not given the chance 
to choose between war and peace. Our enemies started 
it and have occupied the major part of our country. 

• This is precisely what I was going to ask you. (But 
before that let us invite our listeners and viewers to 
ask their questions.) Plan or war? What's the solu- 
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tion? Are we really faced with such a dilemma, or 
are we talking about something else? 

The claims by some Bosnian politicians about how 
they will halt the war and stop those who support it are 
nothing short of scandalous. They contain a veiy 
strange claim, you see, that Bosnia's defenders are also 
to blame for this dreadful war. But criminals always 
want their victims to be blamed for their crimes. The 
Bosnian people, Muslims in particular, have never had 
the chance to choose between war and peace. Their 
dilemma was a totally different one - defence or sur¬ 
render. There were, if you recall, statements made by 
certain individuals about how senseless it was to fight 
against such overwhelming force. And it is clear to 
everybody that the decision to defend Bosnia has been 
one of the most honourable choices in the recent histo¬ 
ry of the world. This is also proved by the fact that the 
Bosnian Muslims, through their readiness to live with 
others within the framework of Bosnia's unity in diver¬ 
sity, only survive today where they have defended 
themselves. There is not a single foot of Bosnian soil 
where Muslims can live alongside Croats and Serbs to¬ 
day that they have not defended and soaked with then- 
blood. This is why the choice between war and peace is 
a false dilemma. The Bosnian Muslim people are de¬ 
voted to peace. It is their transcendent ideal, not only 
their earthly orientation. After all, the most frequent 
greeting in Bosnia is selam, which means "peace". 
Those who plotted the destruction of Bosnia and her 
Muslims forced us to make a choice between life and 
death, defence and surrender. The Bosnian's answer is 
clear and forthright - neither death nor surrender. 
Choosing life and defence imposes, as its most impor¬ 
tant commitment, the duty to keep building up every¬ 
thing that contributes to a safer future for the Bosnian 
state as a precious symbol for all its people and the 
prime guarantee of just punishment for all those who 
have committed crimes against it. 

It is easy to sow false hopes about a host of future 
blessings. Some think all that is needed is to speak to 
the people about reconstruction, a Marshall plan for 
Bosnia, and so on. Let us explain how certain this hy¬ 
pothetical plan for Bosnia is, and what it would mean if 
it were certain. Is it possible without producing a new 
system of tutelage and domination over Bosnia, like so 
many times before? This chimera of a plan would 
mean a mass of foreign imports and the link-up of 
Bosnia, via the financial, monetary, credit and banking 
networks of the world's oligarchies, to ruthless patterns 
of dependence and patronage. Are we just being 


fobbed off cheaply for admitting defeat? Do they want 
us to forget about all that has been stolen from us? 
Bosnia needs to vanquish the criminals and to be pro¬ 
tected against any new upsurge on their part. 

The Pretis factory in Vogosca, Energoinvest in Lukavi- 
ca and Famos in Hrasnica were damaged by NATO air- 
strikes. The investment value of these factories, count¬ 
ing only plant, equipment and the tools, is about four 
billion dollars. What plan can provide that amount of 
money? And Bosnia has many such factories. The 
Bosnian people's spirit of enterprise, together with the 
country's available resources, needs nobody's charity. 
Those who rely on charity and pride themselves on 
other people's sympathy are only to be pitied. It is 
shameful and humiliating. God has given the Bosnians 
enough on this earth for their labour and skill to ensure 
a future for themselves and their families. Our people 
should not seek consolation from someone else's chari¬ 
ty. They should be enabled to build their future through 
their own work and with their own hands, just as they 
have succeeded in stopping the enemy's army. There¬ 
fore it is now our duty to gather together our forces and 
transform our state into a sound, strong organism. Such 
a state will prevent all forms of abuse in the territories 
under its rule; it will establish social welfare for the 
weak and the most vulnerable and it will ensure that 
our enemies will not steal a single foot of Bosnian soil. 
On this prospect the plans for the liberation of Bosnia 
as a whole will grow and feed. 

This our people can do. Such a goal is no utopia. It re¬ 
quires the rebuilding of relationships between all the 
people in this country who are tragically separated 
now, but have committed no crime against their coun¬ 
try and its people. These are the prospects for the 
struggle for Bosnia and putting it back on an equal 
footing with neighbouring countries. But we cannot 
accept writing off parts of Bosnia on the basis of a 
utopian vision of the future and the inability of individ¬ 
uals and groups to work towards the goals of several 
generations. 

• Now does the public have any questions? 

Listener 1:1 have been listening to Mr, Mahmutce- 
hajic. I ask myself this question, and now I'd like to 
put it to him: he says that the Bosnian Muslim Con¬ 
vention was not legitimate. But the Convention 
passed a decision that Bosnian Muslims are a sin¬ 
gle people, as Mr. Alija Isakovic put it. Then the 
Reis a year ago declared that we do not want any 



pork in Sarajevo. A fy (piestion is: who really has the 
right to live here? 

Listenei It is well known. Air. Alahnniteehajic, 
that you wete one of the organizers of the Patriotic 
League and the Party of Democratic Action (SDA), 
and first helped set up our defence industry. Now> 
you are not to be seen artyw^her'e. JUr.s rt because oj' 
a clash of politics or .something else? A r-eshuffle? 
And, one rrwr-e question, if all this is signed and 
sealed and the negotiations become reality, what 
happens to the ALuslirns in the Sandzak? 

The first question is not really a question at all. It is a 
speech aimed at portraying my position on the Con¬ 
vention as something different from what I actually 
said. In the past five years my views have often been 
systematically falsified and distorted. I see this as 
proof that the direct and indirect allies of our enemies 
are in our midst. I did not even hint at the illegitimacy 
of the Bosnian Muslim Convention. I feel it was my 
right to show my disagreement with the political 
framework in which the Convention took place. No¬ 
body can call one people "the people" or one ethnic 
group "the nation". The people is the people and that's 
that. Bosnian Muslims, with their various names 
throughout history, are both a "people" and h "nation". 
Behind this truth lies a strong mentality and a complex 
tapestry of historical drama. This isn't something that 
they can be given or deprived of by a writer or a politi¬ 
cian. They can understand it however they like, support 
it or block it. But they can also defend it with the con¬ 
viction that it is a value that goes beyond just one gen¬ 
eration, one group, one individual. This is a question of 
patriotism and what one understands by it. Patriotisin 
means defending the all the values of a whole senes of 
past and future generations of Bosnian Muslims, and it 
is up to each individual to work out his own relation¬ 
ship towards this. All forms of defence which involve 
siding with individual leaders, groups, sects, and so on, 
are part of a lower-order patriotism, or anti-patriotism. 
These lower forms of patriotism frequently hirn into 
what the European heritage would call chauvinism. In 
the end, politics isn't a question of emotions, nice or 
ugly, just or unjust. It is the fate and dilemma of a 
politician's job that, whatever his subjective, mora 
viewpoint, his sense of beauty, and so on, he has to 
work out his position according to what is feasible and 
what is not. A precondition for a realistic and effective 
political process in Bosnia is to accept that we are in 
contact and dialogue with the Serbs and Croats from 
all sides, and that this is their country too. Even if the 


conliicl line shifls llie coiilacl will stay, fliis is why di¬ 
alogue and agreement cannot be avoided. It is no 
longer an issue of like or dislike, willingne.ss or unwill¬ 
ingness. We don't have a contact-line with the Macedo¬ 
nians or Bulgarians, say... But we arc in constant con¬ 
tact and dialogue with the Serbs and Croats. A prag¬ 
matic and realistic political process does not start with 
deception or trying to please. It is easy enough feed 
simplistic images of good and bad peoples to a people 
who are already full of anger. But a people is one thing, 
and criminals another. Nobody with any sense will ac¬ 
cept the proposal that the Bosnian crisis should be re¬ 
solved by asking the criminals for mercy. Dialogue 
with them is possible, but no good would come of any 
accommodation with them. These perspectives should 
be kept resolutely and clearly separate in Bosnia. The 
future of Bosnia, which, like it or not, is as an indepen¬ 
dent state, lies in seeking to replace today's bloody mil¬ 
itary dialogue by political dialogue - not on the basis of 
surrender by Bosnia, her Muslims and her people as a 
whole, but on the basis of establishing a Bosnia that 
will give freedom and justice for all who live there. 

So why did I decide to withdraw from the Govern¬ 
ment? When I did not manage to convince the people I 
was working with on strengthening and defending the 
Bosnian political process about what I saw as essential, 
it was only logical for me to withdraw from that 
process. I felt it was my moral obligation to express my 
disagreement and refuse to participate further in such a 
political set-up. Power is perhaps the worst vice of all. 
All who aspire to it speak about goodness, justice and 
beauty, and so on as goals, with power only an indis¬ 
pensable means to these ends. When they get this pow¬ 
er, many of them completely forget the goals which 
justified their ambitions. Power itself becomes their 
supreme good. They worship it as if it were a god. All 
those who do not praise and support them are their op¬ 
ponents and enemies. Their obsession with power 
clouds their reason. When I no longer had a contribu¬ 
tion to make through my belief in a free Bosnia as uni¬ 
ty in diversity, I refused to participate in the structure 
of power just for the sake of power. And I thank God 
for having being able to resist power as a vice and hav¬ 
ing stayed faithful to my beliefs. 

The question about the Sandzak cannot be separated 
from the overall Bosnian Muslim issue. Today this 
people is a world entity. Their fate is similar to that of 
the Jews. They live only partly in their homeland, and 
are mostly scattered throughout the world. They have 
been dispersed and persecuted, disinherited from their 



religion and cnlturc. The scale of iheir sulTering is 

evil ''‘"'e experienced humiliation, forced 

wiii^"' camps... They are a people 

'iiission in the world, yet they have not or- 

nit\ n * 'cmsclvcs, until today, into a single commu- 
frr. Herzegovina as a state is inseparable 

m \Q issue of the past, present and future of the 
Bosnian Muslim puople. And the Sandiak is part of 
us \\ 10 c. Tliere is no future for any part of the Bosn- 
US im people if they do not have a feeling for this 
o e, it the tragedy of Stolac is not felt in TeoCak, and 
vice versa. A people has no future if part of it is ne¬ 
glected. This is why the future of our people in the 
andzak should be seen in the context of the future of 
the entire Bosnian Muslim people - of whom, accord¬ 
ing to some estimates, only a third, a fourth or a fifth 
live m Bosnia. When this people, scattered throughout 
t e world, becomes a welUorganized and conscious 
whole, then it will be able to look after every one of its 
members, regardless where they live. The future of 
Bosnia largely depends on the Bosnian Muslim people 
as a whole gaining this new strength. We need to see 
the future of our brothers and sisters in the Sandzak in 
the context of this process of empowerment. 


Listener 3: Let us go back to the second paragraph 
of the Geneva accord. It recognizes the Republic of 
Srpska, which therefore has its own borders and 
constitution. 1 have been a refugee and soldier from 
the very first day. How can I go back when my vil¬ 
lage is not mentioned as part of the Federation ? Ac¬ 
cording to this agreement it belongs to some Repub¬ 
lic of Srpska. 

Listener 4: Will Mr. Mahmutcehajic return to the 
government? I think this is where he should be. And 
what if there had been no air strikes? We're talking 
about Chetnik strongholds, after all. 

Will the state be strong enough? What if there isn't 
enough cash for the soldiers and invalids? What if 
soldier have to depend on war profiteers? 


Bosnia is a label for the right to express your individual 
opinion in public. But in my view, the recognition of 
the Republic of Srpska as part of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina is no less than treason. Even if I had to spent the 
rest of my life locked up by those who find such trea¬ 
son acceptable, I still would not hesitate to speak my 
mind. And I'll say it out loud: in my view anyone who 
recognizes the greatest criminal and enemy of my 
country and my people is a traitor. We should face up 
to them resolutely and bravely, just as our young men 
faced up to the Chetniks and stopped them carrying 


out their plan for our destruction. The Republic of 
Srpska is a label for concentration camps, rape, 
killing, torture, and so on. Srpska is a label for the plan 
for the destruction of Bosnia and her Muslims. Srpska 
is a label for the demolition of over twelve hundred 
mosques and many churches. Does recognition of the 
Republic of Srpska mean denying the right of Bosnian 
Serbs to live in Bosnia, which is their country too, and 
have equal rights as the others? The key question for 
Bosnia is agreement and harmonious relationships be¬ 
tween her peoples. If this cannot be, then Bosnia can¬ 
not be either. But I do not believe that the recognition 
we are talking about is a way towards that harmony, or 
that it will be a firm guarantee for Serbian rights in 
Bosnia. These rights must be safeguarded for them as 
well as for others, but not by giving them a part of 
Bosnia in which the Muslims and Croats would have 
no rights at all. There's no evidence that such recogni¬ 
tion would confirm and guarantee the rights of the 
Serbs. If it were so, then we would be denying the 
rights of everyone, whether Muslim, Croat or Serb. 
How can recognising a people's rights be reduced to 
recognising a system of evil? 

So returning to our homes and land depends on how 
well we can still manage to defend and liberate Bosnia, 
which is a great project that demands skilled craftsmen 
and the entire Bosnian people. 

I do not believe in a quick fix to the Bosnian crisis. I re¬ 
turned to Bosnia as a university professor, dropping 
my commitments to several European universities. I 
returned in the hope that I could help. I never can¬ 
vassed for any role in the power structure. I was asked 
to join the Administration and this I accepted, but not 
to work towards anything that went against my beliefs. 
At the moment Bosnia is in a state of war. Many mem¬ 
bers of my family and others I have loved lie in her 
cemeteries. And I shall not leave her to go anywhere 
until the country and the people I belong to have put 
their present fate behind them. This is my firm posi¬ 
tion. Nothing else matters to me. Whatever I do will 
serve that end. 

As for the Geneva accord, I must say that it is still veiy 
unclear... 

Listener 5: It is well known that Mr. Mahmutcehajic 
is one of the founders of the Party of Democratic 
Action (SDA) manifesto, whose basic principle is 
that Bosnia and Herzegovina is an undivided, sov¬ 
ereign whole. It is also well known that he is a 
founder of the Patriotic League, which again ar- 
gues for an undivided and sovereign Bosnia and 



Herzegovina. This is what prompted my question: 
How does the latest US peace plan, the Geneva ac¬ 
cord in particular, jit in with these agendas? 

• Before we come to that could you just comment on 
what our previous viewer said, that the destroyed 
factories are actually Chetnik strongholds? 

Some of the bombed factories could have had their 
production halted without destroying them. But this is¬ 
n't the sort of thing to discuss in public. Some of them 
had already halted. Despite the lack of skill and action 
at the heart of their energy strategy, the Chetniks had 
managed to get one of the plants running to serve their 
criminal aims. Air strikes are helping us. But our fears 
that it may also be a cover for the division of Bosnia 
are also justifiable. In my assessment, both things 
might well be related. There are many other ways of 
helping our state and building up its capacity to ensure 
our own survival and security. But this has not be done. 
The military capacity of our enemies is still there. No 
tanks nor artillery have been targeted, despite the fact 
that they could have been. They are to be re-deployed, 
not removed. Why are criminals allowed to keep the 
power to stop the rightful Army of Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina? Destroying factories looks suspiciously like 
crippling our future defence capacity. And this capaci¬ 
ty, as we know all too well, is what our existence de¬ 
pends on. 

The fundamental issue is to strengthen and develop the 
Bosnia-Herzegovinian state by means of a grand patri¬ 
otic union. This must be a coalition of all our forces 
around the planning and achievement of major projects 
involving the defence, liberation and rebuilding of the 
state. It cannot be based on the decisions and interpre¬ 
tations of individuals or sub-groups. This union or 
coalition must be based on a comprehensive strategy - 
for defence, economy, energy, education, social wel¬ 
fare... This we don't yet have. And its lack, it seems, 
suits many people just fine. 

As for the Geneva accord. I'll say it again: it's still very 
unclear. No clear outline has yet emerged out of the 
mists. I do not believe that its fate will be any different 
from those that have gone before it. What amazes me is 
the similarity between the plans for Palestine and for 
Bosnia. Bosnian Muslims and the Jews have suffered a 
similar historical fate - both have been persecuted and 
killed. But what cannot be compared is Palestine and 
Israel on the one hand, and Bosnia and "Srpska", a no¬ 
tion new to history, on the other. 


Bui a far older issue is our duty lo build up our strength 
and become a more powerful and more credible player 
in talks about us and our country. We need nobody's 
charity: what we need arc the conditions to work. We 
can build our own future on our own, for the most part. 
But a precondition for that is the freeing of our country 
from external and internal weaknesses and onslaughts. 


1 do not think that we should flaunt such waffle and 
empty promises before the public. It would be much 
better to face up to the people and tell them straight out 
what this and similar agreements are actually propos¬ 
ing. Resolving problems of any sort in the world 
around us means looking at them in the worst possible 
light. Solutions can only be sought on this basis. If 
there were nothing nasty, weak or dangerous in the task 
we face, we wouldn't need a plan to solve it. Look, you 
design a bridge by taking account of the maximum 
force, the greatest load it will ever have to bear, even 
just once in its lifetime. If it is exposed to a heavier 
weight, even just once, than the designers had estimat¬ 
ed for, it will collapse. You don't design on the basis of 
the supposition that there will never be such a force. 
This is why we need to take account of the greatest 
threats that might appear both in the near and in the 
distant future. Bosnia's future should be discussed with 
regard to its possible dangers. NATO planes or castles 
in the air won't free us from these dangers. The solu¬ 
tion remains our own responsibility. This is why scruti¬ 
ny, commitment, enterprise and skill should focus on 
putting every inch of our country in order from South 
to North. This, in my view, is the key to the Bosnian 
crisis. The role of foreign factors should not be ig¬ 
nored. But we must be equal partners in the rebuilding 
process. If not, we are doomed to the role of beggars. 
And once a beggar, it's hard to be anything else. 


Interviewer: 
A, Kulenovic 
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Ad honorem 
Dei et patriae 
liberationem 

The essence of all thought Is the desire to deter¬ 
mine First and Last. First and Last cannot be 
reached by thought, but neither can our quest to 
reach them be abandoned. All worldly phenome¬ 
na can only hint at these ultmate intangibilities. 
God is First and Last, and so He cannot be com¬ 
pared to anything that can be reached through 
thought. What can be reached through thought is 
not God, but it cannot exist uniess it is through 
God. The question of human freedom is depen¬ 
dent on human abiiity to deny that the Ultimate is 
present in the perceived worid, but aiso to recog¬ 
nize Its signs. Human confusion and weakness 
shows itself in taking woridly phenomena to be 
gods. Violence derives from the conviction that a 
worldly ultimate is one's goal. In this framework, 
individual and group lives, homelands, countries 
and worlds, are entrusted to man for the purpose 
of freeing himself of slavery to all else but the Cre¬ 
ator. And Bosnia is a constant striving towards this 
freedom. In her, throughout the course of her his¬ 
tory, we can recognise various roads to freedom. 
What we are witnessing today as a struggle be¬ 
tween good and evil can be recognized through¬ 
out almost ten centuries of our history. The people 
of Bosnia are witnesses to the right of individuals 
and groups to attain freedom in various forms and 
following various roads. Violence is any attempt to 
impose on others the way which one believes and 
follows oneself. Bosnian history is full of such ex¬ 
amples. But its noble and indestructible core is a 
faith in the right of men to take various roads to¬ 
wards the Supreme. 

The Kunovo scroll appeared about five centuries 
aao It was discovered in 1905 by some farmers 
from the Foca area. It starts as follows: "Lord God 


help usi We are assailed by earthquake and the 
devil, evil hail and thunder, dry wind and icy rain..." 
At the beginning of the scroll nine names are men¬ 
tioned - Hasan, Pajazit, Durmis...There is also a 
shorter part In Latin, from which the motto for my 
this book is taken. This key testament of Bosnian 
spirituality contains, along with the introduction, 
nine exorcisms, eight of which begin with the 
words: "Devils and icy hail and dry winds strike..." 
"Strike" can be interpreted today as "may they 
strike you", "shiver you", "forbid you", "command 
you", etc. According to the scroll, these Muslims 
of Bosnia were faced, just as we are now, with a 
wave of evil that they fought, as we see, with the 
Word and those who bear witness to the Word. 
Believing that Good is one and indivisible, they 
understood that Bosnia and their presence there 
meant bearing witness to Good and opposing 
evil. They believed that the principle of witnessing 
transcended themselves and their own genera¬ 
tion, and so they turned to the witnesses of the 
struggle for Good who had gone before them, so 
that, in their devotion to the Word, they might 
swear to fight against evil in Bosnia's future. The 
light of God has no past nor future. It is one and 
the same in ail time. And it is held deep at the cen¬ 
tre of all humankind. This is the spiritual core of all 
Bosnian politics, of all Bosnia's striving. It can take 
various forms at various historical moments, but it 
cannot betray its essence. We need to distinguish 
between is God's and what is the Devil's in today's 
hurly-burly, thus making a figurative link with the 
evil forces that the Kunovo people saw before 
them and fought against. Defending Bosnia 
means defending the right to freedom in a unity of 
diversities. The enemies of Bosnia claim that her 
unity in diversity should be broken down into sep¬ 
arate elements, because unity is not possible. 
They try to convince all of us that Bosnia is a mere 
assemblage of incompatible parts. They want 
their deceit to become part of our own thoughts, 
and violently rip apart, from the outside, all the 
links between those who form part of Bosnia's uni¬ 
ty. This evil plan aims to destroy Bosnia both in 
form and substance. In defending her, we run the 
risk that, for the sake of defending the form, the 
substance may be forgotten... Our response to 
the forces of evil cannot just be a reflection of the 
acts of our enemies. Faith in the struggle for good 
must lie at the heart of the Bosnian state. Our pol¬ 
itics must not lose its moral basis and its devotion 
to human rights. Every aspect of its structure and 





op6r3tion must rBfIect thB nobiBst hurnsn sspirs- 
tions. It must not bB dBcsitful, nor obIvb Bbout thB 
plots Bnd cruBity of its BnomlBs. It must stimulBtB 
thB innBr BnBrgiBS of thB pBoplB Bnd thB country, 
thus BnBbling bII thosB who fool Bnd bBBr witnoss 
to thBir BliBgiBncB to BosniB to form pBii of thB bI- 
lisncB for hor dofoncB Bnd HbBration. MorBlity bs b 
bBsis for politics Bnd common-SBnsB in building 
Bnd looking BhBBd will givB us BmplB power to 
prevent the destruction of Bosnie end her people. 
If not, Bnother form of politics will prevBil: a fescist 
effect bred of fBScist CBUses. And this is one of 
our enemy's evil Bims. 
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msmir 

mahmutcehajic 


Bosnia, as a cultural and civilization unity in 
diversities, has been threatened throughout its 
history. It has persisted through the power of its 
being despite the ferocity of attacks it has been 
exposed to. Its paradigm lies in the direct 
antagonism to European nationalistic concept of 
the world which is expressed in the ideologies of 
the ’’land and blood”. All Europe is soaked 
through with human blood in drawing ’’national 
states” borders. Bosnia, in its history, is the space, 
to which pretensions for expanding Serbia and 
Croatia as ’’national states”, in the worst possible 
meaning of this paradigm, are directed. The 
expansion is to be achieved through simultaneous 
destruction from the inside and its devastation 
from the outside. Catholic, i.e,, the Croat, and 
Orthodox, i.e., Serb components of Bosnia are 
assigned, through Greater Croatia and Greater 
Serbia plans, the role of defenders of Croat and 
Serb interests in Bosnia. The plans create artificial 
danger of Catholicism and Orthodoxy, namely 
Croathood and Serbhood, for what Bosnian 
Muslims are blamed, in order to instigate Serbs 
and Croats in their hatred and actions against 
Bosnia. In Greater Serbia and Greater Croatia 
destruction of Bosnian unity Serbia assigns itself 
the role of the protector of Serbs in Bosnia. The 
same is done by Croatia in regard to the Croats in 
Bosnia. These two ’’patron states” invent and 
produce threats and danger allegedly aimed 
against their compatriots in Bosnia, by which they 
explain their interference and occupation ol 
Bosnia. In the center of their attacks and 
i destruction there are, therefore, Bosnian Muslims. 
They should be, pursuant Greater Serbia and 

I Greater Croatia nationalistic plans, deprived of a 
dimension of a political nation, disabled for 
comprehensive understanding of the world and 
forced to... 























